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Joyfirl Songs Ring Out As the Hebrew
People Celebrate Start of a New Temple

.IERUSALEM, erornd 520
BCE-Years after lhc rcturn
of the Hebrew people from
cxilc. thc buildcrs have now
la id  l hc  founda t ion  o f  t he
temple of de Lord.

P r ies ts  o f  t he  temp le ,
dressed in their vestments.
blew trumpets. Thc Lcvitcs
pri iscd Cod with cymbals.
ccording to the directions

g iven  l ong  ago  by  K inB
David, the most frmous king
of Is f tLel .

The people sang respon-
sively, praising God and giv-
ing thanks to thc Lord. Thc
shouts were loud and joyous
as the people celebrated this
inrponant event.

''Make ajoytul noise to the Lord. all the
carth- Worship the Lord with gladness;
come into his presencc with sinSing. ' sang
thc people gathered there.

The people were making truly joylul
noise as they entered the gatcs of the tem-
ple to praise Cod.

Ever since their retuD l iom Babylon.
the heads of familics havc madc freewill
offerings to rcbuild thc housc ofCod.

According to our sources, thc building
fund contained sixty-one thousand darics
of gold. five thouiand milas ol silvcr. and
one hundred priesdy robcs.

The temple was begun in lhc second

y€ar after the f irst exi les relurncd. but
because ofopposition from the Samaritans,
the work sloppcd for several years. Then.
under the reign of King Darius of Persia,
the building resunred under the leadership
ofZcrubbabel and others. The Levites were
appointed as overseers,

Today's song-fillcd cclebration is only
the beginning. fbr il will take anothu flve
years to finish thc building.

Curiously, therc wcrc many in the crowd
who were weepinS. Thcy were mostly
older people who remembcrcd lhc f irst
house of the Lord thtl l  lvas buil l  bv

Contiuued on page 2



Psalm 1OO in
the Bible and in

Tbe Book oJ
Common Prayer.

It is also called
Jubilate, which

means "reioice."

JOITUL SONGS, Continuetlftom page I

Solomon, son of King David.
We are told that the hrst temple was

built with fine wood and stone. Much of it
was covered with gold. Inside, the Ark of
the Covenant rested in great splendor

Perhaps the people weep also for the
Ark of the Covenant, which was lost many
yeifs a8o.

The sounds ftom the temple could be
heard fiom far away, and the weeping and
joyful shouts could not be distinguished
one from the other.

Note: A danc is a gold coin weighing
about 4.5 ounces, A mina was used to
weigh gold and si lver. I t  was about 1.6
pounds.

the safe
crossing

of the

David,
who sang

Gos Ytr rftmcdiae, Epnmp3i childre. s Cuniculun
copraighr O 20(x) vircinir Th{lDsicrl sminary and MoEbousc Publishins

Music Was Vital in Hebrew Worship
usic is mentioned
early and often in
the Bible.

l n  Genes is ,  Juba l  i s
called the ancestor of all
who play the lyre and the
pipe.

Miriam sang and
danced at the defeat

of the Egyptians after

for King Saul, was an accomplished musi-
cian. He is most likely the author of many
of the Psalrns and enjoyed playing the lyre
to accompany them.

It was probably during the reign of King
David-and later with the building of the
temple by Solomon-that music became a
regular part of Hebrew worship,

The Psalms are songs of pmise, thanks-
giving, and petit ion. In temple worship,
they followed the offering ol sacrifices.

The poetic rhythm of the Psalms sug-
gests that they were sung responsively.
Trumpet calls preceded them, and they
were no doubt accompanied by stringed
insfuments and flutes.

Every Generation Sings
Songs ofPraise

hrough the centuries,
The Psalms have been
the daily songs of the

people. They were sung ir homes, as men
and women went about their daily chores,

and as famili€s sathered for meals and
ebrations. The songs were also a

part ol formal worship.
Many of the hymn tunes we sing in
church were once a part of the music of's everyday lives.

Today, people sing songs of praise to

God in similar situations. Often individuals
will sing along to music on the radio, a
tape, or a compact disc player

Musicians continue to w te songs in
praise of God just as David did many cen-
turies ago. Their instruments include gui-
tars and portable keyboards.

YouDg people gather in churches and at
camps to sing new music that has deep
meaning for their lives. Sometimes this
modem q?e of music is used in the regular
wo$hip of congrcgations.
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First Complete English Bible
Produced bv Miles Coverdale

iles Coverdale was bom in Yord.
Engl.rnd, in 1488. He bccame a
Cathol ic pr iest in l514 andioined

a monaslery. But soon he was convencd to
Prolestantism. He became thc first person
to do a complctc lranslation of the Bible
into Engl ish.

He used much of the work of WilliaDl
Tyndale, who htrd colnpleted the Ncw
Testamenl and nuch of tbe Old Tcstrmcnl
befbre his death in 1536.

Coverdalc 's pr imrry interest wrs no!

languages. but he had a fine scnse of holv
to arfange Engl ish $,ords and phrascs to
produce pleasant sounds.

ln 1539. Coverdale produced thc Crcat
B i b l e ,  w h i c h  w a s  u s c d  f o r  r e f e r e n c e
i n  c h u r c h e s .  F r o m  t h i s  t i m e  l o r w a r d ,
p e o p l c  c o u l d  r e a d  l h e  B i b l e  i n  t h e
English languagc wilhoul l'e.r of persecu-
t ion.

The Psalms of The Rook of Comnon
Pr'.^cr lve use in American churches today
arc based on Coverdale's tnnslation.

The Psalms of
I'l)e lJoek of'
Centnlo Pra-l'cr'
we usc ilt
.lurclical
churchcs toda!'
are basetl on
Covcrd.rlc's
tr'au)slali()n.

, i i

l r l l '

S . S . A . M . P L
Psalms

MBMORY CIIAITBNGE

Venite
Conr.e, let us sing to the Lord;

let us shout.ftr joy to tlrc Rock of our
salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms,

Fof the Lord is a great Cod,
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand ue the cavems of the earth,
and the heights ofthe hills are his also.

The sea is his, tbr he made it,
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,
and kneel before the Lord otlr Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people ofhis pasture and the
sheep of his hand.
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

-The Book of Common Praye4
Moming Prayer Il, page 82
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Hymn Words

Dilecri.rni. What letter do all four words in each
group have in common? Write that letter in the
blank space.

Disciplcs, apostle. messenger, salvation

cross. sinners, sing, saints

covenant, David, praise, grace

_ pronlise. merc). rcmnant. solomun

Scripture, Spirit, supper people

beloved, Bethlehem, Bible, faithful,

Now unscramble the letters in the blanks to
discover the nanre ofa book in tle Bible.

tjnit I:
LIARNIN(; SCR-IPIURE
Session lr Pralm 5t.-15; Psalm 100:2
Session 2: P.rdr, I 17: l; Psaln l19:105
Session 3: Prilr, Z8rl-2 (BCP),

Psaln 78:70
Session,l: P.rdlrr .1,18.13: Psabn 150:6
Session 5: Psolnt 2l:1: Psaln 138:1a
Scssion 6. Ps. n 27: I: Psalnt 72:1
Session 7:Prdr,.10.5b; Psalnt.16: l ;

Prah 102:7 (RCP)
Scssion 8: PrcrerDr.l;5; Prorerb: I5:I;

E(lesiastes 3:l
Session 9: Prdr, 140r-12; Psslnt 119:l

TEARNING
SCRIPTURE

Session I

"O Lord, open my lips, and my moulh will declare your praise."
-Psalnr Jl:.15 (NRSD

"worship the Lord with gladness;come into his preserce with singiog,"
-Psalz .100.2 (NRSD

crus Yclr-Inr.nredht, Epis.oprl Chil'lrn s C!tri. lLim
copjri,lhr O 2000 v4jiix Tl'rologi.d senimq lld Mo(hotrr I'uhLi\hiitPagc 4 I- l
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Younq Son Anointed to Be Next King

iif;;"K."ping Sheep and Writing Songs

BETHIEHEM']000 BCE-The Young-
est son of $e sheep farmel Jesse has Deen

anoinled by lhe ptophel Samuel to be Ine

next King of lsrael The boy s nirme ls

ttlt#*r, 
oro. *. oroPhet samuel w.,\

told by God Io fill his bom with orl ano go

ro Jeslc in Bethlehem. Upon hls arrlvci

Samuet invited Jesse and his sons lo Punly
themselves and come to the sacnrce-

Samue l  rePor led ,  
'As  I  l ooked  a t

Jessc's sons. I b€lleved any ol them coulo

be called by God They were al l  strong'

handsome men who appealcd ccprol€ ol

such a chrllenge
''Bul I heird God silying Lto nol looK

on his outwrrd appear'nce or hls hergnl'

bur at his hean 
-

"As each one passed by' I slllu rrstrrrcl

has $e Lord chosen this one As thc scven

cume by wilhotlt  being chosen' lhey rrr

looked disapDointed l was genlng olsco],r-

ased as I toid Jesse' 'The ['rd has not cn(F

in anv of thesc '

" leise rhcn told me about I]avrd wno

wils out keepin8 thc sheeP When he cxme'

I heard the Lord sry Risc and anolnt nlm;

for this is th€ one."'

