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The Feast of All Saints is not only a baptismal feast day, but also an appropriate time to recognize, 

support, and bless those who are in the process of faith formation to be baptized, confirmed, or received 

into the Episcopal Church later in the liturgical year.  

 

The following Rite of Acceptance and Welcome, was created by an ecumenical working group that is part 

of the effort of Journey to Baptismal Living www.journeytobaptism.org to promote the Catechumenate. 

(You have permission and encouragement to use it.) The rite is intended to invite the whole congregation 

to participate in the intentional formation to prepare people for baptism and related affirmations. This rite 

may be done before or in place of the Creed if there are no Baptisms. It may also be done following the 

opening Collect before the Liturgy of the Word. 

 

Note: 

AM = Assisting Minister (lay leader, deacon, or assisting priest)    

PM= Presiding Minister of the liturgy 

 

 

PART #1: Welcoming Seekers or Candidates  

AM: (addressing the community) 

The Holy Spirit has led these people here today seeking to hear the Word of God with us. Let us all turn 

towards XXX to welcome them here.  

(The PM moves to the appropriate threshold of the assembly–along with the assisting minister (AM) and 

maybe a few people from the last few seats whom s/he asks to open the doors if there are any.)  

PM: (addressing each seeker in turn) What is your name?     

Seeker: (states name)  

PM: What are you seeking? 

Seeker: (responds in their own words, or words such as “to know Christ,” “new life in Jesus,” “to grow in 

my Christian faith,” “to hear God’s word”)  

(When all have answered, the PM addresses them all.)  

PM: In the name of Christ this community welcomes you here today.          

AM: Come, join us in God’s household!  
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PART #2 Instruction to the Hearers and Mutual Promises – in the front or 

center of the community                                       
[The primary symbol here is the community which calls the seekers to their first commitment and then 

promises them mutual support.]  

 
(The seekers are escorted with sponsors (members of the congregation selected to accompany their 

formation) and catechist (person(s) who will offer instruction in the faith) up to the front/center where 

they stand, facing the community with their sponsors behind them and the catechist to the side.)  

(Music! A song or refrain of welcome/reception would be appropriate.)  

AM: (gestures for all to be seated)  

PM: (standing in front, addressing the seekers) 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the 

light of life.”  

You have been drawn to Christ’s light, 

and the way of the Gospel lies open before you.  

Journey with us and learn to trust Christ. 

Grow to believe in him with all your heart. 

Jesus will show you how to love God and to love your neighbor and will lead you to the fullness of life.  

And so, I ask each of you:  

PM: (addressing each seeker in turn) NN, do you turn to Jesus?     

Seeker: I turn to Jesus.  

 

PM: NN, do you seek Jesus as your Teacher?  

Seeker: I seek Jesus.  

 

PM: NN, will you follow Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life?    

Seeker: I will follow Jesus. 

 

PM: (addressing the catechist) NN, their teacher, do you affirm that these seekers sincerely wish to  

follow Christ? 

Catechist: I do.  

PM: (addressing the sponsors) Sponsors, will you be the faithful companions of these seekers as they seek 

to grow in faith? 

Sponsors: Yes, I will with God’s help. 

PM: (turning to address the congregation) Sisters and brothers, if you are also willing to help these 

seekers learn to follow Jesus, please answer: Yes, I am ready! (Music?)  
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PM: With the Spirit’s help and God’s grace, are you ready to help N&N come to know and follow Jesus? 

All: Yes, I am ready! (Music?)  

 

PM: Are you ready to care for them with your prayers and fellowship?            

All: Yes, I am ready! (Music?)  

 

PM: Are you ready to support them with the witness of your Christian life?    

All: Yes, I am ready! (Music?)  

 

PM: (addressing the seekers) God’s grace and mercy have brought you here and given you the desire to 

follow Jesus! Today your teachers, sponsors, and the whole community have promised their support. 

We welcome you now to hear with us the Word of God!  

(applause)  

AM: Now receive the sign of Christ’s way of life.  

 

PART #3 Marking with the Sign of the Cross  
[The primary symbol here is the act of marking of the seekers with the cross along with the words both of 

the PM and of the community. The refrain is best if it addresses the hearers directly as a call to come to 

know Christ. The Marking is positioned here to prepare them to hear the Word of God with the 

community.]  

 
AM: (addressing the sponsors) 

Sponsors, please stand beside your seeker and turn to face them, in order to mark them with the sign of 

the cross of Jesus Christ.  

PM: Receive the sign of the cross on your forehead, + 

It is Jesus Christ himself who now strengthens you with this sign of his love. Learn to know and      

follow him.                                                                        

All: Musical refrain  

PM: Receive the + cross on your ears, that you may hear the gospel of Christ, the word of life. 

All: Musical refrain 

PM: Receive the + cross on your eyes, that you may see the light of Christ, illumination for your way. 

All: Musical refrain 

PM: Receive the + cross on your lips, that you may sing the praise of Christ, the joy of the church. 

All: Musical refrain 

PM: Receive the + cross on your heart, that Christ may dwell there by faith.    

All: Musical refrain 

 

PM: Receive the + cross on your shoulders, that you may bear the gentle yoke of Christ. 

All: Musical refrain 
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PM: Receive the + cross on your hands, that Christ’s mercy may be known in your work. 

All: Musical refrain 

PM: Receive the + cross on your feet, that you may walk in the way of Christ in your faith journey. 

All: Musical refrain 

PM: Let us stand and pray.  

Merciful and most high God, Creator and Life-giver of all that is, you have called all people from 

darkness into light, from error into truth, from death into life.  

We ask you: grant grace to [names] and bless them. Raise them by your Spirit. Revive them by your word. 

Form them by your hand.  

Bring our seekers to the water of life, and to the bread and cup of blessing, that with all your people they 

may bear witness to your grace and praise you for-ever through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.  

 

PART #4 Presentation of the Bible  
[The primary symbols here are not just the Book but the act of hearing it with the community.] 
 

(A catechist presents a Bible to each seeker.)  

 
AM: Receive this Bible. Learn and tell its stories. Discover its mysteries. Honor its commandments. 

Rejoice in its good news. May God’s life-giving word, sweeter than honey, inspire you and make         

you wise.  

Now join us in hearing God’s Word.  (Omit this if the Rite is done in place of the Creed) 

At this point, the seekers may return to their places to be seated as the liturgy progresses. Optionally, they 

may be dismissed using the following format. 

 

 

DISMISSAL with Blessing 
(The act of dismissal continues the ancient practice of catechumens and hearers/seekers being sent for 

further learning rather than staying to participate in the Eucharist. They receive a full Trinitarian 
blessing from both the pastor and the congregation, as they are now understood to be attached to the 

whole body, even if not yet fully members incorporate of it.)  

 

PM: Candidates and sponsors, go forth with the blessing of our Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

Congregation:  and with our blessing. Amen.  

(The hearers and sponsors may be dismissed to their formational group for reflection and prayer about 

what has happened today and the journey that now lies ahead.)  
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