ommunity Leaders




Fumys|and 9snoyaloW pue AIBuiwag [EAF0I0aYL BIIIEIA @66 1@ yELAdog
Inoj, Joj wnmowan) jedoosidy

® o0 DD0ODDOD OB DO D

9L Ly SIsauag—
LI9MSUR 9[qRI0AR] B YorIRy]
QAIG [[IM POY) ] J0U ST 1],
‘qoraeyd paromsue gdoso

I NOISS3S

SH3AAY31 ALINNWINODD

ainin4 auj} hunaidiayuj :ydasop

words to
remember

» @ @ @ @® © ® ® & & H O & @ G O G G @ O

Listen to advice and accept instruction,
that you may gain wisdom for the future.
The human mind may devise many plans,
but it is the purpose of the Lord that will
be established.

—Proverbs 19:20-21

praver Almighty God, you
have given us
grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplication to
you; and you have promised through
your well-beloved Son that when two
or three are gathered together in his
Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires
and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge
of your truth, and in the age to come

life everlasting. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 126
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COMMENTARY

Pharaoh calls Joseph from the

is not him, but God, who gives us answers
To our questions.

To put it another way, we are the bridge
that God uses to get ideas to his people.
Bridges do not own the cars that are on
them, just as we do not own our talents an

God's messages to other people, but God
forms them.

in my own wor

Youth prayer

Dear Lord, please help us not to be consumed by our
own talents. Let us see your face in our gifts, and
remember that it is you, not us, that has provided
them, as the Holy One who speaks in a voice much
louder and much clearer than our own voices can.
Help us look deeper to see and feel yourlrresence.
—Kevin, Grade

DAILY DEVOTIONS

(E{leetions.............

Monday—Proverbs 24:13-14 Thursday—Daniel 5:13-16
Tuesday—Ecclesiastes 8:1 Friday—Luke 12:54-56

Wednesday—Isaiah 42:8-9 Saturday—I Corinthians 2:11-13

2 Episcopal Curriculum for ¥
Copyright ©1968 Virginia Theological Seminary and Morehouse Publish

dungeon hoping that Joseph has the ability
to decipher dreams. Joseph explains that it

d

8

UL

!
1n

gifts. We may be the method of transporting

—Kevin, Grade &

o
B

The future is hidden even from
those who make it.
Anotole France

To the being fully alive, the future is

not ominous but a promise: it sur-

rounds the present like a halo.

. John Dewey

| '-i.',dnn't,lsr,!q.\! what the future may
* hold, but | know who holds the
il 111 CA

. Ralph Abernathy

. Trust the past to God’s mercy, the

present to God’s love, and the future

' 1o God’s providence.

Augustine of Hippo
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words to
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900000 00O0O0OOOGOEOOOSOGOSO Almighty God, we
praver commend to your
Thus says the Lord, gracious care and keeping all the

: Sl men and women of our armed forces
?Zl:; l;leedii%erbg;c(}l:l)zly el e at home and abroad. Defend them
: y * day by day with your heavenly grace;
who teaches you for your own good, strengthen them in their trials and
who leads you in the way you should go. temptations; give them courage to
—{Jsaiah 48:17 face the perils which beset them; and
' grant them a sense of your abiding
presence wherever they may be;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For those in the Armed Forces of our Country
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 823
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When Deborah prophesied that Sisera,
oppressor of the lsraelites, would fall at the
hand of a woman, she knew that brute strength
could not vanquish Sieera's many chariots. The
Lord put fear into Sisera’s armies, forcing them
to run. In running, they became weak like a stick
eeparated from the bundle.

Sisera himself fled on foot, as the lsraelites

slaughtered his once-mighty army. He fled to The best leaders train leaders
the tent of Jael to hide. However, no one can while they are leading.

hide from God. Jael took a stake and drove it Author Unknown
through Sisera’s head as he slept. Deborah’s

prophecy had come true.

—Nick, Grade &
Slowly, but surely humanity

realizes the dreams of the wise.
Anatole France

N my own words

i
The question of trust, it is so

XO llLihdptra ert b sf " hat closely related to that of
ear Lord, teach us to be strong, no matter what sex, Yot :

race or class we are. We are your children, and we are authority, is determined by the
all your messengers. Give us people to love us as we faithfulness with which a

are all stronger when we are unified. But even when [person] serves Jesus Christ,
we are afraid or abandoned by our peers, help us to be

strong. Thank you for giving us strength in everything never by the extraordinary
we do. Amen. talents which he [or she]
—Nick, Grade 8 nossesses.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

refestits.............

