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MAKING AN IMPACT
As Episcopalians, we celebrate the 
catholicity of our faith when we 
gather together as the people of 
God around word and sacrament. 
We center ourselves on the presence 
of the risen Lord and in doing so 
our eyes are turned upwards and 

outwards to the divine Communion we experience and 
to which we are called. The call to worship is the call to 
communion with Christ and with sisters and brothers. The 
Anglican Communion matters, therefore, because it is our 
historic way into deeper worship, deeper fellowship, and 
deeper formation.

Diocesan and congregational leadership is hard work.  
In the Episcopal Church, hardworking women and men 
strive to serve, often with limited resources, to keep the 
operation going. Making the pastoral visit, preparing the 
sermon, and keeping an outreach ministry going are real 
achievements. It takes time and effort to be intentional 
about our identity and vocation in the wider Church and 
Anglican Communion.

One of our roles at Virginia Theological Seminary is to 
do some of those things that dioceses and congregations 
cannot do. We seek to do these things as a representative 
of the distinctive ethos of the Episcopal Church. And the 
worldwide Anglican Communion matters. The Anglican 
Communion matters theologically because the body of 
Christ is not simply Episcopalians or just Americans; it 
matters academically because transformative scholarship is 
always intercultural; it matters sociologically because there 
are thousands of congregations across the Communion, 
which are the best vehicles for education and the alleviation 
of poverty; and it matters for our self-perception—we might 
be less than 1 percent of the population of the United States, 
but globally we are part of the third largest Christian family.

Our Center for Anglican Communion Studies was 
the brainchild of my predecessor, Dean Richard Reid. 
Supported by Bishop Peter James Lee and Dean Martha 
Horne, this resource for the Episcopal Church came into 
its own 20 years ago. We have celebrated this important 
milestone with visits to the campus from the Secretary 
General of the Anglican Communion, Archbishop Josiah 
Idowu-Fearon, and the 27th Presiding Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, the Most Rev. Michael Curry. This 

has run parallel with the Center’s normal work: research, 
consultation, and publications; sabbatical opportunities to 
guests from the Communion; opportunities for students to 
participate in lunches and discussions about Communion 
issues; supporting our students from the Communion in our 
midst; and to oversee the cross-cultural education programs 
to Israel, Tanzania, El Salvador, Myanmar, and beyond.

The Center’s presence makes sure that the Communion is an 
ever present reality. When the Rev. Barney Hawkins, Ph.D. 
was director of the Center, we were the only Episcopal 
seminary to have a booth in the marketplace at Lambeth 
2008, where we had more than 80 bishop alumni and 
alumnae in attendance. We were pleased when Archbishop 
Rowan Williams asked Bishop Mark Dyer to serve on the 
Windsor Commission; we were delighted that the Rev. A. 
Katherine Grieb, Ph.D. served on the Covenant Group; 
and we are looking forward to the results of our current 
Director, the Rev. Robert Heaney, Ph.D., D.Phil., who is 
part of the design group planning Lambeth 2020. In all 
cases, our faculty serve as persons who love the Episcopal 
Church and seek to bring our distinctive perspective to the 
conversation with the wider Communion.

Despite all of the fears that the Communion would 
disintegrate, the Communion remains strong. Despite all 
of the fears that the Episcopal Church would be driven 
out, the Episcopal Church is still there. And in all this, the 
Seminary seeks to play its part. Happy birthday to our 
20-year-old center. Thank you for everything you do. 

Finally, in this issue, we celebrate our graduates. Once 
again, our graduates include women and men who will 
return to serve the wider Church and Anglican Communion. 
From Tanzania to Ghana to Myanmar, our international 
graduates bring their formation to serve the church. In the 
end, it is the relationships, the connections, and the lives 
formed here on the campus which are the most visible parts 
of our witness in the Communion. 

Yours in Christ,

 
 
 
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.  
Dean and President

FROM THE DEAN



“Despite all of the fears that the Communion would disintegrate, the 
Communion remains strong. Despite all of the fears that the Episcopal 
Church would be driven out, the Episcopal Church is still there. And in all 
this, the Seminary seeks to play its part. Happy birthday to our 20-year-old 
Center for Anglican Communion Studies. Thank you for everything you do.”

Clockwise: The design group planning Lambeth 2020, 
including Robert Heaney; the four team leads for the 
Building Dialogue project, each representing one of the four 
institutions: Ernest Ndahani for Msalato Theological College 
(Tanzania), Annie Fredericks Cooper for Cuttington University 
(Liberia), Robert Heaney (VTS team), and Susan Lukens 
for St. George’s College (Jerusalem); the Secretary General, 
Archbishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon, being interviewed during his 
recent visit.
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Lisa Kimball Receives Award at General Convention 2018
Lisa Kimball, Ph.D., associate dean of Lifelong Learning at 
VTS, received the 2018 Hero of Camping Ministry Award 
from the House of Bishops during General Convention 
2018 in Austin, Texas, for her work with Camps and 
Conference Centers.

“I commend to you the issues of access and support for 
our Camp and Conference Ministries. For some cultural 
communities, going to summer camp is not a normative 
experience,” said Kimball. “So for us to assume that 
everyone wants to go, or understands the benefit thereof, is 
naive. But, there are ways for us to invite people into that 
experience appropriately.”

Kimball continued, “As we practice the way of love, may 
we practice it deeply in community. In places of retreat 
and mutual regard, that I would call Episcopal Camps and 
Conference Centers. So, thank you for this award. I’m very 
honored.”

Founded in 1989, the mission of Episcopal Camps and 
Conference Centers is to sustain and enhance the ministry of 
all camps and conference centers of the Episcopal Church.

FACULTY NEWS

“As we practice the way of love, may we 
practice it deeply in community. In places of 
retreat and mutual regard, that I would call 
Episcopal Camps and Conference Centers.”

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH PANOX-LEACH

Staff members from Episcopal Camps and Conference Centers from around the Episcopal Church, gather with friends, family, supporters, 
and VTS colleagues to celebrate Lisa Kimball, Ph.D. as she receives the 2018 Hero of Camping Award at the 79th General Convention.
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FACULTY NEWS

Publications
THE HEBREW BIBLE: FEMINIST AND 
INTERSECTIONAL PERSPECTIVES
Featuring the Rev. Melody Knowles, Ph.D. 
and the Rev. Judy Fentress-Williams, Ph.D.
(Fortress Press, 2018)

This volume highlights key issues in the 
Hebrew Scriptures from the perspective 

of top feminist biblical scholars. This includes 
historical, critical, and literary textual analysis and exegesis, 
particularly as viewed through feminist and intersectional 
interpretive lenses. Intersectional lenses include the racial/
ethnic, class, Global South, postcolonial, and so forth, and 
their interconnections with gender.

The Hebrew Bible: Feminist and Intersectional Perspectives 
includes work from two VTS professors: the Rev. Melody 
Knowles, Ph.D., vice president of Academic Affairs, and 
the Rev. Judy Fentress-Williams, Ph.D., professor of Old 
Testament. Together they contributed a substantial essay 
to the book called “Affirming and Contradicting Gender 
Stereotypes.” The chapter starts with female protagonists—
Ruth and Esther—then moves to women and sexuality, 
with particular focus on Song of Songs and Ben Sira, then 
the wisdom books—Proverbs, Job, Wisdom of Solomon—
followed by the Psalms. The chapter concludes with 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and 1–2 Maccabees. 

ISSUES IN PRAYER BOOK REVISION, 
VOLUME 1
Edited by the Rev. Robert Prichard, Ph.D.
(Church Publishing, 2018)

The Standing Commission on Liturgy 
and Music sought input from multiple 
sources following the charge of the General 

Convention of 2015 to present a plan for the revision 
of the Book of Common Prayer to the 2018 Convention. 
While the individual chapters of this volume raise a variety 
of issues, they share a common assumption that one of the 
sources of information for the Standing Commission and 
the Church in its deliberations ought to be the community 
of academically trained liturgical scholars. The hope of this 
volume is to open a conversation across the church that will 
continue in the future. Audience: Those interested in the 
prospect of Prayer Book revision.

The Rev. Robert W. Prichard, Ph.D., the Arthur Lee 
Kinsolving Professor of Christianity in America, and 

Instructor in Liturgics, has been teaching liturgy at Virginia 
Theological Seminary since 1979. While his primary 
publications have been in church history, he has contributed 
articles to journals and collections about the liturgy. 
Prichard has been a General Convention deputy since 2006 
and has twice served on the General Convention’s Joint 
Committee on Liturgy and Music. At the convention of 
2015, he served as one of the two secretaries of that body.

REDEEMING DEMENTIA: SPIRITUALITY, 
THEOLOGY, AND SCIENCE 
Dorothy Linthicum and Janice Hicks ’17
(Church Publishing, November 17, 2018)

Through information, resources, and 
examples, Linthicum and Hicks provide a 
synthesis of ideas from theology, science, 
and spirituality on aging and dementia, a 

specter that haunts many, either as a fear for the future or 
as lived reality with a loved one. Dementia has been called 
the “theological disease” because it affects so much of 
how we define our humanity: language, long-term memory, 
and ability to plan the future. The church has a role in 
bringing hope and shepherding the spiritual journeys of 
people with dementia and their families. Beginning with 
current theological models of personhood, concepts about 
the self and spirituality are explored through the latest 
research in medicine and neuroscience as well as from 
work on spirituality and aging. The final chapter focuses 
on narratives of successful programs in churches and 
retirement communities designed to minister to people with 
dementia alongside their families and caregivers. 

Dorothy Linthicum, an instructor in the Center for the 
Ministry of Teaching at VTS, has studied and taught courses 
and workshops about older adult spirituality and ministry  
at the seminary, conferences, and diocesan events. Her 
writing on older adults and aging has appeared in “The 
Seasons of Adult Formation” and a special issue of Lifelong 
Faith Journal.

Janice Hicks ’17, a former chemist, is a deacon candidate 
in the Episcopal Diocese of Washington and a chaplain-in-
training. She received grants from the Episcopal Evangelism 
Society to research the U.K.’s Dementia Friendly Church 
movement and develop a similar program of resources and 
ministry for U.S. churches. She gives workshops on dementia 
and has a website, www.spiritualityanddementia.org. 



From left: The Rev. Jon Musser ’17, the Very Rev. Ian Markham, Ph.D., 
Kathryn Glover, M.P.A., SHRM-SCP, and the Rev. David Gortner, Ph.D. 
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VTS Helps Lead the Way for 
Living Wage Equality
Virginia Theological Seminary announced this summer 
a partnership with the Virginia Interfaith Center for 
Public Policy to launch a new economic justice effort. 
This initiative will certify employers in the City of 
Alexandria that pay workers about twice the hourly 
wage required by federal law. Recognizing these 
employers using window stickers and publicity will 
build customer loyalty and apply social pressure on 
other businesses.

The Rev. David Gortner, Ph.D., associate dean of 
Church and Community Engagement at Virginia 
Seminary, and co-chair Kim Bobo, the Richmond-
based executive director of the Virginia Interfaith 
Center, said their effort was based on a successful program in North Carolina.