David Describes His Life
David shilred his own feelings xboul the

event: I was reatly surprised l hld no ldei

rha r  a l l  l h i s  was  hapPen ing  when .my

father's servanl came for me' I was,almlo

something had hxppened lo my latner or

"i" 
oJ.i ur",r'.tl n"w thar il is over I

can so bcck to mY sneep
\ie asked David to tell us aboul llle as.a

sheDherd " l  real ly l ike i t  he sald - l l  s

lood to be among lhe sheep You gel to

inow them. They cll heve dillerent person-

alities.l give them names that \urt them
''som;times they wander oll and I nlve

Contitued on Page 2
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he is both a shepherd and a



Psalms Contain Parallels and Metaphors
,fihe Psalms are poetry. Although they
I do oot rhyme, they have otber qualities

we associat€ with poetic expressiotr.
A frequent characteristic of psalms is

parallelism A the or thought will be be
followed by anorher that is closely related
(or parallel) to it. Oftetr, the second part of
a line will reflect the idea of the fust. In
some psalms, an idea is prcsented and then
expanoeo uPon.

The psalms use metaproru, which make
two different terms equal. Examoles: God

is a shepherd, or God is a rock. In met-
aphors, the Bible's psalms offer word pic-
tules to illustrate God's work of seatitrg all
that is. God's love for all crcaturcs. atrd the
history of God's people.

One kind of poetic structure in The
Psalms atrd other Hebrcw poetry is the
cirasr, (pronounced KYE-as'm), in which
the end of a thought datches the begin-
ning, with special emphasis on the words
in the middle.

Crs Yd llh.dirc,tpkopd ChildEns Cwidlm
Cop)iight O 2100 yrsinir'ftarosic€l s.niDr) rd Mfthoue Pubisbins

Orre ktnd of
poetic st wcture
in Ihe Psahns
and. otber
Ifebrew poetry
is tbe cbiasm
(pronounced
Kw-as'm), ln
wlJicIJ tbe end of
a tbougrJt
matcrtes trJe
beglnnlng, ultrr
spec-tal ernpbasis
on the utords Ln
tbe mtddlc.

l-2 Page 3



YOIING SON. Corrrinued .front page I

to go f ind thcm. Screral
t imes I  hale hrd 10 t ight
o l l  a  l i o n  o f  a  b e r f  t h a t
threi:rlens one 01 the \\eirker
oncs or thc lirnbs.

\\a' hir\.c tn:ul\
l  rxrrslat i ()rrs o1-

I 's.r / r ,  Li .  $ l r ic i l
i r  r i r rch t l tc l )cst

l i r ro* rr  yrsalru,
L(x) l i  i (  Lrp in i r

K i r l g . t i t l r l r s
\ (  r s i ( ) n  ( ) l  ( l r c

I t i l ) l c .  t h c i )  i n  t l r c
I t c \  i \ (  ( l  1 ( ) r ' \ ( \ \

I t (  \ ' is(  ( l  )  Slan(l : rr( l
\ (  r s i i ) n .  ( . ( ) n r l ) i r r e
( l r (  s (  l r i u r s l ; r t i r ) l r s

*  i t l r  t l r t  o r c  i r r
I  l r ( '  l , s : r l l (  r  ( ) l  / / ) .
Irx,k (,/ <.i),tr"to'1

/ , /" |Y,, :  \ \  l r i (  l r
()nr '  ( l ( )  \  ()r l

l i l i (  l | r ( ' s l ?

Prge I I-)

W h a r  |  | | e  f i a r , L  2 b a  o  b ?  t  4  e  a 1 . Q l  e r e  a e e l l t o | o , l , d y a J a o a o t u , | | \ e t i e . \ y
anathe r ard the ?a6r)ree. ) thank Gaa far the chance ta be a part af thia creatian.
elr4 earqo have wr'ttrtet1la thank Gaa +ot thie wanae*rl wat d:'

Davld shated ahe of hl' san6b w xh re:

The LarA io my ahepherdi .ha I nal want..
le naketh ne lra lle Aawn in \reen pa.t ureT he leaaeth fie beoiae 6t ll wate$.
le reot orelh fiy aarl: he baaeth me in the palthe of tlqhlteauoneog
for h:ib Name 6 qake,

Yea,tharOh \\alk throuqh the va ley ot lthe ghaAa\,l at aeath, I will feat ro evil,
+or thou arl wilh fiet thy rod ana *'hy eiafr, they aar fart. me.

Thoo ?repareat a table befare fie In the pteoence of tfline etletnleb,
lhar analnteet ny heaa with al '.up tunreth over.

9rrely qooare.e arA fiercJ 6hal t ne al tha dayb ot fty life,
and I t"/ill at\/all in the harse al the lara lot ever.

Choir ulont. Onl! lnelnbers ol the choif
sing an enlire ps lm.

Choir d teot le.  The choir  of  a solo
voice will sing Lhe verse\, .rnd rhe consre
gation responds *'ith r reirain.

In Moning Pmyer nd EveDins Prayer
the psaln is lbllowed by rhe \r'ords. Clory-
to the Father.  i lnd to the Son, and lo lhe
Holy Spir i r :  . r \  i r  was in ihe beginning. i \
no$. .1l1d will be lin e!er."

In the Euchaf ist .  the psalm is saicl  or
\uDg benreen the readirg of thc Hebrew
Scriptufes and the Ne\r' 'festamcni.

Psahns Used in Hcbrew Worship
h c  B o o k  o i  P s  l r r \  c o r r l i r i n s  1 5 0
s o n g s  u s c d  i n  l h c  w o r s h i p  o l
i tncicnl  Isfacl .  Drvid i \  coDsiclcrcd

lo bc lhe i rolhu ol  r  DLIrbcf ol- lhcnr.' Ihc 
col lcctcd psl l ln\ . Ic pf intaf i ly con-

r r c c l c ( l  ! \ ' i l h  r h c  S e c o n d ' f c n r p l c . ' l ' h c y
hecl l lne knolvn rs thc hylnn l  ol  Isr i rc l .
SoDre ol  the iongs ol l i r  jor l l l  puise rnd
thirrksgir  ing (o Cod. Others expfess srd
ness and dcsp1lir:

Varied Pattems of Speaking zlnd Singing
Are Usecl in Sharing the Bible's Psalms

Tlt t  Book ol  Corrrrrrorr  Prz^r,r  suggests
\everal ways lo shar€ The Psrln\ in \rof
ship. Horv is i t  done in your congregal ionl

Urlm,r.  Evcryone s ys al l  the $ords
logelher at ihe samc timc.

A,rlilrd,lrl. Thc congregrrion is divided
into tlvo groups. l]nd rhey lternate in read
i n g  c i t h e r  \ \ h o l e  v e r s e s  o r  h a l f  v c r s c s .
Vcrscs ire divided into halves by an aslcr
isk (+).

Reuler tnt! peaple. A minister or orhcr
rcadcr sped.is a verse or half vcrsc. and the
pcople respond q'ith another vcrsc or hirli-

M.ury ol  thc psnlnrs usc thc pxuoun L'
A n  c x a m t l c  i s  1 ' v r l r r  5 : l :  I  n r a k c  n r y
p r a l c f  l o  y o u .  B u l l h i s i s D o l  i u \ l  l h c l o i c c
o l  i l  s i r ! l l e  p c f r o n .  l i ) r  t h c  w o f s h i p i n g
Hebfcws lhoul lhl  ol  lhcnrsclvcs ns onc peo
ple with o c voicc. Thc I  i \  fcr l ly wc. '

Thc Ps lm\ h; lvc alwNys hccn includcd
i D  l h c  n u s i c  n d p f l e f o l  w h { ) l c  c o n r r r r u n i
t ies ol  wofshipcr\ .  both in rncicnl  lsrLrcl
nd in the Church.
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Skeleton ?ealm

Unit I:
LEAR\ING SCRIPI'URN
Session I: Pr.lri 5-1r-15; PsLtlnt 100:2
Session 2t Psaln 117 : 1 ; Psalm I 19: I 05
Session 3: Prar, 78rl-2 (BCP)i

PsaLlt 78:70
Session,+: Prdr, 146rl.J; Psalnt I50:6
Session 5: Pr.lrr 24r-1i Psaltn 138:1a
Sessiat 6: Psa hn 27 : I : P salnt 72 : I
Session 7:Psdlzr -10:iD; Psll 146:|;

Psdm l02:7 (BCP)
Session 8:Prolerbs -l:5; Prorerbs l5:l;

Ecclesianes 3:1
Session9: Psahn 110:12: Psaln 119:1

Pase 4 l-2

LEARNING
SCRIPIURE

Session 2

"Praise the Lord, all you nationsl Extol him, all you peoples!"
Psalm 117:l (NRSV)

"Your word is a lamp to my f€et and a light to my path-"
-Psaln 119:105 (NRSV)

CFi Yrr I'rdredLar,lpiscoprl c
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Tlpes of Psalms The Psalms Are Important
In Hebrew life and Worship

The people of Cod have gathered once
aga in  i n  Je rusa lem fo r  t he  Covenan t

Renewal Festival. Held
in the autumn as part of
the Hebrew New Year
Observance, th is cele-
b ra t i on  has  been  an
annual event since King
Solomon completed the
temple.

