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VIEWING THE FUTURE THROUGH THE PAST
One secret of Virginia Theological 
Seminary is that over our almost 
200 year history we have been 
ready to adapt and change. We 
want to be true to our core identity 

as cultivated in the past, but ready to be compelling and 
attractive through appropriate adaption and change. So 
welcome to Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine. For all 
of our alumni and friends, we hope that you still recognize 
everything you have enjoyed and appreciated from News 
from the Hill. Our hope was to make improvements that 
were grounded in both clarity and mission. For all those 
rectors and bishops who deliberately leave the magazine 
lying around in a reception area, we want the identity of the 
magazine to be obvious to those visiting. We are grateful to 
Mari Foret for her help in redesigning the magazine. This is 
one of two changes that I want to share in this editorial.

In February 2017, the Board invited the administration to 
create a logo to commemorate our 200th birthday in 2023. 
This invitation was accompanied by another challenge: 
Has the time come perhaps to turn our focus away from 
buildings? An image of Aspinwall Hall, with its Italianate 
cupola and 19th-century classical architecture inspired by 
the 16th-century Italian Renaissance, has served as our logo 
for a very long time. On the cusp of our third century of 
service, we need a logo which connects our distinguished 
past with the future.

Worship of the God revealed in Jesus Christ is at the heart 
of our campus life. Worship is central because we really 
believe that God is central. Our community acknowledges 
that spending time in the presence of God provides the 

opportunity for the Holy Spirit to transform our lives. 
Immanuel Chapel is the place where we worship, and it 
centers campus activity and community life. The journey 
from the 1881 Chapel to the beautiful Chapel Garden and 
the new Immanuel Chapel has shaped VTS during these 
years leading up to the anniversary of our two centuries of 
ministry and mission. 

As statements of faith have proliferated across theological 
education, we have kept our focus on the simplest and 
clearest statement of our faith, recited every Sunday. We are 
a creedal seminary—a seminary which affirms the reality 
of the Triune God. We witness to the power of the Gospel, 
embodied in the agency of the Triune God, to form lives 
that transform communities of faith. Our need was for a 
logo that captured the journey of 200 years, the centrality 
of worship, and our affirmation of the Triune God.

Drafts were shared with different groups. Professor 
David Gortner, associate dean for church and community 
engagement, began the process in early 2017. The Board of 
Trustees gave initial reactions to a possible logo in February 
2017. Lifelong Learning provided valuable input. The Policy 
Administrative Group (PAM) offered their observations, as 
did the team in Institutional Advancement. Thanks to the 
hard work of our Communications Department, led by 
Mr. Curtis Prather, with the team at Six Half Dozen Design 
Studio, we are now proud to present the bicentennial logo.

The new logo is an interpretation of the Trinity windows 
in Immanuel Chapel seen through the window frames of 
our 1881 Chapel. The Trinity window which honors God 
the Creator features bold green oak leaves against a blue 

        “We will always witness to the transformative nature of the Triune God in our lives. May our third century of service begin.”

FROM THE DEAN
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sky. The Trinity window which honors God the Son is an 
abstract interpretation of the fifteenth century glass found 
in Canterbury Cathedral, with the red of the cross of the 
Christ. The Trinity window which honors God the Holy 
Spirit has a soaring white dove against a blue sky. Viewing 
the Trinity windows through the frames of the windows in 
the 1881 Chapel alerts us to our distinguished 200 years 
of service to the Church and invites us to the future God 
intends for the Seminary.

The windows of the new chapel in the window frames of 
the old chapel connect the two great houses of worship 
which have been central to the Seminary’s life. The modern 
images of the Triune God highlight our commitment to 
witness anew to the “faith once received by the saints” 

(as incorporated into our seal, which continues to be our 
primary defining image).

The new logo calls us to do some hard work. We will 
remember well the past but look in faith to the future.  
We will continue the work of formation through worship. 
We will always witness to the transformative nature of  
the Triune God in our lives. May our third century of 
service begin.

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.  
Dean and President

        “We will always witness to the transformative nature of the Triune God in our lives. May our third century of service begin.”

Our new logo, in both 
its full color and 
simplified versions, is 
an interpretation of 
the Trinity windows in 
Immanuel Chapel seen 
through the window 
frames of our 1881 
Chapel. It connects 
the two great houses 
of worship which have 
been central to the 
Seminary’s life.

FROM THE DEAN
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Promotions & Appointments
Linda Dienno Promoted 
to Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement
After five successful years as 
director of development, Ms. 
Linda Dienno was promoted to 
vice president for Institutional 
Advancement effective 
December 1, 2017.

