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News from the Hill

Top: This summer Dean Markham welcomed representatives of the Mother’s Union to 
Campus, including (from left to right) Rita Johnson (Conference Chair), the Rev. Kim 
L. Coleman ’01 ( Honorary Mother’s Union Member and Conference Planner), Mrs. 
Lynne Tembey, (Worldwide Mothers Union President), and Mrs. Annie Beckley 
(Mother’s Union Province USA President). Photo: Curtis Prather.

Bottom: Gathering before Academic Convocation Evensong (left to right): Junior 
Class President Mary Margaret Winn, ’20, and Sacristans: Randy Sellers, ’19, Andrew 
Arakawa, ’19, and Lisa Bornt, ’18. Photo: Shawn Evelyn, ’19.

News from the Hill is published three times per year (March, July, and November) for 
alumni and friends by the Office of Communications, Virginia Theological Seminary, 
3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304. Editorial comments should be directed to 
editor@vts.edu.

On the Cover: Artifacts from the Center for Anglican Communion Studies 20th anniver-
sary exhibition in Bishop Payne Library. Photos: Brian Maze. 
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How to Define Success
It is an extraordinary privilege to begin my second decade as 

Dean and President at Virginia Theological Seminary. The 
institution I inherited from my predecessors ten years ago 

was strong. The Seminary was positioned right in the center of 
the Episcopal Church—the school that loved Jesus and at the 
same time received LGBT students. The faculty was solid and 
good. Our finances were healthy.

Looking back on the decade, I am grateful to God for the many 
blessings. Watching a Chapel burn was painful; yet, it was a 
delight watching friends, alums, and the Seminary community 
rally to build a new Chapel. It is good to see 38 new apartments 
on the campus for families. We have seen some faculty go and 
others arrive. Our center of gravity remains the same—Jesus-
centered and affirmative of diversity.

Please allow me, however, to ask a pressing question: Am I 
succeeding as Dean and President of Virginia Theological 
Seminary? Success means different things within the Episcopal 
Church. For some rectors and some bishops (and some 
Seminary Deans), it means just survival. Keeping on, keeping 
on. These are the clergy in increasingly secular parts of the 
country where depopulation has become an issue because the 
Episcopal Church placed buildings in the “wrong” locations for 
today’s demographics. 

For others, success means more than just survival. It may mean 
strengthening and growing the Episcopal Church. It is those 
moments when we succeed in crafting attractive and meaning-
ful liturgies that connect people with the transcendent. 

For VTS, we expect that we should be judged by the latter 
measurement. We provide more clergy than any other seminary 
to the Episcopal Church. We should be helping to grow the 
Episcopal Church. The recent numbers from “815” make 
depressing reading. We are continuing to get smaller as a 

denomination. The 
trend line is clear. I am 
required to accept my 
role in this decline. We 
are failing to make a 
positive difference. 

What can we do? We are 
in the midst of a 
curriculum review. The 
single greatest question for this review should be: Will this 
change or that change help produce clergy with the energy, 
faithfulness, imagination, and knowledge to grow the Episcopal 
Church? This means that we keep with the core curriculum that 
is required in order to train leaders who appreciate that the Bible 
was not written in English (and therefore have a Biblical 
language); leaders who are Biblically, theologically, and pasto-
rally aware; and leaders who are not only effective in liturgy and 
preaching, but also committed to justice and peace and to 
holding up “the dignity of every human being.” The life of the 
faith is as important as the life of the mind. Our lay and 
ordained leadership should grasp social media, understand 
congregational studies, and be effective innovators, imagining 
how to do Church differently for a new time.

As we enter into this review, please email me and offer your 
suggestions. We need to get it right. q

Yours in Christ,

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.  
Dean and President

The Office of the Dean and President

Members of the 50th Reunion Class gather with Vice President Barney Hawkins and Dean Ian Markham for a celebratory photo (left to right): James Jones, Barney 
Hawkins, Joan Jones, Rt. Rev. Peter Lee, Kristy Lee, the Very Rev. Ian Markham, Laura Gardner, and Marvin Gardner. More from the 2017 Alumni Convocation begins 
on Page 24. Photo: Elizabeth Panox-Leach.
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Faculty and Staff

Sharon E. Heaney, Ph.D., Joins VTS Faculty as 
Visiting Professor in Hispanic/Latino Theology 
and Language, Instructor in D.Min. Studies,  
and Director of Academic Writing
Virginia Theological Seminary is proud 
to welcome Sharon E. Heaney, Ph.D., as 
Visiting Professor in Hispanic/Latino 
Theology and Language, Instructor in 
D.Min. Studies, and Director of Aca-
demic Writing, effective this September.

Dr. Heaney is a theologian with expertise 
in Latin American Protestantism. She 
was involved in research, teaching, and 
church service in Argentina, Ireland, 
Spain, Tanzania and the U.K. Before 
coming to Northern Virginia, she was 
Senior Lecturer in Theology at St. John’s 
University of Tanzania. She is the author 
of “Contextual Theology for Latin 
America” (Wipf & Stock). Published in 
2008, it has become a core reading for 
people engaging in theology “on the 
ground” in Latin America, and has 

provided a springboard for emerg-
ing practices.

“It should come as no surprise that the 
work of our esteemed colleague, Sharon 
E. Heaney, is well-known and appreci-
ated by many, both within the closer VTS 
community, and far beyond,” shared the 
Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D., dean 
and president of VTS. “Recently we were 
visited by Lucila Crena, who volunteered 
at VTS some time back helping with the 
Spanish resources available at Bishop 
Payne Library and is now studying in a 
doctoral program at the University of 
Virginia. She was joined by David Nacho, 
the Dean of the Comunidad de Estudios 
Teológicos Interdisciplinarios (CETI) 
who was en-route to UVA to give a 
presentation in public theology. Both are 

expert practitioners in contextual 
theology. When an opportunity to touch 
base with Dr. Heaney was offered, they 
both replied, “THE Sharon Heaney?”

Dr. Heaney is married to Dr. Robert S. 
Heaney, also a faculty member at VTS, 
and they have a son, Sam. q

Elizabeth Panox-Leach Joins 
Communications Office
This August, Virginia Theological 
Seminary welcomed Elizabeth Panox-
Leach to the Communication Office as 
the Communication Associate. A 
“cradle” Episcopalian, Elizabeth is an 
experienced professional who comes to 
VTS after previously working at St. 
Columba’s Episcopal Church, as well as 
St. John’s Lafayette Square, both in 
Washington, D.C. Digital Commun-
ications is the focus for this position, 
which includes VTS websites, electronic 
newsletters, and social media accounts.

“Elizabeth’s background and experience 
were exactly what VTS needed,” said 
Curtis Prather, director of Commun-
ications at VTS. “In the three months she 
has been here, Elizabeth has already 
proven our initial impressions to be 
correct; she works collaboratively with 
all departments, evaluating and open to 
new ideas, with an impressive knowledge 
of existing and future ‘best practices.’” q
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Faculty Publications
This summer Wiley Publishing 

released the second edition of 
“Understanding Christian 

Doctrine” from the Very Rev. Ian S. 
Markham, Ph.D., dean and president of 
VTS. This book is a completely updated and 
revised edition that builds on the most 
popular features of the first edition to offer a 
lively overview of the central beliefs of 
Christianity. The book is designed to 
present the basic 
options in all the key 
areas of Christianity 
as well as informa-
tion on how to make 
complex theological 
decisions. Markham 
tackles all the 
essential questions 
from creation to 
eschatology. 

Furthermore, he makes his own distinctive 
contribution: He argues that theodicy 
(traditionally seen as a major difficulty with 
belief) is a theme that links many aspects of 
Christian doctrine. The revised second 
edition includes a wealth of 
new information.

VTS is proud to announce the publication of 
“Lectionary Levity: The Use of Humor in 
Preaching” (Church Publishing, 2017) from 
Dean Markham, and the Rev. Samantha 
R.E. Gottlich (’17). With illustrations from 
the Rev. Jay Sidebotham, “Lectionary 
Levity” spans all three years of the lection-
ary cycle (including all 156 gospel readings), 
providing a welcome tool for the renewal of 
preaching from the gospel readings. In a 
concise, uniform, and simple format, 
Markham and Gottlich provide a thematic 
summary of the gospel, list several possible 

points for preach-
ing, and offer a 
humorous story for 
the week that 
illumines the 
deeper meaning of 
the biblical text.

“Sam Gottlich and I enjoyed working on 
this book,” said Dean Markham. “There is 
an important argument made in this book. 
We believe that Jesus used humor in his 
ministry, and we invite the Church to model 
Jesus and do the same.”

A treasure trove of biblical insights, 
homiletical helps, and just good humor, 
“Lectionary Levity” also functions as a 
practical manual on how to use humor in 
preaching and allows the reader to view the 
gospel in a different light to enliven the 
worship experience. q

Zabriskie Lecture 2017
On Monday, September 11, VTS was 

honored to welcome one of the 
“rock stars” in current biblical 

scholarship to give this year’s Zabriskie 
Lecture, Dr. Susan Gillingham, Professor 
of the Hebrew Bible at the University of 
Oxford, and Fellow and Tutor in Theology 
at Worcester College, Oxford.

Dr. Gillingham’s chief research interest is 
the Book of Psalms, and her lecture 
focused on the interdisciplinary method 

that is transforming biblical scholarship: 
reception history. While scholars have 
long worked with biblical texts to discover 
how they resonated in their ancient 
context, there is a new impulse to see how 
various communities throughout the 
millennia understood and used them. 
Why was Psalm 119 so popular in the 
Middle Ages? What Psalms did 

communities of enslaved Americans 
particularly favor in the 18th century? 
When and why did Psalm 23 become so 
popular? And how can these earlier uses 
inform our interpretation?

The Zabriskie Lecture is one of the ways 
that VTS promotes a community of 
learning. q

Dr. Susan Gillingham with Dr. Melody Knowles. Dr. Kathy Grieb and Dr. Jonathan Yieh with Dr. Gillingham, following the lecture.
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Academic Administration and Student Life

Save the Dates
2017
December 3
Advent Lessons & Carols with the awarding 
of the Dean’s Cross

2018
January 12-13
eFormation 2018

January 16 
A Taste of the Evening School (Spring)

February 1
The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry: 
“Why the Episcopal Church Needs  
World Anglicanism”

February 6
50 years of Continuing Education at VTS  
with The Rev. Roger Ferlo, Ph.D.

February 16-18
Spring Visit Weekend

April 4-5
Martin Luther King Commemoration

April 9
Christ Church Oxford Choir

April 9-11
Spring Phonathon

April 14
Alumni Picnic

May 17
The 195th Commencement 

Visit www.vts.edu for our up-to-date calendar.

