
 
 

 

Day 18 – Dorothy Day, Servant of God  

[29 November 1980] 

 

 

Chosen by Mary Sicilia, Canon Educator emerita, 

Vancouver (WA) 
 

How has she helped you to live out your baptism? 

MS: Dorothy Day, co-founder of the Catholic Workers 

Movement and longtime editor of The Catholic Worker 

newspaper. From Day, among many other things, I learned 

(primarily through her writing) that we don't have “spiritual 

lives,” but rather we have LIVES and that prayer is not something we do, but something we are. “All 

prayers no matter what their words,” she wrote, “are saying one of five things”:  

 

l. Lord, have mercy…. 

2. Father, forgive me  

3. HELP! 

4. God damn it! 

5. WOW! 

 

If you know those feelings, you know how to pray without ceasing, even in the midst of the fray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about Dorothy Day: https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/04/13/dorothy-

days-radical-faith  
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Baptismal Feast Day Resources 
30 Day Challenge: Daily Inspiration for Baptismal 

Living from Saints of God 

 

For Reflection:  
 

 For Dorothy Day, prayer was integrated in all facets of her life. How does that resonate  

with you? 

 Dorothy Day said, “Don't call me a saint. I don't want to be dismissed so easily.” What do you 

think she meant by that? 
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