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New 
Course 
Number 

Old 
Course 
Number 

Course Title Faculty 
Member 

Term Day Time Credits Description 

 STH 510 Jesus Christ 
and His 
Community 

Kate 
Sonderegger 

Fall Tuesday 9:30-
12:20 

3.0 In this course we turn to the work of God toward us creatures, from providence through redemption 
and the last things, the final triumphant out-working of God’s grace. In all these doctrines, we seek to 
know and love God more truly, so that the Lord’s truth may guide, sanctify, judge and bless our several 
callings. We will read theologians across the Churches and from every age, so that we may take our part 
in the great conversation that is Christian life before God.  

BIBL 
501 

OTS 
501/502 

Old 
Testament 
Interpretation 
I 

Stephen Cook Fall Monday/ 
Wednesday 

9:30-
10:50 

3.0 This course is the first semester of a 2-semester sequence that explores the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible 
while learning strategies for reading and interpreting the text. The first semester takes as its focus the 
Torah and historical narratives and will survey the contents, social historical contexts, and major streams 
of tradition relating to this part of the Bible. Students will be introduced to exegetical methods and 
interpretive tools to gain hermeneutical competence in reading Old Testament as a theological discipline 
and a cross-cultural exercise. The course will intersect with theological reflection, Christian formation, 
homiletical practice, and artistic interpretations of the text. 

BIBL 
503 

NTS 
501/502 

New 
Testament 
Interpretation 
I 

John Yieh Fall Monday/ 
Wednesday 

6:30-
7:50 

3.0 This course is the first semester of a 2-semester sequence that explores the New Testament while 
learning strategies for reading and interpreting the text.  The first semester takes as its focus the four 
Gospels and the historical Jesus and will survey the contents, social hisotrical contexts and major 
streams of tradition relating to this part of the Bible.  Students will be introduced to exegetical methods 
and interpretive tools to gain hermeneutical competence in reading New Testament as a theological 
discipline and a cross-cultural exercise.  The course will intersect with theological reflection, Christian 
formation, homiletical practice and artistic interpreations of the text. 

BIBL 
510 

LAN 
511/512 

Biblical Greek Katherine 
Grieb 

Fall Monday/ 
Wednesday/
Friday 

1:00-
1:50 

3.0 This course will set the stage for the rest of your studies at VTS and allow you to build your future work 
on the foundation of your work with the ancient text in one of its original languages and aims to give 
students an introduction to reading Biblical Greek. By the end of the term, students will be able to read 
basic sentences of the biblical text in its original language. 

BIBL 
511 

LAN 
501/502 

Biblical 
Hebrew 

Judy Fentress-
Williams 

Fall Monday/ 
Wednesday/
Friday 

1:00-
1:50 

3.0 This course will set the stage for the rest of your studies at VTS and allow you to build your future work 
on the foundation of your work with the ancient text in one of its original languages and aims to give 
students an introduction to reading Biblical Hebrew. By the end of the term, students will be able to 
read basic sentences of the biblical text in its original language. 

BIBL 
620 

RCL 820 The Bible, 
Myth and 
Superheroes 

Judy Fentress-
Williams 

Fall Tuesday 6:30-
9:20 

3.0 (For MA students in their 2nd year or later, this course fulfills the Interdisciplinary Seminar requirement 
for MA students)   
The resurgence of myth and superheroes in film and other media is, among other things, a commentary 
on the values and needs of the cultures that produce them. Contemporary superhero stories are 
designated modern day myth, yet they function like the ancient stories. What if anything is “modern” or 
unique about the heroic tales we tell today? What roles do superheroes play in contemporary western 
culture? To what extent does the function of modern day myth and hero inform our understanding of 



Fall Course Listings              2 

4/8/2019 

the function of myth in scripture? This course will undertake the following tasks: to define and identify 
myth in ancient and modern stories, to consider the function and pattern of myth and the roles of 
heroes in literature and society and finally to reflect of the theological function of myth and hero in the 
ancient and modern world. 

BIBL 
621 

NTS Gospel of 
Matthew 

John Yieh Fall Friday 9:30-
12:20 

3.0 Pre-requisite: NTS Introductory Sequence. This advanced study of the Gospel of Matthew is a critical 
exegesis of the contents and contexts of the first Gospel with an eye on the history of interpretation 
and the effects of its text on theology and culture. Matthew’s literary composition and theological 
themes will be analyzed in its first social-historical contexts. The diverse traditions of interpretation and 
trends of application will be assessed. Attention will be given to the use of the OT, Jesus’ radical 
teaching, tension with the synagogue, and the mission of the church, all of which are significant for our 
reflection and practice of faith today.’ 

BIBL 
625 

NTS Epistle to the 
Romans 

Katherine 
Grieb 

Fall Monday 9:30-
12:20 

3.0 Pre-requisite: NTS Introductory Sequence: This course is an advanced exegetical seminar on Paul's letter 
to the Romans in English. Romans is a crucial text for understanding Pauline theology, the history of 
early Christianity, and the history of biblical interpretation. Attention will be given to all of these and 
also to matters of pastoral concern in the Church today, as they arise out of our discussions of the 
letter. The course is designed to acquaint students with recent academic discussions of Romans and to 
prepare students to teach Romans at the parish level. Class discussions will take their point of departure 
from exegetical working papers prepared by students and distributed in advance to other members of 
the seminar. One of these may be expanded into an exegetical term paper. Students will also prepare 
written responses to other students' exegetical working papers. In other words, this is not primarily a 
lecture format, although there will be occasional mini-lectures on particular topics, but rather a genuine 
seminar where students share the responsibility for the direction and depth of the discussion. 