“Over time, we can help raise the floor in Richmond, Alexandria, and hopefully 
other communities across the state,” Bobo said at a kickoff event where three 
organizations in Alexandria—Fibre Space, Business Management Associates 
and VTS—were certified for reaching this standard. 

“People matter,” said the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D., dean and 
president of VTS. “It is a part of our Gospel witness that our salary is fair and 
appropriate. We are grateful for this recognition.”

The cost of living in the Washington, D.C. region makes it nearly impossible 
for individuals receiving the federal minimum wage that is required in Virginia 
($7.25 per hour) to earn a living wage. 

Alexandria’s program uses a three-tier system (gold $15.70 per hour; silver 
$14.13 per hour; aspirational $11.23 per hour). Employers are encouraged 
to submit applications for certification in order to qualify. Organizers are 
considering increasing levels of certification because several business owners 
in Alexandria are already paying the $15.70 per hour required for top-level 
certification.

“I am delighted that VTS is both supporting this initiative and is leading the 
way in offering a living wage to our employees,” said Kathryn Glover, M.P.A., 
SHRM-CP, vice president for Administration and Institutional Effectiveness.

Gortner and Bobo hope to launch additional initiatives across the state, 
including Charlottesville, Harrisonburg, Blacksburg, and perhaps Arlington 
County.

To learn more about Church and Community Engagement, please visit  
www.vts.edu/ChurchAndCommunity.

ON HOLY HILL

Church of the 
Resurrection
This summer, the neighboring 
congregation at Church of the 
Resurrection, under the leadership 
of the Rev. Jo J. Belser ’12, began 
worshipping in Immanuel Chapel as 
their current building is converted 
to affordable housing units and a 
new church. A diverse and inclusive 
faith community, the Church of 
the Resurrection has a long history 
of supporting social justice in the 
community of Alexandria and in 
the Diocese. They have helped to 
provide adequate housing and food 
for low income people.



Sarah Stonesifer (center) with her parents, the Rev. Dr. John 
DeWitt Stonesifer ’84 and Susan Stonesifer, attend the VTS 
dinner at the LBJ Presidential Library in Austin, TX.
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Sarah Stonesifer Elected to the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church
At the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, 
Sarah Stonesifer, manager of operations and Digital 
Missioner for Lifelong Learning, was elected, with the 
highest vote count, to the Executive Council of the 
Episcopal Church.

The Executive Council of the Episcopal Church is an elected 
body representing the whole church. Meeting quarterly, they 
have the duty to carry out programs and policies adopted 
by General Convention and to oversee the ministry and 
mission of the Episcopal Church. The Executive Council is 
comprised of 20 members elected by General Convention 
(four bishops, four priests or deacons, and 12 lay leaders) 
and 18 members elected by Episcopal provinces. Their 
terms are for six years.

 

ON HOLY HILL

Deep Calls to Deep: Nurturing Preaching Passion
Deep Calls to Deep, a year-long program for mid-career 
clergy, nourishes the passion for preaching through voice and 
embodiment work and through deepening their connection 
to the Holy Spirit. This year’s residency ran from June 10 
through June 15, and included classes, cohort sessions, 
lectures, and panel discussions, led by the Rev. Ruthanna B 
Hooke Ph.D., associate dean of Chapel and the associate 
professor of Homiletics; the Rev. Mark Jefferson, visiting 
assistant professor of Homiletics; and the Rev. Anne M. 
Turner, program coordinator of Deep Calls to Deep. Special 
guests included the Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Bishop Suffragan 

of the Diocese of Virginia; the Very Rev. Troy Mendez ’09, 
dean of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Phoenix, AZ; the Rev. 
Catroina Laing, associate rector at the Church of the Epiphany 
in Washington, D.C.; the Rev. Ellen Davis, Ph.D., Amos Ragan 
Kearns Professor of Bible and Practical Theology at Duke 
Divinity School; the Rev. Ramelle McCall ’11, urban missioner 
for the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland; and the Rev. Melanie 
Mullen ’12, director of Reconciliation, Justice, and Creation 
Care for the Episcopal Church (pictured).

For more information, please visit deepcallstodeepvts.org.



The Rev. Ross Kane, Ph.D., director of  
Doctoral Programs, with guest lecturer Keith 
Egan, Ph.D., T.O.C.
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During the first week of August, 41 new students arrived on the VTS 
campus. (It should be noted that VTS also welcomed seven additional 
students this past January, bringing our total incoming class size to 48.) 
Eagerly awaiting their arrival was a group of Academic Affairs and Student 
Life (AA&SL) staff, faculty, and student organizers who planned the 
Orientation and August Term activities, as well as middlers and seniors who 
volunteered to serve as new student mentors. With so many people moving 
in at once, all hands were on deck to help carry furniture, answer questions, 
monitor children, and provide smiles and good cheer. 

An especially warm welcome was coordinated for our international students, 
most of whom have never lived in the United States before: four members 
of the incoming class traveled from their home countries of Haiti, Sri Lanka, 
and Tanzania, while four others are now living in the U.S. but were born 
in Cuba, the Dominican Republic, South Sudan, and the United Kingdom. 
While these students will be studying across cultures, their international 
perspectives will be a true gift to our domestic students as well as faculty 
and staff. With 22 men and 18 women, the class is nearly even between the 
sexes, with the ages of its members ranging 50 years, from 22 to 72. From 
a program perspective, two-thirds of the class is pursuing the Master in 
Divinity degree on the path to ordination. Six students will earn the Master 
of Arts degree, and six more are here for the one-year Anglican Studies 
program. One student will earn the Diploma in Theology while completing 
her CPE work in hopes of becoming a hospital chaplain. 

While this year was similar to others and featured the usual Orientation/
August Term highlights (the first evening Eucharist and Picnic Dinner, Ice 
Cream Social, Labor Day Picnic, SPIRIT events, etc.), there were also some 
departures from tradition. Much effort went into revising orientation 
processes in response to past feedback, and we hope the changes will allow 
new students to have a more dynamic academic immersion in their first 
days at VTS. And Three King-Mitchell Merit Scholarships were awarded to 
members of the incoming class; these grants of up to $5,000 are offered in 
addition to need-based financial aid and are now renewable for all years of 
study at VTS.

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS & STUDENT LIFE

DOCTORAL PROGRAM 
SUMMER RESIDENCY
Within weeks after Commencement, 
the Holy Hill comes alive again with 
the three-week residency of doctoral 
students. This year the campus 
welcomed 35 students for a residency 
that combines intensive coursework, 
worship, and fellowship. About 30 
more doctoral students have already 
completed their summer residencies 
and are writing their doctoral theses at 
home.

“Our doctoral students are remarkable 
people,” said the Rev. Ross Kane, Ph.D., 
director of Doctoral Programs. “They 
serve the Church as parish priests, 
school chaplains, hospital chaplains, and 
in many other ministries. Amid these 
demanding schedules, they carve out 
time for the demands of doctoral work.”

One highlight of this year’s program 
was a lecture given by Professor Keith 
Egan, a renowned scholar in Christian 
Spirituality at Notre Dame, who 
presented “The Erotic Poetry of Saint 
John of the Cross” on June 26 as part of 
the Seminary’s Reinicker Lecture series. 

To learn more about our doctoral 
programs, visit www.vts.edu/doctoral.

A Fresh Start with August Term      by Derek Greten-Harrison, Director of Admissions and Financial Aid
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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS & STUDENT LIFE

As with every incoming class, our cohort of new students represents a 
diverse assortment of backgrounds, professions, interests, and goals. 
One M.Div. student is a physician assistant who wishes to pursue a bi-
vocational ministry in addiction medicine; another seeks to become a 
priest in the Episcopal Church and lead congregations in his native Dinka 
language; one has worked for five years as a national security analyst; two 
have spent more than a decade in communications and marketing, one for 
an Episcopal school and the other for a regional theater company; another 
student is a massage therapist; one is a television producer; several have 
worked as youth ministers in parishes prior to coming to VTS; one M.A. 
student is an opera and baseball lover who worked as a lawyer and not-
for-profit CEO; and one former preparatory school teacher will do his 
Anglican year at VTS as a means to pursue parish ministry. That’s just the 
tip of the iceberg.

After the relative quiet on campus during the summer months, this group of 
enthusiastic students has brought new life and fresh perspective to VTS, and 
we are grateful for their presence. They will enhance our community life 
for a long time to come, and will witness and influence much change at the 
Seminary during their tenure here. It will be fascinating 
and exciting to see how these amazing people engage 
each other—and us—as they are formed at VTS.

VTS HUB
On Wednesday, August 6, the 
community was introduced to the  

“VTS Hub,” a new online password 
protected portal (replacing “MyVTS”) 
where students, faculty, and staff 
can access the software, tools, and 
community information they need. 
These include the online catalog for 
Bishop Payne Library, the Student 
Information System, the new Learning 
Management System, and the 
Seminary’s Master Calendar. 

Beautifully designed and structured, 
the VTS Hub also gives employees, 
students, and others access to the 
community information sites and 
tools connected with their user role, 
containing forms, announcements, 
policies, guides, events, departmental 
resources, and much more. 

A Fresh Start with August Term      by Derek Greten-Harrison, Director of Admissions and Financial Aid
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COMMENCEMENT
On Thursday, May 17, 2018, Virginia Theological 
Seminary celebrated our 195th Commencement. Sixty 
students, representing more than 25 dioceses and eight 
different countries, were awarded degrees of Master in 
Divinity, Master of Arts, Doctor of Ministry, Diploma in 
Theology, and Diploma in Anglican Studies.

“Commencement is a day of great hope for the Church and 
for the Episcopal Church,” said Dean Markham. “Lay and 
ordained leadership set forth from the campus to serve the 
people, to preach the Gospel, and to be there in human 
lives at the hardest and happiest times. Let us pray for this 
group of graduates from Virginia Theological Seminary.”

The commencement address was given by the Rev. Barbara 
Brown Taylor D.D. ’01, New York Times best-selling 
author, teacher, and Episcopal priest.

“Like all Christians I have a hard time with conflict,” 
Taylor told the Class of 2018 in her sermon which tackled 

politics, divisions, and conflict. “Even Jesus’ teachings 
take conflict for granted. You can’t love an enemy who 
is not there; turning the other cheek requires someone to 
slap you first.... The very existence of these teachings tell 
us that Jesus knew conflict would be a regular part of his 
followers’ lives and that they needed to know they had 
choices about how to handle those occasions, otherwise 
they would only be able to find two gears: idle and attack.” 

This year, VTS conferred the Degree of Doctor of Humane 
Letters, honoris causa, to Canon Rosalie Simmonds 
Ballentine, Esq., the Episcopal Church lay representative 
on the Anglican Consultative Council.

Virginia Seminary also conferred the Degree of Doctor in 
Divinity, honoris causa, to the Rev. John Nelson Wall, Jr. 
Ph.D., professor of English Literature at North Carolina 
State University.