Throughout the testi-
va l ,  I he  peop le  w i l l
r emember '  how God
brough t  t hem ou t  o f
slavery in the land of
Egyp t  and  rena ined
with them in the desert,
p rov id inS  food  and
water until they enlered
their new land. The
adventures of King
David will also be told
with great pride along
with other stories of the

Hebrew people.
This festival assures the people that

God's blessings are upon those who keep
the Covenant. During this time, the peo-
p1e will also oller up praise in their wor
ship of God.

Praise is a pafl ol all Hebrew worship,
especially on the sabbath (the scvcnth

day of each week) and during celebrr-
t ions, such as the two most important
even ts  o f  Passove r  and  the  Day  o l '
Atonement.

At Passover, the people remember the
night in ESypt whcn the angel of dcath
"passed over" their honres and God led
them ou t  o f  bondage .  The  Dny  o f
Atonemcnt is markcd by fasting, praycr,
and praise for Cod's goodness and for-
giveness of sins.

Closely linked to praise are olfe ngs
o f  Thanksg iv ing .  We asked  a  young
woman to lel l  us about a festival of
thanksgiving call SuccoIh, a time when
Jewish falmers joyfully give thanks for
an abundanl har'vesl.

"My tather and brothcrs havc built a
booth where we wil l  l ive for the next
seven days. The booth is decoraled wifi
branches of tlees, flowers, and t-ruits. We
wi l l  ea I  ou r  mea ls  and  s leep  i n  the
booths."

She added, "We sleep and eat in the
booths because our ancestors did this
during the fo y years they wandered in
the wildemess."

The Psalms help us continue the old
traditions of wo$hipping God by remem
bering our history, and coming belbre
God's presence with praise and thanks-
glvrng.



Musical Instruments in Israel
f T nfortunately, we do not know how
I I the hstruments and singing of the
\-,/ ancient Hebrews really sounded.

As in other cultures, their music would
have undergone many changes through the
centuries.

F rom the  B ib le .  we
know of various instru-
mcnts used in Hebrew
worship. Prnlrr /50, for
example. the fbl lowing

are menlroleo: trumpet:
l u te ;  ha rp ;  t ambour ine ;

pipe: dnd cymbals.
The three stringed

ments most frequently

Truneet and hom. Made from animal
homs. A ram's hom was used for a shofar,
which wiu sounded on special occasions-

Percussion instrumenls included:
C,lrrrdls. Made loud. crashing sounds.
Ta,nbo ri tus. Miriam. Ihe sister of

Moses .  p layed  he r  t ambour ine  as  sh€
danced and sang in joyous celeb.ation of
thee Israelites' escrpe from the Egyptian
army.

Music was a very signif icant parl of
temple worship. David organized choirs by
appointing the rclatives of the Levities to

sing and play on the harps. lyres. and
cymbals. They werc to raise

loud shouts ofjoy.
Instru-
named

are:
Harp. Probably a lyre much

smaller than harps we see today.
l)rz. A small eight- or ten-

str ineed instrument.
Pr.rte,'.'1 Similar to a lyre but

having a sound box of some kind
a$ached.

Wind instruments wete also
available:

t lich Darid

Right: A sere -
strinqed It-re,

wood. or bone. A
used,

ho l l owcd  p iece  o f
reed may have been

Roval Psalms Used at Coronations
Now Used to Describe Mission ofJesus

everal psalms offer prayen for a reigDing king and were probably writ-
ten for the coronations of Kngs. The6e psalms show Israel's belief that
the kiog was anointed or chose! by Cod and acted as Cod's agent i! all

Psalms composed for dlis purpose ask Cod's blessing on the kitrg-to
bring pmsperity, Fac€, and justice anong the nations.

PJalm 45 s€errs to have beetr wdtten for a royal weddfug, describiog
the handsome king and b€autiful princess iD great delail.

cms Y.e-rncft.diar. EpiscoFr chi
coplrish' o 1000 v 4iniu rhco rrF (!r scmii rry ff d Morchou\. pub nhtnuPage 2



fire Psalms Include Laments
,Tl he psalrDs we how as Iaments have a
I very different form from the others.

Each has five components:
1. lnvocdtion. This is a cry to God.
2. Complaint. The poet expresses the

community's distress over a crisis, such
as famine ot enemies. Or an individual
may complain about sickness or persecu-
t ion.

3. Confession of Trust. Even though the
situation seems bad, the people still trust the
faithfulness of Cod.

4. Petition. The ps tfist appeals to God
to change the situation.

5. Thanksgil)ing. Finally, thanks are
offered for all the blessings from God, fol-
lowed by words of assurance that God will
answer this prayer.

Did You Know...
The Book of Psalms is

the longest book in the
Bible. Psdlrr . / . /9 is the
lolgest chapter in the
Bible.

Psalm 119 is a klnd of
acrostic poem. It consists
of twenty-two divisions.
The divisions are headed
by the letters of the
Hebrew alphabet, in order
(All the verses within each
of divisions begin with the
salne letter.) For example,
verses . l-8 are the f irst
division. They al l  begin
with alepr, the first letter
of the Hebrew alphabet. ln
the next division, rer.re.r 9-
l6 begin $tith beth, the
second letter,

43
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Praise t

/t
he [ord!

Dirccrr?rrr The letters in each vertical column go into the squares directly below them, but not
necessarily in the same order. A cok)rcd square means the end of the word. When you have put
all letters irl their corect squares, you wi]l discover a message ofpmise to God.

M L R E H NA L L I  T J  L P N O I  S S S N B R E H E
FOKTAAI J OYNHEYEURSHOTO TAK

AORD DNSOFUO RAITE G
T G OAS E

Unit I:
TEARNING SCRIPTURX
Session l: Psdlm 5.1:.15; Psaln 100:2
Session 2t Psalm I 17 : I ; Psalm I 19: 105
Session3i Psalm 78:I-2 (BCP);

Psalm 78:70
Session 4: Psdlm 148r.1-i; Psahn 150:6
Sessron 5: Psalm24:l;Psalm 138:1a
Sessiol 6: P sdlm 27 : I ; Psaln 72: I
Session 7:Pr.r1rn J0rjb, Psdln 46: l ;

Psoln 102:7 (BCP)
Session 8:Proyerbs J:5; Pmvfus l5: l;

Ecclesiartes 3: l
Session 9: Prdl,n 140:/2; Psalm 149: I

Page 4 I-3

TBARNING
SCRIPTURE

Session 3

"Hear my teaching, O my people; incline yolrl ears to the words of my
mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable; I will declare the myst€ries of
ancient times." -Pralm 78: I -2 @CP)

"He chose his servant Davi4 and took him from the sheepfolds; . . ."
-Psaln 78. 70 (\rRSV)

CopJrishro 1000 vnsinia nreolog,
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why such things would happen to someone
who had been so faithful. People with that
kind of faith were supposed to be rewarded
for their devotion.

"His wife wasn't much help," the neigh-
bor continued. Then lhree ftiends from
lands east of Israel came to see Job. They
were horri f ied at his condit ion, and for
seven days just sat near Job in silence to
comfort him.

The neighbor said, "His fr iends kept
looking for reasons to explain Job's suffer-
ing. Surely Job musl have sinned." She
sighed. "Job may not have intended to sin,
but he should have rcpented so he coDld
receive forgiveness from God."

Thesufferins Job's Friends Bring Comfort
orrob After His Wodd Collapses

LAND OF Uz-Recently
Job, one ofthe most righteous
men in the community who
lived according to the laws of
Cod, suffered severe losses.
He had been a prosperous
larmer with a number of chil-
dren;he lost i t  al l .

"He experienced greal
tlagedy," according to one of
his neighbors. "His chi ldren
d ied ,  and  h i s  wea l th  was
taken away. Then he became
very sick with a skin disease.

