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News from the Hill

Top: VTS was well represented at the Seminarians of Color conference this February: 
Maurice Dyer, Andrew Arakawa, Marlene Forest, Leon Sampson, Shawn Evelyn, 
Kathleen Walker, Marcea Paul, Nontombi Tutu, DeWayne Cope, and Halim Shukair.

Bottom: VTS served as co-host of the 2017 Annual Conference of the Consortium of 
Endowed Episcopal Parishes (CEEP), held in late February in Washington, DC and 
attended by over 700 clergy and lay leaders from around the country. The Seminary 
hosted the pre-conference gathering of 90+ Rectors and Deans of CEEP member 
institutions. This included a program session moderated by Dean Markham, and the 
Rev. Katherine Grieb, Ph.D., was one of the presenters on the theme of "Leadership in the 
Episcopal Church. More photos of our alumni from CEEP can be found on Page 28.

News from the Hill is published three times per year (March, July, and November) for 
alumni and friends by the Office of Communications, Virginia Theological Seminary, 
3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304. Editorial comments should be directed to 
editor@vts.edu.

On the Cover: Ms. Heather Zdancewicz, M.B.A., with board member Sissy Poland, Vice 
Chair of the Board of Trustees, and the Rev. Ruthanna Hooke, Ph.D., cutting the ribbon 
during the dedication for additional student housing. 

Back Cover: The Very Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf (’08), the 22nd rector of St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church and the president of the Alumni Association Executive Committee (AAEC), with 
the Rev. Lloyd "Tony" Lewis, Ph.D. ('72), during Alumni Convocation 2016.
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Reaffirming Our Baptismal 
Promise to Respect the Dignity 
of Every Human Being

When it comes to 
politics, the 
Seminary is required 

to walk a fine line. Our primary 
obligation is to witness to the 
transforming love of Jesus, who is 
calling us all to live lives of love 
and holiness in the world. 

Naturally, a transformed life will 
include a political focus. We are 
all called to stand alongside the 
poor but whether that is best done 
through a government program 
or through the emergence of more 
charter schools is not an issue on 
which the Seminary takes a stand.

Our student body spans the political spectrum. We have 
students who supported President Trump and students who 
supported Secretary Clinton. We have students who hope that 
the Supreme Court will stand up for the rights of the unborn 
and others who feel that the erosion of the reproductive rights of 
women is a classic example of systemic sexism. The Seminary 
seeks to provide a space for appropriate conversation. We aspire 
to ensure that all seminarians leave VTS knowing how someone 
can be faithful and hold different political views.

All of this came to the fore at the Board of Trustees meeting in 
early February. The Board wanted to create space for the leader-
ship of the Seminary to support Muslim, Latino/a, and interna-
tional faculty, staff, and students. It was a thoughtful discussion. 
The result was the following motion that was passed by the Board 
of Trustees on Wednesday, February 8, 2017. It reads:

"The Trustees of Virginia Theological Seminary reaffirm 
the Seminary’s commitment to our baptismal promise to 
respect the dignity of every human being. We believe this 

promise compels us to honor all faith traditions, and we 
will continue to support interfaith dialogue and to 
oppose prejudice on the basis of religion and ethnicity. 
We reaffirm the Virginia Theological Seminary’s 
commitment to racial and ethnic diversity at every level 
of its life and mission."

Since then I have been implementing this Board directive. On 
February 16, 2017, we supported the Housekeeping staff in 
their decision to participate in the “Day without Immigrants” 
strike. We are proud of Teresa Canales, Cristina Hurtado, and 
Ana Jovel for their willingness to witness to the value of those 
who come to this country to work hard in our nation. 

Looking ahead, we are proud to have in our midst a Muslim 
faculty colleague. Dr. Zeyneb Sayilgan is on a Fellowship from 
the Louisville Institute. She has a Ph.D. from Georgetown 
University. She is already a co-editor of one book and has 
another on the way. In many ways she is a leader in the Muslim 
community—she represents an approach that is deeply 
dialogical and authentic. She understands that she serves in a 
Seminary that is authentically Christian (yes, we do believe 
that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess Jesus as Lord); and she likes that authenticity. 
Her interest is not in a syncretistic amalgam of the two 
traditions, but in an encounter that comes grounded and 
committed in the particular focus of our traditions.

Dr. Sayilgan would be the first to admit that there are groups 
claiming to interpret the Quran that embark on atrocities that are 
evil. Their victims include Christians, secularists, gays, Jews, 
Buddhists, Hindus, and, of course, Muslims (perhaps globally 
Muslims make up the majority group of victims). It is right and 
proper that steps are taken to secure the safety of the people.

But it is wrong to embark on a systematic attack on Islam. It is 
wrong to suggest that all Muslims are to be tainted by the actions of 
the extremists. Episcopalians would not want to be identified with 

The Office of the Dean and President
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the actions of Westboro Baptist Church or the Ku Klux Klan. The 
Islamic tradition out of which Dr. Sayilgan comes is committed to 
nonviolence, treats the five pillars as vehicles for a transformed 
human life that is grounded in God, and seeks to have good 
relationships with everyone.

As a Christian Seminary we are already receiving attention for our 
relationship with Dr. Sayilgan. Soon after the March 2017 eNews 
was sent out (during production of this issue of News from the Hill), 
we received the following email:

I'm sure that I will get the usual wishy washy response, but why 
would you invite a hijab wearing Quran sworn enemy into our 
midst? Any answer other than know your enemy reeks of the 
PC nonsense that is rotting us from within.

I asked Dr. Sayilgan to reply; this was her response:

Dean Markham has passed along your message expressing your 
disquiet that Virginia Seminary has "a hijab wearing Quran 
sworn enemy in our midst." So please allow me to respond.

I was born and raised in Germany. I have spent my whole life 
living and studying with Christians. I have obtained my graduate 
degrees at the Johannes Gutenberg University in Mainz, Germany 
- the city which I always fondly describe as my home where the 
Bible was first printed. I came to the United States in 2006 to study 
my Master of Arts in Christian-Muslim Relations at Hartford 
Seminary in Connecticut. I then received my doctorate in the 
Department of Theology at Georgetown University.

I have always been committed to peaceful relations between 
Christians and Muslims. I am persuaded that the witness of the 
Qur'an and the Prophet Muhammad is that we need to be at 
peace with our neighbor. I am dismayed by any Muslim who 
says otherwise.

I would be pleased to meet with you on your next visit to VTS, 
where we both could share our concerns with one another.

Yours,

Dr. Zeyneb Sayilgan 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Islamic Theology and  
Religious Pluralism

Virginia Theological Seminary stands ready to oppose 
Islamophobia. We do so not because we are “PC” but because we 
are disciples of Jesus Christ who believe in our obligations to be 
peacemakers who build bridges across divides rather than walls. 
We will support Dr. Sayilgan and those like her. We will do so 
because that is the right thing to do. q

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.  
Dean and President

Dr. Zeyneb Sayilgan (R) with her husband, Dr. Salih Sayilgan (L), during a 
Muslim-Christian Conference in Dodoma, Tanzania, sponsored by VTS’ Center 
for Anglican Communion Studies.
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On March 21, 2014, 
Dean Markham invited 
a distinguished panel of 
scholars, including  
Dr. Sayilgan, to VTS for 
a daylong conversation 
on "Islam in the Modern 
World: Said Nursi's 
Perspective."
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The Dean’s Cross for Servant Leadership in Church and Society

Dean’s Cross 
Awarded to Four at 
Epiphany Service
During a special Feast of the Epiphany 
service on January 6, 2017, the Very Rev. 
Ian S. Markham, Ph.D., conferred the 
Dean’s Cross for Servant Leadership in 
Church and Society award to the Rev. 
Douglas W. Hiza, Joan Hudson, the Most 
Rev. Paul Kwong (in absentia), and 
Heather Zdancewicz.

“The Dean's Cross is the highest award 
that the Seminary can give,” Markham 
said. "It recognizes the well-formed life, 
and these four people are worthy models 
of grace and service in this complex 
world of ours."

The Reverend  
Douglas W. Hiza
Since graduating from VTS in 1963, Doug 
Hiza has had four passions: fighting for 
civil rights; advancing the ordination of 
women; serving ecumenically in every 
way; and becoming a hospital chaplain. 
All four passions have been fulfilled many 
times over in his past 53 years as a priest. 
In 1980, he moved to London, England 
and took a post in a large teaching 
hospital. And in 1995 he set up a practice 
as the director of International 
Communication Counselling Services, 
offering support to those in need. 

Joan Hudson
On Joan Hudson's first day at the 
accounting firm of Maw, Ellis & Warne, 
she was told to deal with a difficult 
teenage client—singer Cliff Richard—
and Joan’s life changed forever. Other 
musician clients followed quickly, 
including the iconic rock band, Led 
Zeppelin. Joan is now one of the most 
respected and trusted accountants in the 
music world. Her faith has always been 
central to her life and she has success-
fully balanced that with her work in the 
high-visibility industry of rock-and-roll 
music. 

Archbishop Paul Kwong
As a native of Hong Kong, Archbishop 
Paul Kwong had both Western and 
Chinese influences on his faith, and his 
education deepened and enriched that 
dual heritage. He was educated at 
Lingnan College in Hong Kong, and 
received a M.Div. from the Church 
Divinity School of the Pacific and a Ph.D. 
from the University of Birmingham, 
England. In January 2007, Archbishop 
Kwong became bishop of the Diocese of 

Hong Kong Island, and a few weeks later 
was elected as the Church’s second 
Archbishop. 

Heather Zdancewicz
A Northern Virginia native and an 
alumna of the University of Mary 
Washington, Heather Zdancewicz 
began her remarkable career at VTS for 
more than 25 years ago. Her deep faith 
and strong work ethic have guided her 
management of demanding responsi-
bilities as vice president for finance and 
administration. Thanks to her over-
sight, VTS has been transformed in 
many ways: from rock concerts to new 
student housing, and from the loss of 
one Immanuel Chapel to the construc-
tion of a new one. 

Established in 2008, the Dean’s Cross 
Award recognizes outstanding leaders 
who embody their baptismal vows to 
“strive for justice and peace among all 
people and respect the dignity of every 
human being.” Previous recipients 
include former first lady Barbara Bush, 
poet Wendell Berry, and former 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. q

Joan Hudson, Douglas W. Hiza, and Heather Zdancewicz.

The Most. Rev. Paul Kwong
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The trustees of the Virginia Theological Seminary, at their 
February 8, 2017 board meeting, unanimously approved 
the appointment of the Rt. Rev. James R. Mathes  (’91, ’07) 

as the new associate dean of students. Currently serving as 
Bishop of San Diego, Bishop Mathes received his M.Div. from 
VTS in 1991 and an honorary doctorate in 2007. He recently 
served on the Alumni Association Executive Committee.