With almost a quarter century 
experience in development and fundraising, Dienno came 
to VTS after working for seven years at Christ Church in 
Old Town Alexandria as development director. In 1994, 
Dienno managed the overseas federal fundraising program 
of the Combined Federal Campaign-Overseas (CFC-O) 
at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. Dienno’s work included 

fundraising travel to U.S. military installations across 
the globe including such places as Panama, Japan, and 
Bosnia. Dienno was responsible for marketing, fundraising 
materials, training, and recognition events. During her time 
with CFC-O, she raised more than $29 million.

As Director of Development at VTS, she managed the 
annual giving campaign, which grew 10 percent under her 
leadership. In addition, she raised more than $350,000 in 
naming gifts for Additional Student Housing and secured 
more than $2 million in grants for VTS programs.

Dean Markham said of Dienno: “She is a successful 
development leader who has raised more than $40 million 
for various organizations. She is open to new ways of 
working and brings an administrative competence which is 
quite exceptional.”

FACULTY NEWS

Publications
A MAN CALLED MARK:  
THE BIOGRAPHY OF  
BISHOP MARK DYER
Tom Linthicum 
Forward by Rowan Williams
(Church Publishing, July 2018)

This official biography tells the 
compelling story of the Rt. Rev. Mark Dyer: Irish 

Catholic boy from New Hampshire; U.S. Navy vet; Roman 
Catholic then Episcopal priest, bishop, and seminary 
professor; and one of the most influential, beloved leaders 
of the American Episcopal Church and the worldwide 
Anglican Communion. Following a dispute with 
ecclesiastical authorities, Dyer left the Roman Catholic 
Church for the Anglican Church of Canada. Later received 
as priest in the Episcopal Church, his gifts as teacher, 
preacher, and pastor were recognized with election as 
Bishop of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. There, he established a 
new model of leadership, delegating administrative duties 
to concentrate on spiritual direction, pastoral care, and the 
creation of mission projects at every church in his diocese. 
Many of Bishop Dyer’s favorite stories appear here, told in 
his own voice, the voice of a renowned storyteller. Called by 
leadership of the Anglican Communion to a variety of roles, 

for more than 20 years Bishop Dyer was on the front lines 
of the most contentious issues facing the church throughout 
the world, including ordination of women and homosexuals. 
He also was co-chair of the ecumenical dialogue between 
the Anglican and Eastern Orthodox Churches, which 
produced a landmark agreement after 17 years of meetings. 

REASONABLE RADICAL? READING THE 
WRITINGS OF MARTYN PERCY
Edited by the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, 
Ph.D. and Joshua Daniel, Ph.D. ’18
(Pickwick Publications, 2018)

One of the most interesting voices in the 
Academy and the Church today is the Very 

Rev. Martyn William Percy, B.A., M.Ed, Ph.D., the 
45th Dean of Christ Church, Oxford. A leading voice in the 
Anglican Communion, he is both theologically orthodox, 
yet deeply unconventional. While remaining engaged in the 
scholarly community, Percy writes with clarity and passion 
on topics that range from ecclesiology to music, from 
sexuality to the Trinity, and from advertising to ministerial 
training.
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Barney Hawkins Appointed 
Capital Campaign Co-Chair
The Rev. J. Barney Hawkins IV, 
Ph.D. accepted the appointment 
to co-chair the upcoming 
Bicentennial Capital Campaign, 
effective December 1, 2017. 
The announcement followed 
the November 2017 Board of 
Trustees meeting.

Hawkins joined VTS in 2000. For the last ten years, he 
was vice president for Institutional Advancement and the 
Arthur Carl Lichtenberger Professor in Pastoral Theology. 
From 2008 to 2013, he was associate dean for the Center 
for Anglican Communion Studies. He also served as the 
director of the Doctor of Ministry Program from 2000 

to 2007. Hawkins has served on the boards of Episcopal 
Relief & Development and Kanuga Conferences, Inc. and as 
president of the North American Committee of St. George’s 
College, Jerusalem. His publications include Staying One, 
Remaining Open: Education Leaders for a 21st Century 
Church; The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to the Anglican 
Communion; and From Ashes to Action: A Chapel Burns 
and a Seminary Rebuilds, which details the 2010 Immanuel 
Chapel fire and subsequent capital campaign Hawkins 
successfully helped shepherd. 

“Barney Hawkins has almost certainly staked a place for 
himself in the history of the Seminary,” said Markham. 

