EUAETLII%ED Baptismal Feast Day Resources
i oo Anticipating a Baptism — Engaging the Community

Purpose:
To engage the family, friends, and congregation of baptismal candidates more deeply with the energy and
transformational power of the Holy Spirit through our Baptismal Covenant.

Concept:

To invite congregation members to explain and share a personal story of their experience with one of the
questions in the Baptismal Covenant during a regular worship service for the four weeks before the
baptism. (3-4 minutes)

Activity:
e  Gather a group of people of various ages to spend a little time studying and talking about their baptismal
experiences informed by the Baptismal.

o Ifitis more comfortable for the group, talks can be planned together and practiced together — with the goal
of getting presentations down to three or four minutes maximum.

e Designate a speaker for the first Sunday. They share a personal reflection on what it means to “renounce
Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God,” offering a personal example or two.
That person also talks about the 1st Turn, “Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?” and
their experience in turning to Jesus Christ and how they accepted him as their Savior.

Note: In beta testing, the concept of Satan and the spiritual forces of wickedness posed the most significant
difficulty. Many people do not have a framework for thinking about evil incarnate and evil spiritual forces;
therefore, the local leader may wish to provide some support and instruction.

e The second week’s speaker shares a personal reflection on what it means to “renounce the evil powers of
this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God,” and how they “put your whole trust in his grace
and love?”

e  The third speaker shares personal reflection on what it means to “renounce all sinful desires that draw you
from the love of God?”, and how they “promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?”

e On the fourth Sunday, the last speaker addresses the congregation’s response to “Will you who witness
these vows and do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?” It is suggested that the
leader encourage the speaker to consider ways the congregation can support individuals in their spiritual
growth. How might people get involved in the disciple-making process?

Note: Each question requires concrete examples that focus on what this does or should look like in daily life. The
point is to help the baptismal candidates, their families, and the congregation better understand what God is doing
through baptism, what God is asking of us in baptism, and how we might continue to be transformed by the Holy

Spirit through our Baptismal vows and Baptismal Living.