"We were surprised that he
remained faithfDl to God,"
she added. Several people
heard him asking to confront
God. He wanted to f ind out

CrossYe& IDtemcdialc,
Episcolal Chiidre!\

Copyright O 2000
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Job's friends suggested all manner of
things that he may have done to bring on
his troubles. "Al1 I heard Job say," said his
neighbor," was that he had always done
dght by God."

The last time the neighbor saw Job, he
had disappeared in a whirlwind. He seemed
to be a changed man when the winds died

Postscript: We leamed that Job claims
to have heard God in the whirlwind. After
that experience, Job recognized the power
and wisdom of God, even though he found
no answers for his situation. Later, Job's
life was restored and he prospered once
again.



Job's Words Provide Comfort
To Those Who Suffer Today

n thc service for The Buial of the Dead in fr",Book of Con on Provr p.491, sc\
elal anthems of comfort are suSgestcd to open the service, The second comes frcm
the Book ofJob, chapler 19, verses 25 through 271

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives
and that at thc last hc will stand upon thc carth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;
and in my body I shall see Cod.
I mysclf shall see, and my cycs behold him
who is my liienLl and nol a slranger

Job said these words to challenge his friends and assert his inno-
cence, He sought a Redeemer who would chnmpion his cruse.
Chrislians believe thal Chrisl cxme 1{) be the Redeemer fbr all people.

T
I he imxges in the Bljol of Jub, e\pecially those in God's answer 1o Job, are vivid and

descriptive. Verses in chaplers 38 and 39 bring strong pictures 1() mindl

Poetry in Book ofJob Rich in Images

". . . who shut in the sea with doors. . ." (-18.8)

"Have you entered the storehouses ofthe snow,
or have you seen the storehouses ofthe hail. . ." (38122)

"Who has cut a channel for the torrents of rain,
and a way for thc thunderboli. . . ' (J8.2J)

"Do you make the horse leap like the locust l
Its majestic snofiinS is ter.ible." (J9r20)

copFlhlo 1000v4ini! rneo oliirrseminrry rnd Mo.ehous PubhhinsPJge 2 I-4



Bible Includes'Wisdom Literatute'
group of the Bible's books are
called Wisdom Literature. They
inclrde lob, Prcverbs, Eccl-

esiastes, ̂DdThe So B of Solonon.
These book do not focus mainly on the

story of Cod's people in history. Rather,
they offer a ftamework of advice for living.

Jo, is the story of a man who has every-
thing and then loses it all. His struggles to
understaDd what has happened to him lead-
ing him to confront God. (See the story ol
Job above.)

Proverbs is a book of advice on every-
day liviDg. TraditioD holds that the
proverbs came from King Solomotr, to
whom Cod gnnted the gift ol wisdom.

Ecclesiastes seems to coDclude that life
is without meaning. One of its famous pas-
sages declares that there is "a time for
everything under the sun."

The Song of Solomon is also krown as
The Song of Songs. It is codposed of love
songs-a dialogue between a young Inad
and his bride,

Wisdom
Literature
offers'a
frameuork of
adalce for llalng.
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r,t
Job's Lament

Dircctions: Circlc cvcrv third letter Then Drint the circled letters (in order) in tle blanls below

6 ) M  o  F  r -  F  F  H  1 <  T  o ' r  o  w  z  R  B  E  D  H  A  H  J  L  A  R  r  s

Q  C  H  P  A  E  Z  Q A Y M R  O  S  D  L N M J H  Y  X A  S  W M U C
S  P N  Q  P  B  N  L V  P  I  H  K  C  B  Y A G  X T  S  Y  I  W R O W  S
N C B T V V H U Z E M A L G T O N F R X A D F X A C T C
G  P  C  O  1 E  H  F  P  B  U T  P  J  S  D  Z  M Y  G  Y  E  V  P V  E  R  D
D A O S Y R T E A L R

Unit I:
TEARNING SCRIPTURE
Session I
Sessior2i P\aln ll7:1; Psalm ll9:105
Session 3: Psaln 78: l-2 (BCP);

Psaln 78:70
S€ssion 4: Psatm /18.?3; Psalm 150:6
Session 5: Psaln 24: 1 ; Psalm 1 3 8: I 0
Session 6: Psolm2T:1: PsalmT2:1
Session 7: P.rdlrr .l0. 5r; Pstlm 46:1:

Psalm 102:7 (BCP)
Session 8:Pitr,?r'rr J.5; Proverbs I 5: I ;

Ecclesiastes 3: l
Session 9r Pr.//r, 140112; Psalnt 149:1

Page 4 I-4

TEARNING
SCRIPTURB

Session 4

"Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his
glory is above earth and heaven." Psaln 148.1J (NRSV)

"Let everything that breathes praise the Lordl Praise the Lord!"
-PsalD? 75016 (NRSV)

Cro$ Ycr Inrlmdirre. Episcozul ChndEn s Cudcultrm
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Prov€rbs Finding Help From Parents
Is Cause for Thanksgiving

h was the first day of school tbr many
young  Hebrews  in  v i l l ages  and  towns
throughout Israel. we spoke with Matthias
who comes to this school from a small

Cross Yed hiemediatc,
Episcolal Cbn{ken\

Copyright O 2000
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community to the north. Here is Matthias'
story in his own words:

Recent ly I  had a big problem, and I
didn't krow what to do. AII year I have
been gett ing ready to change to a new
scnool,

Part  of  me was ready to go to this
school, ard part of me wanled to stay with
my younger brothers. I was most aftaid of
leaving home. The main thing that's kept
me from going crazy is knowing lhal my
bert friend Daniel would be going with me.

we've been best f i iends ever since I can
remembet

A month ago I found out that Drnie]'s
parents had decided not 1o send him to

school in
play.

school. His lather has many
sheep, and they need Daniel to
tend them,

I moped around fbr a lew
days before my parents said
they  wan ted  to  ta l k  t o  me .
I  asked  them fea r fu l l y  i f  I
cou ld  be  a  shepherd  w i th
Daniel.

They didn't laugh or say
tha r  I  was  be ing  s i l l y .  My
mother looked at mc kindly,
and Dry father gave nc a
patient smile. My mothcr sug
gested wc invile the boys who
werc goinB to lhe new scho(t
and their lamilies to our home
for a meal. My filher s,lid I
should stan including the peo-
ple who are going away lo

the games Daniel and I often

S i n c e  t h e n ,  T ' v e  m a d e  s e v e r a l  n e w
fr iends, including one who is sharing a
rcom with me. I'm still scared, but I don'I
feel as hopeless as befbre. I was surprised
my parents could be so understanding and

Our Hebrcws community has festiv.rls
of thanksgiving to show their appreciation
Io God. At the next one, I wanl ro thank
God for my mother and father



Capable \lbman Described
As Strong, Dignified, and Vise

t the end ofthe Book of Proyetbs in chapter 31 is a description of a "capa-
ble wife." In the ancient wodd, women had full responsibility lor main-
taining the household. Liie was filled with endless routine, but a woman

needed to know many things, including the use of herbs, weaving and dying, shop
ping, and keeping the pantry filled. Girls began haininS for this rolc at an early
ase.

Vy'omen were very important to their families. The ancient world
viewed a woman who managed a household well as wise. Shc also had
dignity and authority. The writer of Proverbs says that a capable woman
is "tar more Drecious than iewels."

Her children rise up and call her happy;
her husband too, and he praises her;

"Many women have done excellently,
but you surpass them all."

Proverbs 3l:2ll-29

Definition: Proverb
prov.erb (pr6v'iirb) n. A colorful saying, usually shon, offering wisdom or keen
obseryation. Often collected in biblical wisdom litemture, especially in the book
of Proverbs. Some are brief, such as "...fools despise wisdom and instruction."
(1:V

Other proverbs offer full discussions, such as the description of a capable wife
in Proverbs 31. These sayings capture experiences ofa $oup ofpeople

to help futurc genentions.
Prove$s are fresh, simple, and direct. They are fun to read and
easy to rcmember

cms Yer lirtrrdiarc. lpi$opd c
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Helpful Proverbs
'llhoever 

laves discipline loves knowledge, , . ,

Fools think their own way is right,
but the wise listen to ddvfue.

A soft answer twns away wrath,
hut o harsh word stirs up angen

A friend bves at all times, . . ,

MEMORY CHALTENGB

Venite
Come, let us $ing to the Lord;

let us shout fbrjoy to the Rock ofour solvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the cavems of the earth,
and the heights of the hills are his also.

Tlrc seu is ltis, lor he nnde it,
ontl his lturrds lruve nu detl the dry land.

Come, Iei us bow down, and bend the knee,
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people ofhis pasture and the
sheep of his hand.
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The Book of Cotnmon Prayer,
Moming Prayer II, page 82

ah( 1rx. r niird d!. FpnriFr chtdr!tr\ clriqLhn
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We Give Thanks
Directions: From the leters in the words in the sentence
below. n'lake as many words as possible-naming things
lor rvhich you would give thanks. Include the fol lowing
categories: people. events. relationships. objecrs. and abil
ities. Examples,mighl be: parenls. pets. liends.

