
 
 

 

Welcome, Beloved of God! 

 
When we are baptized into the Body of Christ, 

we become part of a community. We realize we 

cannot follow our baptismal promises on our 

own, we need others to help show us the way.  

Some of these models live among us, others died 

centuries ago. They are all part of the Great 

Cloud of Witnesses.   

 

The Great Cloud of Witnesses is the community 

who nurtures us, sustains us, encourages us, 

teaches us, exhorts us. We have two suggestions 

for our 30-day challenge:  

 

• Daily Saints: We asked several people who has helped them live more fully into their 

baptism. Who has exemplified the different baptismal promises. We received a lot of 

responses. Some were apostles, many were lay. Some are well-known, others more 

personal. Most have died, but four are still living. We invite you to spend the next 30 

days with each selection. Find out why this saint inspired the responder. Reflect on some 

questions. You may discover someone new who helps you in your walk. [See pdf file for 

daily reflection offerings for your use. These reflections will also be posted on BFL’s 

Facebook page beginning on All Saints’ Day; you can follow and share] 

 

• The Collects and Holy Baptism: We thought your congregation might want to spend 

some time reflecting on the saints of God, particularly as it relates to our Rite of Baptism. 

You may choose to do one or more sections, preferably in small groups. [See below] 

 

 

The Collects 
Using one or more of the collects below, what does the BCP suggest is the 

value of honoring the Saints of the Church? 
 

All Saints 
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship 

in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your 

blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable 

joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our 
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Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Of a Saint I 
Almighty God, you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses: Grant that we, 

encouraged by the good example of your servant N., may persevere in running the race 

that is set before us, until at last we may with him attain to your eternal joy; through Jesus 

Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Of a Saint II 
O God, you have brought us near to an innumerable company of angels, and to the spirits 

of just men made perfect: Grant us, during our earthly pilgrimage, to abide in their 

fellowship, and in our heavenly country to become partakers of their joy; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.  

 

Of a Saint III 
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and 

on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 

fellowship of love and prayer and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to 

your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our 

intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

 

 

 

Holy Baptism 

 
A. Presentation and Examination of the Candidates: Imagine that you were 

preparing someone for baptism, can you identify someone who exemplifies 

each of these renunciations/turnings? 
 

 Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 

 Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of 

God? 

 Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

 Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

 Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

 Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord 
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B. The Baptismal Covenant: For the Baptismal Covenant, can you identify 

someone who exemplifies each promise? 

 
 Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 

and in the prayers? 

 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord? 

 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being? 

 

 

C. Prayers for the Candidates: As we pray for the candidates, can you identify 

someone who can help model these virtues to the newly baptized?  

 
 Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

 Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

 Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

 Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

 Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

 Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

 Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

 

D. Baptismal Charge: As we give this charge to the newly baptized, can you 

identify someone who has lived fully into these aspirations?  

 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 

proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

For Reflection:  

 

You have considered how the Great Cloud of Witnesses has lived out their 

Baptism. It is time to reflect on how you might be the example that others 

need. Where have you shown great faithfulness. Where are your growing 

edges? 

 

When someone describes how you have helped them live into their Baptism, 

what would you hope they might say? 
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