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'. . . look toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are abl€ to count thcm. . . . So shall your d€sceo'
dants be.'"

-Getesls /5J4 c O'RS\)

ABRAHAM

Th€ symbol for God's promisc io Abraham is a
blue shield with stars- The center star is for the
Messiah- The other stars stand for Abralam and his

(Mos€s said) . . . "So I tumed and came down from
the mountain, and put th€ iablets in the ark tha( I
had made; and the.e they a.e, as the Lord com-

- Deu, ercnomJ' 1 O: 5 G{RS\D

ARK OF THE CO\'ENANT

The Ark of the Cov€nrnt was a portable chest
builr according to God's instructions, containing a
copy of the law of Moses. Ir was k€pi in th€ T€nt of
Meeting, a symbol ofGod's pres€ncc.
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"I have set my bow in ihe clouds, and lt shall bc a
slSn ofthc covcnant bcrwccn me and th€ eafth,'

-C"',esb 9.r3 CNRSV)

THE MINBO\( AND THE ARK

Thls symbol stands for God's promise n€vcr again
to destrcy thc certh with a flood. Thc ark ls also a
symbol for thc Church whcrc all cr€aturcs ftnd
safety,

'The Lord sald to Moses, 'Comc up to mc on thc
mountain, and walt thcrc; and I wlll 8lv€ you thc
tabl€ts of stone, wlth the las/ antl the command-
ment, which I hrve writtcn for thclr lnstrucrlon."

-E odus 24:1 2 A{RS\)

TEN COMMANDMENTS

Two tablcts of stone with thc first tcn lcttcrs of
th€ Hebrew alphab€t represent thc Ten Conrmaod.
mcnts. Thcse bccame the basis for Jewish and
Christian law.

/.\

cq4h a t993 v4iiofh@b.tu| caq,i3h' o 144r vnn\q mhkle

.t
z
n
3

z

1

2
H

z
It
-t

*J J v'15 V5,



". . . Vt|at sharc do we haye ln Davtd? Ige have
no tnhcdtatrcc ln th€ son ofJ€ssc. To your tettts, O
IsmeMook row to your own hous€, O Ihvid.' . . ."

-I Klngs 12:16b Q'IRS!I)

TIIE DIVIDED KINGDOM

The twelve-polntcd st,u rcprcsetrts th€ tyr€lvc
tiib€s of l$eel. Thc llon is for Judah and rcprcsctrts
st€ngth, courage, and klngllncss.
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'Thetr the glory of the Irrd shall be rcvealed, ard
all pcoplc shall see it tog€ther, for the mouth of th€
Lord has spok€n."

-Isalab 4A5 Q{RS\)

THE HAND OF GOD

Thc ba.od is thc most ancicnt slmbol for God thc
Fathcr. Thc hadd rcaching out of thc cloud indicates
the lidit of our knoqrledgc about God. The rays of
llght reprcs€nt cod's glory
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'Solomon bcgan to bulld thc housc of the Lord ln
tcrusalcm on Mount Mollah, where the Lord had
appcarcd to ht6 fathcr Drdd, . . .'

-II Aronlcles 3:I C.IP'SV)

TEMPE OF SOIOMON
I9hcn Davld brought thc Ark of thc Covclant to

Jcnrs€lcm, hc piaccd lt ln a tcnt. Hc wantcd to bulld
I tcmplc but we8 unablc to do io. Solomo!\ Dar:ld'6
son, bullt a magnificcnt tcmplc to thc 8lory of God.
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'By thc rtveN of Babylon-thcrc wc sat down and
thcrc wc wept when we rcmcmbcrcd Zon. On the
willows there wc hun8 up ou! harps.'

- Psalm I 3 7: I'2 Q.lRSrl)

IIARP IN TIIE VIII,OY,I

Thc willo\r trce glcw along thc banks of the
watcr€ of Babylon. Thc Is|aclltcs ln cxllc hulg thclt
harps on lhc wlllorv trces whilc thcy wcpt. Thc harp,
a symbol of ioy and pBlsc to God, wes sllcnt ln thclr
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"For a child ha5 been bortr for us, a son giyer to
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Worderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Evcrlastlng Fath€r, Pritrc€ of Peace."

-Isatah 9:6 (t'{Rsvl

AIPIIA AND OMIGA

The crcek lctters, Alpha and omcga, are thc Iirst
a.trd last lctte$ of the Greek alpbabct. Thcy s'.mbol'
ize Jesus as the beginning and th€ cnd.

"Thc angel said to hcr, 'Do not be aftatd, Mary, for
you have found favor with God."

--Iu te l3o (NRsv)

ANGEL VTIII LILY

As th€ Ang€l of th€ Annunciatio& Gabri€l-chid
messcngcr of God-is po(fayed with a lily. Th€ lily
ls a symbol of the Virgin Mary's purity.
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'All your works shall glvc thanks to you, O Lord,
and all your falthful shall blcss you.'

-Psalm 145:lO GIRSY)

SAINTS

Thc r mbus or halo around a hcad rymbollzco a
pcrson of unusual falth, such as an apostlc, a nrart,'r,
or othcr 6ai,rt.