Monday—II Chronicles 9:1-4  Thursday—Sirach 9:17
Tuesday—Proverbs 9:9-10 Friday—Luke 2:24-27
Wednesday—Isaiah 55:3-5 Saturday—Colossians 3:16-17

2 Episcopal Curriculum for Youth

Copyright ©1998 Virginia Theological Seminary anc I irehouse Pub I



SUSIan Jsnoyaol pue fieujwag [eaisoloall], RIS 866 ]0 WEAdoy
INOA Jop wanojang [edoosidg

00000 O0O®ODO®O®O®OOOSG® OO

81:/ salbpnp—

. U0JPIN) 10] pue pIo]
9] 10,4, ‘Ioys pue ‘dued
aloyMm 9] punode syoduwna)

U1 MO[q OS[e NOA udY)
QU UM 3B OUM [[B puR |

‘Jodwna) ay) mojq | uay

SH30AY3T ALINNININOD

poy 1o} A10}3IA :uoapiy

words to
remember

00 0000000006000 000 0

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him,

and he will make straight your paths.
—pProverbs 3:5-6

8/qig 8y jo AIojS Ul J8IS04 SajeYD

prayer

Almighty and merciful God, it is only
by your gift that your faithful people
offer you true and laudable service:
Grant that we may run without stum-
bling to obtain your heavenly promis-
es; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for

ever. Amen.
Proper 26
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 235
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Copyright ©1998 Virginia Theological Seminary and Morahouse Piblishing



ds

in my own wor

COMMENTARY

God is always trying to tell us
how great he is. However, it is our
job to hear him in our own lives.
God is also a jealous God, so if we
try to hide his good acts, he is not
pleased and becomes angry. When
doing something in God’'s name, it
is hard to know whether we are
doing it for God or for ourselves.
—5Spence, Grade 6

Youth prayer

Lord, let us hear you in our lives and open ourselves not only
to hear you but also to apply your words in our daily lives. Let
us see you as the loving and righteous God you are, and not as
an object of our own fame. Let us be messengers of your glory
and your love and not messengers of evil. Let our tongues
speak with all of your good deeds and not of our own. Give us
the strength to know whether we are serving you or ourselves,
and help us proclaim the glory of your name and of your Son.
Amen. —3Spence, Grade 6

DAILY DEVOTIONS

(B{lEHR0S. ...

Monday—Psalm 26:1-3 Thursday—Mark 11:22-24
Tuesday—Isaiah 12:2-3 Friday—Romans 3:21-22
Wednesday—Daniel 6:22-23  Saturday—I Peter 1:18-21

2 Episcopal Curriculum for Youth
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voices

Woe to the [person] whose heart

has not learned while young to

hope, to love—and to put its trust in
Joseph Conrad
Faith. You ca'n do very little with it,'

but you can do nothing without it.
Samuel Butler

God is the silent partner in all great

Abraham Lincoln

(-« L will trust you always though |
‘may seem to be lost and in the

shadow of death. | will not fear, for
you are ever with me, and you will
never leave me to face my perils
alone. : il
Thomas Merton



dupysiiang asnogaopy pue Aleunuag [eadojoag] elodny 9661 1uduidon
yanoy J0) wnpnaaany (edoosidy

® 9000000000 OO

519 [anuweg [j—
eduna
91 JO punos ay] yijim pue
BUNNOYS YIM paor 9yl Jo
Yae 911 dn qysnodaq [oeasy Jo
ASNoY Y] [[e pue pIAe( 0O

SH3AAY31 ALINNWINOD

poy 10} buioueq iy ay) B pireg

words to

remember
) D OO OO0 DOOOOGOOODOO®O OO prayer

Praise him with tambourine and dance; Lord of all power and might, the
praise him with strings and pipe! author and giver of all good things:
Praise him with clanging cymbals; Graft in our hearts the love of your

Name; increase in us true religion;

raise him wit lashing ¢ als! : :
P indbud clashing cymbals nourish us with all goodness; and

Let everything that breathes bring forth in us the fruit of good
praise the Lord! works; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Praise the Lord! who lives and reigns with you and the
—Psalm 150:4-6 Holy Spirit, one God for ever and
ever. Amen.
Proper 17