Optimism, Anxiety, 
and Opportunities 
By Derek Greten-Harrison 
Director, Admissions and Financial Aid

In many ways, my relocation to the D.C. metro area in July and joining VTS 
as the Director of Admissions and Financial Aid was quite similar to the 
experience shared by our incoming students as they left their own homes 

and joined new classmates for the August Term. After packing up all of my 
belongings in my hometown of New Haven, Connecticut, I loaded everything 
into a moving pod and watched as a specialized truck unceremoniously carted 
it off toward its ultimate destination. Later that same week, I myself boarded a 
flight to Alexandria and completed the physical part of my journey.

Naturally, all of this change came with a number of emotions: excitement about 
my new job and the knowledge that I would be living in one of our nation’s 
greatest cities; apprehension about leaving my home community and the job I 
had already mastered; anxiety about making new friends and getting up-to-
speed quickly in my new role at VTS; and optimism about the many new 
opportunities awaiting me. These feelings also must have surely played through 
the minds of our incoming students; yet, 
despite the nerves, we all managed to 
arrive on the Holy Hill and began a new 
chapter in our lives. 

My first few weeks on the job were a 
whirlwind of activity. Although I had 
already met many of my new colleagues 
during the final job interview, it was 
entirely different to greet them as an 
official member of the VTS team.I quickly 
realized how very lucky I am to be 
surrounded by such dedicated and 
talented people, and it has been a joy to get 
to know them as both co-workers and 
friends.” Derek Greten-Harrison
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One of my first tasks was to familiarize myself with VTS’s multi-
faceted admissions and financial aid procedures for the M.Div., 
M.A., and Doctor of Ministry programs. Thankfully, I accom-
plished this feat due to the generosity and expertise of Rachel Holm, 
Associate Director of Admissions, Financial Aid and Housing, as 
well as the good-natured support and guidance of the Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, the Rev. Melody Knowles, Ph.D. 
Two weeks into my tenure, we were all joined in Aspinwall Hall by 
the Seminary’s new Associate Dean of Students, the Rt. Rev. James 
Mathes, D.D. (’91), whose down-to-earth persona, in-depth 
knowledge of the workings of the Episcopal Church, and invest-
ment in the important role VTS plays in forming leaders for the 
Church make him an ideal collaborator in recruitment initiatives. 

Although Bishop Mathes and I were the newest faces in Aspinwall, 
we quickly rolled up our sleeves and guided the production of a 
new admissions brochure. In addition to updating our application 
materials and website, I traveled with Joseph Thompson, Ph.D., 
Director of Multicultural Ministries, to Philadelphia to represent 
VTS at the Union of Black Episcopalians conference. There, I had 
the pleasure of interacting for the first time with some of our 
current students—notably Kathleen Walker (’17) and Marlene 
Forrest (’18), who graciously assisted with staffing the VTS exhibit 
table—and a number of enthusiastic alumni. Any reservations 
about the move south had fully worn off by this point, as I threw 
myself into the tasks at hand.

In August, our incoming students arrived to face their own list of 
“firsts.” To orient them geographically, and to teach them about the 
history of the Seminary and the available resources for living and 
studying here, the AA&SL’s Administrative Coordinator, Taylor 
Mather, crafted a scavenger hunt that covered the entire campus. 
Beginning in the Welcome Center, teams of juniors raced back-
and-forth across the Grove in a quest to win glory and a VTS-
branded water bottle.

Later, Bishop Mathes led a series of team-building exercises, one of 
which invited students to weave a narrative around one or more 
fanciful scenarios, including “the kidnapping and rescue of Dean 
Markham” and “a hold-up at 1823.” One team even managed to 
cover all three topics in one epic tale! While a tour of Old Town 
Alexandria provided a historical look back at the Seminary’s 
surroundings, the students—in addition to a number of faculty and 
staff—also participated in a two-day Intercultural Competency 
Training program designed by Joe Thompson. This wide-ranging 
series of workshops provided a forum for learning about diversity 
issues through plenary sessions, films, and thoughtful discussions.

Bishop James Mathes (’91) with alumni returning for Convocation, Alyese 
Viggiano (’17), and Hannah Hooker (’16).

To help orient incoming students to the Holy Hill during the August term, AASL mounted a scavenger hunt. 
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Academic Administration and Student Life

Before we knew it, September arrived–
as did our returning students–and the 
semester was suddenly in full swing. 
Now the Refectory is bustling, serving 
up delicious meals three times a day to 
keep everyone nutritionally on-track. 
Students are scurrying between classes 
in Addison Hall and taking coffee 
breaks in the Flamingo. Faculty are 
teaching. Administrators are doing all 
they can to make sure everything runs 
as smoothly as possible. And I am 
making recruitment plans for the 
coming year, having just participated 
in a collaborative recruitment event 
held at the National Press Club with 
divinity schools from Duke, Harvard, 
the University of Chicago, and Yale, as 
well as Emory’s Candler School of 
Theology and Union Theological 
Seminary. Throughout the coming 
year, Bishop Mathes and I will be 
traveling around the country to 
represent VTS at various events and 
conferences, to meet with diocesan 
executives, and, of course, to attend 
General Convention. 

To all of you VTS alumni and friends 
reading this piece, please know that 
you are one of the Seminary’s greatest 
assets. We welcome and encourage 
your participation in the recruitment 
process, and we hope you will collabo-
rate with us to find future classes of 
bright and faithful students to join our 
community. As Dean Markham says, 
“Once you are part of VTS, you are 
always part of VTS.” As one of the 
community’s newest members, I am 
thrilled to be here and look forward to 
meeting many more of you in the time 
to come. q

M.Div. and M.A. students from the Class of 2018: David Casey, Kate Lawson-Hedger, Norbert Ayeebo, Lauren 
Grubaugh, Seldon Walker, and Gerald (DeWayne) Cope. 
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The Center for Anglican Communion Studies

How CACS 
Contributed  
to My Formation 
at VTS

    CACS is one of the best things about VTS! It broadened my 
outlook beyond this country to the Anglican Communion, 
equipped me to serve in cross-cultural contexts here in the 
US, and prepared me to combat paternalism and promote 
healthy mission experience. I went on two CCEPs, one to 
Israel/Palestine, and one to El Salvador. Having the 
opportunity to see a different part of the Anglican 
Communion, engage in cross-cultural conversation, learn 
about people’s lives and work in a different context, and be 
challenged by putting theory into action was an eye-opening 
experience. Though I have traveled and engaged in mission 
work before, CACS and the mission classes at VTS helped me 
to wrestle practically with mission theology, and find a 
constructive way forward. This learning was enriched by 
on-campus CACS programs, getting to know people from all 
over the world, doing amazing work. We heard first-hand 
accounts about the war in Sri Lanka, Christian life in Japan, 
international reconciliation work, theological education in 
South Africa, peace-making in South Sudan, and countless 
others. We had the opportunity not just to hear presenters, but 
to chat with them one on one. After studying Jehu Hanciles’ 
work on Globalization, it was amazing to get to talk to him, 
and ask him the questions I had. All these conversations 
influenced the way I read theology, and broadened my 
outlook.” – Robin Denney (’17)

“

    I am called to be a missionary and I am called to be a 
priest. CACS has been a space where I can connect with the 
Communion while developing in my priestly identity. 
CACS is a place where I am able to engage in the world 
during my time in seminary. CACS has been synonymous 
with the word hospitality. I have seen from the staff, and 
learned from them truly how to host people hospitably. 
Also because of the work of CACS I have found myself as a 
guest in different places in the world where I am dependent 
on others hospitality, it is such an important quality to 
cultivate. I am truly grateful for my relationship with 
CACS. It has been vital during my time in seminary.”    
– Maurice Dyer (’18)

“

    As an International Student CACS helped me personally 
and the rest of the International Students adjust to living and 
studying in the USA. Without their help in dealing with the 
culture shock, it would have been extremely hard to be an 
effective part of the VTS community, and therefore be formed 
by it. CACS also gave the VTS community a chance to interact 
with and learn from people from different parts of the 
Anglican Communion, and people from different religious 
and cultural backgrounds through the different events they 
held on campus. These events gave us the unique 
opportunities to interact with people who we would not have 
met otherwise.” – Wadie Far (’17)

“
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20 Years of the Center for Anglican 
Communion Studies
By The Rev. Jonathan D. Musser  (‘17) 
Assistant, Chapel and Community Engagement

“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel.” These 
Markan words have guided generations of seminar-
ians as they have passed through the halls and 

grounds of Virginia Theological Seminary and out into the world 
to proclaim the Good News of God in the person and life of Jesus 
Christ. The missional imperative communicated in the Great 
Commission has, in significant ways, formed the bedrock of the 
Seminary’s identity over the last two centuries. In October of 
1830, seven years after Virginia Seminary’s establishment, the 
Rev. John Hill (VTS, 1830) and his wife Francis, along with the 
Rev. John Robinson and his wife, set sail for Greece becoming 
the first nationally appointed missionaries of the Episcopal 
Church to serve abroad.

Over the course of the last 194 years, U.S. graduates of VTS have 
gone on to either found or co-found Anglican provinces in 
Brazil, China, Japan, and Liberia and have served as missionar-
ies in numerous other countries around the world. In addition, 
many international students have made arduous journeys and 
significant sacrifices to study at the Seminary. VTS counts 
among its alumni numerous bishops and primates throughout 
the provinces of the Anglican Communion. This history is 
complex and not without controversy. When the Rt. Rev. John 
Payne (VTS, 1836) sent three Liberian students to study at the 

Seminary in the late 1840s and early 1850s, the Rev. Professor 
James May and his wife Ellen supported the students who lived 
in the May’s home (now known as Maywood) after there was 
concern and debate on campus about the students being roomed 
with white seminarians. Additionally, throughout the latter half 
of the 19th century, Virginia Seminary graduates from the 
United States more often than not gravitated toward mission 
fields in Asia and South America as such locales were less 
controversial than mission placements on the African continent 
because of the legacy of slavery and the reality of persistent 
racism which would continue to plague the VTS community.

This year, as Virginia Theological Seminary reflects on the 20th 
anniversary of the Center for Anglican Communion Studies 
(CACS), the complex legacy of VTS’s own missional history 
helps to bring into focus many of the selfsame issues confronted 
by the Anglican Communion as a whole, and it helps to more 
fully understand the rationale and reasoning behind the 
Center’s conception and establishment.