"A shoot shall come out from the siump ofJcssc,
and a branch shall grow out ofhls roots, Thc splrit of
the lord shall r€st on hlm, thc splrlt of wlsdom and
understanding, the spirit of counscl and mlght, thc
sphlt of knowledge and thc fcar of thc Lord.'

-Isalalr 11:1-2 <NRSID

SCROLL

A scroll, or rolled manuscript-an ancient type of
book-ls associatcd qdth Old Tcstamcnt authors.
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"Then, opening th€ir treasur€ chests, th€y off€red
him gi{ts of gold, franldnc€ns€, and mFrh.'

-Mattheu 2:1lc QtRs\)

THREE GIFTS OF TIiE MAGI

The gifts given to the Christ child have both
ancient and tmditional meafi,rl.gs] anclent: gald for a
kiDg, ftanldnc€nse for a divine being, and mlrrh for
death; tra.lltlonal: gold for weakh and energy, frank'
inccnse for adoration, and mydh for self-sacrilice.
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'Heal me, O Lord, ,nd I shall be heal€d; save me.
and I shdl b€ saved; for you are my praise.'

-Jeremiah 17:14 tl{RSV)

OIL STOCK
The pictore on th€ ftont is an oil stock, a small

container ofbless€d oil. It is used by a pdest for unc-
tion-the anointing of the sick- Oil is an ami€nt sym.
bol for cod's grac€.
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' 'My soul magnlf lcs thc Lord, and my spir l t
r€iolces ln God my Savior, , . .''

-Luhe I:47 QIRSD

ROSE

The symbolic rosc 8c€n hcrc ls tIc hcraldlc form
that ls uscd to rcprcscnt thc Vhgin MarT. Accolding
to onc lcg€nd, sh€ ls call€d a 'rosc wlthout thoms!"
bccaus€ shc *?s wlthout sln.

'Thcn thc cyes of th€ bllnd shall be opcncd, and
the cars of thc dcaf unstopp€d; then the lamc shall
lcap likc deer, and thc tonguc of the specchlcss slnS
forjoy."

-Isalab 35:5-6 G'lRsu)

SUN

Thc sun is the symbol most oftcn uscd fo! Christ.
I! comes from thc Old Tcstamcot proph€cy, "thc suo
of riSlrteousncss shall risc, $r'ith hcallng in its wings"
(Matacbt 4:2).
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J€sus said . . . , 'I am the resunection and the life.
Those who believc in m€, €ven tlough they di€, wil
tive, and €ver',one vrho lives atrd b€lieves in me will

-John 11:25-26a Q.IR.S\)

PEACOCK

Wh€tr a pcacock loses its feathcrs, it grows evm
more kautifrn ones to r€placc them. For this rcason,
the pcacock is r s)'rnbol for thc new life of resur€c'
tion.

"Go therefore and make discipl€s of all natlons,
baptizing th€m in the name of the Farher ard of th€
Son and ofthe Holy Spi.it, . . ."

-Mattbeu 28:19 0N'RSI/)
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TRINTTY

The symbol for the Tridty showo on tlis card is
one of th€ many geometdc shapes used to r€present
God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The triangle is
thr€e cqual parts joined iflto one; the circle holds
th€m together for ctemity.
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'Thcn ocsus) sald to hlm, 'Gct up and go on your
way; your faith has made you well."

-Iuhe 17:19 C.lRSrO

CATHERINE OF SIENA

Cathcrinc of Slcna dcvotcd hcr lifc to th€ cerc of
th€ poor and th€ sick. Her symbol rcflccts hc! falth
and her scnsc of charlty.

'And a volce from heaven sald, 'Thls ls my Son,
the B€lovcd, with whom I am well pleased.''

Mattbeu 3:17 ClRSr,)

DESCENDING DOVE

Thc dovc has bccn a s'.rnbol for pulity and pcacc
sincc anclent timcs. It ls thc symbol of thc Holy
Spilit, which dcsccndcd upon Jcsus at his baptism.
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"Peter sald to them, Repent, add be bapttzed
every onc of ),ou itr the Dame ofJesus Chrlst so that
yoUI shs may lte forglrrn; and you will r€c€ive the
gtft of the Holy Spirit. "

-,4crs 234 (NRS\)

SIIEII \YTTH WAfiR DROPS

Sloce cady Christian times, the shell has becfl a
symbol of immortality. Water is thc symbol for
deansing. ,whcf, conftcted, thcy leplcsent bapdsm

'For I have sel you an exanplc, that you also
shor d do as I hav€ dotre to you."

-Iobn 13:15 G.{RSY)

BASIN, TOVELAND PITCHER

Th€se obj€cts rcprcsent thc purifying action of
w"itcf as priests wash thcif hands at the Eucharist. It
also signiffcs humility as whm Jesus washed the fcet
of th€ discipl€s.

as ncw lifc in Chdst.
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'ASalnJ6us spokc to thcm, say'n8, 'I am thc ltght
of thc world. vhocver follows mc *.lll nevcr walk ln
da*ness bur wlll harre thc ll8ht of llfc,''

-"Ior, &r2 CNRSV)

PASCIIAL CANDLE
Thc Paschal candlc rcprcscnts thc "ltght of Chdst'

and ls llghtcd cach ycar from thc ncw flrc at thc
Eastcr \lgil, It is somctlrncs dccoratcd *.ith a cross, It
ls llghtcd at sclvlccs of Holy Baptlsm.