"Virginia Seminary is delighted that Bishop Mathes has accepted 
this call to serve," said the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. "As 
an alumnus, he is coming home. We are looking forward to 
having Jim and Terri as a part of the Seminary community."

Markham continued: "Bishop Mathes is a man of deep wisdom 
and sensitivity. Seminarians are looking forward to learning 
from his extensive experience of parish and diocesan service."

As a member of the Dean's senior leadership team, Mathes will 
oversee community formation and admissions, and serve as 
chief chaplain to the students. He will succeed the Rev. Dr. 
Frank Wade ('66) who has been serving in an interim capacity 
this academic year.

Before coming to VTS as a student, Mathes worked in educa-
tional development where he helped raise money for his high 
school alma mater, The Webb School, and directed a successful 
campaign for St. Andrew's-Sewanee, an Episcopal school in 
Sewanee, Tennessee.

On March 22, 1992, he was ordained a priest at All Saints' 
Episcopal Church, Belmont, Massachusetts.

His passion for education and personal growth transferred to a 
passion for parish life when he became rector of The Episcopal 
Church of St. James the Less in Northfield, Illinois. During his 
seven years there, church attendance doubled, school participa-
tion tripled, and the congregation founded a community 
outreach program for the elderly and disabled.

In 2001, Bishop Mathes was named Canon to the Ordinary for 
the Diocese of Chicago, where he directed the Department of 
Deployment and Congregational Development. He secured a 
grant from the Lilly Endowment to establish a clergy mentoring 
program. He also helped guide 130 congregations through a 
strategic planning process.

On November 13, 2004, Mathes was elected to serve as the 
fourth bishop of San Diego and was consecrated in March of 
2005. As bishop, Mathes was responsible for raising up future 
leaders of the Church, walking with them through their 
discernment process and seminary experience. Under his 
leadership the diocese completed a successful capital campaign 
that established a diocesan school for ministry, created an 
outreach center serving San Diego’s homeless and working poor, 
and seeded a clergy mentorship fund. In 2014 he received the 
Mayor George Moscone Humanitarian Award for his support of 
the LGBTQ community.

Bishop Mathes and his wife, Terri, have two adult children. q

Faculty News

Bishop James Mathes ('91, '07) 
to Join VTS Faculty as Associate 
Dean of Students

News from the Hill  ·  www.vts.edu 7
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Heather Zdancewicz Accepts a 
Position at Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary

This fall VTS announced that Heather Zdancewicz, 
M.B.A., vice president for administration and finance, 
had accepted a position at Austin Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary in Austin, Texas. Her new role of vice 
president for finance and administration began February 1, 
2017. 

“We are delighted for Heather for this opportunity to bring her 
remarkable skills, her calm disposition, and her perceptive 
judgment to Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary,” said the 
Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. “Naturally, we will miss her. She 
became part of the very fabric of this place.” 

Zdancewicz came to VTS as a member of the staff in 1992. In 
1999 she was promoted to the position of director of the Business 
Office, which she held until 2007 when she was promoted to vice 
president for administration and finance. In 2008 she began 
teaching the course “Ministry of Money.” 

Faculty News

Heather’s responsibilities extended across the Seminary – from food service, to IT, to finance, to hospitality, to buildings and grounds, and to senior administration. 
Benjamin Judd, Xavier Belanger, Olivine Pilling, Jeffri Harre, Heather Zdancewicz, David Mutscheller, and the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.
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Zdancewicz received her Bachelor of Science in mathematics 
at the University of Mary Washington, and in 2006 she 
received her Master of Business Administration from George 
Mason University. While at VTS, she earned an Advanced 
Certificate in Campus Sustainable Innovation from the 
University of Vermont. 

Dean Markham said: “The Seminary is deeply grateful for her 
service. She has not simply delivered a stable Business Office, 
but she has managed staff, overseen more than $70 million of 
campus renovations, and has been a wise and constructive 
presence. She is in our prayers as she makes this move.” 

A life long Episcopalian, Zdancewicz has been the chair of the 
Finance Committee at Kanuga since 2011, and has been on the 
board of Episcopal Evangelism Society (EES) since 2015. 

Zdancewicz is married to Don and they have two grown sons, 
Thomas and Andrew. Her VTS family wishes them all God’s 
blessings on their new adventures.” q Heather with Ellen Hawkins.
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Katie Glover  
Joins the Board of  
In Trust Center
Virginia Theological Seminary is proud 
to announce that the Seminary’s Vice 
President for Human Resources and 
Institutional Effectiveness, and Secretary 
of the Corporation, Kathryn “Katie” 
Glover, M.P.A., has been elected to the 
board of directors for the In Trust Center 
for Theological Schools.

“It is an honor and a 
major achievement,” 
said the Very Rev. 
Ian S. Markham, 
Ph.D. “This reflects 
on Katie’s remark-
able skills and 
energy as she has 
helped the Seminary 
with Strategic 
Planning and 
Institutional 
Effectiveness.” 

Founded in 1988 and incorporated as a 
nonprofit organization in 1995, the In 
Trust Center is a membership organiza-
tion over 220 member schools that 
strengthens the governance and institu-
tional capacity of theological schools, 
promotes their health, and facilitates 
their renewal through resource consult-
ing, education, and publications.

“In Trust is a remarkable organization," 
said Dean Markham. "Given the chal-
lenges facing theological education, this 
is an organization that does vitally 
important work.”

New Sunday 
Evening Service 
Virginia Seminary announces the launch 
of a new shared worship service in 
Immanuel Chapel that brings together 
three communities: Episcopal High School, 
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, and 
Virginia Theological Seminary. Beginning 
on February 19, this new service is the 
result of thoughtful input from student and 

senior leaders in all three communities and 
careful planning by the Rev. Betsy 
Carmody Gonzalez (EHS chaplain), the 
Rev. Randy Alexander (Immanuel 
Church-on-the-Hill rector), the Rev. David 
Gortner, Ph.D. (VTS faculty), and Brandon 
McGinnis (VTS student). 

Titled "A Light on the Hill," this 5:00 p.m. 
liturgy combines the Book of Common 
Prayer’s Order for Evening with the 
Order for Celebration of Holy Eucharist. 
The service moves through four liturgi-
cal “chapters” of Light, Word, Prayer and 
Table, concluding with Sending. Music is 
offered by different groups and individu-
als each week.

All are invited for this special opportu-
nity to gather on the Holy Hill with 
people from other communities in 
common worship. As of this publication, 
we have had up to 60  people in atten-
dance for these special services.

VTS Faculty Member 
Honored with 2016 
International Faith 
& Forum Award for 
Religious Sculpture
Virginia Theological Seminary is 
honored to announce that adjunct 
faculty member Margaret  "Peggy"  
Adams Parker has been selected for an 
Honor Award by Faith & Form, the 
journal of the Interfaith Forum on 
Religion, Art, and Architecture, for her 
bronze sculpture "Mary as Prophet – He 
has filled the hungry with good things." 

Parker will receive her Honor at the 2017 
annual meeting of the American 
Institute of Architects in Orlando, 
Florida, on April 27.

Commissioned by VTS and dedicated on 
October 13, 2015 by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, “Mary as Prophet” offers a 
new interpretation of the Visitation. 
Shown as African women, Mary and 
Elizabeth embody the Seminary’s ties 
with churches in Africa and reflect the 
composition of the Anglican 
Communion. This depiction of Mary 
and Elizabeth as ordinary (rather than 
idealized) women, reminds viewers of 
the Church’s call to “lift up the lowly.”

"The sculpture takes a radically different 
approach to the story of Mary and 
Elizabeth, and moves the narrative in a 
new direction," said the jury. 

The sculpture sits between the walls of 
the Seminary's 1881 Chapel Garden and 
Immanuel Chapel, linking old and new.

On The Hill
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VTS Students participating in a traditional Candlemas Liturgy that included a 
blessing of the candles.

On November 12, 2016, the Rt. Rev. Mariann Budde (’88, ’08 , ’12), Bishop of the Diocese of Washington, ordained the following four  
VTS seminarians from the Class of 2017 to the transitional diaconate: The Rev. Kyle Babin; The Rev. Cara Rockhill; The Rev. Serena 
Sides; and the Rev. Teresa Terry. Pictured here is The Rev. Teresa Terry surrounded by friends and family following the ordination.

Sharon Williams and DeWayne Cope having some 
fun during Spring Visit Weekend.

Friendly game of volleyball 
with the staff and faculty of 
Episcopal High School and 
VTS students, Scott 
Parnell, Darren Steadman, 
Samantha Gottlich, Layton 
Porter, Pilar Pedron, 
Kristin (KC) Robertson, 
and Worth Stuart. The 
Golden Flamingo was not 
on the line and is still 
perched at the VTS coffee 
shop, The Flamingo.

The Reverend Canon Hilda Kedmond 
Kabia, principal of Msalato 
Theological College, who visited VTS 
in February for Advancing Women in 
Church Community events.

Spring Visit Weekend 2017 culminated with a worship service at the National Cathedral. Ashley and Taylor 
Mather, Helen Bertles-Ferreira, and Maurice Dyer with prospective students beforehand.
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Multicultural Ministries

By The Rev. Allison St. Louis, Ph.D. 
Director of Field Education  
and the Second Three Years Program

The unanticipated level of atten-
dance posed a delightful problem. 
The organizers quickly decided to 

move the forum to one of the large lecture 
halls on campus. Even then, the room 
soon filled to near capacity as staff, 
students, and faculty filed in, eager to hear 
from the panelists. Representing a mix of 
African-American and Caucasian, male 
and female, staff and student, youthful 
and mature, single and married persons, 
the four panelists chatted amiably with 

one another as they waited for the forum 
to begin. Less than six weeks prior 
(October 2016), the four of them had 
journeyed to North Carolina to attend a 
four-day conference, DisGrace: Seeking 
God’s Grace Amid the Disgrace of Racism. 

The DisGrace conference was billed as “a 
faithful response to the embedded and 
structural racism in church and culture ... 
Grounded in worship, truth-telling, 
confession, and collaboration, we move 
from disgrace toward solidarity. Together 
we tackle the hidden histories, unad-
dressed discomforts, divisions between 
people and communities, with a diverse 

community committed to journeying 
through these difficult but necessary and 
potentially life-giving conversations. 
When this conference ends, our true 
response to systemic racism begins.” 
http://www.montreat.org/disgrace/

The powerful experience of a large group 
of students and staff, as well as some 
faculty and members of the Board of 
Trustees in the August/September 
Intercultural Competency (ICC) training 
sessions sparked the community’s 
imagination and served as a major 
impetus for seeking additional opportuni-
ties to engage in conversations about race. 