“This is not simply because he oversaw the most successful 
fundraising campaign in the history of the school, but 
also because as a teacher, as a priest, and as a scholar, he 
brought a rich pastoral dimension to the role.”

FACULTY NEWS

WHY SUFFERING?:  
A LITTLE BOOK OF GUIDANCE 
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.
(Church Publishing, 2018) 

The three chapters of Why Suffering? 
attempt to provide a gentle exploration of 
how we can respond to a complex issue 

that has baffled and bothered humanity 
throughout the ages: Why does a good, all-powerful, and 
loving God permit evil and suffering? The opening chapter 
examines the challenge in some depth, while the two 
additional chapters set forth a Christian response that is 
grounded in the disclosure of God in Christ on the cross.

WORDS THAT LISTEN:  
A LITERARY COMPANION TO THE 
LECTIONARY 
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. and 
the Rev. J. Barney Hawkins IV, Ph.D.
(Church Publishing, 2018)

The great themes of faith are also the great 
themes of literature and the arts. As we come to terms 
with God, hope, faith, tragedy, guilt, fear, and love, so 
the poets, writers, musicians, and artists pick up the same 
themes, and their understanding can enrich and deepen our 
own. Words That Listen brings these two worlds together. 

For each gospel reading, Markham and Hawkins offer four 
connecting resource suggestions (a poem, an extract from 
a novel, a film/television/sporting illustration, and/or a 
humorous story) to illuminate, make connections, and spark 
new ways of looking at familiar stories. The suggestions for 
each Sunday include a brief summary and explanation of 
the extracts. A two-volume set. Volume 1 covers Advent to 
Ascension, Volume 2 covers Pentecost to end of Church Year.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE HOLY 
WHOLE?:  
A LITTLE BOOK OF GUIDANCE 
Timothy Sedgwick, Ph.D.
(Church Publishing, 2018)

We think of holy people as spiritual seekers, 
but holiness is more than being in touch 

with the holy. What is holiness all about? What is wholeness 
of life? What are practices of love? What is spirituality 
all about? What is worship all about? Life, according to 
Timothy Sedgwick, is not a series of experiences or a search 
for increasing novelty. Rather, there is a more fundamental 
desire to be whole which characterizes our human 
experience. This is what Christian faith is all about. It takes 
practice. It takes community. It takes time. It is a life of loss 
and love, lament and joy. And, in short, this is what holiness 
is about: It is a way of life Christians call grace and salvation.
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The Dean’s Cross Awarded to  
Lonnie Hamilton III and Charles F. Bolden Jr.
During a special service of Advent Lessons and Carols on December 4, 2017, 
Dean Markham conferred the Dean’s Cross for Servant Leadership in Church  
and Society Award to Lonnie Hamilton III and Charles F. Bolden Jr.

Established in 2008, the Dean’s Cross Award recognizes outstanding leaders 
who embody their baptismal vows to “strive for justice and peace among all 
people and respect the dignity of every human being.” Selected annually by VTS’ 
dean and president in consultation with the chair of the Board of Trustees, the 
honorees receive a handmade silver cross, modeled after the Immanuel Chapel 
cross, and a certificate.

Lonnie Hamilton III gained a reputation not only as a gifted educator, but also 
as a charismatic figure who helped ease tensions at South Carolina area schools 
resulting from the Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education decision. In 
the aftermath of Hurricane Hugo, he led the diocesan Community Housing 
Development Organization, which has converted dozens of properties into 
affordable housing units. In 2012, when a bishop tried to lead a walkout of his 
delegation from the General Convention, Hamilton, a lay delegate, refused to 
join. His courageous action allowed lower South Carolina to remain a part of  
the Episcopal Convention.

Even though Maj. Gen. Charles Frank Bolden Jr. (USMC–Ret.) has spent nearly 
700 hours in space on four Space Shuttle missions, some of his most enduring 
accomplishments are those he has achieved on land, intertwining his faith, his 
work, and his daily life. Bolden currently serves as an independent director of the 
LORD Corporation and Atlas Air Worldwide Holdings. He also serves as a pro-
bono director of the Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation, the Naval Academy 
Foundation, and the Alliance for Peacebuilding.

Anne Karoly
Following the 50th anniversary 
celebration of Continuing Education 
at VTS, Anne Karoly ’97, the associate 
director of Lifetime Theological 
Education, returned to her home state 
of California to join her siblings in 
caring for their mother, Marilyn.