Praise God'smany acts oflove, faithfulness,
presence, and protection.

I  n i l  l :
l,EARlilNG S(lRll{'trRll
Scssior l i  Pr l1rr .5/r /- t :  Plulnt 100:2
Scssion 2: Psrl,r //7:1r Pylnt l19:t05
Session 3r /'rarn 78../-2 (BCP),

Pvltn 78.7A
Session.l: Pralrr /J8..1-l: Psulut 15A:6
Session 5: Psaan 2L.1,. Psal l38:1a
Ses\iotl6 Psal 27:1: Ps(l 72:l
Session 7:Pr. l rr  - l0 j- tbi  Ps lnt16:1;

Ps h 102.7 (BCP )
Session l3:Pmr?r ' l r - ' l  j :  Pttxcf is 15: l :

Eccle\tus!?s 3:1
Se\sion 9: P.rdr,  110.12; P.ulh 119: l

Page J l-5

LEARNING
SCRIPTURE

Stssion 5

"The earth is thc Lord's and all thar is in it, rhe world, and those who live
mit: . . . ' Prorl 24r.1 (NRSV)

"I give you thanks, O Lord. wirh my whole heafl; . . ."
-Psd/n ./J8r7a (NRSV)

(i$\ Yd. I 'r{n.d ft. Ep't$l!tc
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Ecclesiastes
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King Solomon Makes Wise Decision,
Mother Leaves with Her Own Baby

JERUSALEM, Arou d 950 BCE-
Throughout the land. King Solomon is
known as a wise leader. Just today, he
faced a test that no doubt presented him
wilh $e most diffi-
c u l t  d e c  i s i o n  h e
h a s  e v e r  h a d  t o
make,

Two women ap-
peared bcfore the
k i n g .  E a c h  o n e
claimed to be the
mother of the same
baby boy.

B o l h  w o m e n
s a i d  L h e y  g a v e
b i r t h  t o  a  D a l e
c h i l d ,  t h r e e  d a y s
apart .  rn the same
house. Some l ime
la1er,  one chi ld
died of myst€rious
causes. Each of the
w o m e n  s a i d  t h a t
t h e  l i v i n g  c h i l d
belonged to her.

The women ar-
gued before the
king, saying, "The living son is mine, and
lhe dead son is yours." The other shouted
back, "No, the dead son is yours, and the
livin8 son is mine."

Surely this was enough to try the
patience of any wise king. Solomon saw
ihat the argument was getting nowhere. He
then made a bold move.

The king cal led for a sword to be

brough t  t o  h im .  When  the  sword  was
broughl, the king said. "Divide the l iving
boy in two: then givc half lo the one and
half to the other"

The true nrolher
of the boy would not
l e t  h e r  s o n  b e  k i l l
e d  a n d  s o  c r i e d  r o
t h e  k i n g .  P l c a s c .
m y  l o r d .  g i v e  h e r
t h e  l i v i n g  b o y ;  c e F
t a i n l y  d o  n o t  k  i l l
h i m l '

S o l o m o n  I h e n
krew Ihi I  she was
Lhe mother.  He or-
dered the baby to be
grven tt) her.

when fie news of
t h i s  e ! c n t  r e a c h e d
thc pcople of Tsrael.
they were in awe of
the wisdom ol- their
k i n g  a n d  b e l i e v e d
that God was wi lh

A source close Io
t h e  p a l a c e  l o l d  u s

that indeed the king had received the gii
o f  w i s d o n  f r o m  G o d .  I t  i s  s a i d  l h a t
the Lord camc to Solomon in a dream.
The king asked Cod for an understdnd-
i n g  m i n d  t o  g o v e r n  t h e  p e o p l e ,  a n d
Ihe abi l i ty to discern between good and
evi l .

whal happened today ir evidence that
the Lord has granted the king's request.



Who Is King Solomon?
- l  o lomon wls the son of David and
\B:rthsheba. and succeeded Drvid x\
LrkinB of Tsfael.  Apparenrly hc rvrs a
good administrator and pol i t ic ian who
brought together di f ferent fact ions and
opened Irade and re]ations with other coun-
tries. According Io the Bible, he had 700
wives, many of whom he m rried fbr polit-

In Jerusalem, he bui l t  an elaborate
p a l a c e  a n d  a  t e m p l e .  T h c s e  a c t i v i t i e s
brought wealth and rcspect to the nation of
Israel. Old Teslament writers, however, do

not find all of Solomon's activities to be
praiseworthy.

Solomon is mostly known for his wis
dom that "surpassed the wisdom of all the
people of the east,  and al l  the wisdom
oI Egypt. He was wiser than anyone else '

(I Kings 4:3AL31b).
According to tradition, he is attributed

with wri t ing par$ ol  Pro,rerbs, Ec-
cl€riaste.f, the Sang o/Sol)rr(/n, and sever-
nl psalms. Scholars who study lhe use of
language and content,  however.  have
shown that this is not probable.

Readings from Ecclesiastes
Part of Feast of Sukkoth

he Book ofEcclesiastes has a strong connection to the Jewish festival of Sukkoth.
also known as lhe Festival of Tabemacles. This time of thanksgiving commcmo-
rutes the time Hebrcws lived in the wilderness beforc cnlcrins Canaan. It was a

celebralion ofthe finalharvest ofthe agricultural year (see page I of Unit I, Issue 3).
Readings from Ecclesiastes are a part of the festival because the Teacher encourages

people to enjoy life and its pleasures, as long As they are aware of the certainty of death.
The celebralion of Sukkoth was pethaps the mostjoyous time of rhe year for Hebrew pe(F

ple and generally included a trip to the
Temple in Jerusalem.

Famil ies would travcl to Jetusalem
where they would build huts, similar to
shekers that farmcrs lived in during the
annua l  g rape  and  o l i vc  ha rve r t s .
Readings from Ecclesiastes are usually
read dudng the middle pan of the festi-
val. At firsI, i( may seem skange to read
discouraging words duriDg a festival of
thanksgiving and joy.

The Teacher makes it  clear that
worldly possessioDs are only tempomry.
Similarly, Sukkoth sends the message
that the material possessions in our
houses are not real security in a chang-
ing world.

During the festival the people arc
reminded that they must continue as
best they can with the Torah (rhe first
f ive books of the Old T€stament) as
their guide- Ecclesiastes ends on a simi-
lar note in /2../J: "Fear God, and keep
his commandments: for that is the whole
duty ofeveryone."

cms Yer rrtemediar. Epislopd ChitdreD\ cutriculun
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Teacher Talks about Vanitl
In Book of Ecclesiastes

t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f
Ecclesiastes. the Terchef $ 'ho i !
i d e n l i f i e d  a s  l h e  u t h o f ,  s a ) s .

' 'Vanitv of ranir ies. .  .  .  Al l  is voi t) ,  ( /12).
To undefs!and Old Testamcnt wri tcrs.

sometime\ it is necessary to find oul ho\,,
they use certain words. The Tcachcl uscs
the wofd ! . rni ty thi f i ! -eight t imes in the
Book oi  Ecclesiasles.

A nrcdem dictional detines the word as
being rain. with exccssivc pridc irr appe$

ances. gifts. and achicvcmcnts. Anothcr
definir ion of vanit) is somcthing that is
wothless. havirg no real value.

The word used b) the Teacher comes
from the Hebrew word. hebol.  me ning
virpor or bre th-something that .rpperfs
ibr an instani th.rt c nnot be grasped, rnd
disappcars. Fron lhe Teacher 's perspec
tive. many things that wc think arc inpor
lant work, pleirsure, elen l i le i tsel f-are
r l l  ! . rni t ) .  vrnishing with t ime.

cr.n Yrs rn,iiinri!,!. Ffi)( chtdrln\ curi(l|n

MDMORY CIIAITENGE

Venite
Come, let us sing to the Lordi

let us shout forjoy to the Rock of oul salvation,
Let us come before his pre$ence with thanksgiving

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the cavems of the earth,
and the heights ofthe hills are his also.

The sea is his, Ior he tnade it,
and his hdnds have molded the dry land.