In the early 1990s, under the leadership of then Dean and 
President the Very Rev. Dr. Richard Reid, discussions at VTS 
began to explore how the seminary might support and resource 
reflection on world Anglicanism and the emerging divisions 
which were starting to arise within the Communion. In 1994 
Dean Reid retired and the Very Rev. Martha Horne was elected 
by the board of trustees to take the helm as Dean and President. 

The Rev. Mark Chapman, Ph.D. (Oxford), the Rev. Robert Heaney, Ph.D., D.Phil. (CACS director), the Rev. Katherine Grieb, Ph.D., former Presiding Bishop Katharine 
Jefferts Schori, Ph.D., and the Rev. Robert Prichard, Ph.D. 
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The Center for Anglican Communion Studies

Throughout the rest of the decade, momentum continued to 
build around the idea of Virginia Seminary becoming a place 
where difficult questions could be asked and hard conversations 
facilitated. Alongside the longstanding work and support of the 
Rev. Dr. Richard Jones, professor of Mission since 1988, the 
appointment of the Rt. Rev. Dr. Mark Dyer to the VTS faculty in 
1996 helped further this cause even more. Bishop Dyer, a highly 
respected ecumenist and leader in the Anglican Communion, 
was also at the time a member of the Inter-Anglican Theological 
and Doctrinal Commission. Over the course of several years, 
the commission met numerous times at the Seminary in an 
effort to discern and articulate “… how the Anglican 
Communion makes authoritative decisions while maintaining 
unity and interdependence in the light of the many theological 
issues that arise from its diversity.”

1997 was a watershed moment in the life of the seminary and in 
the life of CACS. That year, the Inter-Anglican Theological and 
Doctrinal Commission concluded its work with the release of 
the “Virginia Report” (so-named because of the commission’s 
connection to the seminary), and the Center was officially 
established by the board of trustees.

From the beginning, CACS identified three specific purposes 
which guided its work:

1. To coordinate and nurture scholarly engagement among 
Anglicans worldwide;

2. To house Anglican materials and host Anglican scholars;

3. To devote time, money, and energy towards assisting 
individuals and groups around the world to reflect creative-
ly upon the historic nature and contemporary possibilities 
of the Anglican Christian tradition.

With these purposes in mind, the Center and the wider VTS 
community committed itself to becoming a hospitable and 
supportive place for inter-Anglican discussion, ecumenical 
dialogue, and international discernment on topics of 21st 
century world Christianity. Within the first three years of its 
establishment, CACS hosted fellows in residence, meetings of 
the Lutheran-Anglican International Commission Working 
Group Consultation, and various bishops and other church 
leaders from around the Anglican Communion. During this 
time, the Center also began the practice of hosting and support-
ing international students studying at VTS.

As the new millennium dawned, CACS continued to pursue its 
engagement in various activities and programs. The year 2007 
brought with it renewed life and a rejuvenated spirit to the 
Center under the leadership of a new Dean and President, the 
Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. In November of that year, the 
Rev. Barney Hawkins IV, Ph.D., who had joined the VTS faculty 
in the fall of 2000, was appointed by the board of trustees as the 
new director of CACS. Under the directorship of Dr. Hawkins, 
the Center began to have a more active role across the 
Communion, and it began to be more heavily involved in 

academic reflection and publication. Among other activities, 
CACS acted as the secretariat for the Society for the Study of 
Anglicanism, it continued to support both international 
students coming to VTS to study and U.S. students traveling 
abroad on Cross-Cultural Education Programs, and in 2010 it 
took the leading role in helping to organize and coordinate the 
first “Interreligious Conference on Conflict Analysis and 
Peacebuilding” held in Dodoma, Tanzania. One of the most 
significant projects undertaken during Dr. Hawkins’ tenure was 
the compiling, editing, and publication of the Wiley-Blackwell 
Companion to the Anglican Communion which was published 
in 2013.

In March of that same year, the board of trustees unanimously 
appointed the Rev. Dr. Robert Heaney as the new director of the 
Center and as assistant professor of Christian Mission. With Dr. 
Heaney’s arrival, CACS once again undertook a process of 

2014 Christian-Muslim Conference; photo includes Bishop Johannes Angela (’88).

Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the Rev. J. Barney Hawkins IV, Ph.D.
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discernment and re-envisioning that continues to guide the 
Center’s work at the present time. Under Dr. Heaney’s leader-
ship, CACS reframed its work around a core commitment to 
“Practice and Promote Better Community for the Communion,” 
and it reoriented around three imperatives:

1. Reflect theologically by bringing people of faith together 
through public events, lectures, and conferences;

2. Resource World Anglicanism through consultations and 
the promotion and publication of reports, research, 
and books;

3. Reconcile in light of God’s mission through intercultural 
and interreligious partnership.

In the past four years, the Center has continued to pursue this 
work through engagement both at VTS and around the world. 
Not only has the Center continued to develop previous commit-
ments it has also embarked on new initiatives as its presence and 
reputation grew in the wider church and Communion. The 
annual meeting of the Society for the Study of Anglicanism 
(SSA) has grown from strength to strength and added a dinner 
focusing on young Anglican scholars presenting their research 
to a distinguished group of scholars from the Communion. The 
main SSA meetings in recent years have featured important 
voices including Brian McClaren, a popular Christian author; 
Miroslov Volf, a leading scholar in theology of reconciliation; 
David Porter, chief of staff at Lambeth Palace; and Andrew 
McGowan, a leading scholar in the historical study of liturgy 
and Anglicanism.

In 2014, CACS planned and delivered a second interfaith 
conference in Dodoma, Tanzania, producing the well-received 
Dodoma Statement and it hosted the “Anglican Women at 
Prayer” conference at Virginia Theological Seminary. Also in 
2014, the Center created honorary fellowships to continue the 
promotion and furtherance of its work. The first three honorary 
fellows appointed that year were the Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson 
as CACS Fellow in Public Theology (who in June 2017 was 
elected and ordained Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of 
Wellington, New Zealand), the Rev. Dr. William Sachs as CACS 
Fellow in World Anglicanism, and Dr. Zeyneb Sayilgan as 
CACS Fellow in Peace and Reconciliation. In the summer of 
2015 at General Convention, the Center cohosted a panel 
discussion on “The Mission of God and the Future of the 
Anglican Communion,” which featured the Rt. Rev. Graham 
Kings, mission theologian for the Anglican Communion and 
the primates of the Anglican Churches in South Korea, 
Pakistan, and Brazil. In the fall of 2015, in conjunction with the 
consecration of the new Immanuel Chapel, CACS sponsored a 
panel discussion on reconciliation which featured among others 
The Rt. Rev. Suheil Dawani (VTS, 1987) of Jerusalem, David 
Porter, the Rev. Dr. Jo Bailey Wells, the Rt. Rev. Andy Doyle of 
Texas (VTS, 1995), and the Rev. Dr. Katherine Grieb (VTS, 
1983), VTS Professor of New Testament.

In 2016 CACS published “Faithful Neighbors: Christian-Muslim 
Vision and Practice;” it co-published a Lenten reflection series 
with the Society of St. John the Evangelist (SSJE) and the Center 
for the Ministry of Teaching (CMT) at VTS; it helped to 

Northern Virginia area Muslims and Christian leaders gather for the Faithful Neighbors consultation (2014).
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coordinate a special edition of the Anglican Theological Review 
which highlighted the Anglican Women at Prayer conference; 
and it took a leading role in Virginia Seminary’s successful 
application to join the Coventry Cathedral Community of the 
Cross of Nails. In its twentieth anniversary year CACS contin-
ues to deepen the seminary’s relationships with the communion 
and resource better community for World Anglicanism. This 
year, Dr. Heaney was appointed a member of the Lambeth 2020 
Design Group, he continues to act as a consultant on a range of 
communion issues in a range of contexts, and CACS plans to 
continue its publications output in partnership with leaders in 
the communion on issues such as mission partnership across 
differences and theologies of reconciliation.

The history of the Anglican Communion, and the history of 
Virginia Theological Seminary, is at times complex and fraught. 
As the Center for Anglican Communion Studies celebrates its 
20th anniversary, the Center is ever more conscious of these 
historical and modern difficulties. The commitments to 
reflection, resourcing, and reconciliation provide a space for 
difficulties to be named and wrestled with. CACS, with its 
affiliated faculty, students, and scholars continues to produce 
strong research and critical reflection while simultaneously 
offering a place of hospitality and openness in which challeng-
ing conversations can be facilitated and dialogue across division 

can occur. “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” is 
the Gospel prerogative by which Christians participate in God’s 
Mission in the world. It is through and by this prerogative that 
generations of VTS seminarians have been formed and sent out, 
and it is through and by this prerogative that the Center for 
Anglican Communion Studies endeavors to play its part as a 
place of critical engagement, reflection, and reconciliation both 
now and in the future. q

Archbishop Suheil Dawani 
(Jerusalem)

Bishop John Lupaa (Tanzania)

Participants in the 2014 Anglican Women in Prayer Conference, including the Rt. Rev. Ellie Sanderson, Ph.D. (left), former CACS fellow and current 
Bishop in the Church of New Zealand.
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By The Rev. Robert S. Heaney Ph.D, D.Phil. 
Director, Center for Anglican Communion Studies

In 2023 “Virginia Theological Seminary will be a dynamic 
seminary community cherishing a biblical, historical, and 
theological heritage as part of God’s mission in the world.” 

This will mean, at the very least, a community that is “more 
globally and culturally aware.” Such is the vision of the 
Seminary’s 2023 Strategic Plan.

Jon Musser’s fine article demonstrates that we begin from a 
place of strength. He demonstrates how the Center fits within 
the broader history and identity of the Seminary. In this our 
twentieth anniversary year, I am very aware that a range of 
leaders alongside faculty, staff, and students have crucially 
contributed to the substantial presence CACS now has within 
the wider church and Communion. In terms of leaders and staff 
associated with the Center, I have personally benefitted from 
the work and vision of, among others, Bishop Mark Dyer, the 
Rev. Dr. Barney Hawkins, Ms. Claire Haymes, the Rev. Dr. 
Richard Jones, the Rev. Canon Leslie Steffenson, and Ms. 
Katherine Wood. The Center’s work continues to thrive 
through the commitment of the current team, Ms. Hartley 
Wensing (Special Projects Coordinator), Ms. Molly O’Brien 
(Administrative Coordinator), and three student assistants 
Jared Grant, James Morton, and Jean-Pierre Seguin. Celebrating 
our past we are present for the future. But what, in the mercy of 

God, might the future look like? How will CACS serve the 
vision of VTS for 2023?