The entire service is archived on our YouTube channel.

2018
Master in Divinity graduates 

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y 

S
H

AW
N

 E
VE

LY
N

 ‘1
9

.



www.vts.edu  |  Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine 13

MASTER IN DIVINITY
Robert Wesley Arning
William Michael Baker
Stephen John Batten
Richard Christian Bauer
Lisa Ashley Bornt
Anna Lynn Broadbent 
Robert Monroe Bunker
William Thomas Campbell
David Patrick Casey
Gerald DeWayne Cope Sr.
Charles Robison Cowherd
Joshua Timothy Kenyon Daniel
Cornelia K. Eaton
Nicholas James Evancho
Marlene Eudora Forrest
Jenifer Chestora Gamber
David Michael Goldberg
Roberta Ann Kraft
Kyle Christopher Mackey
Robert Grant Mansfield
Mary Alexandra Matthews
Michaelene M. Miller
Marcea E. Cooper Paul
Adam Pierce
Robert Christopher Rodgers
Gregory Seme
Anna Colleen Shine
Stephen Andrew Shortess
Halim Adel Shukair
Darren F. Steadman
Jeffrey Neal Stevenson
Veronika E. Travis
Kathleen Denise Walker
Seldon Matthew Walker
Michael D. Whitnah
Dina E. Widlake
Sharon E. Williams

MASTER OF ARTS
Norbert Kweku Ayeebo
Flamel Durán Svelti
Martha S. Korienek
Pearson Yoram Nhayo
Cynthia Erin Reese
Joseph Downing Thompson, Jr.

POST-GRADUATE DIPLOMA  
IN THEOLOGY 
Patti Luann Sachs

POST-GRADUATE DIPLOMA  
IN ANGLICAN STUDIES
Lauren Danielle Helen Grubaugh
Emily Judin Krudys
Alice Sherman Sawyer
Shayna Jamillah Watson

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY
Robert Andrew Becker
Jenny Frazier Call
Alexandra Kennan Conrads
Fadi B. Diab
Robert Daniel Flanagan
Diane Walton Hendricks
Paul Randall Moore
Mwape Barbara Musonda-Chilombo
Mary Kathryn Norton
James Larkin Pahl Jr.
Adam Thomas Trambley
Dena Bearl Whalen

DOCTOR OF HUMANE 
LETTERS
Canon Rosalie Simmonds 
Ballentine, Esq. 

DOCTOR IN DIVINITY
The Rev. Dr. John Nelson Wall, Jr. 

VTS Congratulates the Class of 2018

* Degree to be conferred upon 
completion of final requirement

Commencement speaker Barbara Brown Taylor. Her entire 
address is available on the VTS YouTube channel.

Doctoral graduates
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SCENE AT VTS
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      3       4

      8       9

    12

1 Michaelene Miller, Anna Broadbent, Professor Katherine Grieb, and Anna Shine  2 Professor 
Lisa Kimball and Cornelia Eaton  3 Topher Rodgers, Jenifer Gamber, and DeWayne Cope   
4 Dina Widlake and William Campbell  5 Dean Markham with honorary degree recipient, the 
Rev. Dr. John Nelson Wall, Jr.  6 Master of Arts graduates  7 The Rev. Alyse Viggiano ’17   
8 Kathy Walker, Professor Joe Thompson, Professor Allison St. Louis, and Gregory Seme  9 Kyle 
Mackey and Veronika Travis  10 Marcea Paul and Grant Mansfield  11 Professor Emeritus Lloyd 
A. “Tony” Lewis, Jr. ’72 and the Rev. Canon Jean Batiste ’14  12 Post-Graduate Diplomas in 
Anglican Studies and Theology recipients  13 Sharon Williams and Professor Judy Fentress-
Williams  14 Honorary degree recipient Canon Rosalie Simmonds Ballentine, Esq. and Board 
Chair David Charlton  15 Anna Broadbent and Professor Mark Jefferson
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by Linda L. Dienno, Vice President for Institutional Advancement

At Virginia Theological Seminary, the 
Kreitler name runs like a thread of 
organically grown cotton through our 
programs designed to care for all God 
created.

For 10 years—since 2008—the 
Kreitler Environmental Fund has 
helped strengthen the Seminary’s 
ability to teach seminarians and 
the broader community about the 
environment. The fund supports 
initiatives such as lectures, fellowships, 
and scholarships.

While many in the Kreitler family 
helped establish the fund, creative 
ideas from the Rev. Canon Peter 
Gwillim Kreitler ’69, help ensure that 
caring for God’s creation is front and 
center for the Seminary. 

Most recently, Canon Kreitler asked 
for support inviting clergy to engage 
through sermon-writing with Earth 
Day, the day set aside to laser-focus 
attention on the continuing collapse 
of creation. Held annually on April 22 
since 1970, the 2018 theme focused 
on ending plastic pollution. Using our 
Alumni eNews as an environmentally 
friendly mechanism, we extended 
his invitation to all in our database. 
While the notice was short, the interest 
was strong, and we received amazing 
sermons. 

Top honors are awarded to the Rev. 
Marek Zabriskie, followed by the Rev. 
Canon Jan Naylor Cope D.Min. ’13, 
and the Rev. Robert (Bob) Flanagan ’03,  
D.Min. ’18. Their complete sermons are 
available online and will be published 

in a booklet that VTS will publish in 
2020 for Earth Day’s 50th anniversary. 
Each sermon captured important truths 
about the state of our environment and 
what we can do to protect it.

The Rev. Canon Cope included 
Wendell Berry’s Golden Rule in her 
sermon:

“… years ago, environmental legend 
and advocate Wendell Berry was at 
the National Cathedral and he lifted 
up for us the fact that it is our moral 
obligation to look after this fragile 
earth, our island home. And I love 
his wonderful twist on the Golden 
Rule. You know the Golden Rule: 
‘Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you.’ Berry puts it this 
way: ‘Do unto those downstream 

                      and the Humble Bee
EARTH DAY MATTERS:

Plastics, Pollutants, 
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what you would have those upstream 
do unto you.’ We are inextricably 
interconnected as a global family and 
community, loving God with all that 
we are and all that we have and loving 
our neighbors as ourselves…”

Dr. Flanagan merged downstream and 
upstream when he talked about water: 

“…so much of our water today is full 
of plastic. Having been created in the 
19th century, plastic has today invaded 
our lives as the frogs, flies, and locusts 
plagued the Egyptians.

“Plastics pile upon our shores like 
modern flotsam, jetsam, and lagan, 
but worse. Those bottles and bags and 
bits don’t decay. The tumult of waves 
does not destroy the plastics, which 
merrily bob about the swirls. And it’s 
worse. A WebMD article reported 
that ‘microplastics or tiny pieces of 
plastic’ have been found in 93 percent 
of water bottles. Worse still, ‘tiny 
polymer fibers’ have ‘turned up in 
more than 80 percent of tap water 
samples collected worldwide…’”

Rev. Zabriskie’s sermon begins with 
the intricate and delicate work of 
bees—the workhorses of creation. By 
starting with bees, Zabriskie mirrors 
some of Kreitler’s own work on these 
humble creatures. Kreitler highlighted 
their importance in the early ‘70s in 
many ways to include a television 
show featuring these creatures who 
work on our behalf and who are 
critical to our own survival. 

In his sermon, Zabriskie says: 

“As spring beckons, bees begin their 
work. A queen bee can lay as many 
as 2,000 eggs a day. She is assisted 
by a few hundred male drones and 
up to 80,000 female workers, who 
gather and store pollen and honey to 
feed the young.” His sermon goes on 
to explain about the bees’ search for 
food which can take them up to 40 
miles away from their home base. “…
When bees return to the hive, they 
perform one of two dances…The 
duration of the dance and the length 
of the abdominal flicks let other bees 
know the location and amount of 
remaining nectar and pollen. Soon 
more worker bees take off.

This continues until the food supply 
is gone and the dance stops. This 
extraordinary dance was discovered 
and decoded by Karl von Frisch, who 
won the Nobel Prize for his work in 
1923. The dance of the bees reminds 
us of the incredible complexity, 
precision, and interdependence of all 
creation. Bees are rapidly disappearing, 
and this poses a threat to the 
entire cycle of life…environmental 
stewardship or creation care notes 
that God is present in nature and 
reminds us that we are called to be 
stewards of creation.”

Zabriskie’s sermon then addressed the 
relevance of the Bible in caring for our 
earth before his description of plastic 
pollution and resulting fallout:”

“…Americans use 38 billion water 
bottles a year, which go to landfills 
and take 1.5 million barrels of oil to 
produce. We pay 1,900 times more for 
bottled water than tap water, believing 
that it comes from fresh mountain 
streams, when in reality the bottled 
water industry does not disclose the 
results of its water tests…We bear a 
significant moral responsibility to heal 
the earth’s wounds…” 

THE KREITLER ENVIRONMENTAL FUND was established in 2008 by the Rev. Canon 
Peter Gwillim Kreitler ’69, his wife Catharine B. Kreitler, brother Jay Kreitler, and friends, 
in memory of John (Jack) Henry Kreitler and Muriel (Billie) Gwillim Kreitler, the parents 
of Peter Gwillim and John (Jay) Taylor Kreitler. 

The fund has brought important and insightful lectures to VTS starting on April 23, 2008 
with a lecture on “Becoming Human: Biblical Interpretation and Ecological Responsibility” 
by Dr. Ellen Davis, professor of Bible and Practical Theology at Duke Divinity School and 
internationally renowned biblical scholar and environmentalist. In 2009, the Rt. Rev. James 
Jones, Bishop of Liverpool, and The Church of England, spoke on “The Child of Adam 
and the Renewal of All.” In 2010, William C. Baker, President of the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation spoke on “Momentum Builds for Saving the Bay: The Biggest Fight for Clean 
Water this Nation has Ever Seen.” In 2012, two Kreitler lectures were presented: One by 
Robert A.M. Stern and the other by Michael Vergason who presented on “Designing the 
Sacred: Architecture Meets Mission.” In October 2016, Ed Begley Jr. presented the Kreitler 
lecture entitled: “What is our Responsibility for Preserving Creation for Future Generations?”

The Rev. Canon Peter Gwillim Kreitler ’69,  
his wife Catharine B. Kreitler, and Ed Begley 
Jr., at the 2016 VTS Alumni Convocation.
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His sermon ends with a call to action: 

“…Ten years ago, Bill McKibben wrote, 
“We need a movement to combat 
climate change, we need it fast, and we 
need it to involve as many churches 
as possible.” Today, there are groups 
like Green Anglicans and the Anglican 
Communion Environmental Network. 
Christians are not alone in this work. 
We have allies in Judaism, Islam, 
Buddhism and other traditions. There 
is hope. When we serve the garden like 
Adam in the book of Genesis, we serve 
with God our Creator and become 
conservers of creation, conservers with 
God.

