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INITIATIVE

Day 28 — Gobnait [Abigail], Monastic
[11 February 6% c]

Chosen by Terri Pilarksi, rector,
Christ Church Dearborn (M)

How has she helped you to live out your baptism?

[Wikipedia]: Celtic lore held bees in high esteem, believing the soul left the body as
a bee or a butterfly. Gobnait is said to have added beekeeping to her life's work,
developing a lifelong affinity with them. She started a religious order and dedicated
her days to helping the sick. It has been speculated that she used honey as a healing
aid.¥ She is credited with saving the people at Ballyvourney from the plague. One
story tells of how she drove off a brigand by sending a swarm of bees after him and
making him restore the cattle he had stolen.

TP: I'write icons and went searching for a new subject, | became interested in
Gobnait, of whom little is known. So little was recorded about the lives of women
leaders. She founded a monastery and was devoted to bees. [ love Gobnait’s
connection to nature and joy.

For Reflection:
= For many centuries, we heard little about the lives of women. Whose

stories might we be overlooking today?
* In what ways does God’s creation have a place in your walk as a Christian?

To learn more about Gobnait: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gobnait;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLbO7yvfkLY

Image found at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gobnait Harry Clarke's design drawing for the Saint Gobnait window in the Honan Chapel, Cork, Ireland (1914). The bottom of
design features the story of Gobnait driving off the brigand.
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