EUAETLII%ED Baptismal Feast Day Resources
Celebrating the Saints Among Us

Purpose:
To help individuals and communities recognize and celebrate the contributions various saints have made
or are making in their lives. (Note: we are defining saints as any Christian on earth or in heaven.)

Concept:
Naming the saints and writing icons

Activity:

e Sit down with a favorite beverage in a quiet place and clear your mind. Invite the Holy Spirit to
bring to mind the faces and names of those Christians who, during your life, helped you
grow into the person you are today. Here are some questions to help you get started:

1. Who do you remember first telling you about Jesus? What did that interaction look like?

2. Who presented you for baptism, and who baptized you? What do you know about that event?

3. Who are some of the people who have helped you grow in your faith or were models for you along the
way? How did they contribute to your growth?

Who are the Christian writers who have helped you grow closer to God, and how did they help?

Who are some of the people who have shown you hospitality? How did they do that?

Who are some of the people who have prayed with you or for you?

Who are some of the people who helped support the church where you worship? (It takes all kinds of
people to make a church feel like iz’s your place. Some of them are visible, and most are not. Who are
those people who have made your church or churches your place?)
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e Writing an Icon for one or more of the saints in your life.
An icon is an image of God seen in a holy figure. It is used as an invitation to prayer. It is a prompt to
remember, respect, and give thanks to God for a person’s life and witness. The saints painted on traditional
icons draw us closer to the heart of God. In traditional iconography, the creation of an icon is a prayerful
process called “writing an icon.”

One way to create a simple icon is to mount a picture of an honored person on a sheet of tagboard, write the
saint’s name, and then a few lines about how they made a difference in your life.

Another way to make an icon is to think of a symbol that might represent the saint and another symbol or
two that would remind you of what they did in your life. Then put those together in a visual form to
celebrate the life of that saint.

These icons could be displayed somewhere in the parish to remind and celebrate God’s gifts among us.
(Such an exhibit is especially appropriate for the commemaoration of All Souls and All Saints’ Days.)
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Saints Among Us

Name

Brief description of what this person contributed to your development as a follower of Jesus.