The Book of Common Prayer defines 
the mission of the Church as “to 
restore all people to unity with God 
and each other in Christ” (p. 855). If 
we were to write this mission today, 
we would surely also include the 
ministry of reconciling ourselves with 
God’s creation. Christ’s reconciling 
love is meant not just for humans, but 
for all of creation. As Kermit the Frog 
sings, ‘It’s not easy being green.’ But 
today, we have no choice but to be 
green. Amen.” 

Three sermons. Three important 
messages about “our fragile earth, 
our island home” that came to light 
because of Peter Kreitler’s passionate 
ministry for the environment and his 
abiding wish to empower others to 
communicate the current state of the 
environment and to act within God’s 
grace to care for and preserve our 
global home. Within this ministry, the 
Kreitler Fund acts as a workhorse 
much like the humble bee, offering 
a platform for sharing stories that 
engender change and action. 

Visit the VTS website to read all 
three sermons in full. Then please 
consider submitting an environmental/
creation centered sermon next spring 
for Earth Day on April 22, 2019. The 
over-arching theme will be the need 
to protect and save all species. Watch 
the Alumni eNews for submission 
dates. As in 2018, winners in 2019 
will receive a monetary prize from the 
Kreitler Fund—a fund that exists to 
support, engage, and encourage all 
clergy in environmental matters. 

“There is hope. When we serve the 
garden like Adam in the book of 
Genesis, we serve with God our Creator 
and become conservers of creation, 
conservers with God.” 
                     — Rev. Marek Zabriskie

WHAT CAN WE DO?  
HERE ARE A FEW THINGS:

• Contact your representative and 
senator and demand that they take 
serious action to combat climate 
change.

• Demand that they support the work 
of the Environmental Protection 
Agency and not weaken the one 
agency charged with protecting our 
environment.

• Become more educated about 
conservation and climate change.

• Avoid using or serving bottled water.

• Support co-ops and local farmers and 
restaurants that offer farm to table.

• Recycle everything that you possibly 
can.

• Reduce what you buy so you have 
less to recycle or throw out.

• Become aware of your carbon 
footprint. Eat less meat, which has the 
largest carbon footprint.

• Avoid buying foods that are not in 
season. 

• Purchase a fuel-efficient car.

• Plant trees. 

• Support one organization dedicated 
to conservation.

As part of the Cultivate VTS initiative, the Rev. Catharine Gibson ’16 
and seminarian Elizabeth Henry McKeever ’19 uncap wax frames in 
order to harvest honey for bottling to share with the community.
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VTS at General Convention 2018 

Always Stay In Conversation
by Lisa Kimball, Ph.D. 

Associate Dean of Lifelong Learning

Ask an Episcopalian about General Convention and 
the responses tend to cluster around two poles: the 
disinterested/uninformed or the highly opinionated, whose 
positions are then equally polarized between the insider 
critics and the insider loyalists. For some, the massive, 
expensive, multi-ring circus that is General Convention is 
self-indulgent and exclusive. For others, who often identify 
as church governance geeks, it is exhilarating, essential, 
and a place to see old friends. For everyone, it requires 
significant time (away from home and daily life), stamina, 
money, and wise discernment to navigate well. 

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH PANOX-LEACH
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To be clear, for those who may never have attended 
a General Convention in person, at the core General 
Convention is the governing body of the Episcopal 
Church that meets for nine official days every three years. 
It is a bicameral legislature that includes the House of 
Deputies and the House of Bishops, composed of deputies 
(lay and clergy) and bishops from each diocese. In the 
interim between triennial meetings, various committees, 
commissions, agencies, boards and task forces created by 
the General Convention meet to implement the decisions, 
carry on the work of the General Convention, and to 
prepare for the next gathering. 

But that is just the beginning of what happens at General 
Convention. In addition to the full legislative process from 
committee hearings through floor debates and votes, there 
is daily worship in both intimate and grand settings, an 
exhibit hall with almost 200 exhibitors representing the 
breadth and diversity of the Episcopal Church and the 
Anglican Communion in action, the Episcopal Church 
Women’s (ECW’s) triennial gathering, a Young Adult Festival, 
a meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, local field trips 
and prayer vigils, and many other concurrent programs 
sponsored by institutions, organizations, and ministry 
networks. The host diocese contributes extensive support 
and local cultural events. In all, it is estimated that 10,000 
individuals are directly engaged in the hospitality, legislative 
action, and programming that is General Convention. 

A BOLD BEGINNING
Something was palpably different about the 79th General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church (GC79) in Austin, 
Texas, this past July, and people noticed. It was much more 
than the creative, feisty spirit that “Keep[s] Austin Weird!” 
As VTS faculty member the Rev. William Roberts, Ph.D. 
observed, “Starting the convention with a service in which 
bishops led our Church in a liturgy of repentance for the 
generations of sexual abuse by clergy seemed to set a tone 
of humility and listening for the entire convention.” 

Indeed, the tone throughout the long days of convened 
conversation, decision-making, celebrations, and informal 
hallway encounters reflected a renewed joy, rising trust, 
and revived faith across the councils of our Church. Even 
the much-anticipated rancor about Prayer Book revision 
never materialized. This thorny process took an unexpected 

turn when a committee of bishops met late into the night 
and with care and thoughtfulness crafted an alternate, 
compromise resolution that easily passed both Houses. The 
legislation sets the stage for the creation of new liturgical 
texts to respond to the needs of Episcopalians across the 
church while continuing to use the 1979 Book of Common 
Prayer. A new Task Force on Liturgical and Prayer Book 
Revision will be appointed by the Presiding Bishop and 
the President of the House of Deputies, demonstrating a 
posture of constructive collaboration. 

SERVING CHRIST IN ALL PERSONS
Another beautiful example of a convention at its best was 
the unified support of families who have been separated 
and those facing deportation under the current U.S. 
Government’s “zero tolerance” policy toward immigration. 
Through prayer, testimony, the passage of three resolutions 
on immigration issues, and action, the people of GC79 
boldly reaffirmed their baptismal promises to “seek and 
serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself” 
and to “strive for justice and peace among all people, and 
respect the dignity of every human being.” Thanks to 
the generosity of Trinity Wall Street, an estimated 1,000 
convention attendees, including the Presiding Bishop, rode 

buses to the T. Don Hutto Detention Center in Taylor, 
Texas, to hold a vigil on behalf of incarcerated women 
asylum seekers. We saw white flags waving behind the 
distant, slit windows in the cement walls of the for-profit 
prison, and later learned from a worker in the facility that 
the detained women could hear our hymns and prayers and 
knew they were not forgotten.

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y 
O

F 
TH

E
 E

P
IS

C
O

PA
L 

C
H

U
R

C
H

 I
N

 V
E

R
M

O
N

T



  Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine  |  Fall 201822

THE WAY OF LOVE
Throughout Convention the Most Rev. Michael Curry, the 
27th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, led us all 
with his confident, compelling witness as a follower of Jesus. 
At the Opening Eucharist and again at a full-on Revival 
service, he invited the entire Church to embrace spiritual 
practices that lead to a Jesus-centered life. He introduced The 
Way of Love, seven specific practices that together shape a 
Rule of Life that all Episcopalians are encouraged to adopt.

Today, The Way of Love is an open-source, collaborative 
initiative supported by extensive resources for all ages and 
in multiple languages. It is being practiced by individuals, in 
families, congregations, seminaries, and dioceses around the 
Episcopal Church—truly an outward and visible sign of our 
denomination re-committing itself to Christian discipleship. 
As one current Seminary student put it, “The Way of Love 
resonated with both left and right, conservatives and liberals, 
and makes me hopeful that God will continue to be at the 
heart of what we do in the Church moving forward.”

(Fun Fact: The Way of Love was written in the Sparrow 
Conference Room on the VTS campus by a group convened 
by the Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers that included Jenifer 
Gamber ’18, Rebecca Zartman ’13, Bill Campbell ’19), 
Patricia Lyons ’08, Sharon Ely Pearson ’03, and me.)

VTS CONTRIBUTES TO CONVENTION
Virginia Seminary was well represented at GC79 by 
students, staff, faculty, and alumni serving in elected, 
appointed, and volunteer roles. I estimated that 80 VTS 
alumni were seated in the House of Bishops, (including one 
bishop-elect), and that three current students, one faculty 
member, and over 77 VTS alumni were part of the House 
of Deputies. When asked, “What is one contribution you 
made to GC79 that delighted you?” these sample responses 
from current VTS-affiliated attendees demonstrate the depth 
of commitment and the generosity of spirit that flowed 
throughout Convention.

“… having people think that their day was made better by 
stopping by the VTS booth. Whether it was for fellowship, 
information gathering, or just to sit and rest, I hope my 
calm, positive presence was a glimpse of God for others, 
and therefore inspired them to do the same.”

—Andrew Rutledge ’19

“I helped salvage the task force on evangelism and social 
media that had lost its energy and direction, contributed 
heavily to crafting and rewriting the core document on 
theology and practice of evangelism (including web-based), 
and helped craft Evangelism 101.”

—The Rev. David Gortner, Ph.D.
Associate Dean of Church and Community Engagement

“Mustering the courage to testify in a committee hearing on 
an issue—the church’s response to the opioid crisis about 
which I am passionate—and tracking the legislation like a 
bird-dog until it was passed in both Houses.”

—Amanda Kotval ’19

“THE WAY OF LOVE,” introduced by 
Presiding Bishop Curry, are seven 
specific practices that together shape 
a Rule of Life that all Episcopalians 
are encouraged to adopt. 

1. Turn: Pause, listen and choose to 
follow Jesus.

2. Learn: Reflect daily on scripture, 
especially the life and teachings of 
Jesus.

3. Pray: Spend time with God in 
prayer every day.

4.  Worship: Gather in community for 
worship every week.

5.  Bless: Share one’s faith and find 
ways to serve other people.

6.  Go: Move beyond one’s comfort 
to witness to the love of God with 
words and actions.

7.  Rest: Dedicate time for restoration 
and wholeness.

THE WAY OF LOVE 
Practices for  

Jesus-Centered Life
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“I helped interpret the debates over liturgical revision to 
a wider audience via social media and many personal 
conversations with former students and colleagues.”

—The Rev. James Farwell, Ph.D. 
Professor of Theology and Liturgy

“The very simple conversations at the booth. One that 
sticks out was on the second day with someone who had 
visited VTS last fall and needed someone to listen to her 
experience.” 

—Curtis Prather, Director of Communications

“Our Center for Anglican Communion Studies (CACS) 
’Race in the Communion’ panel attracted a large audience 
to complement the discussions on race in the Convention 
schedule. It was an open, honest, insightful conversation 
demonstrating how much our membership in the Anglican 
Communion is a gift and a needed resource for us in the 
Episcopal Church.”

—Hartley Wensing, Director of Communion Projects

“Seeing legislation that I helped draft about expansive and 
inclusive language for God and humanity incorporated into 
the principles that will guide the next revision of the Book 
of Common Prayer.”

—AnnaMarie Hoos ’19

“Taking the risk to stand for election to the Executive 
Council because I want to give back to the Church that has 
done so much for me.” 