DisGrace: Seeking God’s  
Grace Amid the Disgrace  
of Racism Conference
A faithful response to the embedded and structural racism in church and culture

12 News from the Hill  ·  Spring 2017

Ph
ot

o:
 A

da
m

 P
ie

rc
e (

’1
8)



News from the Hill  ·  www.vts.edu 13

Sponsored by the Office of Multicultural 
Ministries under the direction of its 
Interim Director, Joseph Thompson, 
Ph.D., the ICC training provided oppor-
tunities for members of the Virginia 
Seminary community to worship together, 
hear from scholar-practitioners, visit 
off-campus historical sites, and share their 
experiences and perspectives regarding 
race-related challenges and opportunities.

The ICC training led to other on-cam-
pus events that created space for 
conversations about race. Upon learning 
about the DisGrace conference, the 
Student Body President, Kathy Walker 
(’18, Diocese of Southeast Florida), 
approached Dr. Thompson to discuss 
the possibility of attending. Dr. 
Thompson subsequently explored the 
feasibility of sending additional mem-
bers of the VTS community to the 
conference. The following persons 
accepted his invitation: Katherine 
Malloy (Executive Assistant to the Dean 
and President), Vannessa McCormick 
(Welcome Center Coordinator), and the 
Student Body Vice-President, Adam 
Pierce (’18, Diocese of East Carolina).  

After the conference, all four participants 
returned to VTS with renewed energy, 
greater awareness, and a shared commit-
ment to advancing the conversation. 
Feeling more empowered and better 
equipped to speak up in the face of racism 
and other forms of oppression and 
injustice, they agreed to share their 

experiences and insights with the rest of 
the community.

As they waited for the forum to begin, it 
was clear that their shared experience 
had fostered a deep and perhaps lasting 
bond among them. Their ease with one 
another was not only apparent to 
observers, but it helped to create a 
receptive environment for a challenging 
and, at times, painful conversation. 
After opening with prayer and setting 
the context, Dr. Thompson introduced 
the panelists, all of whom had been 
invited to share their hopes, fears, and 
motivations for attending the confer-
ence; their experience of, and learnings 
from the conference; and their reflec-
tions on the significance of their 

experiences in light of the seminary’s 
inclusion and diversity efforts.

Not surprisingly, each of the partici-
pants expressed fears and concerns that 
typically arise in anyone who dares to 
enter into meaningful conversations 
about race in America: sadness, 
apprehension, anger, frustration, 
shame, and guilt. One participant 
worried about “saying or doing the 
wrong thing, being out of my element.” 
Some did not want to relive or talk 
about the debilitating, paralyzing, and 
dehumanizing effects of racism, and 
one was concerned that “the content 
wouldn’t be very deep. We would go, 
feel terrible and sad, and then move on 
and pat ourselves on the back.”

Adam Pierce (’18), Kathy Walker (’18), Vannessa McCormick, and Katherine Malloy.
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Multicultural Ministries

In spite of their fears, the panelists chose to 
trust that they would emerge from the 
conference better equipped to be agents of 
transformation. As one panelist put it: “I 
felt compelled to go ... Maybe it was the 
Holy Spirit ... I hoped that I would come 
away better equipped to engage in conver-
sations about white fragility—that is, overly 
defensive posturing such as ‘I’m not racist,’ 
or ‘this is not a racist system,’ and ignoring 
how we as persons who identify as white 
benefit from racism.” Another hoped that, 
in addition to seeing how clergy and lay 
leaders in congregations were approaching 
race-related issues, “I would leave feeling 
empowered and encouraged to speak out. 
By being there, I learned that you don’t 
need to be shown how to do it. Just do it.”

To their surprise, upon their arrival at the 
conference center, the participants were 
divided into groups based on how they 
self-identified (as white or as a person of 
color). This segregation by skin color 
elicited strong, negative feelings from 
some of the participants. However, as the 
participants of color listened to “people 
(who) were saying what I had been 
thinking and feeling,” they felt increas-
ingly grateful to those “(who) gave me 
words for what I’d been feeling.” They also 
turned to friends and relatives to help 
them to process their feelings. In fact, one 

participant shared a heartwarming story 
of being encouraged and comforted by her 
father, who sent her “just the right” 
scripture verses after that initially very 
painful session.  

During that first session, one of the white 
participants began to appreciate the value 
of being in a session with other whites, all 
of whom were asked to describe their first 
experience of racism. That exercise helped 
to foster humility and a willingness to 
listen among the white attendees. 

Worship elicited a range of feelings and 
responses. Huge banners, which hung in 
the worship space, were a powerful 
reminder to all of the cost of racial 
oppression and injustice. The banners 
bore the names of 102 persons of 
color—a fraction of those who were 
killed by police or vigilantes in recent 
years. One of the participants recalled 
the “powerful and disturbing moment” 
during the Holy Saturday service when 
the banners were placed on the altar and 
the persons whose names were inscribed 

Joe Thompson, Kathy Walker (’18), Katherine Malloy, Vannessa McCormick, and Adam Pierce (’18)
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Mrs. Brooks and her family.

on them “were given into God’s hands. I realized that these 
weren’t isolated events; it’s a structural issue.”  

In addition to the aforementioned realization, the panelists 
shared several other insights. For example, one reported 
that “what has stuck with me is my complicity in this … I 
don’t have a sense of what it’s like to be viewed as a problem 
because of the color of my skin.” Another noted that “I 
cannot fix someone else’s racism. I can’t bear that burden. I 
realize that they need to change. So I will pray for them. I 
will ask God to soften their hearts and open their spirits so 
that they can accept everyone, and I will continue to live the 
life God has given me ... perhaps others can then see that 
there’s more to me than the color of my skin.”

The panelists also reflected on their experience in light of 
the seminary’s inclusion and diversity efforts. Even though, 
as one panelist put it, “it is normal to feel uncomfortable 
and inadequate in conversations about racism and white 
fragility,” that is not a reason to avoid these discussions. 
Another cautioned that “when you’re trying to have 
conversations about race, you have to be honest … focusing 
on creating a safe space means we have polite conversations 
that never get us where we are trying to get to. We need to 
have respectful places so we can have the conversations that 
we need to have and therefore we can move together in 
some kind of unity.”

Yet another cautioned the VTS community to “not rush to 
the feel good of redemption. That’s not fair to folks who 
are reliving or currently living trauma. Hundreds of years 
of oppression doesn’t just go away ... It was pretty dark 
before resurrection.” Citing the baptismal covenant, that 
panelist also reminded us of our communal responsibility 
in confronting the scourge of racism, observing that “our 
brothers and sisters who identify as persons of color are 
tired—tired of having to always be the ones to champion 
this discussion ... It’s not appropriate for us to dump our 
confessions on persons of color individually or collectively 
if we haven’t been invited to do so. We need to confess to 
God and get right with God and prove to our brothers and 
sisters that we value them and the amazing diversity that 
we enjoy.”  

The vulnerability, courage, and authenticity of the panelists 
was both refreshing and challenging. Their desire to live 
more fully into their baptismal covenant, to join with God in 
God’s ministry of healing the wounds of racial oppression 
and promoting justice, peace and reconciliation was revealed 
in their actions as well as their words. Although the VTS 
community has made progress in addressing the sin of 
racism, these courageous men and women have continued to 
raise the standard for the rest of the community. The words 
of one participant sum it up best: “If I’m not willing to be part 
of the force that makes a change, then how can I expect 
anything to change?” q

Sharing History:  
A Conversation with  
Naomi Brooks
On Thursday, February 
16, the Seminary 
community had the 
opportunity to hear Mrs. 
Naomi Lewis Brooks 
share her memories 
of her childhood on 
the Virginia Seminary 
campus. A parishioner 
at the Alfred Street 
Baptist Church, 
Mrs. Brooks is the 
granddaughter and 
daughter of VTS and Episcopal High School grounds 
and maintenance staff—Mr. James Lewis Sr. and Mr. 
James Lewis Jr. The personal account of her family’s 
history gave attendees an opportunity to reflect on the 
many ways in which our stories intersect.

"Naomi Brooks's visit is a wonderful testimony to the 
Seminary's role in the larger community," said the Rev. 
Judy Fentress-Williams, Ph.D., professor of Old Testament, 
who hosted a reception following the presentation.

A retired teacher, Mrs. Brooks also told the fascinating 
story of her daughter-in-law’s grandfather, The Rev. 
Odell Greenleaf Harris. An alum of the Bishop Payne 
Divinity School and a 1974 honorary doctorate recipient 
from VTS, Harris played a role in the merger of the two 
institutions. Harris was the author of It Can Be Done: 
The Autobiography of a Black Priest of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church Who Started Under The Bottom 
and Moved Up to the Top, as well as A History of the 
Seminary to Prepare Black Men for the Ministry of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church.

Mrs. Brook’s complete talk was recorded for the 
Seminary Archives's growing oral history collection 
pertaining to VTS history. The video from this talk will 
be available online at www.vts.edu. q

Dr. Joe Thompson with Mrs. Naomi 
Brooks.
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The Center for Anglican Communion Studies

Cross Cultural  
Educational Programs
This January 23, VTS students and four faculty members took 
advantage of the opportunity to “go ye into all the world” (Mark 
16:15) and participate in Cross Cultural Educational Programs 
(CCEPs) offered in El Salvador, Jerusalem, Myanmar, and 
Tanzania. In fact, faculty member the Rev. A. Katherine Grieb, 
Ph.D., (’83) visited both Myanmar and Jerusalem.

CCEPs programs are a vital part of how Virginia Theological 
Seminary equips future church leaders for ministry in a global 
context. Perhaps the best way to convey their impact is through 
the words of the travelers themselves:

“My time at St. George's College helped me in priestly 
formation through holding the tension of spirituality and 
history in the Holy Land. I visited holy sites, and I was 
called to see what they mean to Muslims, Jews and 
Christians as places of prayer and meeting the Holy One 
while seeing the marks that empires and peoples have left 
and are leaving today. I was also challenged to step into the 
experience of others that stretched my imagination and 
granted me a fresh perspective on what it means to love my 
neighbor.” - Lisa Bornt (’18).

“Going to Jerusalem was an eye opening experience. I gained 
a new perspective of the plight of the Palestinians. It is with 
this new view I pray for peace for all people regardless of 
their faith. Christ loves us all.” - Sharon Williams (’18).

“It was so inspiring to witness the human rights work 
Cristosal is doing in El Salvador, to visit the sites of the 
Salvadoran martyrs, and to meet people who are putting 
their faith into action. I now feel like I understand the 
basics of the human rights based approach, and look 
forward to applying it in my future ministry ... I believe that 
it provides insight to transforming mission practice away 
from other-focused acts of charity toward a mutual experi-

ence of reconciliation and empowerment.” 
 - Robin Denney (’17).

"The CCEP in El Salvador was rich in academic, social 
justice, and human rights-based content, which opened my 
eyes to a new way of seeing ministry. Foundation Cristosal 
showed our group some very unique pathways to building 
pastoral relationships, outside the traditional paradigm of 
’mission’ within the Church.” - Jason Roberson (’17).