The Book of Common Prayer, p. 233

3 Episcopal Curriculum for Youth
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COMMENTARY

When the Ark entered the city

of David, people rejoiced at its beauty
and splendor. The box-like ark gleamed
with gold. It reminded people of God.
Inside of the Ark were the Ten
Commandments. Everyone was happy
because they knew they had God’s

blessings. It was a great day!
—Chris, Grade 7

in my own wor

Youth prayer

I’m thankful that we have things that remind us of God, just
as the Hebrews did when the Ark was brought into the city
of David. I'm also thankful that we have things that remind
us that God is still watching over us, even though those
things aren’t always near us. Thank you God for all of our
blessings. Amen.

—Chris, Grade 7

DAILY DEVOTIONS
(El\ggl‘a“g.............
Monday—Exodus 15:19-21 Thursday—Psalm 149:1-3
Tuesday—I Samuel 18:6-7 Friday—Ecclesiasles 3:1-8

Wednesday—Nehemiah 8:9-10 Saturday—Luke 15:8-10

2 Eptscopal Curelenium for Youth
Copyright €1998 Virginia Theological Seminary and Morehouse Publishing

voices

To believe in God for me is to feel

| that there is a God, nota dead nne,
ora stuffed one, but a Iivinu une, |

who with irresistible force urges
you towards more loving.
| Vincent Van Gogh

To believe is to hecome what you

believe.
June Jordan

In Israel, in order to be a realist you

must believe in miracles.
David Ben Gurion

Can we s_'oma_l_low get through él_'ll
the decoration which has been
developed about the cross and just
be quiet and be there with you?

| | Malcolm Boyd
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You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will receive me with honor.
Whom have I in heaven but you?
And there is nothing on earth that I desire
other than you.
My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and
my portion forever.

—Psalm 73:24-26

prayer

Almighty and eternal God, so draw
our hearts to you, so guide our
minds, so fill our imaginations, so
control our wills, that we may be
wholly yours, utterly dedicated to
you; and then use us, we pray, as you
will, and always to your glory and the
welfare of your people; through our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
A Prayer of Self-Dedication
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 832-3
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in my own wor

COMMENTARY

Josiah was used by God when he was
a young age. He did the right thing by follow-
ing God and not turning away. Josiah hum-
bled himself before the Lord after he learned
that his country had been sinning in the
eyes of God. Because he was not afraid to
ask for help, he went to the prophetess
Huldah. Because of his faithfulhess, Josiah
was honored by God. Even though others in
his country later were punished for their
disobedience to God, Josiah was unhurt.
—Katie, Grade &

Youth prayer

Thank you, Lord, for giving us an example of a person
who followed you even though he was young. Lord,
please show us how to humble ourselves and follow
your way. Help us seek advice like Josiah.

—Katie, Grade 8

DAILY DEVOTIONS

(eflections.............

Monday—II Kings 17:27-28
Tuesday—Proverbs 1:8-9
Wednesday—Proverbs 5:13-14  Saturday—Galatians 6:2, 4-6

2

Thursday—Luke 2:43-46
Friday—John 3:1-2

Eplscopal Currictilum for Youth
Copyrighl ©1998 Virginia Theological Seminary and Morehouse Publishing
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' The future of the race marches
forward on the feet of little
children.

Phillips Brooks

 Ifyouth be a defect, it one that

| we outgrow only too soon.

James Russell Lowell

. Itis absurd to talk of the
ignorance of youth. The only
' people to whose opinions | listen
| now with any respect are people
| 'much younger than myself. They
seem in front of me.
| Oscar Wilde

For God’s sake, give me [young
people] who have brains enough
to make fools of [themselves].

' Robert Louis Stevenson
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For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

—Romans 8:38-39

8jglg 8y7 Jo fiojs Ul 181s04 S8|BYD

prayer

Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these
our supplications and prayers, and
dispose the way of your servants
towards the attainment of everlasting
salvation; that, among all the
changes and chances of this mortal
life, they may ever be defended by
your gracious and ready help;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Protection
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 832
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in my own wor

~voices

Esther is a brave woman to take

a stand for her country and the

lsraclite people. By believing in God,

Esther is given the courage to step

out in faith. She calls her people to

support her by fasting and praying ' Nothing but courage can guide life.
to God. Esther is willing to die for | Vauvenargues
these people and her belief in God. | il |

—Marco, Grade & | |
 Courage faces fear and thereby mas-

| ters it. Cowardice represses fear and
is lhorel:y mastered by it.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

‘True courage is not the bﬁital force
_ ni vulgar haruas, but the llrm msulva |

Youth prayer of virtue and reason.