—Sarah Stonesifer, Operations Manager and  
Digital Missioner, Department of Lifelong Learning

“Helping to coordinate two successful dinner events for VTS 
alumni and friends.”

—Ann Roebuck 
Director of Special Events, Institutional Advancement

“Voting to admit the Diocese of Cuba back into the 
Episcopal Church.”

—The Rt. Rev. Jim Mathes, Associate Dean of Students 
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      2       3

      4       6       7

      5

1 The House of Deputies  2 The Rt. Rev. Frank T. Griswold III (R), the 25th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, engaged in 
conversation in the convention marketplace  3 The Rev. Marcea Paul ’18 with Professor Amy Dyer  4 The 2017 Dean’s Cross recipient, 
Lonnie Hamilton, recognized during the VTS alumni dinner at the LBJ Presidential Library  5 Shelagh Casey Brown with the Rev. John 
George ’13  6 Duanne Foster and the Rev. Willis R. Foster ’10  7 The Rev. Broderick Greer ’15 with the Rev. Weston Mathews ’14 at the 
VTS Family event at Stubb’s Bar-B-Q 
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MORE CONVENTION NEWS
For a succinct summary of the actions and events of General Convention 2018, see the Episcopal News Service Wrap-Up from July 16, 
2018: www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/16/general-convention-wrap-up-following-the-way-of-jesus/

For video highlights, visit the General Convention Media Hub: www.episcopalchurch.org/general-convention-2018-media-hub

For detailed outcomes on legislation, visit the Virtual Binder: www.vbinder.net/menu?house=hd&lang=en

For overall information on the structure and processes of General Convention: www.generalconvention.org/

CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION
I am pleased to say Episcopalians defiantly ignored another 
moniker of our host city, “What happens in Austin, stays 
in Austin!” There is momentum from GC79 that is already 
fostering innovation and rededication across the Church, no 
less on our campus. Responses to a second question, “What 
is one take-away from GC79 that will impact your ‘work’ 
at VTS?” present timely challenges as the Seminary prepares 
to celebrate its 200th anniversary and looks ahead to form 
servants of Jesus Christ as lay and ordained leaders for a 
rapidly-changing 21st-century religious landscape. 

While one first-time attendee reflected that she gained “a 
deeper appreciation of the careful, thorough process by 
which decisions are made, decisions that affect the worship 
of our church, as well as how we carry out our work,” 
another General Convention veteran sighed, “The people 
who are the church have a lot of work to do to change the 
systems that run the church, including General Convention.” 

Eyes were opened. A rising M.Div. senior acknowledged 
that “VTS means many different things to many different 
people. As I continue to live and work with the institution, 
this understanding will help me hold differing and 
competing views of the school in tension with more 
authentic advocacy, as opposed to just being a cheerleader.”

As one faculty member observed, “There was positive 
affirmation, if still underfunded, for evangelism, church 
planting, and community engagement in social care and 
justice. There is a need for leadership in these areas and 
VTS can fill it.” A current student wisely added, “Let us 
not forget that robust lifelong discipleship and Christian 
formation is essential to undergird, resource, and sustain 
the work of evangelism and faithful engagement.”

The urgency to engage the decisions of Convention 
regarding liturgical revision was felt, and the suggestion 
was proffered that VTS provide gracious hospitality to 
convene critical conversations during the triennium. While 
the important work of liturgical revision and expansion 
will focus primarily within the Episcopal Church, it was 

clear that Virginia Seminary “must [also] continue to give 
voice to the richness and significance of being part of the 
Anglican Communion.” Why? Because, “Relationships and 
hospitality are the heart of all we do and striving to reach 
out in a multitude of ways is the key to our future.”

Perhaps the most provocative take-away was offered by 
a member of the Seminary senior administration: “VTS 
needs to shift to the forefront of reimagining church.” A 
constructive place to begin would be the GC79 take-away 
of our Director of Communications Curtis Prather: “We 
must always be in conversation.”

Let it be so. Looking ahead to the next General Convention, 
what will we want the VTS presence to communicate about 
our mission? What leadership will we lend? It is not too 
early to be serious about being the Seminary we want to be 
in 2021. Let us begin those conversations now.

A visitor to the VTS booth shared stories of his lifelong 
friendship with retired Old Testament Professor, the Rev. 
Murray Newman, Ph.D. (H) ’72, with the Rt. Rev. James R. 
Mathes ’91, associate dean of students. 
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GENERAL CONVENTION 2018

Reflections from Your Student Reps
by KC Robertson ’19 and Andrew Rutledge ’19

We had the privilege of being VTS student 
representatives at the 79th General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church in 
Austin, Texas, this summer. Along with 
assisting Shelagh Casey Brown in the 
assembly and break down of the exhibit 
booth and supporting two dinner events, 
we had the effortless task of sharing our 
positive experience as advocates of the 
institution with pride and authenticity. 

Our experience at General Convention 
was extraordinary, considering our novel 
perspectives as student representatives. 
These are the highlights of our time in 
Texas:

CONNECTION—We are both lifelong 
Episcopalians who didn’t realize how 
many connections we have made and 
nurtured within the Church. The VTS 
booth was in the center of the Seminary’s 
action of the Exhibit Hall, which meant 
that we saw attendees coming and 
going. We rekindled relationships, shared 
memories, and made new friendships. The 
lounge atmosphere of the VTS booth was 
a perfect place to “sit a spell” with new 

and old acquaintances and to continue 
building and maintaining connections. 

TIME—While many others were busy 
attending legislative sessions and 
committee meetings, we had the luxury of 
devoting time to develop friendships and 
to listen to VTS alums and prospective 
students. We heard numerous stories of 
how people’s time at VTS had impacted 
their lives, from forming them as clergy 
or having the pleasure of attending an 
educational conference. It was evident 
that VTS is a profoundly beloved 
community for many within the Episcopal 
Church. 

FELLOWSHIP—Yes, the VTS booth was 
fabulous for camaraderie and listening 
to recaps of the legislative events and 
arguments of the day. But the fellowship 
among friends, both new and old, was 
most evident to us at the two dinner 
events: first, the sit-down dinner at the 
LBJ library and second, the casual family-
style dinner at Stubb’s Bar-B-Q restaurant 
in downtown Austin. Even while helping 
set up and break down for both events, 

we deepened our friendships with VTS 
staff present at General Convention. We 
discovered that the Seminary employs 
some incredible people. These events 
provided time away from the politics of 
the Church and a place to enjoy each 
other’s company, hosting classmates, 
colleagues, alumni, and friends.

FUN—By no means was it all work and no 
fun. Austin is a fantastic city known for 
its food, live music, and outdoor activities, 
and we experienced a little of each. Well, 
maybe a lot more of the tacos, queso, 
and barbecue, and less of the outdoor 
activities… This fun allowed for us to 
recharge daily and prepare for the work at 
the booth.

In all, being VTS’ student representatives 
at General Convention was an amazing 
experience. We are truly humbled and 
honored to have had this opportunity and 
consider ourselves lucky to have gone 
through this experience with one another. 
VTS has provided so much to us already, 
and General Convention has motivated us 
to give so much more back in gratitude. 
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Intercultural Conversations at General Convention
by The Rev. Robert Heaney, Ph.D., D.Phil. 

Director of the Center for Anglican Communion Studies  
and Associate Professor of Christian Mission

The Center’s 20th anniversary year 
came to its formal conclusion at the 
Church’s General Convention in 
Austin, Texas. It came to a conclusion 
in table fellowship and it came to a 
conclusion in hard conversation. 

On July 4, in partnership with 
the Episcopal Church’s Office of 
Global Partnerships office and Good 
Shepherd Episcopal Church in Austin, 
CACS hosted the international guests 

to Convention for an evening of 
food and fellowship. I, along with 
the CACS team, the Rev. Canon 
C.K. “Chuck” Robertson, Ph.D. ’93, 
the Rev. Morgan Allen, the Rev. 
Shannon Preston ’15, the Rev. Marcea 
Paul ’18 and more than 70 members 
of Good Shepherd welcomed our 
international guests to town with 
Texas style barbecue. While the party 
may have been about independence, 
in Communion terms the primates, 

bishops, provincial secretaries, 
deans, Anglican Communion 
Office representatives, and other 
international leaders attended 
Convention and the CACS event as 
testimony to interdependence. Guests 
from Brazil to Korea, from New 
Zealand to Liberia, from South Africa 
to the Philippines continue to testify 
to God’s grace in and through World 
Anglicanism. As Christians committed 
to the catholicity of the Gospel, 

international encounter, relationship, 
and fellowship do not simply bring to 
the world’s sight a display of diversity. 
Such intercultural commitment is 
an ecclesiological requirement. It is 
often said that the Episcopal Church 
is in danger of succumbing to a 
creeping congregationalism. But even 
congregationalists can have a sense of 
catholicity. What is more dangerous 
to our Church is a denominationalism 
that means we simply become one 

more American tradition celebrating 
our own independence. What we 
need is interdependence, and what 
we are called to is the hard work of 
intercultural discernment and witness.

We must confess, of course, that 
the church has failed in such 
discernment and witness. On July 5, 
an international panel addressed the 
subject of “Race in the Communion.” 
It was our desire that, as the Episcopal 

Church grapples with deep-seated 
hate and prejudice, the church in this 
context should learn from the vision 
and work of the church throughout 
the Communion. Bringing together 
major themes in the work of the 
Presiding Bishop and the Archbishop 
of Canterbury with the Communion’s 
season of intentional discipleship, the 
panel framed its conversation around 
the practices of formation and the 
possibility for re-formation. Maurice 

CENTER FOR ANGLICAN COMMUNION STUDIES

The Rev. Canon C.K. “Chuck” Robertson, Ph.D., ’93, Canon to the Presiding Bishop for Ministry Beyond The Episcopal Church, joins the 
July 4 evening of food and fellowship at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in Austin, Texas, co-hosted by the Episcopal Church’s Office of 
Global Partnerships and VTS . 
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“We like to use the language of reconciliation when we are talking 
about racial justice, racial relationships. But, to reconcile essentially 
means that we were together, we broke apart, and now are coming 
back together. When we look at the history of this country and many 
countries around the world, there is not a time we can look back to 
as a frame of reference, like, ‘Man, we really had our stuff together 
then….’ I think a more helpful way for us…is not to think in terms of 
reconciliation, but formation: racial formation.”
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Dyer ’19 and I were participants 
and moderators. Maurice’s insight 
proved invaluable to the design and 
delivery of the panel: “We like to 
use the language of reconciliation 
when we are talking about racial 
justice, racial relationships. But, to 
reconcile essentially means that we 
were together, we broke apart, and 
now are coming back together. When 
we look at the history of this country 
and many countries around the world, 

there is not a time we can look back 
to as a frame of reference, like, ‘Man, 
we really had our stuff together 
then…’ I think a more helpful way 
for us…is not to think in terms of 
reconciliation, but formation: racial 
formation.”

