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Come with us to worship.
Come through the open door.
Come young and old, big and small,
to pray to God once more.

Come, open up our Prayer Book.
Sing hymns both new and old.
Join us as we gather
to hear God's story told.

Come, come, whenevef you can.
You are welcome all the time.
Come, pray with us and sing with us,
when you hear the church bells chime.



In church we see a graceful cross.
It hangs in silence there.
It helps us to remember
God's love is everywhere.

The cfoss you see in your church
may be wood or shining gold.
It helps you to rememberJesus
and the stories that he told.

Look for crosses all around-
high, high upon a steeple,
along the road, or on a wall,
of sometimes wofn by people.
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As he rode along, James sat on the edge
of his seat looking out the window. Soon
he would be able to see the cross on top
of the steeple. The cross would tell him
they were near the church.

On the way up the sidewalk, James
looked at the big wooden cross on the
door. It told him the church belonged to
God.
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Inside, James saw the big cross over
the altar. It shone softly in the light of the
candles. 

'When 
James looked at it, he

thought of the stories that he had heard
about Jesus.

James kept his eyes on the cross as he
knelt to pray with his family.

James thought about the cross even
when he was not in church. There was a
small wooden one in his room. His
mother wore one on a chain around her
neck. Every time he saw the cross, he
remembered how much God loved him.



As the church's doors are opened
and we walk to our pew,
the altat stands before us.
Oh! What a lovely view.

The altar is a special table
all hung with linens fine,
where the people gather 'round

to share holy bread and wine.

'We 
kneel before the altag

as we come to say a ptayef.
We know that God is with us.
'We 

are always in God's cafe.
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Sarah and Mary could not remember
when they had not received the bread
and wine with their families. It was their
favorite paft of the Holy Eucharist.

They listened patiently as prayers were
said and the Bible read. They liked to sing
along when the congregation sang the
hymns. (Sometimes they could find the
numbers in the Hymnal before the choir
began to sing.)
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They carefully placed their money in
the offering plate and watched as it was
carried up the aisle with the bread and
wine.

Then they saw the priest bless the
bread and the wine. They were glad they
could say the Lord's Prayer along with the
other people.

'When 
they heard the priest say, "The

gifts of God for the people of God," they
knew the time had come. Sarah and Mary
held their parents' hands as they walked
up the aisle and waited at the altar They
felt close to Jesus.

After church was over, Sarah and Mary
carried a special feeling of love home
with them.

l l



A little child has come today
to be baptized, by God's gface.
The family gathers around the font
and each one takes a place.

The water poured into the font
is so pure and clear.
The water is blessed; prayers are said
for Christ is present here.

\Uf/ith the priest's hand upon the head
as everyone pfays together,
the child is "sealed by the Holy Spirit"
and "mafked as Christ's own forever."
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David listened carefully as they stood
to hear the Gospel. The Gospel story was
always about Jesus. David liked hearing
about what Jesus said and did.

After the Gospel was finished, David
watched as the priest went to stand in
the pulpit and say a prayeL The pulpit
was a kind of box, higher than the floor.
The priest had to climb up a step or two
to get there. From the pulpit, the priest
would preach.

The priest often told stories about peG
ple who followed Jesus.
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As they walked out of the church,
David passed the baptismal font. He
touched the carving on its side.

He peeked and saw that the font was
like a bowl inside so it could hold the
water.

He remembered a baptism when the
priest poured water into the font.



The candles on the Holy Thble
shine with a special light.
They tell us God is present.
It is a wondrous sight.

The candles are a symbol
of something Jesus said:
"I am the way, the truth, the light:'
By these words we are led.

W"hen we light candles in our homes,
sometimes at dinner time,
the light of Christ is present there
in the flame that brightly shines.
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Rebecca looke d at the candles as they
were packed in the box. They were
big-bigger than the ones at home. The
wax was smooth and satiny.

Rebecca watched as her mother care_
fully took rhe candles from the box and
placed them in the shiny brass candle
holders. Then the candles were placed on
the altar fot the church service the next
day.
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"'$7hy do we put candles on the altar?,,
Rebecca asked.

"The candles remind us of what Jesus
said," her mother answered. ,Jesus told us
to remember that he is the light of the
wodd. If we followJesus we will have the
light of life."

Rebecca saw some different candles
and asked about them. ,,These are the
Advent candles,,' her mother said, pointing
to four that wefe just alike. ',Reinember
the Advent wreath before christmastime?

"This big white one is called the paschal
candle. we will light it on Easter eve. It
will be lit during the 50 days of Easter.,,

Rebecca thought the candles were
beautiful.
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I love to go into the church.
There are so many things to see
like flowers on the altar
arr.anged so carefully.

The windows are of colored glass.
The sun shines softly through.
It makes colored spots upon the floor
and on my clothes and shoes.

The banners made for all to see
archanging on the wall.
For Easter it's a giant lily;
for Pentecost, a dove so tall.
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John l istened to the words of the
hymn, "All things bright and beautiful."
He remembered the words from church
school, when he had learned the story of
Creation.

God created the stars, the moon, the
sun, and the earth. God created the ani-
mals and people, too. John looked around
the church. He found the window that
told the story.
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There were other story winOows, like
the one with Mary and Joseph, that told
of Jesus' birth. Another window showed
Jesus with children gathered around.
John liked to walk from window to win-
dow and tell the stories to himself.

The church was full of many bright and
beautiful things. John loved the windows,
the flowers, the candles, the pulpit and
the font, and the banners that the chil-
dren had made.

People have created lots of wonderful
things. They put them in the church to
give praise to God.
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