
 
 

 

Day 23 – Philip, Deacon & Evangelist and  

The Ethiopian, Catechumen & Evangelist 

 

Chosen by Vicki Hesse, priest, former BFL 

sponsor (MI) 
 

How have they helped you to live out your baptism? 

VH: Encounter between Philip (deacon) and the Ethiopian 

Eunuch (non-binary, queer person) from Acts: "As they were 

going along the road, they came to some water; and the 

eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 

him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw 

him no more and went on his way rejoicing."  [Acts 8:36, 38-39 NRSV]   

 

This anecdote reminds me of the way baptism is connected to learning scripture, the story of redemption, 

and how longing for baptism can occur all at once. And, how the baptizer can be in just the right place at 

just the right time for the seeking one. Then the baptizer might be swept away and the baptizee is on their 

own to spread their joy. Love this story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about the E:  https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-

lectionary/fifth-sunday-of-easter-2/commentary-on-acts-826-40-2  
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Baptismal Feast Day Resources 
30 Day Challenge: Daily Inspiration for Baptismal 

Living from Saints of God 

 

For Reflection:  
 

 In the first Baptismal promise, we pledge to continue in the apostles’ teachings which we find 

in Scripture (and Church doctrine). If someone were to ask you for help in understanding some 

part of Scripture, would you try to follow the model shown by Philip? 

 Remember a time when you have seized the moment to do what the Spirit requires. 
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