Judy Fentress-Williams
3737 Seminary Road

Alexandria, VA 22304
(703)370-6600—office

(703) 283-8750 - cell
ifwilliams@vts.edu

EDUCATION

Ph.D., M.A., M.Phil., Religious Studies, Hebrew Bible, Yale University, 1999
Dissertation: “What Has Happened to the Son of Kish?” A Dialogic Reading of
the Saul Narrative in I Samuel
Advisors: Robert Wilson and Ellen Davis

M.Div., Yale Divinity School, 1990

A.B., English, Princeton University, 1984
Certificates in Afro-American Studies and American Studies with Distinction

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Virginia Theological Seminary
Professor, Old Testament 2011 to present
Associate Professor, Old Testament 2005-2011
Assistant Professor, Old Testament, 2002-2005
Introduction to Old Testament
Introduction to Biblical Hebrew
Hebrew Reading/Prose
Hebrew Reading/Poetry
Bad Girls in the Bible
The Ancestors
Exodus and Liberation Theology
The Psalms and Negro Spirituals
The Bible, Myth, and Superheroes
Language and Desire in the Song of Songs
A Marriage of Metaphor: Marriage in the Prophetic Literature

Hartford Seminary
Professor of Hebrew Bible, 1998-2002
Assistant Professor of Hebrew Bible, 1993-1998
Faculty, Women’s Leadership Institute, 1996-2011
Faculty, Black Ministries Program, 1993-2002

Yale Divinity School
Teaching Fellow, 1993-1997


mailto:jfwilliams@vts.edu

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

Director, Black Ministries Certificate Program, Hartford Seminary 1993-2002
Oversight of faculty and students, administrative, academic and continuing
education programs for a certificate program serving African-American clergy
and laity in the greater Hartford area.

PUBLICATIONS

Ruth, volume in the Abingdon Old Testament Commentary Series, 2012

“The Bible and Dialogue” in September 11: Religious Perspective on the Causes and
Consequences, Oneworld Publications, 2002

“Location, Location, Location: Tamar in the Joseph Cycle” in Bakhtin and Genre,
Semeia Studies, 2007

“Exodus” in The Africana Bible, Fortress Press, 2009

“The Official and Unofficial Story: A Narrative of Identity and Faithfulness in the Bible”
in Teaching Our Story, Alban Institute, 2010

“Don’t Forget to Remember: Identity in Deuteronomy and Ruth” in Staying One,
Remaining Open, Morehouse Publishing, 2010

“Micah” in The Women’s Bible Commentary, 20" Anniversary Edition, Westminster
John Knox Press, 2012

“Jarena Lee” in Handbook of Women Bible Interpreters: A Historical and Biographical
Guide, Baker Academic Press, 2012

“Faithful Love: Ruth Esther and Song of Songs” Covenant Bible Study, Abingdon Press,
2013

“Esther” in The Old Testament and Apocrypha: Fortress Commentary on the Bible,
Fortress Press, 2014

“Genesis” and “Exodus” introductions and chapter notes, and various articles The CEB
Women’s Bible, Abingdon Press, 2016

Old Testament editor, The CEB Women'’s Bible, Abingdon Press, 2016

“The Writings,” co-authored with Melody Knowles for The Hebrew Bible: Feminist and
Intersectional Perspectives, 2018



Holy Imagination: A Literary Guide to the Bible, forthcoming (submission in 2019)

PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS
Preacher, Gardner C. Taylor Lecture, Duke Divinity School, September, 2018

“Biblical Authority Panel for Courageous Conversations with the Jude 3 Project,
September 2018

Preacher, Howard University Rankin Chapel, September, 2007, 2012, 2017, 2018

“What’s So Social About Justice? Social Justice and Survival in the Book of Ruth,” The
Epiphanies Speakers Series, Diocese of Michigan, 2017

“A Year of the Bible: The Book of Ruth,” Price Lectures, Trinity Church, Boston, MA
2014

