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Day 1 — Verna Dozier, lay leader and educator
[September 1, 2006]

Chosen by Karen Meridith, Executive Director,
Education for Ministry Sewanee (TN)

How has she helped you to live out your baptism?

KM: Verna Dozier believed and taught that the call to ministry is
given to all at baptism, that call is lifelong, and ministry is rooted in
everyday living. When it was suggested, upon her retiring from full-
time teaching in high school, that she would now have time for taking
up a ministry Dozier replied that she would be *continuing* her
ministry. She grounded herself and encouraged others to ground
themselves in reading the Scriptures; worked for justice and
supported the ordination of women; and insisted that *every person*
has dignity and worth as a child of God. She taught that the church gathers to feed and sustain itself only
so it can be the church sent out to serve the world. Her teaching has inspired pretty much every aspect of
my own understanding of ministry and what it means to be the church in the world. My favorite saying is
her challenge: "Do you intend to follow Christ, or are you content merely to worship him?" (From The
Dream of God)

For Reflection:
* How do you understand ministry?

* Are you following Verna Dozier’s challenge: Do you intend to follow Christ, or are you
content merely to worship him?

To learn more about Verna Dozier: https://episcopalarchives.org/church-
awakens/exhibits/show/leadership/lay/dozier; https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/verna-
josephine-dozier
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