2016 Commissioning of Partipants in the Cross Culture Education Programs.

The Very Rev. Martha Horne (’83), with the Rev. Dr. Vicentia Kgabe, from the 
College of the Transfiguration Grahamstown, South Africa, at the November 
2016 dialogue on “Women as Leaders in Theological Education.”

CACS Present for the Future
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First, we will be a center of research excellence 
for the wider church and Communion. We 
will produce publications that envision and 
equip a fruitful future for the church and 
Communion. Second, we will be a center 
equipping the church and Communion with 
reconciling practices. Integrating more fully 
within the seminary curriculum and drawing 
on and lifting up the expertise of our faculty, 
we will provide theologically robust and 
practically transformative skills for building 
peace in a divided world and Communion. 
Third, we will be a center with deep partner-
ships and practical collaborations that reach 
across cultural, theological, and religious 
differences with leaders and emerging leaders 
in the church and Communion.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. 
and Rt. Hon. Justin Welby, considers the 
Center “particularly well placed to provide 
hospitality to the Communion, to develop 
accessible resources for World Anglicanism, 
and to lead in practices of reconciliation…” 
Our Presiding Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael 
Curry, describes our Center as a “unique place 
that is involved in shaping a Jesus movement 
deeply engaged in and related to World 
Anglicanism.”

Celebrate with us and pray with us that 
Virginia Theological Seminary, and its Center 
for Anglican Communion Studies, might 
further discern and take heed of God’s 
grace-filled mission found in the Lord of the 
church and the Lord of the Communion. q

2016 Mollegen Forum with Dr. Melody Knowles, Dr. Madeleine Albright, and Dr. Robert Heaney.

CACS Staff 2017 (left to right): Hartley Wensing, James 
Morton, Robert Heaney, Jeane-Pierre Seguin, Molly 
O’Brien, and Jared Grant. 

Richard Toliaferro (MTS ’03) visits with Jared Grant and Molly O’Brien from 
CACS at Alumni Convocation 2017.



Dr. Lucinda Allen Mosher received her Th.D. from General 
Theological Seminary and is a moral theologian with expertise 
and experience in inter-religious dialogue. She is Assistant 
Academic Director of the Building Bridges Seminar (an 
international Christian-Muslim dialog initiated by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 2002) and Faculty Associate in Interfaith Studies 
at Hartford Seminary (CT). She also has served as Professor of 
Ecumenical, Interfaith, and Anglican Studies at the Séminaire de 
Théologie d’Église Épiscopale d’Haïti (STEEH), as a member of 
the Anglican Communion Network of Inter Faith Concerns 
management group, and as an occasional resource person on 
interfaith matters to the World Council of Churches.

The Rev. Prebendary 
Hudson-Wilkin holds a 
B.Phil in Education from the 
University of Birmingham, 
UK and is the 79th Chaplain 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Commons in the UK 
Parliament. A priest ordained 
in the Church of England, she 
is a chaplain to Her Majesty 
the Queen; Priest in Charge of 
St. Mary-at-Hill Church in 
the City of London near 

Monument. Formerly Diocesan Officer for Black Anglican 
Concerns, the Rev. Hudson-Wilkin presently has pastoral 
and liturgical responsibilities for a range of people and plays 
a key role in state events in the British parliament. She has 
leadership experience across a range of religious and civic 
institutions and charities.

Dr. Najah Nadi Ahmad is the 
Center for Anglican 
Communion Studies’ Fellow 
in Peace and Reconciliation. 
Dr. Nadi has a D.Phil from 
the University of Oxford, UK 
and is the Aziz Foundation 
Lecturer in Islamic Studies at 
the Cambridge Muslim 
College, UK . She is a 
classically trained Muslim 
scholar with a particular 
interest in hermeneutics; the 

history and development of Islamic law and legal theories; 
fatwas and fatwa institutions; Islamic intellectual history; 
and ethics. She worked as a contributing editor for the 
Integrated Encyclopedia of the Qur’an, a research assistant 
at Egypt’s Official Fatwa Council, and has taught in Egypt, 
the UK, and the USA. She has given a series of lectures and 
presentations on Shari’a, Muslim Family law, Fatwa, and 
hermeneutics in a variety of contexts internationally.
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Three New Fellows of the Center 
for Anglican Communion Studies 
Have Been Appointed
Virginia Theological Seminary is pleased to announce 

that three new Fellows of the Center for Anglican 
Communion Studies have been appointed.

Dr. Najah Nadi Ahmad is the Center for Anglican Communion 
Studies’ Fellow in Peace and Reconciliation. The Rev. Prebendary 

Rose Hudson-Wilkin is the Center for Anglican Communion 
Studies’ Fellow in Public Theology, and Dr. Lucinda Allen 
Mosher, is the Center for Anglican Communion Studies’ Fellow 
in World Anglicanism. Fellows act as advisors to the director of 
the Center, and will visit VTS at least once during their term.



News from the Hill  ·  www.vts.edu 19News from the Hill  ·  www.vts.edu 19

FEBRUARY 1, 2018
The Most Rev. Michael Curry 
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church
Lecture: “Why the Episcopal Church Needs  World Anglicanism”

The Most Reverend 
Michael Curry was installed 
as the 27th Presiding 
Bishop and Primate of 
The Episcopal Church on 
November 1, 2015. Bp. 
Curry continues to be a 
deeply respected leader in 
the Anglican Communion. 
At VTS he will remind 
Episcopalians why the 
Communion is essential. 
Register to attend or live 
stream online on the VTS 
website: www.vts.edu. 

NOVEMBER 15, 2017
The Most Rev. Dr. Josiah Idowu-Fearon
Mollegen Lecture: “The Vitality of World Anglicanism”

Josiah Idowu-Fearon was appointed Secretary General of 
the Anglican Communion in 2015. He was awarded the 
Cross of St. Augustine in 2003. He has expertise in Muslim-
Christian relations. In his lecture, and in conversation 
with panelists, he will bring to the audience an expansive 
vision of the dynamism of World Anglicanism today and its 
potential for future growth.

Virginia Theological Seminary’s Center for Anglican Communion Studies 
Celebrates its 20th Anniversary

HIGHLIGHTS AND GUESTS

September 2017–May 2018
Art Exhibit: “Art and Artifacts of  

the Anglican Communion”
Bishop Payne Library

February 5–28, 2018
Rev. Canon Rosemary Mbogo 

(Anglican Church of Kenya) 

February–March, 2018 
Bp. Paul Bayes  

(Diocese of Liverpool, UK) 

March 28–Apr 20, 2018
Canon John Kafwanka (Anglican 

Communion Office, London) 

July 5–13, 2018
Race in the Communion event  

at General Convention 2018
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CHILDREN’S BEHAVIOR IN WORSHIP: 
DOES YOUR CONGREGATION HAVE 
REASONABLE EXPECTATIONS?

“Elementary school children bring new abilities to worship. 
They have a greater capacity for attentive listening, increased 
ability to read, and the ability to organize and memorize 
information. Children in lower elementary school can begin to 
follow along in worship with the community.”

Behavioral Expectations for Children  
in Worship
When the body of Christ gathers for worship, questions often 
arise about engaging all ages during the service. In other words: 
how to incorporate children? Options range from nursery care, 
to activity bags, to children’s chapel, to quiet play space – or a 
combination of the above.

Expectations for children’s behavior must take into account 
developmental stages. This can be tricky for any community. It 
goes both ways: Sometimes we expect too much of young 
children... Sometimes we expect too little of older children.

Here are some guidelines for children in worship, listed by age 
group. The following was compiled by the team at the Center for 
the Ministry of Teaching.

Toddlers (1 and 2 year-olds)
Toddlers come to worship excited to explore with their senses. 
This age group cannot be expected to sit still for more than a 
few minutes. Fidgeting, climbing, falling and crawling are all to 
be expected. Unfortunately, such behavior can be quite distract-
ing. Some toddlers will say little, while others may vocalize 
continuously. Note that children this age are not yet able to 
whisper. They may respond to music, prayers, and movements, 
but they generally show only a passing interest in specific 
liturgical actions. Some older two-year-olds are able to join in 
saying a simple repetitive prayer.

This age group can benefit from:

 ■ Patient adults willing to sit with and comfort them

 ■ A few soft quiet toys that have a calming effect

 ■ A dedicated children’s space near the worship space for quiet 
play or movement

 ■ Adults taking them for a walk outside the sanctuary when a 
break is needed

Did you know that VTS publishes a 
practical ministry website that reaches 

thousands of viewers each day? Building 
Faith – www.buildfaith.org – features tips, 

reviews, and inspiration for ministry 
leaders. For Christian educators 

especially, this website is a must-see.

VTS’ Center for the Ministry of Teaching 
operates Building Faith. This September 

the website was completely redesigned and 
relaunched, with a crisp new look and 

user-friendly navigation. Readers will find 
hundreds of helpful articles, all 

categorized in a variety of ministry topics.

The following article is an example of the 
practical information found on Building 
Faith. Check out www.buildfaith.org to 

read more, or subscribe for free.
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Preschool Children (3 and 4 year-olds)
Preschool children come to worship with short attention spans, 
seemingly endless energy and a growing curiosity about 
everything. This wonderful combination can be a blessing, but 
also a trying experience for parents and other adults. It is 
appropriate to allow preschool children to bring stuffed ani-
mals, picture books, coloring books, and other quiet toys to play 
with during the service. (Action toys such as vehicles or super-
heroes should stay at home or in the car.)

Children this age can begin to participate with the community 
in worship. For example: kneeling or folding hands during 
prayers, standing to sing, etc. It is appropriate for a child this age 
to move around during the service –back and forth from pew to 
floor, for example. Adults should allow children to be active 
within the limits of the situation, as long as the activity is not 
overly distracting to others.

This age group can benefit from:

 ■ Arriving early to find a good seat near the front of church 
with a clear view

 ■ Preparing beforehand for specific parts of the worship service, 
or special events such as a baptism

 ■ Answering questions during the service in a quiet whisper

 ■ A variety of quiet toys

 ■ A dedicated children’s space near the worship space for quiet 
play or movement

Lower Elementary Children (5, 6 and 7 year-olds)
Elementary school children bring new abilities to worship. They 
have a greater capacity for attentive listening, increased ability 
to read, and the ability to organize and memorize information. 
Children in lower elementary school can begin to follow along 
in worship with the community. Parents might bring a few soft 
toys or church related books to use during readings and sermon.

A note on books/coloring. Children of any age should be 
allowed to read/color/draw during a sermon, particularly if the 
sermon is focused on adults. Children are quite good at multi-
tasking, and may even be able to tell you what the sermon was 
about on the way home.