Cone, lel u.s bow tlou,tt, tnd bend the knee,
and kneel berttre the Lonl our Muker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people ofhis pasture ald the

sheep of his hand.
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The Book ol Cornnlon Praler,
Morning Prayer II ,  page 82

I-6 Page 3



Chart:

Wisdom
aooa

IAIDH
?RENT
*FSYV
SMUOG

Dire.rirnr. Refer to the chan above to determine which letter should be written in each blank bebw

*a so va ra *.a va va *f vr ra +a vD sa

V.a ti' VO V  VO tO *O t 

*a va ta *a sf vD

ta vD rf +a va to sa vo

*a so 
"a 

vo *.a vo va *D

$a ta ta va to ta 0a vat tD va va

t.a vo ta *a vo to

Unit I:
TEARNING SCRIPTURf,
Session I : Prdlm 5./r /5; Psalm 100:2
Session 2: Prdrr? 177:l, Psaln 119:105
Session 3: PsaLnTS:1-2 (BCP);

Pstln 78:70
Session 4: Pralrr 1,18r-1J: Psnlm 150:6
Session 5t PsaLn2l:l;Psqlm 138:1u
Sessiold 6t Psalm 27: I ; Psaln 72:1
Session 7:Psdln J0:5b; Psaln46:I:

Psahn 102:7 (BCP)
Session 8: P,'orerr.r 3.5; Proverbs 15:l;

Ecclesiastes 3:l
Session9. Psalm 140:12; Psaln 119: l

Page 4 I-6
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SCRIPTURB

Session 6

"The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?'
-Psdlr,27i1 (NRSV)

"Give the king your justice, O Cod, and youl righteousn€ss to
aking's son." -Psdlm 22. 1 (NRSV)

cms Yer lntmedilrc. Epi$oprL Childttr ! cutri.olum
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t h e . j o u r n e y  b y
Raphael.  Raphacl
has bccn ident i l led
as one ol- the seven
angels that stand
ready bcforc thc
glory of the Lord.

OD this joumey,
Tobiirs, with Raph-
ael's help, Dret ond
maffied Sarirh. the
d a u g h t e r  o f  R a -
Buel and Edna of
Media. Sarah had
been married sev-
er [mes; however.
all of her husbands
died on thc wcd-
ding night. Tobias
escaped th is falc
t h r o u g h  d i v i n e
intervent ion, To
bias also rcturncd
home wilh a balm
thal curcd Tobit's
eyesrBht.

TobiI is said io have givcn thanks to God
upon Tobias'relum from this fantast ic
joumey. This nessage ol lhanksgiving w.rs
also Tobit's final prayer

Tobit, Beloved Ninevah Citizen,
Tobit Dies ffier Fortunes Restored

Ninewh, 200 BCE-Today a bcioved
cit izen of Ninevah dicd at thc agc of I  12
years. At his bedsidc was his wifc. Anna
and his son. To-
biAs and drughter-
inlaw Sarah. The
Assy r  i ans  l ook
Tobit into captivi-
ty tron his home
vil lage of Thisbe
during thc timc of
K ing  Sh^ lman-

Tobit has lived
a long and faithful
life in the midst of
adve rs i t y .  A f te r
being captured, he
conrinued to help
his fellow captives
by  g i v ing  them
tbod and clolhing.
He even went so
la r  as  to  bu ry
rhose  who  had
been executed by
the  k in8 ' s  men ,
which was againsl
the law. At age 62,
he lost his eycsiSht fron fresh sparrow
droppinSs while sleeping out in the open.

When all their financial re$urces were
exhauslcd, Tobi l  sent his son Tobias to
search out an old ftiend in Mcdia who had
once bofiowed money.

Tobias had a vcry cvcnlful joumcy and
was ablc to securc thc funds owcd to his
father. He.eports being nccompanicd on



Ihe utord
'apocrypba"

originaw meant
'things tlJat are

ltidden"

Books of Apocrypha Filled
With Adventure, Poetry Lore
ff'lhe Apocrypha is made up of fifteen

I books from the secoDd and first cen-
I- turies BCE that were not included in

Hebrew scripture. This section of the Bible
is sometimes not a part of Bibles
used by Protestants, b!t readings are
included in the lectionary for the Episcopal
Chuch.

ln addition to the adventures of Tobit
and his farnily, exciting tales are included
ir this section of the Bible. For example,
Judith tel ls the story of a courageous
women who saved her people by cutting
off the head of their enemy as he lay in a
drunken stupor.

Surarna is about ihe trial of a virtuous
woman wrongly accused of adultery by
jealous elderc she had rejected.ln Bel and
the Dragon, Dariel kills a dngon by feed-
irg it special cakes.

Other books, such as the Maccabees, tell
the history of the Hebrew people, while
others contain picturesque poetry and
prcverbs.

The word "apocrypha' originally meant
"things tlat are hiddeD." Some believe the
books of the Apocrypha were hidden
because they didn't belong in the Bible,
while others believe the mysterious nature
of the books caused them to be hidden.

Raphael Sent by God

Tn fte story in $e Book of Tobit. Cod answers the prayers of
I Tobit and Sarah by sending an angel to heal them. However.

Il}|e angel Raphael did not look like most angels depicted in
stained glass or classical art.

when Tobias first sees Raphael, he calls hi]n a young man,
Raphael tells Tobias that he is an Israelite who came to Nineveh to work.
He also claims to be a distant relative of Tobit.

Fimlly at the end of the story, Raphael reveals himself to Tobit and
Tobias. He said, "I was sent to test you. And at the same time God sent me
to heal you and Sarah. . . I am Raphael, one of the seven angels who stand
ready alrd enter befole the glory of the Lord." After saying this, he ascend-
ed "to him who sent me."

cmsYer r emediat, Epieopd OildrLn s Cuni.ulun
C.ptright O 2000 viain,a Theolosicd sen'jmJy md MoEboNe PublisbinsPage2 I-7



The Language ofTobit
,Trhe F", , t  . /  L i  'n ( ' , 'mc\ ro rr .  l ro.n \c\(ral  oi f ferent .o-rce..  l  he - t tuir l  u. . lhor \ t i t '  3
| .  Jcu r^ho or ieinr l l \  $ , ' rc In Hebre$ or ArJm.. ic.  bul  doculrenl.  r ' r  Cfeel : ,nd L- l in

,vere also uscd in-the translation.
Ar the end ofthe storl., Tobit pr ises God- The word Hallcluiah is best tmnslated s

''Praise the Lordl' The Greek and Lalin version ofHallcluiah is AIleluia.

Hebrew: i'r'r))i't
Greek ol"l"ql,utcx
latin: ALIBwIA

ii

t .

arDS Y.r lnLcmqli!'r. rti!.rriai c

MEMORY CHAITENGE

Venite
Come, let us sing to the Lord;

lel us shout forjoy to the Rock of our salvation.
l,et us come beforc his presence with thanksgiving

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms,

For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.

In his hard are the cavems of the earth,
and the heights ofthe hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it,
aIId his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,
and kneel before the Lord our Maker

b'or he is our God,
turd we dre the people oJ his posnre and
the sheep oJ his hand.

Oh, that toda! lott v,ould hetrken to his
voice!

-The Blok of Com on Pra\et,
Moming Prayer II, page 82

I -7  PJge l



r
Matchi

Draw a line from each phrase (half-verse) on the left to its coresponding half-verse on the right. To
check your work, tum to Tarir /J in the Apocrypha.

/#
ng Phrases

Blessed be God who lives forever

Acknowledge the Lord, for he is good

Acknowledge him before the nations,
O children ol Israel

Bless the Lord olrighteousness

He will afflict you fbr your iniquities

My soul blesses the Lord, the great Kingl

He will gather you from all the nations

Blessed be the Cod of Israell

So now see what he has done for you

for he has scattered you among them

because his kingdom lasts throughout all ages

and the blessed will bless the holy name
forever and ever

For Jerusalem will be built as his house
lbr all ages

but he will again show mercy on all of you

and bless the King ofthe ages

acknowledge him at the top ofyour voice

among whom you have been scdttered

and exalt the King ofthe ages

Unit I:
LEARNING SCRIPTURI
Session ll P.rdrr 5/r/J; Psal l00:2
Session 2: Prdl,, .//Zrl; Psalm ll9:105
Sesslon 3: PsaLm 78: l-2 (BCP);

Psultn 78:70
Session 4: Prdln? /48rl3; Psaln 150:6
Session t Psalm24:1;Psaln 138:1o
Session 6 Psalm2T:l; PsalmT2:1
S€ssion 7: Psalm 30. 5, ; Psalm 16: I ;

Psalm 102:7 (BCP)
Session 8:Pr?rerrr -ir5; Pmyerbs I5:1;

Ecclesiqstes 3:l
Session9. Psaln 110:12: Psaln 119: l

Page 4 I-7

TEARNING
SCRIPTURE

Session 7

"Weeping may lingerfor the night, butjoy comes with the moming."
Prar, .i0r5, (\rRSV)

"God is our refuge and stength, a very prcsent help in trouble."
-Pra,,, 46r.1 (NRSV)

"I lie awake and gtoan; I arn like a spanow, lonely on a house-rop."
Psalm 102:7 (BCP)

Ctus Yff Intmedint, Epncopil clri
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Ihe Maccabees
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Cop),right O 2000
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Seninary and Morehous
Publishing

Maccabees Defr King's Orders
To Offer Sacrifices to Zeus

Jerusalen, 167 BCE-
Mat tah ias ,  head  o f  t he
Maccabees family, today
lcd a rebell ion against
Antiochus Mpiphanes,
king of Syria and ruler over
Judah.