Given this point of departure, the 
panelists sought to answer key 
questions: “What is formation and 
how is formation done?” “How does 

racial formation happen?” “How 
do spiritual formation and racial 
formation connect?” In preparing for 
the panel with Maurice, I suggested 
that we too think of re-formation, 
and thus we also addressed the 
question, “How can we get to racial 
re-formation?”

During the panel, the Most Rev. 
Thabo Makgoba, Archbishop of 
Cape Town and Primate of the 

Maurice Dyer ’19, the Rev. Hershey Mallette Stephens, Abp. Thabo Makgoba, the Rev. Prebendary Rose Hudson-Wilkin, the Rev. Ruth 
Casipit Paguio, the Rev. Robin Denney ’17, and the Rev. Robert Heaney, Ph.D., D.Phil.
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AdventWord, which 
engaged people in 
prayer and reflection 
from all over the world, 
saw an average of just 
over 100,000 social 
media participants 
each day from about 
50 countries. This 
was complemented by 
17,000 persons who 
signed up to receive 
a daily email with the 
meditation and image 
for the word of the day. 
By Christmas, about 
400 unique images 
had been shared 
each day, creating an 
aggregate calendar of 
over 10,000 images at 
adventword.org.

Anglican Church of Southern Africa, 
described how “…formation is 
about growing up, about growing 
more like Christ.” He admitted that 
this was hard to understand in the 
context of segregated South Africa, 
but that “…the oppressed of South 
Africa met together, prayed together, 
cried together, and wrestled together. 
Prayers formed us, the hymns formed 
us, wrestling with how we were seen 
and constructed by others formed us.”

CACS Fellow in Public Theology 
and Chaplain to the Speaker of the 
U.K. House of Commons and to 
Her Majesty the Queen, the Rev. 
Prebendary Rose Hudson-Wilkin said, 

“I grew up with, ‘In the beginning, 
God created, and God said that all he 
had made was good.’ And that meant 
that I was good. So when I began to 
face the negativity, I had a foundation 
in which to measure it, and I knew 
that someone was telling a lie, and 
that it could not be God…I accepted 

being the prebendary because I 
wanted children to see another face of 
Anglicanism…so young people could 
see Anglicans who are not just white, 
and male, and grey.” 

If you are interested in the resources 
offered at the “Race in the Communion” 
panel to help your congregation 
engage in critical understandings 
of race and intentional processes of 
formation, please email cacs@vts.edu.

Conversations, research, and 
publications on formation and 
reconciliation will continue this 
coming year as the Center turns its 
focus to our 2018–19 theme: “The 
Communion in the Middle East.” The 
year will start with a visit from the 
Most Rev. Suheil Dawani, Primate of 
the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem 
and the Middle East, and a Mollegen 
Forum featuring Senator George 
Mitchell, U.S. Special Envoy for 
Middle East Peace (2009–2011). 

From left: The Most Rev. Thabo Makgoba and Ms. Patricia Kisare; the Rev. Robert Heaney 
with the Rev. Prebendary Rose Hudson-Wilkin 

HARTLEY HOBSON WENSING
VTS is proud to announce the promotion of Hartley Hobson Wensing 
to the full-time role of Director of Communion Projects in the Center 
for Anglican Communion Studies, effective July 1, 2018. Hartley 
joined CACS in 2013, having previously served on the Chapel for the 
Ages Campaign Executive Committee. Prior to working for VTS, she 
served as Vice President of an NGO providing cross-cultural leadership 

development for community-based organizations. Hartley received a bachelor’s 
degree in Religion from Princeton University and her master’s in International/
Intercultural Development from Florida State University.

CENTER FOR ANGLICAN COMMUNION STUDIES
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AdventWord
by Sarah Stonesifer, Manager of Operations and Digital Missioner of Lifelong Learning

For the fourth year in a row, AdventWord gathered prayers 
in December 2017 via a global, online advent calendar. 
The Anglican Communion Office and Virginia Theological 
Seminary, with assistance from the Society of St. John the 
Evangelist, offered 23 meditations with images across the 
season of preparation that begins the Church year.

“It was amazing for the Seminary to participate in 
AdventWord. Here was a gentle discipline, where Advent 
was observed. Here was a vehicle of response that was so 
different and so imaginative. The result was moving and 
powerful,” said the Very Rev. Ian Markham, Ph.D., dean 
and president of VTS. “The Seminary looks forward to 
supporting AdventWord next year; this fits right in with 
our mission. We want to help women and men to live more 
consciously of the eternal through the gift of the Church 
Calendar. We want people to grow in their relationship with 
Christ. The concept is inspired; and we are pleased to see it 
develop and grow.”

The project, which engaged people in prayer and reflection 
from all over the world, saw an average of just over 
100,000 social media participants each day from about 
50 countries. This was complemented by 17,000 persons 
who signed up to receive a daily email with the meditation 
and image for the word of the day. By Christmas, about 
400 unique images had been shared each day, creating 
an aggregate calendar of over 10,000 images at www.
adventword.org. 

AdventWord 2017 was a joy-filled process, with pictures, 
meditations, and reflections from around the world. It was 
a wonderful witness to the preparation of awaiting the 
birth of Christ. It was a true witness to how presence can be 

prayerful while simultaneously engaging the expansiveness 
of a global Christian community.

“This was a great Advent because of AdventWord,” said 
Harriet and George Price of Portland, Maine. “The plus for 
us was that I could forward it to my old friend in Zurich 
who cannot get out for worship and has been a devout and 
appreciative Episcopalian. She looked forward to receiving 
them each day.” 

“AdventWord 2017 was, as in previous years, challenging 
and inspiring,” said Catherine Lee, Church Mission Society, 
Taiwan. “Compared to previous years, the meditations were 
more relevant, more suitable for general audiences, and 
clearer, more obvious in meaning.”

“I’ve enjoyed my AdventWord journey,” said Brian Womack, 
Christ Church, Alexandria, Virginia. “I recommend trying 
something like it to see what insights it reveals for you. At 
the same time, I’m ready to return to my haphazard posting 
ways—not subject to any schedule or cadence—but only to 
the jaggedness of life and the fickleness of inspiration.” 

AdventWord 2018 will begin on Sunday, December 2,  
2018, with images and meditations available via email, 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Persons interested in 
participating should visit www.AdventWord.org beginning 
in November to sign up via email. During the 23 days of 
Advent, a daily email featuring the AdventWord of the 
day will go out at 5:00 a.m. local time. Respondents are 
encouraged to share their responses to the meditations and 
images to the aggregated prayer walls within the advent 
calendar, found at www.AdventWord.org, which draw 
together the prayers of each day.

LIFELONG LEARNING
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LIFELONG LEARNING

My work at Lifelong Learning allows me to live out my passion for supporting lay and 
professional ministry leaders in their work, providing them the digital resources to 
minister creatively in the 21st century religious landscape.

Keith Anderson 

The most life-giving aspect of my work at the moment is connecting formation leaders 
with curated resources. We receive lots of questions via email, phone call, and social 
media. I love when I can recommend an article from Building Faith!

Sarah Bentley Allred ’19 

As a seminarian who is discerning ordained ministry, my work with Lifelong Learning 
has provided rich opportunities for me to continue my own personal discernment and 
faith formation, I can also apply my studies to my work, truly living into my baptismal 
promises by sharing the good news and making disciples along the way.

Christopher Decatur ’20 

Building Faith shares the best formation practices created by those who are immersed in 
their ministry fields. My job is to find those practitioners and guide them to tell the story 
of their ministry to a wider audience. This work keeps me hopeful that the people of God 
are growing and sharing their stories of God’s grace. 

Charlotte Hand Greeson 

Lifelong Learning is a 
multi-faceted program 
grounded in theology and 
research-based practices to 
provide transformational 
learning and courageous 
leadership in a changing 
church. Staff members 
help continuous learners 
to find resources, think 
innovatively about ministry, 
and proclaim the love of 
God in Christ. To peek 
into the department, staff 
members and student 
employees answered the 
question, “What is it about 
the work you’re doing 
now as part of Lifelong 
Learning that is feeding 
your vocation?”

Learn more about the 
resources, work, and 
educational opportunities: 
www.vtslifelong.org

Keith Anderson 
Associate for Digital Content, 
Lifelong Learning

Sarah Bentley Allred ’19 
Student Associate for Building 
Faith

Christopher Decatur ’20 
Catechist for Baptized for Life 

Charlotte Hand Greeson 
Associate for Building Faith

“What is it about the work you’re doi 
that is feeding your vocation?” 
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LIFELONG LEARNING

What feeds my vocation is knowing that the resources and tools we provide assist 
musicians in parishes with limited resources to expand their imaginations and design 
transformative liturgies.

Ellen Johnston 

In September, the Diocese of Arkansas will be looking at spiritual needs of older adults 
and ways churches can create welcoming environments. We hope our work in Arkansas 
will translate to other dioceses looking for creative ways to serve older adults.

Dorothy Linthicum 

Traditional faith formation and new developments in educational technology continue to 
merge. As part of my ministry online and through in-person workshops, I’m able to share 
resources, best practices, and see people connect their faith communities to new ways of 
learning. I love gathering leaders together to figure out what’s next! 

Sarah Stonesifer

My current role at VTS is nurturing my vocation by putting into service my skills as a 
lawyer-turned-educator in support of lay and clergy leaders in ministry. By expanding the 
scope and reach of continuing education through online and on campus offerings, we seek 
to provide transformational learning and promote courageous leadership. And I get to do 
this as part of an incredibly warm, fun and collaborative team.

Diane Wright

Ellen Johnston 
Senior Associate, Liturgy, 
Music and the Arts

Dorothy Linthicum 
Instructor and Senior 
Associate for Lifelong Learning

Sarah Stonesifer 
Manger of Operations and 
Digital Missioner

Diane Wright 
Senior Associate for Lifelong 
Learning, Director of 
Continuing Education

“What is it about the work you’re doi 
that is feeding your vocation?” 

ng now as part of Lifelong Learning 
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The 2023 Legacy Society
We are approaching 2023 and the celebration of our 
first 200 years. To help mark the Bicentennial,  Virginia 
Theological Seminary is renaming our legacy society name. 
The Francis Scott Key (FSK) Society has become The 2023 
Legacy Society. Those who have included VTS in their 
estate plans and received an FSK lapel pin will receive a new 
pin with The 2023 Legacy Society on it from Legacy Society 
co-chairs Mary Lewis Hix and the Rev. James M.L. (Jimmy) 
Grace ’05. 

If you are not a legacy society member yet, please give 
prayerful consideration to joining alumni and friends such 
as VTS alum the Ven. Jennifer McKenzie ’04, Archdeacon 

of Wigan & West 
Lancashire in Liverpool, 
U.K., and her husband, 
Ken, who have included 
VTS in their estate 
plans. They explained 
that “making VTS part 
of our planned giving is 
important to us because 
VTS has been so important 
to us and our family. It 
was a place of tremendous 
growth and formation, 
of friendships and 
opportunities unimagined. 

By making this decision to name VTS in our will, we get 
to choose what and who we honor after we are gone—
there will be no question as to the value we place on this 
institution of formation and learning.”