This age group can benefit from:

 ■ Arriving early to find a good seat near the front of church 
with a clear view

 ■ Help memorizing the Lord’s Prayer and other parts of  
the liturgy

 ■ Reviewing the bulletin before the service to identify the parts  
of worship

 ■ Age appropriate books about worship, Communion, etc

 ■ Help following along in the hymnal, prayer book, bulletin, or  
on screen

 ■ Discussing the sermon after the service

Upper Elementary Children (8, 9 and 10 year-olds)
Upper elementary school children will vary greatly, but in 
general children ages 8 and up can be expected to follow along 
in corporate worship. In other words, they can read from the 
prayer book/bulletin/screen, and participate in songs and 
prayers. Older elementary school children can also be expected 
to kneel, stand and sit at the appropriate times along with 
the congregation.

This age group can benefit from:

 ■ People around them – parents, other adults, teenagers 
– modeling authentic and enthusiastic participation  
in worship

Affirming Children in Church
Children grow – in love of God and love of other – when they 
feel truly affirmed as members of the worshipping community. 
While comments such as, “you were so good in church,” or 
“your child was so quiet today” may make children/parents feel 
good, it’s much better to use statements that honor a child’s 
personhood. For example: “I am so glad to see you today,” or, “It 
was wonderful to worship with you.” As for what parents and 
grandparents can say to their children: “Thank you for being 
with me in church” goes a long way.

The above recommendations were compiled by the team at the 
Center for the Ministry of Teaching. Portions of this article were 
taken from a once widely circulated church tri-fold, original 
author unknown. q
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50th Gala Celebration, Continuing Education @ VTS,
Were We’ve Been, Where We Are Going

The Seminary will celebrate 50 years of continuing education on the evening of February 6, 2018, as 
part of the Board of Trustees meeting. The Rev. Roger Ferlo, Ph.D., president emeritus of Bexley 

Seabury Seminary and former director of Lifetime Theological Education (LTE) at VTS, will be the 
keynote speaker. 

We will be honoring Dean Jesse McLane Trotter’s remarkable legacy of extending education of church leaders 
beyond graduation from Seminary. A vision that began with one program has now served over 18,715 
participants in 780 programs. 

As we commemorate the past, the LTE office will highlight plans for creating robust continuing education designed for the 21st-century 
church and our commitment to “non-degree programming focused on dynamic networks and content curation that will feed the people of 
God—both lay and clergy.” (Virginia Theological Seminary’s 2023 Strategic Plan)

For more information, please contact Anne Karoly, associate director of Lifetime Theological Education, at akaroly@vts.edu. q

eFormation
January 12-13, 2018

Following five years of leading ministry within the 21st century and 
cultivating a spirit of innovation and exploration, the annual 

flagship eFormation gathering will once again bring together leaders at 
the VTS campus on January 12 and 13.

Saturday’s workshops will feature nationally-known leaders who are at 
the forefront of digital media for ministry. Returning workshop 
presenters include Keith Anderson, John Roberto, Hugo Olaiz, and 
Kyle Matthew Oliver. They will join new presenters Sarah Stonesifer, 
Jim Keat, and others.

As part of the special two-day event, 
the Friday Leadership Summit will 
convene conversation on forward-
thinking topics, pushing ministry 
leaders to ask questions about the 
future of their faith communities and 
how we as future-focused leaders can 
address pertinent issues. Topics range 
from “Faith Formation in the 21st 
Century” and “Digital Literacy and/as Religious Leadership” to 
“Digital Fatigue” and “Congregations and Change in the Digital Age.” 
These facilitated conversations will ask participants to think and speak 
critically on the most pressing issues facing digital discipleship 
and formation.

Friday evening’s Mind-Brain Education Masterclass will share the 
latest in educational neuroscience research with educators and 
communicators. 

YOU are invited! Whether you are a seasoned digital media profes-
sional or someone wishing to dip your toe into the latest expertise, you 
are welcome to become a part of our learning community. Find out 
more at www.eformationvts.org. q

VTS Hosts 
Symposium 
on the Book 
of Common 
Prayer and 
the Hymnal

The Episcopal Church’s General Convention asked 
for the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music 

(SCLM) to develop of a process for the possible revision 
of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer and The Hymnal 
1982 Hymnal. So the question must be asked: Is it now 
time for prayer book and hymnal revisions or do the 
current books continue to serve the Church well?

To inform the SCLM in their work, the Center for 
Liturgy and Music hosted a consultation at VTS in 
June, 2017, to whether the time for prayer book revision 
has come. Grounded in a fresh revisit of the conditions 
that led to the 1979 prayer book, a critical assessment of 
the current situation of the church’s life and witness 
was addressed.

Likewise, 35 years have passed since the approval of 
The Hymnal 1982. The Center for Liturgy and Music 
sponsored a symposium in October, 2017, to examine 
the developments in culture, language, theology, 
technology, and musical style since the hymnal 
was published.

Both of these conferences featured leaders in the field 
of prayer book and hymnal studies, including 
ecumenical guests. q

The Rev. Roger Ferlo, Ph.D.
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Michael Takeo Magruder: 
Lamentation for the Forsaken
This summer, faculty, staff, students and visitors had the 

unique opportunity to observe, meditate and reflect on 
Lamentation for the Forsaken, a new media installation 

from Michael Takeo Magruder that was installed in Immanuel 
Chapel’s “Octagon Room.”

Lamentation for the Forsaken 
juxtaposes Christ’s suffering 
and journey to the cross with 
the anguish and plight of 
refugees fleeing the Syrian 
Civil War. The artwork is 
composed of two distinct 
visual elements. The first is a 
photographic negative of the 
Shroud of Turin that has been 
aesthetically transformed 
with the names and details of 
individuals who have died in 
the conflict. The second is an 
underlying video stream 
created from sets of curated 
news media photographs that 
portray the lives and hard-
ships of the Syrian people. 
The combination of these two 
layers generates an endlessly 
shifting digital tapestry that 
oscillates between the iconic 
image of Christ and the tragic 
stories of those affected by 
the war.

“The Michael Takeo Magruder 
art exhibit is strikingly 
moving,” said the Very Rev. 
Ian S. Markham. “The rotating image of the Turin shroud, 
coupled with the tragedy of the Syrian war and crisis, weave 
together the divine with human suffering. Each screen captures a 
different element–the hands, for example, show refugees helping 
each other–while the feet show people fleeing the tragedy.”

The installation is thematically—and physically—subdivided 
into four equal narrative parts. The base of the artwork shows 
the legs of Christ interspersed with glimpses of Syrians fleeing 
their homeland. The next section frames the hands of Christ 
and draws forth images of refugees trying to help each other 
survive. The third area focuses on the body of Christ and 
combines it with scenes of those who have been killed in the 
conflict. And the artwork’s final view shows the face of Christ 

blended with the actual faces of men, women and children who 
have been forced to endure this reality.

Michael Takeo Magruder is an American artist based in the U.K. 
who is working with new and interactive media. For the past 

eight years, he has reflected 
upon society’s data-driven 
and information-saturated 
existence through the 
examination of international 
news communications. By 
recombining the notions of 
art and media, he analyzes the 
interconnections which have 
been forged between individu-
als and a pervasive media 
network. It is a questioning of 
product vs. process, knowl-
edge vs. stimulation, fact vs. 
perspective. His art has been 
exhibited worldwide. It 
encompasses an eclectic mix 
of forms ranging from 
futuristic stained-glass 
windows, digital light screens 
and modular light sculptures 
to architectural manipula-
tions, ephemeral video 
projections and interactive 
network installations. 
Michael’s current research 
embraces 3-D stereoscopic 
projection, immersive 
multi-sensory environments 
and interactive non-linear 
narratives for network/gallery 

settings, and is supported by turbulence.org, 3D Visualization 
Group, University of Warwick and Arts Council England.

Lamentation for the Forsaken was originally created for the Stations 
of the Cross art pilgrimage in London during Lent 2016, and was 
brought to the Church of Epiphany in Washington D.C. as part of a 
revised and local Lent 2017 experience. After Easter, Magruder’s 
piece traveled to Immanuel Chapel to bring its relevant and timely 
message to our community. Sarah Stonesifer, digital missioner at 
the Center for the Ministry of Teaching, was part of the planning 
team for the Stations DC pilgrimage and curated the Lamentation 
at VTS. “The Magruder piece reminds us afresh of the God 
revealed in Christ–the God who suffered on the cross–who is right 
in the midst of all this pain,” concludes Markham. q
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Members of the Class of 1977 gather for their 40th Reunion: Front row, left to right: Derrill Crosby, 
David Miller, Ibba Tappe, Mariana Bauman; Back row, left to right: Noel Julnes-Dehner, David 
Wright, Luis Leon, Mike DeVine, and Ted Edwards.

Convocation 2017

Convocation  
2017
One of the most exciting weeks in the life  

of Virginia Seminary is the week of 
Alumni Convocation and Class  

Reunions. In addition to the Sprigg Lectures with 
Dr. Christena Cleveland, the Class Reunion 
Dinner, and Academic Convocation Evensong 
and awarding of Honorary Degrees, this year 
included the official dedication of St. Cyprian’s 
Labyrinth, a visit to the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of African American History and Culture, 
and the celebration of the naming of the Elinor Williams 
Vickery building.

Convocation is an opportunity to welcome home those who have 
been away. Women and men who have been working hard to 
advance the kingdom return to their home. They formed a bond 
together as they were formed in this place. They bring memories of 
former deans and former faculty. They laugh, cry, and remember. 
Convocation is a holy time of reconnecting.

Our speaker this year, Dr. Christena Cleveland, is a social psycholo-
gist, public theologian, author, and professor. She is an Associate 
Professor of the Practice of Organizational Studies at Duke 
University’s Divinity School and the author of “Disunity in Christ: 
Uncovering the Hidden Forces that Keep Us Apart.”

Dr. Cleveland held the Alumni Convocation riveted as she lectured 
with erudition, wit, and polish. The issues are fundamental. We are 

attempting to make sense of the great mystery of human commu-
nity. Why do people get along? Why do people affirm their 
self-esteem by denigrating a different group? How can images of 
people affect the behavior of people? She created the building 
blocks of her argument, and then proceeded to explore the issue of 
power dynamics.

Our preacher at Academic Convocation, Alumni Association 
Executive Committee President, the Rev. Bingham Powell (’07), 
reminded us that as a Seminary and as a denomination, we have a 
gospel obligation to seek to confront our implicit and explicit 
participation in racist structures. We need to listen, understand, 
and be ready to do what we must do to create a future different 
from the past.