A passion for forming faithful leaders 
for a healthy church, Karoly was 
devoted to steady and innovative 
program development and management. 
VTS alum, fabric artist, playful and 
prayerful colleague and friend, her work 
over the last 10 years will continue to 
shape future programming.

“We have committed ourselves to the 
next 50 years of relevant, imaginative, 
accessible, and theologically-rich 
continuing education, which would 
not be possible without Anne Karoly’s 
commitment,” said Dr. Lisa Kimball, 
associate dean of Lifelong Learning. 

“As we look toward the future, we 
remain deeply grateful for the past.”

More on the 50th anniversary of 
Continuing Education at VTS can be 
found on page 25.

ON HOLY HILL

Dean Markham and Bishop Shand with Dean’s Cross Awardees Lonnie Hamilton III and 
Charles F. Bolden Jr.
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ON HOLY HILL

Remembering Martin Luther King Jr. 50 Years Later
Fifty years have elapsed 
since the world lost that 
prophetic leader, that 
courageous presence, that 
agile mind, that sonorous 
voice, that man of God—
the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

For two weeks in April, 
VTS paused to remember 

him, giving thanks to God for his indelible legacy and 
grieving the hatred that brought his life to an untimely end. 

Highlights of this year’s busy schedule included a 
morning service on April 4 led by the Rev. Ronald 

Byrd, the Episcopal Church Missioner for Black 
Ministries; the presentation “Walking These Streets: The 
#BlackLivesMatter Imperative for Queer, Trans, and Cis 
Bodies,” by the Rev. Dr. Pamela Lightsey from Meadville 
Lombard Theological School; and the Community Eucharist 
observing the Feast of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
on Thursday, April 12, with the Rev. Dr. Howard-John 
Wesley, pastor of Alfred Street Baptist Church, preaching. 

“Dr. King’s was a life of profound meaning, purpose, 
and service,” said Joseph Thompson, Ph.D., director of 
Multicultural Ministries, who was the event organizer. 

“May we take this opportunity to consider how we, too, 
may find purpose in helping to bring about a more just and 
equitable future.”

Christ Church Cathedral Choir
On Monday, April 9, Virginia Theological Seminary was 
blessed to host the Choir of Christ Church Cathedral 
Oxford during its mid-Atlantic stop on its North American 
tour. This world-renowned choir, directed by Stephen 
Darlington and consisting of 12 men and 16 boys along with 
two organists, provided a musical feast for the attendees in 
the sold-out Immanuel Chapel. The concert, which included 
selections by Sheppard, Byrd, Handel, Purcell, and Walton, 
was introduced by the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D., 
and the Very Rev. Martyn William Percy, B.A., M.Ed, Ph.D., 
the dean of the Cathedral and the Head of House.

The entire concert was streamed live online and is currently 
archived on the VTS YouTube channel. 

Preaching Excellence Program
The Preaching Excellence Program (PEP) has already had a 
significant impact on the Episcopal Church. It is a program 
focused on improving the quality of preaching. It is a unique 
opportunity to join groups of students from the other 
seminaries. It is a space for intensive preaching. One both 
learns to listen and learns to deliver. It is an extraordinary gift, 
which is heavily subsidized by PEP.

VTS is pleased to announce that our participants for the 
program this year are: (pictured above, left to right) Daniel 
Johnson ’19, Melesa Skoglund ’19, Crystal Hardin ’19, 
Brit Bjurstrom Frazier ’19, Andrew Rutledge ’19 and (not 
pictured) John Lein ’19. Congratulations, and thank you for 
representing VTS at this prestigious conference.

The Rev. Ronald Byrd leading a 
morning service on April 4.
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How Do We Measure this Year?
The Rt. Rev. James R. Mathes 

         Associate Dean of Students and Director of Anglican Studies

“Seasons of Love,” the signature song of the musical Rent, is a meditation 
on the meaning of time and relationship. The company begins with these 
wondering lyrics:

Five hundred twenty five thousand six hundred minutes.
Five hundred twenty five thousand moments so dear.
Five hundred twenty five thousand six hundred minutes.
How do you measure,
Measure a year?

In daylights?
In sunsets?
In midnights?
In cups of coffee?
In inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife?

While the academic year is shorter, rest assured it is measured in all sorts of 
ways. It can be measured in the number of courses taken, books read, 
miles driven to field education, 
hours in spiritual direction, 
chapel services…and, yes, in cups 
of coffee, in laughter, and in strife.