If you have already made a commitment to the Seminary in 
your estate plan that we may not be aware of, we thank you. 
Please contact Linda Dienno at ldienno@vts.edu so we can 
honor you as a 2023 Legacy Society member.

Thank you for your prayers and support as we prepare for 
our next 200 years. 

ADVANCING VTS

The Ven. Jennifer McKenzie ’04, 
Archdeacon of Wigan & West 
Lancashire in Liverpool, U.K.

Online Giving
Last spring, VTS introduced a new online giving platform 
that allowed our donors to share stories about why they 
give. As we look towards the Seminary’s Bicentennial 
Celebration, we will be compiling 200+ quotes from our 
donors about why they give. Many donors have already 
taken advantage of the opportunity, offering words of 
inspiration and support.

FROM OUR FRIENDS:

I donate because, in the almost 90 years 
of my experience, clergy from no other 
seminary have so uniformly shown me—in 
their lives—examples of Christian love in 
their service to entire communities.

I am deeply grateful for the positive 
influence that graduates of the Virginia 
Theological Seminary have had on my 
life. May your mission enrich the lives of 
hundreds of others as well.

FROM OUR ALUMNI:

I donated at the beginning of my ministry 
because VTS has made so much possible 
for me. I am confident that I am prepared 
well to be a servant of God in the 

Your gift to the Annual Fund 
goes to work immediately 
to support our mission and 
ministry. Thank you for your 
support! 
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SAVE THE DATE 
Giving Day is October 15, 2018

by Jennifer Greiner, Director of the Annual Fund

On Monday, October 15—the anniversary of our 
founding in 1823—Virginia Theological Seminary 
will hold its first-ever Giving Day. This 24-hour event 
will raise money for the mission and ministry of VTS 
through the Annual Fund. It promises to be an exciting 
day for the community to come together to support the 
Seminary and the future of the Episcopal Church, while 
highlighting the importance of individual donors. 

In Fiscal Year 2018, 1,549 donors gave in support of 
the Annual Fund. Every one of these gifts is leveraged 
by the strength of VTS, and by the prayers and 
ministry of all who serve the Church. With the reach 
of our alumni network, the strength of our academic 
programming, and the promise of our capacity to 
make change, your gift joins with many others to 
go further than you might have imagined.  Your gift 
strengthens the Church, creates future leaders, spreads 
the Gospel, nurtures social justice, and impacts 
ministry throughout the world. Just as a river is 
formed drop by drop, together our gifts are a force for 
God’s kingdom on earth. 

While reaching our financial goal is crucial, we are 
also focused on engaging 1,600 donors for the Annual 
Fund this fiscal year. Every gift will be celebrated 
and appreciated, and we look forward to connecting 
with the entire community through social media, on-
campus activity, and personal contact. October 15 will 
be a day to reach members of the VTS family far and 
wide with the message that every gift matters, and that 
together we are the future of the Episcopal Church.

Mark your calendars now to make your gift on 
October 15 and be part of this new and impactful 
stride toward our third century. Please stay tuned f 
or more information, and please contact me at 
jgreiner@vts.edu or (703) 461-1712 if you have 
questions about Giving Day or the Annual Fund.

Episcopal Church, and that I will bring 
energy, creativity and skills learned in 
seminary to my first call.

In thanksgiving for my time in study 
at  VTS and the solid theological 
foundation  I received, all to the glory 
of God.

My donation is to assist Virginia 
Theological Seminary in its commitment 
to provide the church with outstanding 
leaders for the church and the world. 
Leaders that are theologically and 
spiritually prepared to preach the 
gospel and are fully aware of the role 
of the church; to address pressing issues 
and become involved beyond the walls 
of the church building with diverse 
people and communities.
Whatever inspires you to give, your Annual Fund gift 
supports the mission and ministry of VTS and we are 
most grateful for your generosity. To share your reason 
for giving, contact Jennifer Greiner at jgreiner@vts.edu 
or (703) 461-1712.



The 2018 General Convention offered a fabulous 
opportunity to see and visit with many VTS alumni, both at 
our exhibit booth and at one or both of our dinner events: 
the LBJ Presidential Library and Museum and our “family 
night” at Stubb’s Bar-B-Q. It was at the VTS “family” event 
where our guests heard about some of the plans for our 
bicentennial celebration, which is coming up in 2023.

NOT SURPRISINGLY, THE NUMBER 200 FIGURES 
PROMINENTLY IN MANY OF THE PLANS! 

From the 200 sermons 
that the Rev. Mark 
Jefferson will preach in 
guest parishes, to the 200 
unique plantings that will 
adorn the Holy Hill, VTS 
is planning on honoring 
our 200th anniversary in 
many ways between now 
and 2023. Please visit 
www.vts.edu/200 for our 
countdown to 200.

TWO OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALUMNI THAT I WANT 
TO HIGHLIGHT ARE THE FOLLOWING:

First, we are asking alumni to consider sharing with us 
special memorabilia from their time in Seminary. While our 
Archives has a rich treasure trove of Seminary materials, 
for our Bicentennial celebration we would like to highlight 
personal memorabilia from our alumni. Perhaps it is a 
graded paper from Charlie Price with his handwritten 
comments, or a letter from your sending rector that came at 
just the right moment in your seminary life, or a treasured 
photo of classmates now dispersed across the country. 
Please consider sharing these cherished items with VTS for 
our Bicentennial celebration.

The second opportunity is a group activity. We are looking 
for 200 (at least) photos of alumni who have grouped 
themselves on the steps of Aspinwall Hall in the pose of 
these early missionary alumni in the photo below. We will 
exhibit these photos—all 200+ of them!—during our time 
of Bicentennial celebration. We anticipate the exhibit will 
show the changing nature of leaders in the Church through 
the decades and will be a rich addition to our celebration of 
VTS alumni.

Please consider both of these 
opportunities and know that you 
will be hearing more about the 
Bicentennial in the months and 
years ahead.

As always, this comes with prayers 
and blessings from all of us on the 
Holy Hill!

200 PHOTO CHALLENGE
Please send your group photos  
on the steps of Aspinwall Hall  
to Shelagh Casey Brown at 
scbrown@vts.edu

The Rev. Mark Jefferson,  
visiting assistant professor of 
Homiletics

Looking Ahead to the VTS Bicentennial
by Shelagh Casey Brown 

Director of Alumni and Church Relations
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Alumni on the Move
1971
The Rev. Dr. Glenn E. Busch 
 Interim Rector for St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Lynchburg, VA

1981
The Rev. C. Neal Goldsborough 
 Interim Rector for Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church, Greenwood, VA

1994
The Rev. Susan J. Buchanan  Rector 
for St. James Episcopal Church, 
Lenoir, NC

2001
The Rev. Wallace Adams-Riley  
Senior Chaplain for Christ Church 
Episcopal School, Greenville, SC

2002
The Rev. Margaret Kathleen Dagg 
 Rector for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Clay Center, KS

2003
The Rev. J. Michael Cadaret  
Rector for Olivet Episcopal Church, 
Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Carrie K. Schofield-
Broadbent  Canon for Transitions & 
Church Development for the Diocese 
of Central New York

2005
The Rev. Carlye J. Hughes  Bishop-
Elect for the Diocese of Newark

The Rev. Audrey L. Miskelley  
Interim Rector for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Walnut Creek, CA

2007
The Rev. Erika L. Takacs  Rector 
for the Church of the Atonement, 
Chicago, IL

2008
The Rev. Mitchell Bojarski  
Associate for Youth and Young 
Adults for the Episcopal Church of 
the Redeemer, Cincinnati, OH

2009
The Rev. Charles L Fischer 
 Associate Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement for Saint 
Augustine’s University, Raleigh, NC

2010
The Rev. Julia W. Messer  Associate 
Rector for Eastern Shore Chapel 
Episcopal Church, Virginia Beach, VA

2014
The Rev. Jonathan Chesney  
Associate Rector for Church of the 
Holy Communion, Memphis, TN

The Rev. Victoria H. Clayton  
Rector for St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, Brookeville, MD

The Rev. Elizabeth Tomlinson 
 Rector for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Falls Church, VA

2015
The Rev. Justin Ivatts  Priest-in-
Charge for Clarke Parish, Berryville, 
VA

2016
The Rev. Alan Bentrup  Canon 
for Evangelism and Mission for the 
Diocese of Upper South Carolina, 
Columbia, SC

The Rev. Hannah Hooker  Associate 
Priest for Christ Church, Little Rock, 
AR

2018
The Rev. Robert (Wesley) Arning  
Deacon-in-Charge for St. James the 
Less Episcopal Church, Madison, TN

The Rev. Canon Norbert Ayeebo  
Ministry in the Diocese of Tamale, 
Ghana

The Rev. William Baker  Curate for 
Richmond Episcopal Ministry, Staten 
Island, NY

The Rev. Stephen Batten  Deacon-in-
Charge for Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Chocowinity, NC

The Rev. Richard Bauer  Associate 
Priest for St. James Episcopal Church, 
Lancaster, PA

The Rev. Lisa Bornt  Pastoral 
Associate for Grace Episcopal Church, 
Darlington, MD

The Rev. Anna Broadbent  Curate 
for St. James Cathedral, Chicago, IL

The Rev. Robert Bunker  Associate 
Rector for St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church, Laurel, MD

The Rev. William Campbell  
Curate for The Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Corpus Christi, TX

The Rev. David Casey  Chaplain 
for Canterbury Episcopal-Lutheran 
Ministry, University of Mary 
Washington, Fredericksburg, 
VA, and Young Adult Missioner, 
Fredericksburg, VA

PLEASE SHARE YOUR NEWS!

Write  3737 Seminary Rd.
  Alexandria, VA 22304
Email alumni@vts.edu
Call (703) 461-1711
Fax (703) 370-0138

Send email address changes to:
  djacobsen@vts.edu
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Staying Connected
www.vts.edu  
The official website for Virginia 
Theological Seminary. 

Virginia Theological Seminary 
Magazine 
The Seminary’s magazine for 
supporters of VTS. Published three 
times a year: January, May, and 
September.

Episcopal Teacher  
The magazine for the Center for the 
Ministry of Teaching. Published three 
times a year. 

The Annual Report  
The Seminary’s annual report is 
published once per year for alumni 
and friends. Published each 
December. 

The eNews  
Monthly updates about happenings at 
VTS. The first day of each month. 

The Dean’s Commentary  
Daily updates from Dean Markham 
and/or guest contributors. Daily, 
Monday–Friday. 