“Being a Christian in Myanmar means choosing to live in 
humility as a minority … The Christian witness to peace is 
one reason some people we met were drawn to Christianity. 
Christians in Myanmar are a testament to the peace of 
Christ in this world.” - Jennifer Gamber (’18).

"While in Tanzania my eyes were opened to what a different 
form of Anglicanism looked like. I was immersed in a 
culture that looked nothing like mine, but when we 
worshiped there was a common bond. We were all worship-
ing God as brothers and sisters in Christ, and I realized in a 
new way how the power of the gospel can bring very 
different people together." - Wesley Arning (’18).

For more information, please visit www.cceps.org or contact 
Molly O’Brien: mobrien@vts.edu. q

16 News from the Hill  ·  Spring 2017

Top: Participants in the 2017 Cross Cultural Education Programs (CCEPs).  
Bottom: Wesley Arning (’18) and Peter Gachira (’17) participated in an independent 
study in Tanzania and met with The Rev. Canon Hilda Kabia, the Principal at Msalato 
Theological College. 
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VTS Welcomed into the 
Community of the Cross of Nails
On Friday, December 2, 2016, the Virginia Theological 
Seminary was welcomed into the Community of the Cross of 
Nails at a special liturgy led by the Dean of Coventry Cathedral, 
the Very Rev. John Witcombe. The Community of the Cross of 
Nails emerged from the destruction of Coventry Cathedral, 
England in World War II. From the ruins of the sacred space, 
Provost Richard Thomas Howard led Coventry Cathedral to 
develop into a world-renowned center for reconciliation. Part of 
this ministry was the founding of the Community of the Cross 
of Nails. Today the Community is a network of 200 partners in 
35 countries committed to the work of reconciliation.

On the occasion, the Rev. Melody Knowles, Ph.D., acting dean 
and president, reflected, “That the Community of the Cross of 
Nails emerged from the destruction of a dearly loved place of 
worship has particular resonance here at Virginia Seminary. 
The commitment the network has to heal the wounds of 
history, learn from difference, celebrate diversity, and build a 
culture of peace is work we continue to strive towards at VTS. 
We are delighted that in being welcomed into the Community 
today we recognize that this work needs to be done within a 
wider fellowship.”

Membership includes VTS receiving a specially made “cross of 
nails” signifying a commitment to praying the Coventry Litany 
for Reconciliation each week, acting for peace and justice, and 
being a resource for peacebuilding. q

Top: The Rev. Robert 
Heaney, Ph.D., D.Phil., 
The Very Rev. John 
Witcomb, dean of 
Coventry Cathedral, 
Margie Baker ('19), The 
Rev. Kyle Babin ('17), 
The Rev. David 
Gortner, Ph.D., and Jon 
Musser ('17).

Above: The Rev. Mark 
Pendleton, chair of the 
Community of the 
Cross of Nails North 
America board, with 
The Rev. David 
Gortner, Ph.D.

Left: The Very Rev. 
John Witcomb, with 
The Rev. Melody 
Knowles, Ph.D.
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VTS Moves All Doctoral  
Programs to a Summer-Only 
Schedule Starting 2018
The schedule of residencies of the 

doctoral programs at VTS are 
changing significantly. Starting in 

2018, all Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) 
and Doctor of Educational Ministry 
(D.Ed.Min.) on-campus residencies will 
be offered during the Summer Session. 
There will be no more January D.Min. 
residencies. Instead, doctoral residencies 
will be scheduled for three consecutive 
weeks of courses, mid-June through early 
July. In summer 2018, the dates are June 
18 through July 6.

This change will result in a consistent 
student experience across all of our 
D.Min. tracks (Ministry Development, 
Educational Leadership, and Christian 
Spirituality) and for our D.Ed.Min. 
program in Educational Leadership. The 
change will strengthen a shared culture 
of intensive on-campus doctoral study, 
within and across cohorts and programs. 

“This is an important change in the 
program,” said The Rev. David Gortner, 
Ph.D., director of the Doctoral Program 
since 2008. “This was first suggested by 
one of our core D.Min. instructors, Peter 
John Hobbs, who is also a graduate of the 
program. For over eight months, we 
asked staff, instructors, faculty, and 
students about the idea. Feedback was 
mostly unanimous in support of the 
move to a summer-only schedule.”

Current D.Min. student Sandy Graham, 
Canon for Congregational Development 
in the Episcopal Diocese of Hawaii, said, 
“This will be helpful to future students. 
January can be a challenging time for 
clergy, with church annual meetings 
often occurring during that month.” 
International students expressed grati-
tude for reducing the number of residen-
cies for which to travel. Other students 

and staff indicated that this shift would 
be favorable for a wide variety of reasons.

Students in the Ministry Development 
track will complete coursework in a 
shorter amount of time. Students in the 
Christian Spirituality track will take six 
months longer to complete coursework, 
but will have more space and time 
between residencies. Students in 

Educational Leadership 
will not experience any 
change; their program 
schedule is now the 
standard for all doctoral 
programs and tracks.

“This streamlined 
schedule will help 
faculty, instructors and 
staff provide a more 
cohesive, uniform, rich, 
and diversified educa-
tional experience,” said 
the Rev. Melody 

Knowles, Ph.D., vice president for 
academic affairs and associate professor 
of Old Testament.

VTS is accepting applications for all 
doctoral programs and tracks for 
summer 2018. The final deadline for all 
applicants for summer 2018 is January 
15, 2018. q
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Groundbreaking Remarks 
August 13, 2015
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. 
Dean and President

There has been a lot of history on this spot. This 
was a Civil War site for a hospital and there would 
have been tents along this very area. It is a campus 
that has seen remarkable students from Liberia and 
it is lovely to welcome a successor to those students 
on the campus in the incoming class. It is a place 
that has seen men and women be formed and 
shaped for the sake of the Gospel over generations. 
We have been going since 1823 and we are coming 
up on our 200th birthday. This site has seen a great 
deal of shaping lives for the sake of the Gospel.

We believe that lives shaped in community are the 
most effective way to create transformed leadership 
for the church. Now, I know there are folks who say 
that the way forward with theological education is to 
take a couple of online courses for a few weekends, 
and that will do the trick -  you will be fit for Ministry. And, of 
course, for some people, that is what they have to do.

But, we say, “No.” Because what does a leader of a congrega-
tion do? What does a priest do? A leader of a congregation 
is the intersection of the divine with the human. It is a life 
that connects us with the Creator of the universe, that 
invites people into relationship with the Creator, invites 
them to discover that in God we have full human potential 
as beings intended to live as God always intended us to be. 
It is an extraordinary privilege. It is hard, difficult work. It 
means that you will be at the joyous moments, the birth of a 
baby. It means you will be there when the young couple is 
wed, but it also means that you will be holding the hand of 
somebody as they struggle with the loss of somebody they 
love. It means that you listen to the secrets of the soul. It 
means that you invite people into a deeper commitment 
with God that expresses itself in the work of Micah, of 
loving justice, being kind and walking humbly with God. It 
is remarkably difficult work. And what this project repre-
sents, as this seminary says, this work is best done in 
community. It is done with families present. It is done with 
kids around. It is done where we rub the edges of each other 
all the time so we can become authentic vehicles of God’s 
grace at the front of congregations. Because, in the end, 
authenticity really matters.

And this is what Virginia Seminary is about. We are committed 
to formation in community. We are committed to being 

changed by the people around us. We are committed to learning 
and living together so we actually become the authentic church 
that God has called us to be.  q

Additional Student Housing
“Authenticity Really Matters”

Additional Student Housing
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Construction to Occupancy
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Additional Student Housing
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Additional Student Housing

By Curtis W. Prather 
Director of Communications

Over the years it had become increasingly 
difficult for Virginia Theological Seminary to 
meet the housing needs of all of our students in 

the general Alexandria rental market. Before the 
construction of the additional student housing, VTS 
rented 46 apartment units at an annual cost of $884,368, 
paid for out of endowed scholarship funds. This cost 
was expected to increase each year, as a result of 
increases in rent and as the number of students in need 
of such housing grows.

During its November 2014 meeting, the Board of Trustees voted 
to build additional student housing on the Virginia Theological 
Seminary campus.

“If we do not take advantage of this opportunity now, then we 
are unlikely to do this work for at least another decade,” said the 
Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.

Ceremonial groundbreaking occurred as part of the welcome 
community Eucharist on August 13, 2015. New students were 
introduced to the plans and were excited about the project and 
the upcoming change in residential life. 

Over the course of the next year, four buildings (Red Bud, Osage 
Orange, White Oak, and Silver Maple), housing 38 apartments 
and one faculty residence, were built in the northeast corner of 
the campus, beside the Bishop Payne Library and near Trotter 
Bowl. The buildings include one-bedroom, two-bedroom, and 
three-bedroom apartments. Local architect Tom Kerns (a 

member of Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill and the architect for 
the cathedral which will be built in Haiti) designed the 
four buildings.

Be our shelter, Lord, when we are at home, 
our companion when we are away,  
and our welcome guest when we return.  
And at last receive us into the dwelling place  
you have prepared for us in your Father's 
house, where you live for ever and ever.

Additional Student Housing
Student Housing Dedication
October 4, 2016
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Home Blessing



The hardwood floors are beautiful, the cabinets are all high-quality 
with Corian countertops, and each unit has a washer and dryer as 
well as ceiling fans and light fixtures in the bedrooms. The four 
buildings were built to LEED certification and ADH standards, 
which awards credits in the areas of integrative process, location and 
transportation, materials and resources, water efficiency, energy and 
atmosphere, sustainable site, indoor environmental quality, innova-
tion, and regional priority credit. In addition, the Class of 2016 
raised enough money for not only their senior gift of an oratory altar 
frontal, but also two gas grills—one for the student housing patio 
and one for the residence halls' patio.

Dedication of New Campus Residences was during the 2016 Alumni 
Convocation on Tuesday, October 4. All students and their families 
were moved in by Thanksgiving break.

Building these apartments is a very physical way for Virginia 
Seminary to push back against the assumption that residential 
theological education is a dinosaur of the past. Our mantra “chapel, 
class, lunch” is deeply ingrained in the DNA of Virginia Theological 
Seminary. By building additional student housing, the Seminary is 
adding new chapters to our story and continues what we pray is our 
faithful service to God’s Church and God’s mission in the world. q

Above: The Rev. 
Ruthanna Hooke, 
Ph.D., associate 
dean of Chapel 
and associate 
professor of 
Homiletics.

Left: Dave 
Mutscheller, 
director of 
Facilities, with his 
wife, Dana.
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Pat Caulfield, president and co-owner of Coakley & Williams, with The 
Rev. Melody Knowles, Ph.D., vice president for Academic Affairs and 
associate professor of Old Testament
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Alumni Convocation 2016

Kreitler Environmental Lectures
Virginia Theological Seminary was honored to host the 

Kreitler Environmental Lectures during 
Convocation 2016.

