
 
 

 

Day 21 – Michael Lapsley, Priest, Activist,  

and Reconciler 

 

Chosen by Nicole Simopoulos, chaplain at  

The Bishop’s School, La Jolla (CA) 

 

How has he helped you to live out your baptism? 

NS:  I met him when I was living in South Africa in 1998-1999. He 

came out to the school I taught at in Honolulu and spent a week with 

students in classes and spoke in chapel. For me Michael Lapsley+, along 

with Mother Teresa and ++Desmond Tutu, live the baptismal call to love 

our neighbors as ourselves, to respect the dignity of every human being, 

and to strive for justice and peace among all people. 

 

[TheForgivenessProject.com] For the first three months [after losing his 

hands and an eye from a letter bomb sent by the Afrikaaner 
sympathizers] I was as helpless as a newborn baby. People have asked 

me how I survived, and my only answer is that somehow, in the midst of the bombing, I felt that God was 
present. I also received so many messages of love and support from around the world that I was able to 

make my bombing redemptive – to bring life out of death, good out of evil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about Michael Lapsley: https://www.theforgivenessproject.com/stories/michael-
lapsley/; https://healingmemoriesna.org/resources; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tef2AwcIZsw  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Image found at: amazon.com 

 

Baptismal Feast Day Resources 
30 Day Challenge: Daily Inspiration for Baptismal 

Living from Saints of God 

 

For Reflection:  
 

 In what ways has adversity shaped your life? Have you been able to redeem that experience  

and heal? 

 How have you been found avenues for healing in the world? 
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