“The Book of Ruth: A Dialogue of Identity,” The Bailey Lectures at All Saints Episcopal
Church, Austin TX, October 2010

“The Location of Lament” presented at the Society of Biblical Literature annual meeting,
November 2009

Conference Preacher for the Calling Congregations Conference sponsored by the Fund
for Theological Education, Atlanta, GA, October 2009

Preacher for Memorial Service for Princeton University’s Alumni Day, Princeton, NJ,
February 2009

“Identity and the Book of Ruth” presented at the MAR/SBL in New Brunswick, NJ,
March 2008

“From Good to Great” Plenary Address delivered at the Annual Convocation for the
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, November 2008

“The Psalms and Negro Spirituals,” A forum presented to St. James Episcopal Church in
Baltimore, MD, October 2008

Workshop leader and preacher for the Martin Luther King conference sponsored by the
College of Preachers at the Washington National Cathedral, April 2008

Chaplain and workshop leader for the Children’s Defense Fund College Leadership
Retreat, March 2008



Panelist, “On Faith” at washingtonpost.com, August 2007 to 2010

Panelist on the Ted Koppel Show, “The Lost Tomb of Jesus: A Closer Look™ aired
March 4, 2007 on The Discovery Channel

Keynote speaker, Network of Biblical Storyteller’s annual gathering, August, 2006
“Readings of Sarah, Hagar and Tamar,” Let Her Speak for Herself at the Recovering
Female Interpreters Consultation, Society of Biblical Literature annual meeting,

November, 2006

“The Mothers of the Forefathers,” presented at the Interfaith Abraham Forum, Howard
University, April 2006

“Location, Location, Location,” presented for the Bakhtin and the Biblical Imagination
Section at the Society of Biblical Literature annual meeting, November 2005

“Moses at the Matinee: A Dialogue between Scripture and Film,” at the annual Earl
Lectures at Pacific School of Religion, Berkley, CA, January 2002
CLERICAL STATUS AND EXPERIENCE

Ordained as a Minister of the Gospel in the National Baptist Convention and Progressive
National Baptist Convention, October 2012

Senior Assistant to the Pastor, Alfred Street Baptist Church 2013 — present
Supervise ministerial staff of historic church in Alexandria, VA,

Plan adult and “seasoned saints” Bible study for the calendar year, preach and
teach.

AWARDS AND HONORS

Distinguished Alumni Award for excellence in Theological Education, Yale Divinity
School 2016

Wabash Fellow for Teaching and Learning, 2001-2002
Dissertation Fellowship, Yale University, 1993-1994
Henry Axelrod Fellowship, 1992-1993

Graduate Fellow, Yale University, 1990-1994



Dwight Fellowship for Graduate Study, 1990
Black Graduate Scholar, Fund for Theological Education 1990-1993
John A. Wade Prize for great originality in expository preaching, 1989

Benjamin E. Mays Fellow, Fund for Theological Education, 1988-1990

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
Society for Biblical Literature, member 1990-present
Postcolonial Biblical Studies Committee Member, 2017 to present

Committee for under-represented Racial and Ethnic Minorities in the Profession
1995-1998

Advisory Council for the Office of Religious Life at Princeton University, 2003-present
Conversations in Religion and Theology editorial board, 2002- 2006

Association for Theological Schools, Faculty Grant Selection Panel, 2001-2005

REFERENCES

Sue Garrett Ellen F. Davis

Louisville Theological Seminary Duke University Divinity School
1044 Alta Vista Road Box 90968

Louisville, KY 40205 Durham, NC 27708

(502) 895-3411 (919) 660-3561
SGARRETT@Ipts.edu edavis@div.duke.edu

Ian Markham Bernard Richardson

Dean and President Office of the Dean of the Chapel
Virginia Theological Seminary Andrew Carnegie Building
Alexandria, VA 22304 2395 Sixth Street, NW Lower Level
(703) 370-6600 Washington, DC 20059
imarkham@vts.edu (202) 806-7280

brichardson@howard.edu
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