Several weeks ago, the
king had decreed that sacri-
f i ces  to  Greek  gods  be
otlered in every Judean city
and village. In response to
his orders, a pagan altar
was buil t  on the Temple
allar at Jerusalem to honor
ZEus.

An anonymous source
said that the revolt actually
began in the vi l lage of
Modc in ,  where  an  o ld
priest named Maftaiias lived with his five
sons. The uprising began when a Jewish
man approached the pagan altar in Modcin
to offer a sacrifice.

Mattahias, in an acl of anger, killed lhe
man and the royal official who presided
over the altar Mattahias and his sons, John
Gaddi, Simon Thassi, Judas Maccabeus,
Eleazar Avaran, and Jonathan Apphus,
were tbrced to flee to the nearby hills.

Shepherds in the region have reported
that others have joined the Maccabbees to
fight against King Antiochus. They also
say that Mattahias, who was already old

and fecblc, has dicd.
The lcadcr of military operalions will

probably fall to Judas Maccabeus. whose
name means nammer,

In an eadier interview before the family
fled the rcgion, Judas said that they plan a
ful l-scale war to r id the country of the
pagan altars. He rcalized that the smaller
Hebrew armics arc no match against the
powerful Syrian forces, but with God's
help he be)ieves they will prevail.

Judas said, "Let us rcstore lic ruins of
our peoplc, and fight for our people and the
sanctuaty,"



Maccabees' Yictory Remembered
During Hanukkah Celebration

anukkah, or the Feast of Dedi-
cation, began in 164 BCE with
the rededication of ihe Temple in

Jerusalem. Each year in December, Jewish
people throughout the world remember this
evenl.

The celebration of Hanuklah is based
on the following story found in the Talmud,
ancient wdtings of the Jewish faith.

On the day the tenple was rcclaimed for
God by Judas
Maccabeus and
his fbllowers, the
priests had only
enough  o i l  t o

keep lhe lamp lighted for one day. lI was
important to keep the lamp buming to si8-
niry the presence of God.

The priests realized that it would take at
least a week for new oil to arrive. At tle
same time, they wanted to put God's pres-
ence back in the sanctuary of the Temple as
soon as possible,

When they lit the lamp, they expected
the oil to burn quickly. However, the lamp
continued to bum for eight days until new
oilarr ived.

During Hanukkah, a special menotah
with eight candles is used in place of the
usual seven-candle medorah. Each night a
prayer is read and a new ca[dle lit. At the

end of eight days, all of the
candles bum brighdy.

The Wodd of the Maccabees
or many years the people of Judah
had accepted the rule of other
nations as Cod's plan lor th€m. Th€

decision of King Antiochus Mpiphanes
olSyria to suppress Judaism ended ihe pas-
sive acceptance of outside rulers,

I Muttabees begins with the death of
Alexander the Great who had spread C'reek
rule through much of the civilized world.
His death resulted in the Syrians rising to
power in the region.

Many Jewish people had been happy
under Greek rule, especially thos€ in the
upper class€s and many Temple pdests. It
was difficult, \ometimes, to adapt to a for-
eign culture while remaining faithfrrl to the
teachings ofthe Tomh.

After taking contol of Jerusalem, Judas,

leader of the Maccabees, began to plan for
lhe frt\tre. I Maccabeer notes that Judas
had "heard of the fame ofthe Romans, that
they were very strong and were well-dis-
posed toward al l  who made an al l iance
with them" (ch. 8).

A hundred years later, family feuds over
power led to the downfall of Judah. Rome
f ina l l y  i n te rvened  in  63  BCE when
Pompey's legions captured Jerusalem. A
descendant was left to rule in Jerusalem, no
longer as king but as high pdest.

The Maccabean family came to an end
with the execulion of Antigonus IL
The future of the country was left with
Rome and with Herod. This was the politi-
cal scene when Jesus was bom in Beth-
lehem.

coeyd shr 6 ,(xxr vr,riii 3 Trrorosic, s emin y and Morehous publishinsPage 2 I-8



for Disobedience
Seven brothers and their motber were recently kill€d by King Antiochus for

refusing to eat the flesb of s\tine. One of them said, "What do you intend to ask and
learn from us? For we are ready to die aathea than ftansgress the laws of our ances-
tors,"

The kinS was fi.rious. He ordered his men to tortue the person who spoke these
words in a horible fashion. Still ihe broihers and their mother stood strong, encour-
aging each other to die nob1y, saying, "The Lord God is watching over us and in
truth has compassion on us."

One by one, the king killed the brodrcrs. Before he died, the youngest said, "Bur
you, who have contrived all sorts of evil against the Hebrews, will cenainly not
escape the hands of 6od." L1st ofall, tie mother died. (See II Maccabees 7 and N
Maccahecs 8-l2 for rnorc details.\

MEMORY CHALI,ENGI

Venite
Cq,ne, let us ring to the Lord;+

Iel us sln,ut for ioy lo lhe Rock Qf our $qlyatiott,
Lel us cone hefoft his presetrce wilh thalr,rgil,irrgi'

and raise a hud shout kt hitt with psnhns-

F-or lhc L,r,rd is a grcd (iotl,*
and (great Ki gabover lgods.

In his hand are the csrcn$ of & emlh,'1'
antl the heights o.l the hills ore his also.

I.he sca is his,Jbr lte ntde il,'\'
atd his lnndt htve nokled lhe dry land.

(\nne, let us botv dow , trrd be dtlrc ktee,'r'
uul knecl beforu th( Lord our Maker.

F or he is our Gotl,
and we are the paople o.f his pasture uul the sheep

oJ )tis ltutl.':'
Oh, thot to.fut)' y,L v,ould heurke to his tntce !

-The Book ofConnnon Prat,el
Moming Pmyer II, page 82
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Godly Leader
Directions: Find the fbllowing qualities of a king or a nation in the puzzle below.

RIGHTEOUSNESS
DELIVERANCE
BLESSINCS
SUCCESS
SINCERITY

S U  C  E  S  I  C  O  M P  A  S  S  ]  O  NT  I  H  N  F

CBEEUTYRTSUUBYEERSOSL

NYNAPMOC PCCE LHONUENAD

T S  On  ON LSTC PT  LT  EDTCE TU

S D  FD  I  P .L  ]  LS  I  ] :  SAC UH T  S  T  R

S  T  Y  J  S  RG S  E  P  R  O  S  P  E  R  l  TY  S  I

E  S  U  E  C  F  S  O  Y  I  . I  P  I  M  UA  B  S  F  L  S

LTRS T  NCERITYGYNNAUIOH

B T  R  T  CH_  E  OU 5N  f  S  S  CD ]  EVE

C E  CNADNUBAE CNAREV I  LED

PROSPERITY
COMPASSION
ABUNDANCE
SYMPATHY
TRUTH

Unit I:
TEARNING S(]RIPTURE
Session l: P.fdrr 5/i/5; Psaln 100:2
Session 2: Prd[,, J17:/ i  Psaln l l9: 105
Session 3t Ps\ln 78:1-2 (BCP):

Psulnt T8:70
Session 4: Pidr, 148:/J; Psalnl I50:6
Session 5: Prdr, 24r /;  P\altn | 38:l  a
Session 6. P.taltn 27:l; Pstltn 72:1
Sessior 7:P.!d1rr -10:5r; Psaln 16: l;

Pvln 102:7 (BCP)
Session 8: Proyerls 3;5, Prowrbs 15: l;

Ecclesiastes 3 : 1
Session 9: Prrr,, 140: l2; Pslm 119:1
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TEARNING
SCRIPIURB

S€ssion 8

"Trust in lhe Lord with all yoDr hean, and do not rely on your own
insight." -Prov"/b.f Jrs (NRSV)

"A soft answer tums away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger"
-P'?verr.s 75i1 (NRSV)

"For everlthing there is a season, and a time for every matter unde{
heaven: . . ." Ecclesidrter .t. / (\rRSV)
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For All the
Saints
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Icachings have given us a glinpse of God s
great love fbr us.

Throughout the centuries. others have
caught the vision of what Chrisr can mean
t o  l h e  w h o l e  w o f l d .  S o l n e  h a v e  d i e d
because of their beliel!.

