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Day 25 — Paul Jones, Bishop
[4 September 1941]

Collect: Merciful God, you sent your beloved Son to preach peace to those
who are far off and to those who are near: Raise up in this and every land
witnesses, who, after the example of your servant Paul Jones, will stand firm in
proclaiming the Gospel of the Prince of Peace, our Savior Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Chosen by Rodney Dean, BFL Catechist and
Spiritual Director, Hillsboro (MD)

How has he helped you to live out your baptism?

RDL.: (ForwardMovement.org) [H]e had long expressed his belief that
participation in warfare was unconscionable and contrary to the teachings of
Jesus Christ. When America entered World War I against Germany ... he did
not believe that engaging in war was ever an acceptable Christian alternative. Furthermore, he argued
that for the church to take the side of one nation against another was to surrender her catholicity and
become no more than an instrument of the state. At a public meeting in Los Angeles in 1917 he expressed
his opinion that "war is unchristian.” The press in Utah attacked the bishop for his stand. The matter was
brought to the attention of the Episcopal House of Bishops. Challenged by the House, Bishop Jones
prepared an eloquent and carefully reasoned explanation of his pacifist position. The House of Bishops
called on Jones to resign and issued a pastoral letter in strong support of the American war effort. Bishop
Jones was a very peaceful pacifist and he quietly resigned and largely disappeared from public life. His
witness stung the consciences of some and left a lasting impression on this church.

For me, Paul Jones respected the dignity of all; he also allowed his response to be totally aligned with
how Jesus responded when Peter drew his sword to harm someone. Jones lived into his baptism to the
point of being tossed out of the Church.

For Reflection:
* Imagine some belief for which you were willing to risk career, family, life.

= In 1917 the House of Bishops censured Paul Jones; decades later they declared him a saint.
When have you known the Church to reconsider earlier theological positions?

To learn more about Paul Jones: https://epfnational.org/bishop-paul-jones/;
http://satucket.com/lectionary/Paul Jones.htm;
https://issuu.com/utah10/docs/uhg_volume50 1982 number3/s/133981
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