'lv€lcome onc anothcr! thcrcforc, iust as Chrlst
has wclcomcd you, for thc Bloryof God.'

-Roma$ 15:7 Q.IRS\O

rONT
Thc Church's bcllcf ln thc sacramclt of Holy

Brptism is rcplcscnted by thc font. Dcpcndlog on
how it ls dcslgncd, a font cad symbolize crertlon, re-
clcatioo, of etcnal sahetion,
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"Blessed are those who have not se€n and yet
have come to believe.'

-'-.John 2 O: 2 9b C}tes\')

EASTER CROSS

The symbol on this card is the crcss of glory. It is
a Larin cross-one of the oldest forms-cntwined
$ ith a lily, ltn Eastff slmbol of n€w life.

"The.efore, since we are justined by fanh, we have
pexc€ witb God through oul LordJesus Chrisl, . . ."

-Ro,?drs 5j1 (|{RS\.)

ST- PAUL

The op€n Bible in tlre symbol for Pxr represents
ih€ Epistles in the New Testament. Th€ inscription
Spir i tLts Gladlus meins "sword of the spir i t '
(Eplreslans 6.17). The sword also indicates drat Paul
fought thc "good fight' A Ti,nothJ' 6:t2).
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"No onc has Sreat€r lov€ than this, to lay down
one's lifc for one's fricnds."

-/orr /5rl3 (NRs\.)

CRUCIFD(

J€sus Christ is depicted on a crucilix in thcsc two
ways: crown€d and robcd in 8lory to show his d€ity,
or with a crown ofthoms to show his suffcring.

"So if anyonc is in Christ, there is a new creation:
ev€r]lhing old has p:rssed awayj see, evert'thing has

-II Corlntblans 5;17 (NRSD

I]UTTERFLY

The butrcrfly is the symbol for the tesurreclion of
Christ .  I ts thrcc stages of l i fe as ,r  c:r terpi l lar,
chrysalis, rnd winged creaturc, suggesl lilt, dcath,
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". . . becaus€ if you conJess with your lips that

Jesus is Lord and believe in your h€art that God
riis€d him from t}le dead, you will be saved."

-Romans I O:9 QtRSv)

FTSH

The fish was an early Christiar symbol that stood
for Christ. The Greek l€tters IXOYT, which sp€ll
ffsh, also stand for the Greek words that rnmn Jesus
Chdst, God's Son, savior."

"But thanks b€ to God, v/ho gives us the victorl.
through our Lord Jesus Christ.'

-I Corlrltbtans 15:57 GIRS\O

BEEHI!'E

The beehive is on€ of th€ mor€ rccent symt'ols of
the Christian Chwch. It represents the community of
cluist workinS together for the benefft of all.
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"For by gmce you have been saved through
fldlh, . . .'

- DP h e s I a n s 2 : I a G'IRS\O

ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL

This symbol is a comblnatlon of thc symbols for
rhc t\ro apostles. The keys to the kingdom (for
Pctcr) ar€ int€rq,ovcn with thc sword of thc spirit
(for Paul).
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"I can do all things through hlm who strcngth€ns

-Pb lPPIans 4:I3 (NRSY)

SHIP

The many storics about boats and ships, in bolh
Old aod New Tcstaments, hav€ led to our usc of a
ship as a symbol for the Church. In cady Christim
an, St. Paul is often shown pr€aching from thc bow
ofa ship.
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"But each of us was giv€n gmce according to the
measure of Christ's gift."

- EP b e st a rLt 4 : 7 G{RSY)

IrrlITLE

ln anci€flt times, the myrtle was associated with
love. It came to stand for the Gentiles who were con'
vened to christ.

'All of ihem w€rc fil€d with the Holy Spirit and
began to speal in otl€r languag€s, as thc Spirit gave
them ability."

-/cts 2.'4 O{RS\)

PENTECOST FI-{ME

The sev€n-fold flame is representative of the sev€n
gifts of the Holy Spirit that descend€d upon the disci'
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"Thc g cc of$c ll}rdJcsus bc wlth you.'
-I Corlktblafts 16:23 (NRS\,,

IIURNING TORCH

This symbol rcprcsents Christ as thc light of thc
world. I ts m€ssa8e is expandcd to mean that
Christirns "lct thcir good works slninc' (Mattlreu
5;.16). We pass the torch of faith to one nnother,
from gencration to gcneration,

imitators of God, as belovcd chll-

-&rrerlars 5r, (NRSV)

LYDTA

This symbol repr€s€nts Lydia, th€ woman of
Phllippi, who was baptizcd by Paul. It is a crowd to
depict her wealth and stalus in the community-
combined with a murex, a snail from whlch a rich
purplc dyc was extrnctcd.
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