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Preparing for the Baptism Feast Day on All Saints’ 2021 
The Baptism of Jesus 

 

Introduction 
Water has always been an important part of the Judeo-Christian faiths. In ancient times the Hebrew 

people practiced water ceremonies and bathed themselves for healing or cleansing. Water is central to 

stories like Noah and the Ark or the crossing of the Red Sea. The concept of baptism became a central 
focal point in the New Testament beginning with accounts about John the Baptizer and the baptism of 

Jesus.  

 

Whenever all four Gospels include the same story, we know it is important. But despite the similarities of 

stories in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, there are also differences. In this study as we 

prepare for a Baptismal Feast Day in our Church, we will look at all four descriptions of the baptism of 

Jesus to better understand that event and how it relates to our own baptisms. How can we deepen our 

understanding of baptism through knowledge that begins in our heads and moves to our hearts? How does 

this ancient rite and the Baptismal Covenant point us to a deeper relationship with the Triune God? 

 

Background: Gospel Narratives of the Baptism of Jesus 

 

Mark 1:9-11 

Matthew 3:13-17 

Luke 3:21-22 

John 1:29-34 

 
We begin with Mark because it is the basis of much of the content of the Synoptic Gospels—Mark, 

Matthew, and Luke. Together these three gospels describe Jesus’ life, with many of the events, parables 

and sayings occurring in two or all three accounts. Often the wording of these passages in the three books 

are similar and almost identical. John’s Gospel stands alone, representing a different tradition with 

descriptions and details of events that often vary from those found in the Synoptics. In each of the 

narratives, John the Baptizer is an important figure preaching at the Jordan River, called by God to begin 

the ministry of Jesus with baptism. 

 

Mark 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just 

as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 

dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased."  
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Matthew 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered 

him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 

consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 

heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 

him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Luke 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 

heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  

 

John 
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me 

because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this 

reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from 

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 

baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 

 

 

Engaging the Word 

 
1. Begin by reading together the Baptismal Covenant (p. 304 in the Book of Common Prayer), followed 

by silent reflection about each person’s baptismal story. Some stories may come from other family 

members about an infant baptism. Others may reflect a person’s participation in the baptism of a child 

or godchild, friend, or other family member. Some may be thinking about an upcoming baptism or 

wondering if baptism for themselves or someone near to them is something to be explored. 

 

2. Ask four participants to read the four passages.  

• Did you hear anything new as the passages were read? 

• Did anything surprise you? 

• What was similar in the four different accounts? 

• What differences did you note? 

 

3. Reread the four passages again. As you listen to the biblical accounts again, ask each person to think 

about their own baptismal stories. 

• The Gospel accounts tell of God’s deep and abiding love for Jesus expressed during his 

baptism. Was that love present in your baptism story or other baptisms you have witnessed? 

• Encourage participants to share their stories. How are they similar to the Gospel narratives?  

• Baptism is a communal event to be shared by those in a faith community. How does your 

community support the newly baptized? Would you like to be more involved in helping all 

people live into promises made in the Baptismal Covenant? 

 

4. End with prayer, saying the names of each person to be baptized and each person participating  
in this Bible study.  