Nl Saints' Day Honors People of Faith in
Bvery Generation of Church History

Who rre the saints? What is the conlmu-
n ion  o f  sLL in t s l  wha t  i s  t he  d i f f e rencc
between srinls with a snral l  s and Srints
w i th  r  cap i l i l l  S :

Every ye f. on Nov-
e m b c r  l .  t h e  C h u r c h
celebf les thc Fcast of
Al l  Sainls.  I t  is a t inre
t o  r c m c n b c r  a l l  w h o
hrvc died and to rejoice
i n  t h e  l i v c s  o f  t h o s e
who showcd others the
way to Christ  by rhei l

T h e  C h u r c h  i s
blessed wi lh peoplc
ncn, women, and chi l -
drcn rvho hrve mir-
rored what it mcans to
lbl low Jesus.

The Bible shares thc
srodcs of the Hebrew
peoplc who pointed the
way towafd the coming
o f  t h e  M e \ s i a h .  T h e
New Testament \aints
who acrually lived with
J e \ u s  r n d  h e a r d  h i s

I t  is thro!gh the stor ics i r l  Scf iplurc
and lhe slor ics of people wc nccl  erch
dLry thl t  wc discover rnswcls lo our ques-
lioIls.

who (k' th? s?ints! Thcy !ven: irnd rc
hurnan bcings just l ike l l  o l  Lls.  Thcy Ltre
found in the Biblc.  in thc long history oi
thc Church And thc world,  and in chutchcs
and conrnruni l ics cvcrywhere.

Wlkt is th? (ont l t i r t  l t  r i t intsi  l r  is
rhe whole lamily ofGod, both l i \ ing rnd
d c i d .  W e  f e  b o u n d  t o E r e t h e r  i n  J c s r s
Christ .  In bof i  l i le and clcrth,  we afe with
hinr in the comn1union of s inls.  ln cclc
brai ing the Srcrancnts, in our comnlon
prayer. and in our d.lily praise oi Cod. wc
rre i rssurcd of ouf pl  ce in this colnlnu-
nion.

Wh\ orc ther? s?ints | i th a S atkl
. r . r i , r rr  r i i i / r  " j " . '  Wc are al l  saiDts $, i th a
smal l  s".  Simply by being bapt ized iDto
cod's f  ni ly.  $e become pcoplc of God
and are c.rllcd Christians.

Sdnts with a capital S" are people \r'ho
havc shown olhers lhe way to Jesus Chrisl
i D  s p e c i a l  o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  w a y s .  I n  t h e
Epi\copal Church. we celebratc the saints
n a m e d  i n  t h e  N e w  T e s t i r m e n t  t h e
A p o s t l e s ,  M a r y  a n d  J o \ e p h .  J o h n  t h e
Baptist, Mary Magdillene. and others. The
centur ies of Chdst ian history havc pro
duced many othcrs who rfe honorcd as
Saints and given days to be remenbercd on
the Church s calendar



Halloween and All Saints' Dav
verybody knows about Halloween.
It is a time to dress up in cosrumes.
Bo lo panies. and ask for candy from

neighbors, It comes each year on October
31. But $,hy is it always the night before
All Sainls' Dayl

The word "Hrlloween" comes fro r the
original llame, "All Hallows E!e."

All Hallows Eve wa5 the cveniDs belbre
the Church's scflices rememberinS all fte
Saints. Hallows mcans "hallowed' (hon
ored as holy).

ln ancient l imes. peoplc believed that

the souls of lhe dead would rise from lheir
graves on the night before AllSaints' Day.
lndividuals dressed in costumes and l i t
fires so thal the evil spirits would not rec-
ognize them. From this ancicnl practice
comes the celebration of Halloween.

Today. many congregalions makc a
point of connccling H l loween with thc
celebration ol A1l Saints Day. Thcy plan
church activit ies that lbcus on the Sainls.
Ch i l d ren  and  adu l ( s  d rc \ s  up  as  the i r
falorite sainl and share the events of that
person s life.

The u,ord
"Hallou,eet"

cornes rt'orn tlJe
origirrol

ttctne, "AII
II.rIIort's Etle."

David, an Old Teslanrent saint.
from SI. Luke. Musicians arc

Patron Saints tinked to Special Causes
hrough the centur ier,  many sl ints have becn associated with part icular
cxuses. Thcy are kDown as palron sirinls. For inslnncL.. lhe pxtron saini

ofchi ldren is St.  Nicholas.
I f  you have losl something. you miSht think of Anthony. lf

saint ol Boy
lhe saint for

git ls.
St. Catherine and St. Thonus Aquinas arc the patron

saints of students. Tcachers claim St. Cregory the Great.
St. Hilda. who was ftc head ofan Abbey. is the pillron saint

oflcaming and culture.

vou like lo flsh. St. Pctcr is vour sainl.
|  51. Uuorle. lhe ora8on \ laler. rs lhe nulron
t r Srouri rnd i l l \ ,r  ol Englar)d. St. A!De\ i \

Po€ts k)ok for inspiration to
Artish may pray for inspirati()n

cared li)r by St. Cecilia.
Sl. Elizabeth of Hungary is lhe patron

saint ol nurses. St. Luke, nolcd physi-
cian to St. Paul, is the pAtron saint of

Soldicrs and sailo$. cxrpentcn and
bakers, all are associated with specific
saints. Check out a book on sai[ts to
find out why peoplc hirve nrade these
connecltons,

( ra\ YN lnremedire. Etrnr|Ilc
copFehr o Lt95 v]lg ru'r'h$losicrl seminiry ind M{!h,r\! rthlnhing
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Psahn 149
Halleluiah!
Sing to the Lord a new song;

sing his praise il the congregation of the faitbirl.
Let Israel rejoice in his Maker;

let the children of Zion be joyful in thea King.
Let them praise his Name in the dance;

let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
For the l"ord takes pleasure in his people

and adoms the poor with victory.
Let the faithful rejoice in triumph;

let them bejoyful on their beds. . . .
-Th. Book o! Co,nnmn Pftre4 p. 8O7

Cto$ Yer lmem.did.. EDirool Childm s Curiculun
coplaishr o 1995 vngini. Th.ologicrl S.nin!!- and Morhee hbrisbine
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Remembering the Saints

D i r e c l i o n s :  U s c  t h e  c l u e s  t o  i i n d  l h e
\\1)rds lo fill in the blanks. and pul lhem in
rhc Nord chain. Thc lasl letlcr of each of
lhc nslrers is the first le(er of thc next.

l. This troman \r'a\ si\ vcrrs old \,!hen
\he suw a vision thrt led her to beconre a
nuD. Shc $orkcd as n nune i lnd lortgcd for
pcucc in the church.

2. Thi:  s inl  hclpcd take ciue ol  lhe poor
rn( l  lhc sick. N4an! hospitr l r  nrc Damcd
aiicr h('r.

-1.- Ihis saint $as the herd ol  . rn Abbc)
\rhcrc hoth men and \ronren scrrcd Cod.
Shc \ \ '  r  host f i ) r  a spcci i l l  nrcct ing lhat
dclcnl l incd the date ol  Et ls lcr in LnShnd.

-1. As r  young wonr.rn. this snint rc l lscd
lo miufv ard dcclared her dedical ior lo
C;od. Shc $as nra yred b) Ronrnn ol l l -
c[ i ls.

5.  Thi\  \aint  is oDc of rhc Apost lcs to
\\hoD) Jc\us hter gale lhe nirDre Pcter Hc
!\cnt ro Roorc () \pread rhe go\pcl rnd \':ls
cruci f icd thcre.

6. As boy this pcrsoD was Damed hish-
o p .  H c  i \  k D o w D  u s  l h c  p i l t l o n  s r i n l  o f
si l i lo| l \  and chi ldren.
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I,I]ARN IN(; SCRIIYI'T RIi
Session l: Pralrr 5-1.-1-5: I'vtln 100:2
S! 'rs i(nr l :  PJdr,  -1-17r, / j  Ps l  l l9:105
Ser:i(D -'l: Prrr, 78. / 2 /BCPli

Pyll,t 78:70
Sessirr t t -1:  Pralrrr ,1. l8: . / - i :  I 'st  t  I50:6
Sc'ssion 5: Prahrr l-l:,1: Psa/rrr /.lA:/a
Sc\liott 6: P Int 27:1: Psal 72:I
Sc\sion 7:Pr.r[r, -lrr-tb, Ps(lnt 16: I :

Psdh l0z:7 tBCP)
Scssion lJ; Prcr'erbs J:5; Ptore rh I 5. 1 :

Eccle.\iastes -l:l
Session 9i Psaln 140:12; Psal Il9:1
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SCRIPTUR[

Scssion 9

"I know dral the Lord maintains tie cause of $e needy. and executes.ius-
tice for tie poor -,|'sdr,r /40:/2 (NRSV)

'-Praise the Lordl Sing to the Lord n ncw song. his praise in the irs\enlbly
ofthe faithful. -Psdlrr /.19. / (NRSV)