The lectures and the full Evensong service were streamed live and 
archived on the VTS website. q

The Rev. Robby Vickery (’76) and his wife Debbie at the celebration of the naming of one of the four new housing apartment buildings dedicated last year, 
“Elinor Williams Vickery Building,” in memory of his aunt. The gift underpinning this naming goes into a much needed maintenance fund.
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The Rev. Beth O’Callaghan (’09), Riley K. Temple (’14), the Very Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf (’08), and 
the Very Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.

We were honored to welcome descendants of the parishioners of St. Cyprian’s Chapel, 
also known as the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, to the dedication ceremony.

The Dedication of  
St. Cyprian’s Labyrinth
Given by the Classes of 2009 and 2017 | Wednesday, October 11, 2017
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The Class of 1992 gathers for the 40th Reunion. Front row (left to right): Percy Grant, Nan Hunter, Tom Carter Laura Lockey, Gwynneth Mudd, Dena Bearl,  
Jane Lomas, Tony Jewiss; back row (left to right): Anita Sherman, Andrew Sherman, Scott Slater, Barbara Williamson, Peter Wenner, Billy Alford, Patti Carter,  
Bruce Lomas, and Rob Ross.

Members are the Class of 1992 catch up at the Reunion Dinner (left to right): Tom Carter,  
Scott Slater, and Billy Alford.

Bishop Carl Wright, ’90 and VTS Trustee member, 
the Rev. Canon Dr. Michele Hagans.

Cayce Ramey, ’12, Lenore Funkhouser, Ginny Wilder, ’12, and, Jo Belser, ’12.

The Rev. Dr. Hilary Smith, ’00.

The Rev. Charles Fischer, ’09, VTS Trustee, the Rev. 
Canon Dr. Michele Hagans, and the Rev. Melanie 
Mullen, ’12.
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Sally Franklin, ’94, George Welles, ’64 and Annie Welles, David Johnston, ’61, Al Votaw, ’64 and Holly Votaw, and Kathleen Price, ’94.

Alumni Convocation attendees listening to Dr. Christena Cleveland deliver her address on “Kenosis 
and the Sociological Imagination: A Practical Theology of Emptying in a World of Inequality, 
Self-Preservation, and Consumption.”

AAEC President, the Rev. Bingham Powell, ’07, preaching 
at Academic Convocation Evensong.

Convocation keynoter Dr. Christena Cleveland 
of Duke Divinity School.

Mary Alice Mathison, ’14, 
Chandler Irwin, ’15,  
Hanna Hooker, ’14, and 
Jimmy Hartley, ’16.

DeWayne Cope, ’18 and the Rev. 
Benjamin Speare-Hardy. ’90.
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Convocation 2017

VTS Board Vice Chair, the Very Rev. Phoebe Roaf, ’08. with keynoter  
Dr. Christena Cleveland.

Laurie Lewis, ’08.

Alumni gather for conversation following the keynote address.

AAEC members  
James Stambaugh, ’17, 
Annie Fredericks 
Cooper, ’04, DMin ’10, 
Mike Angell, ’11, and 
Lisa Neilson, ’16.

Cindy Peterson-Wlosinski, ’82, Wendy Watson, ’83, Marge McNaughton, ’82, Stephen Wlosinski, and  
Linda Kapurch, ’02.
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David Crosby, ’12, Hilary Smith, ’00, Becky Zartman, ’13, Jo Belser, ’12, Lenore Funkhouser, Leslie Steffensen, ’12, Ginny Wilder, ’12, and Cayce Ramey, ’12.

Marlene Forrest, ’18 and the Rev. Dr. Frank 
VanDevelder, ’63.

VTS staff member Debbie Townsend and VTS 
Trustee, the Rev. Canon Dr. Michele Hagans.

Bishop Carl Wright, ’90, Don Lowery, ’87,  
Jen Kimball, ’04, Sven vanBaars, ’08, Laurie 
Lewis, ’08, VTS staff member Jennifer 
Greiner, Anne Karoly, ’97 and Tom Bailey ’93.

Stacy and the Rev. Ben Speare-Hardy, ’90, and the Rev. Dr. Yossa Way, visiting from the Democratic Republic  
of Congo.

Serena Beeks, DMin 
’09, and Loren 
Lasch, ’08.

Chris Miller, ’15.

Convoca  tion 2017
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Honorary doctorates were conferred upon five distin-
guished recipients at Virginia Theological Seminary’s 
annual Academic Convocation on October 10. The 

Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, was awarded to the 
Rev. Talmage G. Bandy and Dr. Christena Cleveland. The Doctor 
of Divinity honoris causa degree was awarded to the Rev. Canon 
Rosemary Muthoni Mbogo, the Rt. Rev. Canon José A. 
McLoughlin, and the Rt. Rev. Rev. George Meshack Okoth.

“We are delighted to confer these honorary degrees on such 
distinguished women and men,” said the Very Rev. Ian S. 
Markham, dean and president of Virginia Theological 
Seminary. “From diocesan service to diaconal volunteer work to 
a distinguished academic, they are touching key areas of 
ministry and service. We are proud of their ministry and their 
impact. They are making a difference to the Church.”

Honorary Degree Recipients

“We are delighted to confer these honorary degrees on such distinguished women and 
men,” said the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, dean and president of Virginia Theological 
Seminary. “From diocesan service to diaconal volunteer work to a distinguished 
academic, they are touching key areas of ministry and service. We are proud of their 
ministry and their impact. They are making a difference to the Church.”
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The Rev. Talmage G. Bandy, Deacon, A.A., is a deacon in the 
Diocese of North Carolina. A teacher, wife, mother, and former 
administrator for the University of Virginia, Bandy, at the age of 
65, was ordained deacon at 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church in 
Southern Pines, N.C. At the age of 
75, Bandy traveled to Dodoma, 
Tanzania to teach at Msalato 
Theological College. Along with 
artist Jessie MacKay, she created a 
charity called Karimu (from the 
Kiswahili word meaning hospitality) 
that makes connections between 
Tanzania and groups in the U.S. 

Christena Cleveland, Ph.D., is a 
social psychologist, public theolo-
gian, author and professor. She is an 
Associate Professor of the Practice 
of Organizational Studies at Duke 
University’s Divinity School and the 
author of “Disunity in Christ: 
Uncovering the Hidden Forces that 
Keep Us Apart.” In 2014, Dr. 
Cleveland was recognized as one of 
“33 Under 33” Christian leaders 
shaping the next generation of faith.

The Rev. Canon Rosemary Muthoni Mbogo, B.A., M.A., is the 
Provincial Secretary of the Anglican Church of Kenya. An 
ordained priest and canon of the Church, she is currently the 
Chairperson of the National 
Council of Churches of Kenya 
(N.C.C.K.). Having received a 
Bachelor of Education and a 
Master’s in Theology and Biblical 
Counseling, Canon Rosemary is a 
teacher, Head-teacher, inspector of 
schools, lecturer, and university 
council member. Her book, 
“Woman, a Vessel of Honour and 
Great Potential,” expresses her 
desire to uplift women.

The Rt. Rev. Canon José A. McLoughlin (’05) was elected in 
2016 to be the seventh bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Western North Carolina, having served as the Canon to the 
Ordinary and Chief-of-Staff for the 
Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma. 
Prior to his call to the priesthood, 
Canon McLoughlin worked in the 
criminal justice field as a police 
officer in Florida and the U.S. 
Department of Justice in 
Washington, D.C., as a Special 
Assistant/Senior Advisor for the 
Assistant Attorney General. Canon 
McLoughlin was ordained in 2005.

The Rt. Rev. George Meshack Okoth (’04, ’13) is the first VTS 
Doctor of Ministry graduate from Tanzania. He was elected the 
Bishop of Mara, Tanzania, in 2016. 
The former head of the Biblical 
Studies department at St. John’s 
University of Tanzania in Dodoma, 
Okoth was previously a professor at 
Msalato Theological College. Okoth 
has also taught at St. Phillip’s 
Theological College, Kongwa, and at 
Buhemba Bible School in Buhemba, 
Tanzania. Bishop Okoth received 
his D.Min. from VTS in 2013. q
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Alumni Office Fall Update
In addition to the Convocation highlights 

shared earlier in this issue, two other 
significant events during Convocation 

week are the Class Stewards meeting and 
the fall meeting of the Alumni Associate 
Executive Committee (AAEC). Those 
gathered for the Class Stewards meeting are 
pictured below, and the AAEC above. 

New AAEC members for 2017-18 include: 
Beth Bojarski (’08), appointed to fulfill the 
term vacated by Bishop Jim Mathes who 
resigned from AAEC when he joined VTS 
staff; the Rev. Dr. Anne (Annie) Fredericks 

Cooper (’04, ’10); the Rev. Loren Lasch (’08); 
the Rev. Canon Lester MacKenzie (’07); the 
Rev. Andrew Merrow (’81), elected by the 
alumni body to serve as a VTS Trustee; the 
Rev. Dr. Hilary Smith (’00); and the Rev. 
James Stambaugh (’17) who was elected by 
his Class. We give thanks to all who serve on 
the AAEC, as Class Stewards, and as 
Regional Chapter Coordinators. We are 
grateful for their leadership and support of 
their alumni colleagues. 

Spring Alumni Picnic: Please mark your 
calendars for the Spring Alumni Picnic on 

April 14, 2018, which will include barbecue, 
refreshments, and fun for alumni families! 

Alumni Regional Chapters: Throughout 
the year, chapter programs are scheduled in 
various regions of the country. Please visit 
www.vts.edu/alumni/regional-chapters for 
schedule details. 

Thank you for your continuing prayers and 
support of Virginia Theological Seminary!

Shelagh Casey Brown  
Director of Alumni and Church Relations 
703.461.1711; scbrown@vts.edu q

AAEC members gather in front of Sparrow Building during their Fall meeting. Front row (left to right): Shelagh Casey Brown (Alumni Director), Dr. Serena Beeks 
(D.Min.’09), the Rev. Dr. Hilary Smith (’00), the Rev. Ginny Wilder (’12), the Rev. Dr. Anne Fredericks Cooper (’04, ’10), and the Rev. Lisa Neilson (’16); Middle row (left 
to right): The Rev. Chris Miller (’15), the Rev. Bingham Powell (’07), the Rev. Loren Lasch (’08), the Rev. Canon Wm. Blake Rider (’04), the Rev. Charles L Fischer III 
(’09), and the Rev. Mike Angell (’10); Top row (left to right): The Rev. Andrew Merrow (’81), the Rev. Carlye Hughes (’05), the Rev. Sven vanBaars (Class Steward, ’08), 
Beth Bojarski (’08), and the Rev. James Stambaugh (’17).