On Tuesday, October 4, actor and environmentalist, Ed Begley Jr., 
led the keynote session on “Preserving Creation for Future 
Generations.” Begley serves on the boards of several environmental 
organizations and his work has earned him a number of awards 
from some of the most prestigious environmental groups in the 
nation. He is the author of numerous publications regarding 
sustainable living. He lives in a self-sufficient home powered by 
solar energy. The full keynote is available online at www.vts.edu.

The following morning, members of the VTS community 
continued the conversation with The Rev. Peter Rood and The 
Rev. Ragan Sutterfield (’16) as they presented a talk on 
“Exploring Practices in Congregations and Beyond.” Rood is the 
rector of Holy Nativity Episcopal Church in Westchester, 
California, while Sutterfield is the Curate at St, Margaret’s 
Episcopal Church in Little Rock, Arkansas. Sutterfield is also 
the author of This is My Body: From Obesity to Ironman, My 
Journey Into the True Meaning of Flesh, Spirit, and Deeper Faith 
(Convergent/Random House 2015).

Established at VTS in 2006, the Kreitler Environmental Fund 
aims to empower clergy and the church with a strong environ-
mental ethic in order to help conserve and preserve the environ-
ment. The fund was created by Peter Gwillim Kreitler (’69), his 
wife Catharine B. Kreitler, brother John Jay Kreitler, and friends, 
in memory of John (Jack) Henry Kreitler and Muriel (Billie) 
Gwillim Kreitler, the parents of Peter Gwillim and John Jay. q

Above: The Rev. Peter Rood and The Rev. Ragan Sutterfield 
(’16).

Right: Catharine B. Kreitler, Peter Gwillim Kreitler (’69),  
Ed Begley Jr., and The Rev. Melody Knowles, Ph.D.
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Virginia Theological 
Seminary Awards 
Five Honorary 
Degrees
Honorary doctorates were conferred 
upon five distinguished recipients at 
Virginia Theological Seminary’s annual 
Academic Convocation, which took place 
during the Alumni Convocation 
Evensong service. The Doctor in 
Divinity, honoris causa degree was 
awarded to the Rt. Rev. Mark Allen 
Bourlakas, the Rt. Rev. James Kendrick, 
and the Rev. Sandra McCann, M.D. The 
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa 
degree was awarded to R. Francis 
McKendree and The Rev. Nancy Joy 
Sylvester-Johnson.

"This year's honorees—bishops, doctors, 
educators, social justice leaders, and 
musicians—are especially notable for the 
reach of their work," said the Rev. Melody 
D. Knowles, Ph.D. "Even as we confer on 
them honorary degrees, they and their 
ministries truly honor us."

The Rt. Rev. Mark Allen Bourlakas was 
consecrated the sixth Bishop of the 
Diocese of 
Southwestern 
Virginia on July 
20, 2013. Bishop 
Bourlakas came to 
southwestern 
Virginia from 
Christ Church 
Cathedral in 
Louisville, 
Kentucky, where he served as dean. He 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1985 
and a Doctor of Ministry degree in 2012 
from the School of Theology at 
University of the South in Sewanee, 
Tennessee, and a Master of Divinity from 
Seabury Western Theological Seminary 
in Evanston, Illinois in 1997. 

The Rt. Rev. James Kendrick was 
consecrated bishop in July 2015 of the 
Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf 
Coast, a diocese 
that includes 
southern Alabama 
and the panhandle 
of Florida. He 
earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 
architecture and 
marketing from 
Auburn University 
in 1984 and a Master in Divinity degree 
in 1995 from the Virginia Theological 
Seminary, one year before he was 
ordained to the priesthood. 

The Rev. Sandra McCann, M.D., has 
lived and worked for 12 years with her 
husband, Martin, in Dodoma, Tanzania, 
where she served as 
communications 
director for 
Msalato 
Theological 
College, as well as 
fulfilling other 
roles there. 
McCann also 
served at St. Philip’s 
Theological College in Maseno, Kenya. 
Along with her roles as priest, tutor, 
radiologist, assistant professor, chaplain, 
communications director, mother, wife, 
and grandmother; in 2003, she earned her 
Master in Divinity from VTS. 

R. Francis McKendree grew up in rural 
Connecticut where he began to play 
guitar and sing. As 
the lead vocalist 
for his band 
"McKendree 
Spring," he toured 
the world, per-
forming with some 
of the most 
influential artists, 
including the 
Everly Brothers, James Taylor, the 
Average White Band, and Frank Zappa. 
In 2013, McKendree performed on the 
Virginia Seminary Grove as part of the 
VTS Christian Rock Concert. 

Nancy Joy Sylvester-Johnson, an 
ordained Baptist minister, was the chief 
executive officer in Roanoke, Virginia 
for Rescue 
Mission of 
Roanoke, which 
serves the most 
vulnerable in 
society. She 
earned Bachelor 
of Arts degrees in 
both sociology 
and speech and 
communication from Taylor University 
in Indiana in 1972, and a Master of 
Divinity degree from the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky in 1981. q
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Alumni Convocation 2016

The Class of 1966 celebrates their 50th Reunion! Front row, left to right: The Rev. Tom Midyette, Peg Midyette, Janyce Caulkins, The Rev. Sid Gervais, Kathleen 
Chilton, Lynn Tyler, The Rev. Randy Dales, Diane Abbott, and The Rev. Joe Clark. Back row (left to right): The Rt. Rev. Jack McKelvey, Barbara Stanton, The Rev. Pete 
Stanton, The Rev. Rodney Caulkins, Tish Gervais, The Rev. Dr. Frank Wade, The Rev. Bill Chilton, The Rev. Andy France, The Rev. John Marlin, The Rev. Jim Abbott.

Members of the Class of 1981 enjoying their 35th Reunion. Clockwise from lower left corner: 
The Rev. George Hull, The Rev. Michael Pumphrey, Elizabeth Biddle, The Rev. Lucy Hogan, 
The Rev. Lois Schembs, and The Rev. Neal Goldsborough.

AAEC Vice President, The Rev. Mike 
Angell (’11) reads the Alumni 
Necrology at the Academic 
Convocation Evensong service at the 
2016 Alumni Convocation.

Convocation 
attendees The 
Rev. Edwin Cox, 
The Rev. Frances 
Fosbroke Cox 
(’81), Janet 
D’Arcangelo, and 
the Rev. Noreen 
Suriner (’76).

The Rev. Mark 
Wilkinson (’04) and the 
Rev. Wendy Wilkinson’ 
(’04) attending the 
dedication of the new 
student housing on 
campus, for which  
they gave an apartment 
in memory of both their 
parents.

The Rev. Lauren 
Kuratko (’05), 
Class Stewards 
Co-Chair and 
AAEC member, 
with her son.
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Alumni Convocation 2016

AAEC member, The Rev. Ginny Wilder (’12) and Class 
Steward, the Rev. Lou Hays (’99).

Class Steward, the Rev. Mary Alice Mathison (’14) and the Rev. Joseph Wood (’16) catching 
up at Alumni Convocation.

Gathering to celebrate their 40th Reunion are the following members of the Class of 1976 (left to right):  
The Rev. Peter Worthington, the Rt. Rev. Greg Brewer, the Rev. Alan Hooker, the Rev. Dharma Dharmapalan, and 
Kamala Dharmapalan.

The Rev. Anita Braden (’14) enjoys a 
conversation with the Rev. Joyce 
Cunningham (’15).

VTS faculty member, The Rev. Bill Roberts, D.M.A., shares a moment with a 
member of the Board of Trustees, the Rev. Neal Goldsborough (’81).

AAEC President, 
The Very Rev. 
Phoebe Roaf (’08) 
with Class 
Steward, the Rev. 
Laurie Lewis 
(’08).
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The Alumni Association Executive Committee (AAEC) held its 
spring meeting on March 7-8. Key items for discussion at the 
meeting included plans for the 2017 Alumni Convocation and 
preparing a slate of nominees for the next AAEC election process. 

The 2017 Alumni Convocation will be held Tuesday, October 10, 
and Wednesday, October 11. Class Reunion activities are sched-
uled for Monday, October 9. The 2017 Convocation will focus on 
racial diversity and reconciliation. Mark your calendars now for 
what is sure to be a memorable Convocation.

The Regional Chapter program 
continues to expand across the 
country, allowing an increasing 
number of alumni to enjoy regional 
programming offered by VTS faculty 
and opportunities to connect with 
fellow alums and the Seminary. We 
invite you to participate in Regional 
Chapter activities; please visit the 
Regional Chapters section of the 
website for further information.

The Alumni and Church Relations 
Office handles placement activities, 
particularly for our graduating 
students. Please be in touch if you have 
a position opening that is appropriate 
for one of our soon-to-be VTS alumni.

A final reminder to all: Please keep 
the Alumni Office informed of 
changes in address and new minis-

tries. And please don’t forget to let us know about email address 
changes! We want to be sure you are receiving news about all of 
the exciting things going on here at your Seminary.

Blessings, 

Shelagh Casey Brown 
Director of Alumni and Church Relations 
scbrown@vts.edu 
703-461-1711
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Spring 2017 Update from the Alumni Office

The AAEC at their March 2017 meeting. Front row, left to right: Sharon Ely Pearson (’03); The Rev. Dorian Del 
Priore (’14); The Rev. Lisa Neilson (’16); The Rev. Ginny Wilder (’12); and Shelagh Casey Brown. Middle row, left 
to right: The Very Rev. Phoebe Roaf (’08); The Rev. Bingham Powell (’07); and Dr. Serena Beeks (D.Min. ’09). Top 
row, left to right: The Rev. Chris Miller (’15); The Very Rev. Troy Mendez (’09); The Rev. Lauren Kuratko (’05); 
and The Rev. Charles Fischer (’09).

Alumni at the 2017 Consortium of Endowed Episcopal Parishes (CEEP) Conference

From left to right: The Rev. Chris Hamby (’15), the Rev. Will Compton (’16), 
the Rev. Christian Anderson (’16); and the Rev. Greg Millikin (’15).

Jason Roberson (’17) and the Rev. Sarah 
Akes-Cardwell (’16).