In the twilight of this academic 
year, as the seniors count the 
final days with a mixture of 
excitement, trepidation, and 
sadness at anticipated goodbyes, 
we all find ourselves taking stock 
of the year. In the end, mere 
quantifying does not capture the 
character and grace of a season at 
VTS. However, as with the stories 
of Jesus, there are moments and 
images that, when taken together, 
give a sense of the whole. 

In this year, an interconnecting 
image would surely be the 
Flamingo on a busy weekday 
afternoon. At one table, there 
are students chatting as they 
idly work on a puzzle. There is 
a buzz around the bar where 
folks are looking over the baked 
goods as they wait for a latte or 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS & STUDENT LIFE

CONCENTRATION IN 
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 
ADDED TO M.DIV. 
CURRICULUM

Following the November 2017 meeting 
of the Board of Trustees, the board 
affirmed the VTS faculty vote that 
master in divinity (M.Div.) students can 
pursue their degree while specializing 
in the area of Christian spirituality.

This 12-credit concentration is 
deliberately cross-disciplinary, and 
enables students to shape their 
degree program according to how 
they sense God is particularly 
calling them to serve. Within the 
concentration, students will explore 
the cultivation and growth in holiness 
as the foundation for contemporary 
Christian spiritual practices. Against 
the background of biblical and 
classical texts and schools of Christian 
spirituality, special attention is given 
to the Anglican ascetical tradition and 
its enrichment through ecumenical and 
interfaith engagement. 

This concentration is the second to 
be offered by VTS: the first was a 
concentration in the recently approved 
new mission practices, which is 
designed to equip leaders with critical 
and constructive competencies for 
creative ministries in local, national, 
and international contexts and at the 
edges of traditional ministry. Most 
students in this concentration will 
serve in a field site placement in a 
parachurch context.

As part of the Washington Theological 
Consortium, M.Div. students at 
VTS can also elect additional 
concentrations offered at seminaries 
throughout the DC area, including 
criminal justice and reconciliation, 
ecology and theology, Muslim-Christian 
studies, and ecumenism.

Michaelene Miller ’18; Derek Greten-Harrison, 
director of Admissions and Financial Aid; 
and DeWayne Cope ’18 are ready for Spring 
Visit Weekend.

The Very Rev. Martyn Percy visits the Flamingo 
for a “Flock Talk” discussion with the VTS 
community on the new book Reasonable Radical. 
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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS & STUDENT LIFE

a cappuccino. There are others studying, and still others 
simply visiting with each other. This is our family room. It 
bespeaks home.

In March, Northern Virginia was hit by a major Nor’easter 
which knocked out the power for three days. The residence 
halls and apartments got colder and darker. But in many 
ways the Seminary was never warmer. Friday night, the 
first night without power, fires blazed on both ends of Scott 
lounge as the community feasted on a seemingly never-
ending supply of pizza. Kids ran around. Everyone laughed. 
Over the course of the outage, the community cared for each 
other. Glimpses of deep goodness and camaraderie prevailed.

One final image: On March 14, at 10:00 a.m., faculty, 
students, and staff of the seminary joined with students 
across the nation and walked out. Punctuated by a bell 
tolling 17 times, we stood in the cold for 17 minutes of 
silence in remembrance of those who were killed at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School. 

Woven together, these three scenes help frame the story  
of these days that culminated with Commencement on  
May 17. The arc is one of formation in faith to be sure.  
But within this residential community there are deep lessons 
of being bound to each other in a profound way. We work 
and study; we laugh and cry; we stand in silence and 
solidarity with those who suffer. We are the Church. 

And so, how do we measure this year that is ending? The 
refrain from “Seasons of Love” seems apropos,

How do you measure a year in a life?
How about love?
How about love?
How about love?
Measure in love...

Indeed, this has been a season of love.

Scene from the walk out on March 14: Faculty, students, and staff stand in silence in remembrance of the victims of gun violence at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.

In cups of coffee? In inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife?
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SCENE AT VTS
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     AUGUST / Worship in St. Cyprian’s Labyrinth / Student cookout

     OCTOBER / Bell ringing for Las Vegas shooting / Connecting at Convocation / Butterfly House Halloween parade        

     DECEMBER / Junior class Christmas card outtake

     FEBRUARY / Visitors from Episcopal seminaries / Another successful Doctoral thesis defense      Community Eucharist  service  

     SEPTEMBER / Labor Day picnic  
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SCENE AT VTS
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     JANUARY / Chapel windows arrive      FEBRUARY / Worship with Bishop Curry

     Community Eucharist  service       APRIL / Martin Luther King Jr. Martyrdom remembrance / Evening School degrees 