Class Stewards gather for their annual photo. Front row, left to right: Becky Zartman (’13), Sven vanBaars (’08), Blake Rider (’04), Hannah Hooker (’16), Mary Alice 
Mathison (’14), Benjamin Speare-Hardy (’90), Alumni Director Shelagh Casey Brown; middle row, left to right: Sally Franklin (’94), Tony Jewiss (’92), Anne Gavin 
Ritchie (’78), Laurie Lewis, (’08), Chandler Irwin (’15), Robby Vickery (’76), Jim Sell (’69), Al Votaw (’64), George Welles (’64); top row, left to right: Tom Bailey (’93), 
Jennifer McKenzie (’04), Alyse Viggiano (’17), Ted Edwards (’77), Stephen Tamke (’17), and Jimmy Hartley (’16).
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1958
The Rev. Canon Henry N. F. 
Minich, Priest Associate for 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Ivy, VA

1973
The Rev. Robert T. 
Schriber, Parochial Vicar 
for Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church, Raleigh, NC

1981
The Rev. Richard A. Lord, 
Interim Associate Rector for 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Ivy, VA

1983
Dr. Elizabeth A. Leeper, 
Chaplain for Mercy Medical 
Center, Dubuque, IA

1984
The Rev. Jane M. Hague, 
Associate Rector for St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church, 
Hanover, NH

The Rev. Nancy C. 
James, Interim Rector for 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church, Fairbanks, AK

The Rev. Bartholomew 
Wai-Lee Ma, Vicar for St. 
Marks’ Church, Macau, 
Hong Kong

1987
The Very Rev. Zachary 
W.M. Fleetwood, Interim 
Rector for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Ivy, VA

The Rt. Rev. Samuel S. 
Rodman III, Diocesan 
Bishop for Diocese of North 
Carolina, Raleigh, NC

1988
The Rev. Mary C. 
Sulerud, Interim Rector 
for All Hallows’ Parish, 
Davidsonville, MD

1995
The Rev. Raymond J. 
Waldon, Jr., Rector for St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Waco, TX

1996
The Rev. Lisa Frost-
Phillips, Priest-in-Charge 
for St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church, Hillsborough, NC

2000
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. 
Antoci, Priest-in-Charge 
for St. Thomas’ Episcopal 
Church, Upper Marlboro, MD

2002
The Rev. Eunice R. Dunlap, 
Associate Rector for All 
Saints’ Episcopal Church, 
Rehoboth Beach, DE

Alumni on the Move Keeping 
In TouchPlease share your 

news with us!

Write: 
3737 Seminary Rd. 
Alexandria, VA 22304

E-mail: alumni@vts.edu 
Call: 703-461-1711 
Fax: 703-370-0138 
E-mail address changes 
to: eosborn@vts.edu

www.vts.edu
The official website for 
Virginia Theological 
Seminary.

News from the Hill
The Seminary’s newsletter 
for supporters of VTS. 
Published three times a year, 
in March, July, and November.

Episcopal Teacher
The magazine for the Center 
for the Ministry of Teaching
Published three times a year.

The Annual Report
The Seminary’s annual 
report is published once per 
year for alumni and friends. 
Published every December.

The eNews
Monthly updates about
happenings at VTS.
The first day of each month.

The Dean’s Commentary
Daily updates from 
Dean Markham and/or 
guest contributors. 
Daily, Monday-Friday

Online Resources
Ø	www.keyhallonline.com
Ø	www.buildfaith.org
Ø	www.eformationvts.org
 
You can also find us on:

Class Stewards (left to right): Jimmy Hartley, ’16, Mary Alice Mathison, ’14, Stephen Tamke, ’17, Hannah Hooker, ’16, Greg 
Milliken, ’15, and Chandler Irwin, ’15.
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Alumni on the Move (continued)
2004
The Rev. Karin L. MacPhail, 
Priest-in-Charge for St. 
Elizabeth’s Episcopal 
Church, Roanoke, VA

2005
The Rev. Gregory C. Syler, 
Rector for Church of the 
Ascension, Lexington Park, MD

2006
The Rev. Fran Gardner-
Smith, Interim Vicar for St. 
Mary’s Memorial Church, 
Berryville, VA

2007
The Rev. John F. Dwyer, 
Chief Operating Officer for 
Church Divinity School of 
the Pacific, Berkeley, CA

The Rev. Dr. John F. 
McCard, Rector for St. 
James’s Episcopal Church, 
Richmond, VA

2008
The Rev. Dr. Patricia 
M. Lyons, Missioner for 
Evangelism and Community 
Engagement for Diocese of 
Washington, Washington, DC

2010
The Rev. Christopher M. 
Garcia, Rector for Christ 
Episcopal Church, Port 
Republic, MD

The Rev. Richard D. 
Meadows, Jr., Priest-in-
Charge for St. Michael and 
All Angels, Baltimore, MD

2012
The Rev. Adolfo Moronta, 
Associate Priest for Grace 
Episcopal Church, White 
Plains, NY

The Rev. Ginny C. Wilder, 
Rector for Saint Anne’s 
Church, Winston-Salem, NC

2013
The Rev. Fanny S. 
Belanger, Assistant Rector 
for Grace Episcopal Church, 
Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Curtis Farr, 
Rector for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church,  
Fairfield, CT

The Rev. Elizabeth 
Gardner, Assistant to the 
Rector for Christ Church 
Georgetown, Washington, DC

The Rev. Nicholas 
Roosevelt, Rector for St. 
Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 
Albany, GA

2014
The Rev. Kenn J. Katona, 
Priest-in-Charge for St. 
Clement’s Episcopal Church, 
Rancho Cordova, CA

The Rev. Katlin McCallister, 
Priest-in-Charge for Church 
of the Holy Apostles, Hilo, HI

2015
The Rev. Jennifer L. 
Southall, Priest-in-Charge 
for Church of the Redeemer, 
Biloxi, MS

2016
The Rev. Richard W. 
Arthur, Rector for St. 
Michael & All Angels, Stone 
Mountain, GA

The Rev. Canon James P. 
Hartley, Canon for Christian 
Formation, Congregational 
Vitality, and Missional 
Communities for Diocese 
of Upper South Carolina, 
Columbia, SC

2016
The Rev. Ragan K. 
Sutterfield, Associate 
Priest for Christ Episcopal 
Church, Little Rock, AR

The Rev. Dr. Kate R. 
Walker, Minister for Mount 
Vernon Unitarian Church, 
Alexandria, VA

2017
The Rev. Anthony 
Anderson, Curate for St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
Omaha, NE

The Rev. Elizabeth 
Bingham, Missioner for 
Diocese of Michigan,  
Detroit, MI

The Rev. Paul Moberly, 
Assistant Rector for 
Youth and Families for St. 
Alban’s Episcopal Church, 
Annandale, VA

The Rev. Jonathan 
Musser, Assistant to the 
Associate Dean of Chapel 
and Program Assistant for 
the Office of Church and 
Community for Virginia 
Theological Seminary, 
Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Scott Parnell, 
Chaplain for Christchurch 
School, Christchurch, VA

The Rev. Erin Rath, 
Associate Rector for 
Pastoral Care, Holy 
Cross Episcopal Church, 
Simpsonville, SC

The Rev. James 
Stambaugh, Deacon-in-
Charge for Church of the 
Holy Apostles,  
Wynnewood, PA

The Rev. Gethin Wied, 
Assistant for St. James’ 
Episcopal Church, South 
Pasadena, CA
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The Annual Fund

The Year of Possibilities
By Jennifer Greiner 
Director, Annual Fund

You have an important role to play in Virginia Theological 
Seminary’s vision for the future of the Episcopal Church. 
As we approach 2023, we are discerning what the next 

200 years will hold. We have been thinking about this exciting 
time of discernment as “A Year of Possibilities.”

The possibilities are all around us, here at VTS and throughout 
the Communion. Through scholarship, collaboration, leader-
ship, and your help, our third century looms bright on the 
horizon. We are grateful for all you do to bring those possibili-
ties into reach through your ministry, prayers, and gifts.

Thanks to you, VTS strengthens the Church. In this changing 
world, attitudes about the role of the Church are changing, too. 
Your gifts to the Annual Fund allow us to respond to these 
changes with creative ideas for mission to a world that cries out 
for purpose and connection. VTS strengthens the Church 
through transformative ideas and 
sound scholarship.

With your help, VTS connects parishes and 
institutions. We innovate because we 
collaborate. With more than 3,000 
Alumni—including 119 bishops—in 54 
countries and 99 US dioceses, your Annual 
Fund gifts allow us to reach throughout the 
Episcopal church to discover and share 
success. Church leaders around the world 
turn to us for information, ideas, and help 
in preparing the Episcopal Church for the 
future. With more than one million visitors 
to our Lifelong Learning websites, we are a 

hub of information about what is working—and what is next—
in Episcopal ministry.

Your gifts help us maintain affordability for our students. The 
cornerstone of our broad impact on the Episcopal Church is the 
difference we make for those who study here. Our graduates 
carry this passion to communities throughout the world, 
transforming lives every day. VTS is committed to maintaining 

affordability so that our graduates can answer 
God’s call with as little additional student debt 
as possible. Each year, VTS awards over $2.5 
million dollars in institutional aid through a 
variety of scholarships, grants, and other 
programs that assist more than 80 percent of our 
full-time master’s-level student population. VTS 
is committed to maintaining affordability so 
that our graduates can answer God’s call with as 
little additional student debt as possible.

We give thanks as God leads us into our third 
century of ministry and mission in Christ’s 
name. Please give to the Annual Fund this year. 
Your gift is needed, and your support in this 
“Year of Possibilities” makes a difference. q

“What has VTS made possible in your life? 
What have you made possible through the 
resources you’ve found here? What bold new 
possibilities are ripening in the world, to bring 
Jesus Christ off the sidelines and into the 
mainstream of our lives?”
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In Memoriam
The Rev. Murray L. Newman, Jr.
Virginia Theological Seminary shares 
the sad news of the death of Murray Lee 
Newman, longtime VTS faculty member. 
He died on August 3, 2017, after a period 
of declining health since the spring. He 
was surrounded by loved ones and not in 
pain. Dr. Newman served as professor of 
Old Testament for over 40 years at VTS 
and as a priest in the Diocese of Virginia. 
He was a beloved faculty member of 
generations of VTS alumni.

Murray L. Newman, Jr. was born in 
Checotah, Oklahoma, on August 22, 
1924, and grew up in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma. He earned a B.A. in English 
Literature from Phillips University in 
Enid, Oklahoma, in 1946 and an M.A. in 
New Testament in 1947.