The Rev. Canon Melanie Mullen 
(’12), recently named the 
Episcopal Church Director of 
Reconciliation, Justice and 
Creation Care, a member of the 
Presiding Bishop’s staff.
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1967
The Rev. Jeffrey W. 
Meadowcroft, Assistant 
Priest for Pastoral Care for 
Christ Church, Greenville, SC

1971
The Rev. Edward L. Mullins, 
Interim Rector for The Church 
of the Holy Trinity,  
Hertford, NC

1979
The Rev. Donald Allston 
Fishburne, D.Min. Priest 
Associate for Holy Cross 
Faith Memorial Episcopal 
Church, Pawleys Island, SC 
Director of Travel Ministries, 
Pilgrimages and Missions for 
EO Tours

The Rev. Peter Stube, Priest-
in-Charge for St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church,  
Stone Harbor, NJ

1980
The Rt. Rev. Gladstone 
(Skip) Adams, Provisional 
Bishop for the Episcopal 
Church in South Carolina, 
Charleston, SC

1981
The Rev. Frances Cox,  
Vicar of St Matthew's 
Episcopal Church, 
Kernersville, NC

1988
The Rev. Barbara Parini, 
Priest Associate for St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church in 
Bonita Springs, FL

1989
The Rev. Dr. John C. N. 
Hall, Rector for St. Anne's 
Episcopal Church,  
Reston, VA

1990
The Venerable Carl W. 
Wright, Elected VII Bishop 
Suffragan for the Armed 
Forces and Federal Ministries, 
Washington, DC

1992
The Rt. Rev. Dean E. Wolfe 
Rector for St. Bartholomew's 
Episcopal Church,  
New York, NY

1994
The Rev. Jeffrey S. Miller, 
Rector for St. Philip’s Church, 
Charleston, SC

The Rev. Carol Westerberg 
Sedlacek, Canon for 
Christian & Leadership 
Formation for Diocese of 
Oregon

1995
The Rev. Louanne Loch, 
Rector for St. Paul’s-by-
the-Sea Episcopal Church, 
Jacksonville Beach, FL.

1998
The Rev. Jenny Glaze 
Montgomery Priest-in-
Charge for Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Newtown, CT

The Rev. Alan Kim Webster 
Priest-in-Charge for St. 
Matthew's Episcopal Church, 
Charleston, WV

1999
The Rev. Augusta Rowe 
Anderson, Canon to the 
Ordinary and Chief of Staff for 
the Diocese of Western North 
Carolina, Asheville, NC

The Rev. Robin Dodge, 
Rector for The Church of the 
Holy Faith, Santa Fe, NM

2001
The Rev. Connie Gilman 
Rector for Christ Episcopal 
Church, Smithfield, VA

2002
The Rev. Dr. Chantal 
B. McKinney, Church 
Planter for Christ’s Beloved 
Community,  
Winston-Salem, NC

The Rev. Lyndon C. 
Shakespeare, Interim 
Rector for Church of the 
Holy Comforter, Vienna, VA

2003
The Rev. Michael Cadaret, 
Interim Rector for St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
Mt. Jackson, VA

The Rev. Sarah Odderstol 
Rector for St. John’s Broad 
Creek, MD

2004
The Rev. Joseph M. 
Browne III, Canon for 
Diocesan Life for Diocese of 
East Carolina

The Rev. Douglas F. 
Scharf, Rector for Good 
Shepherd Episcopal Church 
and School, Tequesta, FL

2005
The Rt. Rev. José A. 
McLoughlin, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Western North 
Carolina, Asheville, NC

Alumni on the Move Keeping 
In TouchPlease share your 

news with us!

Write: 
3737 Seminary Rd. 
Alexandria, VA 22304

E-mail: alumni@vts.edu 
Call: 703-461-1711 
Fax: 703-370-0138 
E-mail address changes 
to: eosborn@vts.edu

www.vts.edu
The official website for 
Virginia Theological 
Seminary.

News from the Hill
The Seminary’s newsletter 
for supporters of VTS. 
Published three times a year, 
in March, July, and November.

Episcopal Teacher
The magazine for the Center 
for the Ministry of Teaching
Published three times a year.

The Annual Report
The Seminary’s annual 
report is published once per 
year for alumni and friends. 
Published every December.

The eNews
Monthly updates about
happenings at VTS.
The first day of each month.

The Dean’s Commentary
Daily updates from 
Dean Markham and/or 
guest contributors. 
Daily, Monday-Friday

Online Resources
Ø	www.keyhallonline.com
Ø	www.buildfaith.org
Ø	www.eformationvts.org
 
You can also find us on:

Continued on Page 31
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By Jeff Dienno, Colonel, U.S. Army (retired) 
Deputy Director, U.S. European Command Liaison Office and 
Coordinator, Pentagon Episcopal Community

On Saturday, February 11, 2017, the Most Reverend 
Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate of The 
Episcopal Church, ordained and consecrated The 

Venerable Carl Walter Wright, (’90) as the VII Bishop Suffragan 
for the Episcopal Armed Forces and Federal Ministries. 

Witnesses to Bishop Wright’s consecration at the National 
Cathedral included family, friends, bishops, clergy and deacons, 
and representatives of the U.S. Armed Forces, Government, 
Veterans Administration, and Federal Bureau of Prisons. 
Joining me were Jenn Pilat (’19), a VTS seminarian who is on 
the path to becoming a Navy Chaplain, and my wife, Linda, a 
self-described military brat who grew up attending chapel on 
various installations. During my 30 years in the Army, chaplains 
walked side-by-side with those of us in the field, providing 
pastoral counseling and spiritual leadership to all.  Jenn, Linda, 
and I represented a microcosm of the “Federal Parish” Bishop 
Wright now serves. 

Aptly, one of the hymns during Bishop Wright’s service was 
“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” and that underscored 
the breadth of service for federal chaplains who serve the 
military, Veterans Administration hospitals, and federal 
prisons. They provide spiritual and day-to-day support to 
servicemen and women overseas and stateside, veterans requir-
ing medical services, and the incarcerated. Federal chaplains 
bring spiritual healing and comfort to those with no other faith 
resources. Today there are 106 Episcopal federal chaplains 
serving in the United States as well as countries around the 
world including Afghanistan, Iraq, Japan, Korea, Italy, 
Germany, and Djibouti. 

A Baltimore native, Bishop Wright’s background is a tapestry of 
service to the Church and the military. Elected Bishop Suffragan 
at the fall 2016 House of Bishops Meeting, he previously served 
as Rector of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Pasadena, 
Maryland. He was named Archdeacon in the Episcopal Diocese 
of Maryland by Bishop Eugene Sutton. In earlier days, he was 
assisting organist at St. James’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette 
Square, a congregation renowned for raising up lay and or-
dained leaders: Thurgood Marshall, the Rev. Dr. Pauli Murray, 
and the Most Reverend Michael B. Curry. 

In 1978, he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force, later attending Loyola 
University and earning a Bachelor’s degree in Theology. In 1985, 
Bishop Wright was commissioned as an Infantry Officer in the 
Maryland Army National Guard and U.S. Army Reserve. He 
attended Virginia Theological Seminary, graduating in 1990 
with a Master of Divinity after which he was ordained a Priest 
in the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland.  

From 1993 to 2011, Bishop Wright served as an Air Force 
Chaplain. His favorite assignment was at the Air Force Theater 
Hospital, Balad Air Base, Iraq, where he ministered to wounded 
soldiers and Iraqis. To this day, he keeps the names of the 
soldiers whose deaths he attended in his Bible. His terminal 
assignment was Deputy Command Chaplain for the Air Force 
Global Strike Command, headquartered at Barksdale AFB, 
Louisiana.

The ordination and consecration service is, as described by 
The Reverend Canon Harold T. Lewis, Ph.D., preacher, and 
rector Emeritus, Calvary Church, Pittsburgh, “the most 
dramatic act in the Churches’ liturgical repertory.” In his 
sermon, he advised Bishop Wright, “You are about to under-
take a ministry whose challenges may well be unique among 
those of your sister and brother bishops. You will be a living 
paradox, having been a commissioned officer who does not 
bear arms, you are now a lover of peace who ministers to 
those who prepare for and engage in war. You and the 

Ordination and Consecration of the 
Bishop Suffragan for the Armed 
Forces and Federal Ministries
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Jenn Pilat (’19), Bishop Wright, and Jeff Dienno. 
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chaplains under your care will be ministering to warriors, 
inmates and veterans, and lest we forget, their families, many 
of whom suffer from post-traumatic stress, as well as what 
psychologists now call moral injury, a condition born of 
experiences which include the harmful aftermath of expo-
sure to war.” 

The highest priority for the Bishop Suffragan is recruiting 
priests and seminarians to serve as military, Veteran Affairs, 
and Bureau of Prisons chaplains, but particularly military 
chaplains. Sitting with Jenn at Bishop Wright’s ordination gave 

me hope for our hurting world. In our new Bishop, we have a 
strong, faithful leader who knows the military world as well as 
the clergy world. He is uniquely suited to be the pastoral 
counselor to Jenn and to all others who feel called to 
this ministry.

Traditionally, the Bishop Suffragan avidly supports the 
Pentagon Episcopal Community by attending and celebrating at 
their Wednesday midday service several times a year.  On 
February 11, Bishop Wright affirmed his commitment to our 
community. We look forward to welcoming him. q

Alumni on the Move (continued)
The Rev. John M. Porter-
Acee III, Rector for St. 
Timothy's Episcopal Church, 
Greenville, NC

The Rev. Hillary T. West, 
Rector for the Church of the 
Epiphany, Herndon, VA

2006
The Rev. Susan L. 
Daughtry, Missioner for 
Formation for Diocese of 
Minnesota

The Rev. Robbin 
Melchiorre Del Nagro, 
Interim Rector for St. 
Andrew’s Anglican Church, 
Riberas del Pilar,  
Jalisco, Mexico

The Rev. Leslie Nunez 
Steffensen, Canon to 
the Bishop for Federal 
Ministries in the Episcopal 
Church, Washington, DC

2007
The Rev. Betty Glover, 
Campus Missioner for 
the Episcopal Diocese of 
Kansas, Topeka, KS

The Rev. Steven J. Pankey, 
Rector, Christ Episcopal 
Church, Bowling Green, KY

2008
The Rev. Meredith T. 
Heffner, Rector for St. 
James Episcopal Church, 
Potomac, MD

The Rev. Robin Gulick 
Razzino, Priest-in-Charge, 
Episcopal Church of St. 
Clement, Alexandria, VA

2010
The Rev. Barbara A. 
Bassuener, Interim Priest 
for St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church, Denver, CO

The Rev. Kimberly S. 
Jackson, Associate Rector, 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 
Atlanta, GA

2011
The Rev. Ramelle McCall, 
Urban Missioner for West 
Baltimore for the Diocese of 
Maryland; Priest-in-Charge, 
Church of the Holy Trinity,  
Baltimore, MD

2012
The Rev. Melanie Mullen, 
Episcopal Church Director 
of Reconciliation, Justice 
and Creation Care

The Rev. Oscar A. Rozo, 
Priest-in-Charge for St. 
Mark's Episcopal Church, 
Beaver Dam, WI

The Rev. Matthew L. 
Wright, Priest-in-Charge 
for St. Gregory's Episcopal 
Church, Woodstock, NY