CHWT  
651 

CHT 503 The Episcopal 
Church 

Hannah Matis Fall Wednesday 3:30-
4:50 

1.5 At the end of this course, the student will: 
1. Be familiar with the institutional history of the Episcopal Church.  
2. To situate the Episcopal Church in the broader landscape of American religious and political life, and 
so to understand better the role it can and will play in the future based on the role it has played in the 
American past  
3. Understand the intersection of the history of slavery, the history of the United States, and the history 
of the Episcopal Church as parts of one story, and to have a clearer understanding of American 
Christianity’s role in the creation of race and racism as the country continues to understand those terms; 
we will also examine the Episcopal Church’s past successes and shortcomings in this area 

CHWT 
501 

- Historical 
Witness 
Church 

Hannah Matis 
& Kate 
Sonderegger 

Fall Thursday 9:30-
12:20 

3.0  

CHWT 
520 

GCM 417 Cross Cultural 
Colloquy 

Robert 
Heaney and 
Joe Thompson 

Fall Wednesday 11:00-
12:20 

1.5 This course provides opportunity for reflection on how the Episcopal Church in the United States 
(ECUSA) is understood and experienced by those from beyond ECUSA. In the context of intercultural 
conversation resources for good leadership within an international Church are worked out. 
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PRXT 
659 

CED Teaching Faith Elizabeth 
DeGaynor 

Fall Wednesday 6:30-
9:20 

3.0 By examining the theological and educational needs of faith communities, students will discover 
practical approaches to “passing on faith” across generations. Through the lens of teaching 
scripture to all ages, they will apply learning theory to the enterprise of Christian formation using 
examples of varied teaching methods and styles. Students will learn about tools that will help 
them in both their discernment of congregational needs and in the assessment of curriculum 
resources. In the classroom, students will engage in experiential learning to better understand 
different pedagogical approaches. Grounded in well-established theory and inspired by 
contemporary innovation, students will also be able to develop curriculum and create their own 
resources for specific audiences and contexts. 

PRXT 
660 

CED Christian 
Formation of 
Youth in 
Varied 
Contexts 

Elizabeth 
DeGaynor 

Fall Tuesday 9:30-
12:20 

3.0 This course will examine various myths and realities of American adolescent identity (e.g., their 
isolation from and/or their shaping of culture) and explore the ways young people navigate 
through the world (e.g., using virtual technologies and concrete relationships), specifically in 
families, churches, and schools. We will consider various models and resources for ministering with 
youth that attend to their particularities (race, class, gender, sexual orientation, disability) and 
discern how to build and sustain vibrant ministries with young people that theologically point 
toward their flourishing. Together, we will develop ways to guide youth in distinctively Christian 
ways of living. 
This course will make three major moves. First, it will (re-)introduce students to the phenomenon 
of adolescence. It will utilize sociology and ethnography as tools to help students to read the 
contexts in which youth are embedded at present, and, equally important, to learn to interpret 
these situations in theological terms. Second, it will (re-)introduce students to a variety of different 
approaches to Youth Ministry. Through comparison and contrast of these theoretical models, 
students will learn how imagined theological ends shape practical ministry means and how 
contexts can influence approaches. In all situations, the aim is to offer relational, hospitable, and 
liberative presence. Third, at the root of this course is the belief that the mission of youth ministry 
is joined to God’s mission for the world. 

PRXT 
652 

 Family 
Systems 

Allison St. 
Louis 

Fall Tuesday 2:00-
4:50 

3.0 This course will focus on the basics of Bowen family systems theory mainly by studying the work 
of Rabbi Edwin Friedman and several applications and critiques of this theory of human emotional 
process.  The purpose is to learn it well enough to apply it to issues of leadership, ministry, and 
congregational dynamics, including those experienced in the field education site. 
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PRXT 
665 

SPL Music, Icon 
and 
Contemplative 
Life 

Bill Roberts Fall Tuesday 2:00-
3:20 

1.5 This class is intended to open the way to the contemplative life through the traditional Christian 
aural and visual media of chant and icon.  This will be an experiential class, more concerned with 
learning to be than with accumulation of facts.  We will explore the inner dimension of stillness 
that urges us to move from distraction to awareness in our daily lives.  Students are called to a 
daily practice of meditation, invited and inspired by contact with chant (Gregorian and its 
derivatives) and icons (Byzantine and Russian).  The fruits of meditation are many—among them 
Shalom, compassion, focus on our vocation, service to others—but the ultimate goal is a simple 
one:  to develop awareness of our unity with God. 

WRSH 
610 

HOM Sermon 
Mechanics 

Mark 
Jefferson 

Fall Friday/Saturd
ay 9/6&7, 
10/4&5, and 
11/1&2 

6:30-
8:20/ 
8:30/ 
12:20 

1.5 This is course that further explores internal workings of preaching. Sermon form, illustrations, 
delivery, and sermonic reflection are some of the areas discussed. Students proficiency in 
preaching will increase as this course provides concentrated attention to the mechanics of sound 
preaching.     
 
*This course is only available to auditors who are “advanced preachers” who have completed a 
master’s level course in Introduction to Old or New Testament and in Introduction to Homiletics 
Course, or their equivalent.  Final decision for enrollment into the course will reside with the 
Faculty member. 
 

 