Ordained as a young man in the 
Disciples of Christ Church, he went on to 
pursue a Th.D. in Old Testament at 
Union Theological Seminary in New 
York City. He joined the Episcopal 
Church while at Union and was received 
into the priesthood at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine by the Rt. Rev. James 
Pike. He served for one year on the 
faculty of Union at the same time as the 
renowned theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. 

After a year each at Vassar College, 
Union Seminary, and Smith College, he 
taught at Virginia Theological Seminary 
from 1955 to 1996.

Murray was especially interested in the 
early Mosaic period of the Old 
Testament. He wrote “The People of the 
Covenant: A Study of Israel from Moses 
to the Monarchy” (1962, Abingdon), a 
book arguing for two covenant traditions 
in ancient Israel, one located in the south 
(J-P) and one in the north (E-D). He was 
most at home in the classroom and 
engaging seminary students. At VTS, 
Murray was an enthusiastic teacher of 
the Old Testament to generations of 
students. Many of his students remember 
learning one of the oldest parts of 
scripture, Miriam’s song of triumph at 
the Red Sea in Hebrew: Shiru le-Yahweh 
ki ga-oh-ga-ah, Sus we-rokhvo ramah 
vayyam. “Sing to Yahweh, for he has 
triumphed gloriously; Horse and its rider 
he has cast into the Sea!” Another 
innovative course he taught reflected his 
ongoing interest in politics and religious 
life. The elective, “The Bible and the New 
York Times,” was inspired by Karl 
Barth’s dictum that one should read the 
Bible in one hand, and the newspaper in 
the other.

Other major commitments of Murray 
while at VTS were related to lay educa-
tion, ecumenism, and peace and justice 
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He 
regularly taught in the Lay School at 
VTS, now the Lifetime Theological 
Education program. He was deeply 
committed to the Washington, D.C. 
theological consortium, which arranged 
for students to take courses in an 
ecumenical consortium of area seminar-
ies. Alternating with other faculty, he led 
the annual seminary study tour of the 
Holy Land housed at St. George’s College 
in East Jerusalem. During that time, he 
learned about the foundational and 
ongoing injustices experienced by the 

Palestinians under Israeli occupation. He 
was deeply concerned and taught about 
the need for a just and peaceful solution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

While in retirement in Collington, 
Murray became particularly concerned 
about climate change and served capably 
on the Collington Sustainability 
Committee to research ways in which 
Collington could conserve energy.

In his life activities and interactions with 
family, he displayed wisdom and a keen 
sense of humor, and above all a commit-
ment to his vocation as teacher, scholar, 
and priest of the church. He is survived 
by his wife of 71 years, Janice Hood 
Newman, four children, Lee, Nancy, 
Martin, and Judith, and five grandchil-
dren. A memorial or interment service 
will be planned in the future. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions in his memory 
may be made to American Near East 
Refugee Aid or St. George’s College 
in Jerusalem.

We are grateful to Judith Newman, Rev. 
Newman’s daughter, for her assistance 
with the above obituary.
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E. Massie Valentine
E. Massie Valentine, a former member of 
the Board of Trustees of the Seminary, 
passed away peacefully at home on 
August 3, 2017, at the age of 82, after a 
long illness.

Massie attended St. Christopher’s School 
and graduated from Woodberry Forest 
School in 1952. He earned a B.A. in 
Economics from the University of 
Virginia in 1956, where he was a member 
of St. Anthony Hall, the IMP Society, 
The Raven Society and Eli Banana.

Massie had a passion for tennis that 
began at an early age. He won the Boys’ 
15-and-under State of Virginia singles 
and doubles championships in 1948, was 
a member of the UVA tennis team from 
1953 to 1955, as well as a five-time city of 
Richmond doubles champion. Massie 
gave back to the sport he loved by playing 
an active role in bringing the Fidelity 
Bankers Life Tennis Tournament to 
Richmond, and endowing a tennis 
scholarship at UVA. He was inducted 
into the Richmond Tennis Hall of Fame 
in 2009.

Massie began his business career with the 
William Byrd Press and later joined the 

Baker-Cockrell Insurance 
Agency. He was a Director of 
Johnson & Higgins, served as 
President of J&H Virginia and 
retired as Chairman of the 
Southeast region in 1992. His 
community involvements 
included chairing the Board of 
the YMCA of Greater Richmond, 
the 1979 United Way Campaign 
of Metro Richmond and the 
board of The Valentine Museum. 
He served on the board of St. 
Christopher’s School, Woodberry 
Forest School, and The 
University of Virginia Board of 
Visitors and served as board 
chair of The Steward School. A 
lifelong member of St. James’s 
Church, as well as a former Vestryman, 
Massie was on the VTS Board of Trustees 
from 1993–2003. Known affectionately as 
“Skeeter,” Massie was a loving son, 
brother, husband, father, grandfather 
and friend.

A good friend wrote to him recently, 
“When asked to define loyalty, you came 
to mind as the epitome of the word. You 
demonstrated it so many times in so 

many ways.” Skeeter valued family and 
friendship above all else and instilled the 
virtue of loyalty in all who knew him.

A memorial service was held at St. 
James’s Episcopal Church on Monday, 
August 7, 2017.
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Living in the Age of Anxiety
“God does not give us more than we can handle.” We 

have all heard this well-meaning statement, often 
said by those “committing” pastoral care. When I 

was diagnosed with cancer in 2015, I got this message from 
family and friends—all those people who love me and keep me in 
their prayers until this day. In 1981, when Ellen was born with 
Down Syndrome, Linda and I heard this message more than 
once. One Episcopal priest came to our house to deliver this 
“good news.” I could not wait for him to leave.

What is so wrong with the statement? Some would argue that it 
has Biblical roots. For me, the sentence starts with a wrong 
assumption. God does not “give” us those things which we must 
“handle.” God does not “give” people cancer. God does not 
make a newborn child disabled mentally or physically or both. 
This is not the God I have come to know in Jesus Christ.

The God of my faith and life is the God who suffers with me. In 
the “dark nights of the soul,” I have found God very near, very 
present. When I have been “knocked down,” God is kneeling 
there beside me. The 
God who suffers with us 
may be best understood 
or interpreted in 
Michelangelo 
Buonarroti’s 
Renaissance sculpture 
housed in St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Vatican City. 
The marble Pietà is a 
suffering Mary holding 
Jesus, loving him 
into death.

The God of my faith and 
life is like the priest in 
John L’Heureux’s short 
story, “The Expert on 
God.” The priest in the 
story, weary and with an 
empty well for ministry, 
drives up on a young 
man who had just 
wrecked his car. The 
priest grabbed oil from 
his glove compartment 
and rushes to the car. 
He finds a way to hold 
the dying man he did 
not know. The priest 
keeps saying over and 
over: “I love you. I love 

you. I love you.” This is the Compassionate God I have come to 
know in Jesus Christ. Not a God who willy-nilly “gives” out 
sickness, suffering, and death.

Finally, this sentence, “God does not give us more than we can 
handle,” gets an F grade from me because I know that I cannot 
“handle” my life. Each time I receive the Eucharist I hand over 
my life to God. Or perhaps better said: God takes my life. Indeed, 
this is the work of God on the Cross. God keeps taking me into 
God’s loving embrace. It is the greatest mystery of my life.

These thoughts have been mine since a Dean’s Table a few weeks 
ago. What is Dean’s Table? Each week the leaders of the student 
body meet with the Dean and President and his senior staff: 
Jacqueline Ballou, M.B.A. (Vice President for Finance and 
Operations), Kathryn Glover, M.P.A. (Vice President for Human 
Resources and Institutional Effectiveness and Secretary of the 
Corporation), the Rev. Melody Knowles, Ph.D. (Vice President 
of Academic Affairs and Associate Professor of Old Testament), 
the Rt. Rev. James R. Mathes, D.D. (Associate Dean of Students 

and Director of Anglican 
Studies), and myself.

There has been a lot to 
“handle” of late. If the 
horrific massacre were 
not enough, we have the 
hurricanes which have 
left a path of death and 
destruction in Texas, 
Florida, and other 
states. Puerto Rico is 
still struggling without 
power and water. Still 
raging, as I write, are 
the devastating fires in 
Northern California. 

If there was not enough 
to “handle,” there is in 
our land a grave 
concern about North 
Korea and the looming 
fear that we will enter 
World War III. There 
are so many “Writ 
Large” concerns, even 
as we live our daily 
lives, handling what 
comes our way. 
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The Germans invaded Poland on September 1, 1939. The Second 
World War began, and W. H. Auden wrote a poem: “September 
1, 1939.” The poem is in the first person. Auden is sitting in a 
gay bar in New York “uncertain and afraid as the clever hopes 
expire of a low dishonest decade.” The poet concludes: “Accurate 
scholarship can unearth the whole offense from Luther until 
now that has driven a culture mad.” “Those to whom evil is 
done, do evil in return.”

The fourth stanza of this poem is truly prescient. Auden 
prefigures 9/11 and the fall of the Twin Towers when he writes:

“Into this neutral air
Where blind skyscrapers use
Their full height to proclaim
The strength of Collective Man.
Each language pours its vain
Competitive excuse:
But who can live for long 
In an euphoric dream;
Out of the mirror they stare,
Imperialism’s face
And the international wrong.”

The last verse, however, is a powerful claim that “negation and 
despair” do not have the final word. Light will 
overcome darkness.

“Defenseless under the night
Our world in stupor lies:
Yet, dotted everywhere,
Ironic points of light
Flash out wherever the Just
Exchange their messages:
May I, composed like them
Of Eros and of dust,
Beleaguered by the same
Negation and despair,
Show an affirming flame.”

Showing that “affirming flame” is our vocation as bearers of 
Christ. For Auden, it was not a “piece of cake.” Eight years after 
“September 1, 1939,” Auden wrote “The Age of Anxiety” for 
which he won the Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 1948. The wind 
was ever at Auden’s face, and so with us, as he tried to “show an 
affirming flame” in a world full of darkness. While the world, 
and even nature, can blow out the flame, the “Just” must “show 
an affirming flame.”

As we care for others and suffer in this aching world, we may 
find that words are inadequate to “show an affirming flame.” 
People say “God does not give us more than we can handle” 
because they are trying to be helpful, to do something. 

Sometimes, it may be enough for us to be the Light of Christ. 
Without words. Indeed, we can be present and caring without 
searching for words, as we keep hearing Paul’s truth that 
“nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The Rev. J. Barney Hawkins IV, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Institutional Advancement, 
the Arthur Carl Lichtenberger Professor in Pastoral Theology 
and Continuing Education
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