2013
The Rev. Jim Said, Rector 
for St. Augustine’s of 
Canterbury Episcopal 
Church, Augusta, GA

2014
The Rev. Nicholas Hull, 
Rector for Christ Episcopal 
Church, Martinsville, VA

Adrienne Hymes, 
Missioner for Church 
Extension, Episcopal 
Diocese of Southwest 
Florida, Chaplain, St. 
Anselm's Episcopal Chapel 
Center (University of South 
Florida Campus)

The Rev. Steven King, 
Director of Congregational 
Life for Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral in Omaha, NE

The Rev. Emily Lukanich, 
Assistant Rector for 
Episcopal Church of the 
Transfiguration, Vail, CO

The Rev. Christen H. 
Mills, Priest-in-Charge for 
Epiphany Episcopal Church, 
Walpole, MA

2015
The Rev. Alan Cowart, 
Rector for Grace Memorial 
Episcopal Church, 
Lynchburg, VA

The Rev. Martha Korienek, 
Associate Rector for Grace 
Episcopal Church,  
New York, NY

The Rev. Benjamin 
Maddison Rector for Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Wenonah, NJ

The Rev. Eric N. Mancil, 
Rector for St. Catherine's 
Episcopal Church,  
Chelsea, AL

The Rev. Ernesto Pasalo, 
Jr., Vicar of St. Nicholas 
Episcopal Church,  
Kapolei, HI

The Rev. Jacob Pierce, 
Associate Rector for St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
Charlotte, NC

2016
The Rev. Kristen Tossell 
Pitts, Assistant to the 
Rector for St. Andrew's 
Episcopal Church, College 
Park, MD; and Episcopal 
Campus Minister for the 
University of Maryland,  
College Park, MD



32 News from the Hill  ·  Spring 2017

The Center for Liturgy and Music

The Center for Liturgy and Music takes seriously its call to 
provide continuing education around issues related to 
liturgy, music, and preaching. In that vein, the CLM 

offers several workshops each year. This spring, two workshops 
are being offered. 

• On February 11, the Rev. Ruthanna Hooke, Ph.D., faculty 
consultant for preaching, offered a two-hour workshop 
entitled “Using the Voice in Liturgical Leadership.” Attendees 
included faculty and students in the VTS community, alumni, 
as well as lay leaders in parish ministries across northern 
Virginia. Dr. Hooke discussed ways to integrate voice and 
body in the various roles of liturgical leadership, from 
presider to lector. 

• On Saturday, April 8 (please note the changed date since the 
last publication), the Rev. William Bradley, D.M.A., faculty 
consultant for music, will present a master class on singing 
music for Holy Week and Easter. The CLM offered a similar 
workshop last spring, and it proved to be helpful for both 
ordained and lay people charged with singing some of the 
notable music for Holy Week and Easter, particularly the 
Exsultet. There is still time to register for the April 8 event; 
simply contact clm@vts.edu.

• In addition to its several offerings to the local and wider 
Church, the CLM has also taken an instrumental role in 
organizing and supporting weekly Tuesday Evensongs at VTS. 
This is one of two sung evening prayer services at the semi-
nary during the academic year. A feature of these services at 
VTS is an auditioned group of 14 seminary students and 

faculty who have formed a Schola that supports congregation-
al singing at each Evensong. The CLM is also organizing a 
service of Great Paschal Vespers on Tuesday of Easter week 
(April 18), with the Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston, Bishop of 
Virginia, officiating. All are welcome to attend this beautiful 
stational liturgy celebrating the great Paschal Mystery in word 
and song.

• In early June CLM will host the first part of a dual consulta-
tion—The Once and Future Prayer Book. The Episcopal 
Church’s General Convention has asked for the Standing 
Commission on Liturgy and Music to develop a process for 
the possible revision of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. 
The questions being asked are:

Is it now time for prayer book revision or does the 1979 book 
continue to serve the church well?

If the time has come, what sort of revisions, in part or in 
whole, might we need to make?  

Consultation I, to be held at Virginia Theological Seminary on 
June 1 and 2, 2017, will ask whether the time for revision has 
come. Grounded in a fresh revisitation of the conditions that led 
to the 1979 prayer book, a critical assessment of the current 
situation of the church’s life and witness will be offered. What 
were those conditions—social, cultural, religious, theological, 
spiritual, missional—that powered the revision of 1979 and are 
similar conditions present now? What are those conditions and 
what challenges to our liturgical life do they present?  What 

The Center for Liturgy and Music 
is Planning a Momentous 2017
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matters of aesthetics, language, and 
culture press the question of prayer 
book revision?

Plenary speakers in June include the 
Most Rev. Frank Griswold who will 
speak to the conditions leading to the 
1979 Book of Common Prayer, and the 
Rev. Dr. Lizette Larson-Miller, who will 
address whether similar conditions for 
revision are currently present. 

Participants in panel discussions include 
the Rev. Anthony Guillen, Terry Eason, 
and Marilyn Haskel. We also will hear 
from ecumenical partners about recent 
revisions to the Roman Catholic missal 
(the Rev. John Baldovin), Common 
Worship (Dr. Bryan Spinks), and 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (the Rev. 
Martin Seltz).   

This important gathering will help to 
inform the Standing Commission’s 
report back to General Convention.

The second portion of this consultation 
will be held at the Sewanee School of 
Theology in mid-October and will focus 
on the major rites and contents of the 
prayer book, assessing their present 
strengths and possible needs for revision, 
should a process of revision seem to the 
church to be timely. 

• The Center for Liturgy and Music is 
also hosting a consultation on The 
Once and Future Hymnal.  Like the 
symposium on prayer book revision, 

the focus of this consultation will be 
The Hymnal 1982 along with its 
supplements. The opening plenary 
speaker will be Dr. James Litton, who 
served on the committee which 
created The Hymnal 1982. He will 
speak about the musical, social, 
cultural, religious, theological, 
spiritual, and missional conditions 
that powered the revision. The Rev. 
William Bradley Roberts, D.M.A., 
and Marilyn Haskel will explore the 
achievements of The Hymnal 1982 
and its supplements, and the Rev. Dr. 
Frank Wade ('66) will speak about the 
cultural and societal developments 

over the past 35 years.  Panel discus-
sion participants include The Rev. 
Katherine Grieb, Ph.D. (’83), the Very 
Rev. Ian Markham, Ph.D., the Rev. 
Carl P. Daw, Jr., Susan Cherwien, 
Andrew Sheranian, Keith Tan, Dr. 
Michael Hawn, and Dr. Carl 
Haywood. Ecumenical partners from 
the ELCA and the Presbyterian 
Church USA will speak about the 
processes in producing their new 
hymnals. q 

Please visit us at www.liturgyandmusic.com. 
Contact us at 703-461-1792 or by e-mail: 
clm@vts.edu.
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The Center for the Ministry of Teaching

by The Rev. Matthew Kozlowski ('11) 
Associate for the CMT for Faith and Media

Clergy and Vacation Bible School
Jerusalem Marketplace, Fun Fair, Surf Shack, the list goes on! 
Throughout my career as a minister I have participated in many 
weeks of Vacation Bible School, and regardless of the church or 
the theme, VBS always puts a spring in my step.

Last summer I joined children, teens, and adults at St. Paul’s in 
Alexandria, Virginia for "Surf Shack VBS." St. Paul’s loves 
having clergy at Vacation Bible School, and the church leader-
ship supports the program at every level. For me, the week was 
an absolute blast—a blessed blast. And it made me ask: Why is 
VBS so powerful to me as a clergy person? Clergy will have their 
own answers to that question, but for me I’ve boiled it down to 
four reasons:

1. Cheering for Formation Staff and Volunteers
Many clergy know that magic moment of walking into the 
church or parish hall and seeing how VBS has transformed the 
space. Decorations, materials, Bible verses, games… all seem-
ingly out of thin air! Of course… not from thin air. VBS appears 
through countless hours by formation staff and volunteers. 
Thanking these VBS troopers is critical, and the thanks feel 
good for both parties.

Clergy have a joyful opportunity to commend, congratulate, 
and bless VBS efforts, especially the efforts of the Christian 
Education director, if he or she has coordinated VBS. As we all 
know, words of affirmation go a long way in ministry. In my 
case, I end up using the same VBS catch phrase all week as I 
thank staff and volunteers: “Wow, you really knocked it out of 
the park!”

To my fellow clergy persons: Find your affirming catch phrase 
and use it often—before, during, and after VBS.

2. Working Side by Side with Formation Staff
Nothing builds a working relationship like rolling up sleeves 
and taking on a project together. When clergy help at VBS—be-
yond just observing or checking in—we end up forming bonds, 
especially with formation staff.

Last summer, the Christian Formation director Mandy Hodges 
invited me to do the opening sessions each morning. Mandy 
and I pre-planned, going over the themes and Scripture for each 
day. Then at the sessions themselves, we tag-teamed, with her 

introducing me, and me ‘passing the mic’ back to her for prayer 
and announcements. This sort of clergy/staff work is valuable 
because 1) it’s fun, and 2) it enhances collaborative ministry 
down the line.

To my fellow clergy persons: Enjoy the freedom of not being in 
charge at VBS. Take cues from your director. A great clergy line 
at VBS is “Where do you want me?”

3. Honing Preaching and Teaching Skills
Teachers, parents, and ministers know that if you can explain a 
concept to a four year old, you can explain it to anyone. VBS 
provides an exciting—and challenging—opportunity for clergy 
to share the good news of Jesus Christ with little ones. (And by 
the way, those older kids and teen volunteers are also listening 
very carefully, even if they don’t appear to be.) By helping with 
VBS, clergy often develop sharp, succinct, and clear explana-
tions for theological concepts. This is such a blessing for future 
preaching and teaching.

At some VBS weeks, I have focused on prayer—guiding the kids 
in giving thanks and asking for God’s blessing. At this VBS, 
Mandy did the prayer time, so I focused on several key 
Christian messages: God created you and loves you… Jesus has 
power… God watches over you. In addition, I try to share a line 
that is near and dear to my heart: “If you had been the only 
person to ever live, Jesus still would have come, died, and rose 
again, just for you.”

To my fellow clergy persons: What are the two or three truths 
you want children to hold in their hearts? Think about how you 
can express those truths in as few words as possible.

Why VBS Needs Clergy…  
and Why Clergy Need VBS
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2017 VBS Reviews are live!
Find the Center for the Ministry of  

Teaching's Top 10 Picks on  
http://www.buildfaith.org/vbs-reviews-2017/

4. Meeting and Greeting Adults
I put this one last, because… c’mon, VBS is for the kids 
and the teens. But that being said, VBS is also a chance for 
clergy to meet and greet parents, grandparents, caregivers, 
nannies, and all the other wonderful folks who walk 
through the doors. At my last VBS, my schedule unfortu-
nately did not allow me to greet adults, but in previous 
years this practice has been a real highlight.

