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How has she helped you to live out your baptism? 

KA: The New Yorker magazine ran an article the week Mary Oliver 

died (2019) which noted that Oliver’s poem, The Summer Day, with 

its question “Tell me, what is it you plan to do/ with your one wild 

and precious life?” has been invoked so much it has “begun to sound 

like common prayer.” The depth of Oliver’s profound impact on the 

souls of her readers does not surprise me. For she asks that each one 

of us, that I, be present and attuned to God’s grace daily. She 

reminds us, reminds me, that each moment matters – in darkness and 

in light; we are all connected. By living deeply into the gifts 

entrusted to her by God, Oliver’s authentic commitment to seeing the value in the ordinary and the 

everyday gives me a deep well to draw from as I wade in baptismal waters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about Mary Oliver: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/mary-oliver  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This image by Kelly Lattimore was found at: https://fineartamerica.com/featured/mary-oliver-kelly-latimore.html  

 

Baptismal Feast Day Resources 
30 Day Challenge: Daily Inspiration for Baptismal 

Living from Saints of God 

 

For Reflection:  
 

 Who or what helps you “be present and attuned to God’s grace daily”? Poetry? Music? 

Contemplative prayer? Other people? 

 What gifts have God entrusted to you? How have you been a good steward of that gift? 
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