Dear God,
Thank you for sending Esther to take a stand for her
beliefs and her people. Your encouragement has

Paul Whitehead

helped people like Esther and Martin Luther King, Jr. | |

take stands for their beliefs. Help us to be brave TN A e e 1 o o

enough to take a stand for our friends. Amen. The night is cold: my little spark

—NMarco, Grade 8 0f courage dies. The night is long

Be with me God and make me

strong.

(E EE \8“% ||\ British soldier in Tunisia, 1944

®0®00000CO0DO®OO®OO® |
Monday—Judges 12:2-3 Thursday—Psalm 46:1-3
Tuesday—Ruth 2:12 Friday—Acls 15:24-26

Wednesday—I Samuel 19:4-6 Saturday—Romans 16:3-4

2 Episcopal Curriculum for Youth
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“Who among us can live with the devouring fire?
Who among us can live with everlasting flames?”
Those who walk righteously and speak uprightly,
who despise the gain of oppression,
who wave away a bribe instead of accepling it,
who stop their ears from hearing of bloodshed
and shut their eyes from looking on evil, . . .
—Isaiah 33:14b-15

L O] [T v

prayer amiy cod. oy

your Holy Spirit
you have made us one with your
saints in heaven and on earth: Grant
that in our earthly pilgrimage we may
always be supported by this fellow-
ship of love and prayer, and know
ourselves to be surrounded by their
witness to your power and mercy. We
ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ,
in whom all our intercessions are
acceptable through the Spirit, and
who lives and reigns for ever and

ever. Amen.
Of a Saint
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 250
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ship his god.

beliefs.

in my own wor

Youth prayer

Dear God, help us to be strong and believe in you like
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Help us to learn
your ways so that we may trust in you and not worship
other gods. Teach us to have faith in you, shield us
from harm, and deliver us from evil. Amen.

DAILY DEVOTIONS

(e{ReHems.............

Thursday—Amos 4:11-12
Friday—Malachi 4:1-3
Saturday—Matthew 6:24

Monday—Deuteronomy 4:20
Tuesday—Psalm 51:11-14
Wednesday—Isaiah 48:9-10

COMMENTARY

In the story in Daniel, King
Nebuchadnezzar insists that Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego worship his
gods or face death in a fiery furnace. The
three men refused to worship the golden
idol, and were forced into the furnace.
When the furnace was opened again,
they hadn’t been harmed at all. They had
been saved by God's angel because they
had ighored the king’e command to wor-

We each should have faith that God will
take care of us and take risks for our

—Elizabeth, Grade 6

—Katherine, Grade 6

| Courage is the greatest of all the

: wr!ues because if you haven’t

it courage. you may not have an
upportunitv lo use any of the others.

"""" s,amUel Johnsani. il

The remarkable lhlng aboui Iaaring

God, is that when you fear God you
_ fear nothing else, whereas if you do
' not Iaar Gnd you fear everything
i ulsa Y

il 'Oswald'chambsm-
Fear is faithlessness.
\ George Macdonald

- '”-Nevér _fhf the “sake of peace énd
| Quiet” deny your convictions.

Dag Hammarksjold
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Thus says the Lord:
[ am going to restore the fortunes of the tents
of Jacob,
and have compassion on his dwellings;
the city shall be rebuilt upon its mound,
and the citadel set on its rightful site.
Out of them shall come thanksgiving,

and the sound of merrymakers.
—Jeremiah 30:18-19a

3igig 841 jo Lois Ul 81504 5alieyn

Heavenly Father, in
praver your Word you have
given us a vision of
that holy City to which the nations of the
world bring their glory: Behold and visit,
we pray, the cities of the earth. Renew
the ties of mutual regard which form our
civic life. Send us honest and able lead-
ers. Enable us to eliminate poverty,
prejudice, and oppression, that peace
may prevail with righteousness, and jus-
tice with order, and that men and
women from different cultures and with
differing talents may find with one
another the fulfillment of their humanity;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For Cities
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 825
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in my own wor

COMMENTARY

Before a person can motivate others,

he or she must be motivated. Good leaders must
be able to show their followers that they are willing
to do as much as they ask them to do and more.
The Bible shows us many great leaders and the
ways they motivated themeelves. For example, the
journey Ezra made from Babylon to Jerusalem was
not as easy as hopping in a plane or car. The jour-
ney took him four months, 120 days on foot. Ezra
was able to make the journey because his faith
was strong, and he used God as a motivating
force. Similarly Nehemiah used his faith in God and
his knowledge of Jewish beliefe to motivate the
lsraelites to rebuild their Holy City.