Clergy can think of greeting adults as side-door advertis-
ing for the church, but even more simply: VBS is the 
perfect setting for friendly clergy interaction. Remember 
that by its very nature, VBS is a welcoming and joyful 
place to be—VBS is where the church really shines, 
showing values of community, education, Scripture, and 
nurturing children. People are happy to see this! Clergy at 
VBS can take advantage of this positive atmosphere, 
engaging parishioners and guests alike.

To my fellow clergy members: put on your best extro-
vert hat at VBS and chat up anyone and everyone. 
Remind yourself, “This is our church being the best we 
can be: loving children, loving Jesus, building 
Christian community.” q

The Rev. Matthew Kozlowski is on staff at the CMT where 
he co-edits buildfaith.org. He is also a parish associate at 
St. Paul’s in Alexandria, where he lives with his wife 
Danielle and two young daughters. Throughout his career 
Matthew has been a teacher, camp counselor, school 
chaplain, camp chaplain, Sunday school teacher, parish 
priest, Alpha Course coordinator… and VBS helper. 

VTS Annual Fund Donors  
Invest in the Future of the 
Episcopal Church
By Jennifer Greiner 
Director of the Annual Fund

The poet Mary Oliver shares these 
“instructions for living a life”:

• Pay attention. 

• Be astonished. 

• Tell about it.

The instructions are inspiring in 
their simplicity, and they apply to life 
at VTS quite well.

As the new Director of the Annual 
Fund, it has been inspiring to be part 
of this community and to pay attention to the wonderful work 
that is done with your generous contributions to this mission. I 
am astonished by the combination of your generosity and the 
vision and good work of the VTS students, faculty, and staff. A 
great part of our responsibility is to tell about that good work.

Thanks in part to our generous donors, VTS remains the 
strongest seminary in the Episcopal Church. The news is good. 
We have more than 3,200 alumni serving around the world, a 
95 percent average placement rate for our most recent graduat-
ing classes, one million visits to our lifelong learning web 
pages, and excellent programming for lay and ordained leaders 
throughout their ministry. 

Every year, VTS Annual Fund donors invest in the future of the 
Episcopal Church through their gifts. Annual Fund donors help 
inform, strengthen, and empower our thriving network of 
students, alumni, and other church leaders.

VTS is helping to build the future of the Episcopal Church. You 
are essential.

Your donations to the Annual Fund mean that VTS can provide 
the best possible formation and education for our 217 current 
students, who represent 64 dioceses in the U.S., and 21 different 
countries. With a strong Annual Fund, these students will be 
supported throughout their ministry with tools for lifelong 
learning and a vast network of church leaders. Your generosity 
means that these students graduate without additional student 
debt and are free to serve where they are called. Through your 
Annual Fund gifts, you express your faith in these leaders and 
your hopes for the Episcopal Church.

If you have already given to the Annual Fund this year, thank you. 
Please know that your gifts are being used to form leaders who are 
ready to answer God’s call. If you have not given yet this year, 
please visit www.vts.edu/give. q



36 News from the Hill  ·  Spring 2017

Church and Community Engagement

By The Rev. David Gortner, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean of Church and Community Engagement 

It has been an unprecedented season of heated intensity here in 
the U.S. The people of a very divided nation have responded 
vehemently to the election of Donald J. Trump as the 45th 
President of the U.S.—many with a sense of triumph and relief 
of pent-up anger, and many others with a sense of dismay, fear, 
and rage. Polarizing language descended into deep character 
attacks, not only of the presidential candidates but of those who 
ardently followed one or the other. The divided map of election 
results, county by county, revealed an increasing divide in our 
nation between rural and urban worlds, and raised deeper 
awareness for all political parties of deep class divisions. Even 
more than in prior elections, questions have arisen and persisted 
about the new President’s fundamental character.

This, then, is the world of discourse and media buzz that has 
been swirling around all of us—and around all of our churches 
and schools, and around VTS. But let us be honest: The swirling 
buzz is not just outside of our faith communities; it is on the 
inside as well, between us and within us. We are all affected by 
political change, and we all have differing ideas about the 
common good, the good society, and the best pathways to help 
secure and strengthen people’s lives within this nation. Yet, even 

in the midst of these differences, the Christian people come 
together in common cause to take a stand.

We have experienced deep disagreement at VTS following the 
election. For several weeks, this was difficult for students, as 
they navigated the political divisions between themselves. It was 
a challenging time for those who felt betrayed by the election, 
and for those who felt isolated by their support of the election. 
Several faculty members and students rose to the occasion to 
help foster healthier conversation about political differences 
and, more fundamentally, our differing emotional responses to 
the election and our often unhelpful mental categories that can 
get in the way of hearing one another.  In one of our forum 
hours, I directed a gathering of students through a process of 
hearing one another and speaking with clarity, helping them 
practice some basic skills from organizational leadership and 
conflict resolution to move past assumptions toward specific 
and tangible examples of their concerns.

Life continues at VTS. We go to class, worship in chapel, and eat 
together at lunch. But there is also a heightened watchfulness 
and concern for what is happening in our nation and in the 
communities around us at VTS. We have participated actively in 
the public square in many different ways.

Public Witness 2017
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Take, for example, the day of the inauguration and the 
day immediately after the inauguration. There were a 
variety of responses in our community. A few went 
into Washington, D.C. to attend the inauguration, a 
few others participated in protests, and many watched. 
Later that day, several attended (and some alumni 
helped lead) the Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service 
at the national cathedral, while some others partici-
pated in vehement objections to this prayer service in 
online public conversations. But, at noonday, at the 
very hour when the new President took the oath of 
office, VTS also held its regular service of Holy 
Eucharist—the concluding worship service for the 
Doctor of Ministry residency. Before we began that 
service, I led the gathered congregation in prayers for 
the nation and for the president…and then we turned 
our hearts to Word and Sacrament. Dr. Timothy 
Sedgwick preached on the strangeness of this moment, 
and through the lens of St. Augustine’s view of two 
cities in The City of God, helped us to embrace the 
inherent strangeness and otherness of our Christian 
faith. The very next day, many students, faculty, and 
staff participated in the Women’s March that was itself 
a protest against statements and anticipated policies of 
the newly inaugurated president.

The Seminary, like the Episcopal Church, like many 
other Christian denominations, represents and holds 
within itself a wide array of political opinion and 
allegiance. And the great debates about how religious 
communities and institutions should engage in political matters 
come to new life. There is renewed interest in the writings and 
witness of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  

There are potential errors in our responses as individuals, as a 
community, and as an institution. Some may drift toward an 
overly “pastoral” approach that emphasizes “getting along” to 
such an extent that hard truths are not spoken. Those who 
choose to simply acquiesce and “keep one’s head down” run this 
risk. Others may run headlong toward an overly “prophetic” 
approach that emphasizes unflinching and vociferous shouting 
of “the truth” (perhaps more accurately rendered, “my truth that 
should also be true for you”) to such an extent that opponents 
are labelled and treated as enemies. Some protest movements 
can run this risk.

Neither of these approaches is particularly effective in yielding 
change. Each may feel good. Acquiescence keeps things calmer 
and quieter, at least in one’s own world. Protest provides 
catharsis and raises awareness. But, to bring about change, the 
harder path is to form strategic partnerships.

Since the inauguration, clergy and laypeople throughout the 
Episcopal Church (and many other churches) have wrestled 
with the questions, “What do we do now?” and “How do we 
respond and act?” This questioning has intensified following 
President Trump’s “travel ban” executive order, and his order 
reversing President Obama’s executive order regarding the oil 
pipeline at Standing Rock reservation. The Very Rev. Ian S. 
Markham, Ph.D., in his first sermon returning from 

The Rev. Luis León (’77),  the fourteenth Rector of St. John’s Church, greets President-elect 
Donald Trump and his wife Melania as they arrive for a church service at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church across from the White House in Washington, Friday, Jan. 20, 2017, 
President Trump's inauguration day. 
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The Rev. David T. Gortner, Ph.D. leads prayer in Immanuel Chapel for the 
nation and the President before the beginning of worship of Holy Eucharist on 
Inauguration Day.
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Beth Bingham (’17), Paul Moberly (’17), and Janice Hicks (’17) at the Women’s March.

Dr. Lisa Kimball and the Rev. Stacy Williams Duncan 
with the bronze statue of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
during the Women’s March.

KC Robertson (’19), Brit Bjurstrom Frazier (’19), and Mark Frazier were among the many VTS students, staff, faculty, spouses, family, and friends who attended the 
Women’s March on Washington together, on Sunday, January 21, 2017.
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sabbatical, acknowledged and upheld the value of political 
difference that arises from differing beliefs about how to 
achieve the best possible good for all people and for a society—
but then said clearly that there will be times when VTS will 
take a stand. He affirmed VTS’s support of Dr. Zeyneb 
Sayilgan, our resident Muslim scholar, and of Muslim 

communities in this metropolitan area. On a national scale, 
the Episcopal Church has filed suit against the federal govern-
ment regarding the travel ban, due to its impact on the 
Church’s ability to do its ministry with refugees. VTS contin-
ues in its work with VOICE (Virginians Organizing for 
Interfaith Community Engagement) to work on specific public 
issues—now with heightened focus on efforts to aid our 
immigrant and Muslim communities across northern 
Virginia. VOICE abides by an important organizing principle: 
There are no permanent allies and no permanent enemies; 
there are only the issues of justice and care that people are 
seeking to address, and the relationships that we form with 
people across all facets of society.  

The work of faithful public witness and engagement in care and 
justice in our communities will inevitably bring our faith into 
conversation with political realities. It is essential in our public 
Christian life that we go out beyond our own circles and listen, 
asking questions and discovering people’s concerns, passions, 
and capacities—even, and perhaps especially, with those we 
might want to write off as our enemies. It is possible for us to 
open and develop relationships with those who are our oppo-
nents, and thus to gain the ground to speak specific hard truths, 
offer challenges, and find surprising ways to work together even 
in the midst of disagreement. This work is not for the faint of 
heart. But it is for all of the faithful. q

Students, spouses, and friends marched together at the January 21, 2017 
Women's March.
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Cathedral Dean Randolph “Randy” Hollerith, left, Diocese of Washington Bishop 
Mariann Edgar Budde (’88, ’08, ’12) and Bishop Suffragan for the Armed Forces 
and Federal Ministries James “Jay” Magness helped lead the 58th Presidential 
Inaugural Prayer Service. 

On January 29, 2017 over 350 interfaith religious and community leaders gather at a VOICE Action Team Meeting at Fairfax United Methodist Church to strategize on 
responses to issues of public concern. 

A total of nine students delegates left VTS on November 2, 2016 for Standing 
Rock, ND, to join many other clergy from across the U.S. to stand in solidarity 
and witness to the ongoing conflict of the Dakota Access Pipeline.
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