Online Resources  
www.buildfaith.org 
www.eformationvts.org

You can also find us on:

The Rev. Gerald (DeWayne) Cope  
Curate for St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Washington, DC

The Rev. Charles Cowherd  
Associate Rector for The Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Burke, VA

The Rev. Roberta (Bobbi) Kraft 
 Curate for Holy Spirit Episcopal 
Church, Waco, TX

The Rev. Joshua Daniel, Ph.D.  
Priest-in-Charge for St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, Jonesboro, AR

The Rev. Cornelia Eaton  Canon 
to the Ordinary for The Diocese of 
Navajoland, Farmington, NM

The Rev. Nicholas Evancho  Curate 
for Christ Church Glendale, Glendale, 
OH

The Rev. Marlene Forrest  Assistant 
Rector for St. Peter’s in the Woods, 
Fairfax Station, VA

The Rev. Jennifer Gamber  Assistant 
to the Rector and Day School Chaplain 
for St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church and 
Day School, Washington, DC

The Rev. David Goldberg  Curate 
for St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 

Pasadena, TX

The Rev. Lauren Grubaugh  
Curate for Christ Church Cathedral, 
Indianapolis, IN

The Rev. Kyle Mackey  Curate for St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Newnan, GA

The Rev. Robert (Grant) Mansfield 
 Assistant Rector for St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church, Sterling, VA

The Rev. Mary Matthews  Doctoral 
student at the University of Warwick, 
U.K., in gender, sexuality and 
reconciliation in the Episcopal Church

The Rev. Michaelene Miller  Curate 
for All Saints’ Church, Russellville, AR

The Rev. Pearson Nhayo  
Cross-Cultural Ministry and 
Communication, The Anglican 
Church of Tanzania

The Rev. Marcea Paul  Curate for 
The Episcopal Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Austin, TX

The Rev. Adam Pierce  Assistant to 
the Rector for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Wilmington, NC

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

This summer the Rev. Wadie Far ’17, from the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, traveled 
through the United States with a youth group, stopping in Alexandria to visit the Holy Hill.
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Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; And let light perpetual shine upon them.

1950s
The Rt. Rev. A. Theodore Eastman ’53
4/26/2018

The Rev. Clyde L. Ireland ’54
1/16/2018

The Rev. Loren B. Mead ’55
5/5/2018

1960s
The Rev. Jay D. Hanson ’62
11/3/2017

The Rev. Dr. Hill C. Riddle ’64
7/29/2018

The Rev. John Patrick Simpson, Jr. ’68
5/3/2018

The Rev. Canon W. Arthur  
Spruill, Jr. ’68

6/12/2018

1970s
The Rev. Edward C. Goetz ’72
3/29/2016

The Rev. Robert M. Gregory, Sr. ’74
8/24/2017

1990s
The Rev. Barbara K. Blakemore ’90
7/16/2018

The Rev. Vaughan P.L. Booker ’92
6/23/2018

The Rev. Dr. Stephen P. Cowardin ’92
7/31/2018

2000s
Mr. Warren Clark, Jr. ’05
7/24/2018

The Rev. Linda Gosnell ’05
7/25/2018

Given the magazine’s production 
time, recently received notices are not 
included here but will be published in 
the next issue of the magazine.

The above list includes notifications 
received since the last printed listing 
in Spring 2018. Please contact the 
alumni office with needed corrections 
or additional notifications

The Rev. Christopher Rodgers  
Clergy-in-Charge for The Episcopal 
Church of Wichita Falls, Wichita Falls, 
TX

The Rev. Patti Sachs  Assistant Rector 
for St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, 
Annapolis, MD

The Rev. Alice Sawyer  Curate for 
The Episcopal Church of the Nativity, 
Dothan, AL

The Rev. Gregory Seme  Curate for 
Christ Church Cathedral, Houston, TX

The Rev. Anna Shine  Curate for The 
Church of the Holy Cross, Valle Crucis, 
NC

The Rev. Stephen Shortess  Priest-in-
Charge for Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Morgan City, LA, and St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Thibodaux, LA

The Rev. Halim Shukair  Curate for 
Christ Episcopal Church, Dearborn, 
MI

The Rev. Darren Steadman  Assistant 
Rector for Christ Church Episcopal, 
Glen Allen, VA

The Rev. Jeffrey Stevenson  Assistant 
Rector for St. Andrew’s Church, 
Kansas City, MO

Dr. Joseph Thompson  Director of 
Multicultural Ministries and Visiting 
Professor of African American Studies 
for Virginia Theological Seminary, 
Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Veronika Travis  Associate 
Rector for St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Kathleen Walker  Associate 
Rector for St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Tallahassee, FL

The Rev. Seldon Walker  Associate 
Rector for Youth Ministries for Christ 
Church, Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Michael Whitnah  Assistant 
to the Rector for All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church, Concord, NC

The Rev. Sharon Williams  Priest-
in-Charge for St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, Cleveland, OH
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The Rt. Rev. A. Theodore Eastman ’53 
Virginia Theological Seminary shares the sad news of the 
death of the Rev. A. Theodore “Ted” Eastman, an alumnus 
of VTS, Class of 1953, who died on April 26, 2018. Bishop 
Eastman served on the VTS Board of Trustees for many 
years and was also past co-chair of Virginia Seminary’s 
Legacy Society.

Bishop Eastman served as Bishop of Maryland from 1986 
until his retirement in 1994, having been elected Bishop 
Coadjutor of the diocese in 1982. Prior to coming to 
Maryland, he served as a chaplain at California’s Soledad 
State Prison and served churches in Tokyo and Mexico City. 
In 1973, he became the rector of St. Alban’s in Washington, 
D.C., serving until he became bishop. Bishop Eastman’s 
ministry was marked by a continuing concern for the 
mission and unity of the Christian Church. He served as 
vice chair of the Standing Commission on World Mission, 
chair of the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for World Relief, and 
chair of the Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations.

“If Christianity is going to speak to a culture,” he told The 
Washington Post in 1982, “then it has to come out of the 
culture and not be imposed by people with a different set of 
values or different visions or different cultural heritage.”

Following his retirement, Bishop Eastman served in various 
leadership capacities at Washington National Cathedral 
including as Interim Dean and Provost.

Please keep his wife, Sarah, and their family in your 
thoughts and prayers.

The Rev. Loren Mead ’55
The Rev. Loren Mead, founder of the Alban Institute, died 
peacefully under hospice care at his home, Goodwin House 
Bailey’s Crossroads in Falls Church, Virginia, on May 5, 
2018. Born in Florence, South Carolina on February 17, 
1930, Mead graduated from the University of the South and 
later earned an M.A. from the University of South Carolina. 
He received his Masters in Divinity from VTS in 1955 and 
was ordained an Episcopal priest.

He was an educator, consultant, and author who worked 
to strengthen religious institutions, especially local 
congregations. As an author, he published four best-selling 
books on the future of the church: The Once and Future 
Church (1991), Transforming Congregations for the Future 
(1994), Five Challenges for the Once and Future Church 
(1996), and Financial Meltdown in the Mainline? (1998).

In 1974, Mead founded the Alban Institute, Inc., developing 
its national, multi-denominational network of research, 
publishing, education, and consulting. His work with the 
Alban Institute was informed by his career in the parish 
ministry.

Mead received honorary degrees from the Virginia 
Theological Seminary, University of the South, Berkeley 
Divinity School at Yale, and The Episcopal Divinity School. 
In 1999, he was named the fifth recipient of the Henry 
Knox Sherrill Medal by the Episcopal Church Foundation.

Mead was married to the former Polly Ayers Mellette until 
her death in 2013. They are survived by four children, seven 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 
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1 The Rev. William B. Roberts, D.M.A., VTS professor of Church Music, and the Rev. Lester MacKenzie ’07  2 The Rev. Canon Jan Naylor Cope, D.Min ’13  3 The Revs. Chris ’13 and Melanie Slane ’13  4 The Rev. 
Willis Foster ’10  5 The Rev. Bobbi Kraft ’18  6 The Rev. Steven Balke ’16 with his wife Katie and their sons  7 The Rev. Dennis Patterson ’08 and the Rev. Phoebe Roaf ’08  8 The Rev. Christie Hord ’14 with Derek 
Greten-Harrison, VTS director of Admissions and Financial Aid, and the Rev. Al Votaw ’64  9 Andrew Rutledge ’19, the Rev. Canon Leslie Steffensen ’12 and Leon Sampson ’19  10 The Rev. Greg Milliken ’15 and the 
Rev. Canon Dr. Michelle V. Hagans  11 The Rev. Jackie Pippin ’17 and the Rev. Missy Greene ’11  12 The Rev. Canon Augusta Anderson ’99 and the Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin ’05  13 Mary Hix, co-chair for the 2023 
Legacy Society, and Linda L. Dienno, VTS VP of Institutional Advancement  14 The Very Rev. Ian Markham, Ph.D. with the Rev. William F. Brosend, Ph.D., professor of New Testament and and preaching at School of 
Theology, Sewanee  15 Shelagh Casey Brown, VTS Alumni Director, and the Rev. Lloyd Casson ’64  16 The Rev. Sam Smith ’17  17 The Rev. Charles L Fischer ’09  18 The Rev. Curtis Farr ’13 with youth group from 
the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut

To see all of our General Convention photo booth images, please visit our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/VirginiaTheologicalSeminary
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OFFICERS
Dr. David H. Charlton (2021) 
Chair of the Board
The Very Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf (2022) 
Vice Chair of the Board
Ms. Amy L. Curtis (2022) 
Treasurer
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. 
Dean and President
Ms. Linda L. Dienno  
Vice President
The Rev. Melody Knowles, Ph.D. 
Vice President
Ms. Kathryn A. Glover, M.P.A. 
Vice President and Secretary
Ms. Jacqueline F. Ballou, M.B.A. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Ms. Kirsten Prettyman Adams (2021) 
The Rt. Rev. J. Scott Barker (2021) 
Mr. David Booth Beers (2020) 
Mr. Julian M. Bivins, Jr. (2022) 
The Rev. Catherine M. Campbell (2019) 
The Rev. Canon Thomas G. Clarke (2022) 
The Rev. Dr. Harold J. Cobb, Jr. (2023) 
The Rev. Dr. Chris Girata (2023) 
The Rev. C. Neal Goldsborough (2020) 
The Rev. Dr. Canon Michele V. Hagans 
(2019) 
Mr. Henry Lee Stanton Hobson (2019) 
The Rev. Angela S. Ifill (2021) 
The Rev. Kimberly S. Jackson (2022) 
Ms. Elizabeth Cabell Jennings (2019) 
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer 
Mary E. Kostel (2023) 
The Rev. Dr. Susan Ackley Lukens (2020) 
The Very. Rev. Troy D. Mendez (2022) 
The Very Rev. Andrew T.P. Merrow (2022) 
Judith H. Newman, Ph.D (2023) 

Mrs. Caroline Taylor Norman (2020) 
The Rev. Caroline S. Parkinson (2023) 
Ms. Sissy Poland (2022) 
The Rt. Rev. F. Neff Powell (2023) 
The Rev. Dr. Stanley W. Sawyer (2019) 
Dr. William G. Thomas III (2020) 
The Rev. Christine R. Whittaker (2023) 
The Rev. Dr. J. Douglas Wigner, Jr. (2019) 
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The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston 
The Rev. Ginny Wilder (2019) 
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The Rev. James W. Farwell, Ph.D 
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STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
Ms. Kristin C. Robertson (2019) 
Student Body President
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