Just as leaders in the Bible used faith to motivate
people, we can use faith to motivate others. Feople
like Mother Teresa used her faith to give people
hope and comfort. We can do anything if God is
with us.

—-Creighton, Grade &

Youth prayer

Dear Lord,

Help us never to lose faith in you through good times
or bad times. Help us to be good leaders and to moti-
vate others. Give us the strength to guide others
towards goals for the common good. Help us to be
more like you every day. Amen.

—Creighton, Grade 8

DAILY DEVOTIONS

Thursday—Daniel 9:25
Friday—Ezekiel 36:8-11
Saturday—I Peler 2:4-6

Episcopal Curriculum for Youth
Copyright ©1998 Virginia Theological Seminary and Morchouse Publishing
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(B{IREHRRE. ...

Monday—Psalm 51:17-18
Tuesday—Isaiah 61:1-4
Wednesday—Jeremiah 9:10-11

il We are madplwpe nat hy Ihp recul-
| lantiuns of our past, butbythe

rasponsib:lltias of our future.
. Geome ﬂarnard srmw

AP we-.-.-.-m iha rnmre,

rememhering that soon it will be

i the past and we musl raspecl tha

past, remembering that once it was

: all that was Iwmanly possihla

Gearga Sangayana_- |

The promisa:l Iand guarantaes noth-

mg It s only an oppnrtunitv, nnt a
deliverance _
Shelby smle

' Lord, | want to be free of the pres-

sure to do great things in the world
by heing graal ln daing small lhings

Marian anm Edelman
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You are the light of the world. A city built on a
hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp
puls it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp-
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give

glory to your Father in heaven.
—Matthew 5:14-16

prayer

All you who stand near this mar-
velous and holy flame, pray with me
to God the Almighty

for the grace to sing the worthy
praise of this great light;

through Jesus Christ his Son our
Lord,

who lives and reigns with him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Easter Vigil
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 286
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God.

in my own wor

Youth prayer

Dear God,

COMMENTARY

In Il Maccabees 10:1-3, the Jews recovered
the temple that had been taken by their enemies.
They tore down the desecrated altars and rebuilt
an altar to God, offering incense and lighted
lamps along with the bread of the Presence.

lhcense, light, and bread are symbols of holiness.
During worship we sometimes burn incense, carry
candles, and use bread.

Light symbolizes God and love, while darkness is
associated with evil and fear. In Star Wars, the evil
Emperor wears a black robe. His second in com-
mand, Darth Vader, chose the dark side over light.
Luke Skywalker had to choose between the dark
side and light side. He chose light and goodness,
even though it was not the easy choice.

We face the same choices. We can choose to do
wrong, acting out of our fears. Or, we can choose
to love others and do right. Lighting the lamp and
candles represents the choice for good and for

—John, Grade 9

Thank you for light and the chance to choose your
side, the side of love. Even if we make the wrong
choices, thank you for always giving us another
chance to redeem ourselves and choose light. Amen.

DAILY DEVOTIONS

(E{lGEHR0E. ...

Thursday—Luke 11:34-36

Monday—Proverbs 4:18-19
Tuesday—Isaiah 60:1-3
Wednesday—Daniel 12:3

—John, Grade 9

Friday—Ephesians 5:8-9

Saturday—I Thessalonians 5:4-5
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voices

When | liberate others, | liberate

myself.
il Fannie Lou Hamer

Itis better to light one candle than
curse the darkness.
‘Motto of the Christopher Society

For as children tremble and fear
everything in the blind darkness, so
we in the light sometimes fear what
is no more to be feared than the
things children in the dark hold in
terror and imagine will come true.
Lucretius

We die when we refuse to stand up
for what is right. We die when we
refuse to take a stand for that which
is true. So we are going to stand up
right here. . . letting the world know
that we are determined to be free.
Martin Luther King, Jr.