     NOVEMBER / Police and Clergy breakfast      DECEMBER / Advent Lessons & Carols 

     SEPTEMBER / Labor Day picnic       Honey and bees 
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The Rev. J. Barney Hawkins IV, Ph.D. 
Co-Director, Bicentennial Campaign 

The Arthur Carl Lichtenberger  
Professor Emeritus of Pastoral Theology

On February 1, 2018, the Most Rev. Michael Bruce 
Curry, the 27th Presiding Bishop and Primate of the 
Episcopal Church, dedicated three stained glass windows 
in Immanuel Chapel. The windows were placed in the 
interior oculi, or round openings, in the north, south, and 
west transepts. 

The oculi windows are vibrant—even exuberant—images 
of the Holy Trinity: Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. They 
were designed by Brian Clarke and fabricated by Derix 
Glassstudios in Taunusstein-Wehen, Germany. 

Brian Clarke is a man of the world who is anchored in 
London, England. He has spent his life painting with light. 
It was the architect Robert A.M. Stern who suggested 
Clarke to Virginia Theological Seminary. Clarke’s glass 
creations have innumerable colors, patterns, and textures. 
The peerless windows he created for Immanuel Chapel are 
nature-inspired in the tradition of Louis Comfort Tiffany, 
who lit up the art nouveau period in the U.S. and gained 
worldwide recognition. Some claim that Brian Clarke is the 
Louis Comfort Tiffany of our time. While much of Brian 

Brand  New Light
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Clarke’s art is in the public square, he is now engaged 
in a monumental project to complete the stained glass 
windows in Salisbury Cathedral.

The window in the north transept of Immanuel Chapel 
honors the First Person of the Trinity: 

God the Creator. It is a jaw-
droppingly beautiful window, 

with giant oak leaves against 
a sapphire blue sky. Clarke 
drew on the mythology 
and folklore of the oak to 
represent or evoke an 
understanding of God 

the Creator. The oak 
is known as the “King 

of the Forest.” It is often 
referred to as the mighty oak 

because it boldly withstands much 
of everything Mother Nature visits upon it. In Greek, 
Roman, and Celtic legends, the oak was revered as sacred, 
a symbol of courage and strength. Ancient kings wore oak 
leaves in battle to signify success and victory. 

The Druids believed that the mighty oak fell from heaven 
and was blessed with healing powers. The oak enters 
Christianity through St. Columba, whose chapel on Iona 
was built of oak trees which were felled on the nearby 
island of Mull. The oak provides beauty, shade, and lumber. 
The monarchy in the British Isles is associated with the oak, 
and Charles II made May 29 Royal Oak Day in England. 
Indeed, the oak tree is considered by many to be the very 
essence of England itself. Countless pubs are named the 
Royal Oak.

It is thought that the acorns from the oak have potency, 
and the mighty oak has also been considered the Tree of 
Life. Because of the historic properties of the oak, including 
endurance, fidelity, honesty, longevity, and strength, the 

mighty oak was adopted as the national tree of the United 
States of America in 2004.

The artist Brian Clarke sought a nature-inspired theme 
for the north window. God the Creator is recalled in the 
mighty oak, indeed, the Tree of Life, which is like a king 
and mighty.

The south transept of Immanuel Chapel hosts in its oculus 
a window to recall the Second Person 

of the Trinity: God the Son 
or God the Redeemer. The 

Immanuel Chapel window 
was inspired by the ancient 
glass of the Parable of 
the Sower window in 
the North Quire aisle of 
Canterbury Cathedral. 
It is the left-hand Bible 

Window, at the very bottom 
of the window in Canterbury 

Cathedral. The image above 
the Parable of the Sower is the Magi 

following the star; below it is Lot escaping Sodom. Like 
Clarke in his 21st-century oak window, a medieval artist 
circa 1180 depicted nature with a clearly visible ridge and 
furrow field. The director of stained glass at the Cathedral, 
Leonie Seliger, says the Parable of the Sower window is one 
of her favorites, as it includes “an elegant and monumental 
representation of a working person doing his job.”

Clarke found the 12th-century Parable of the Sower 
window’s reflection on the Cathedral nave’s pavement 
irresistible. Clarke captured this fleeting image in the 
Mother Church of Anglicanism and reproduced it in 
the south transept of Immanuel Chapel. In six layers of 
stained glass, Clarke offers us a modern, impressionistic 
interpretation of the parable found in Mark 4:3–5, 
Matthew 13:3–5, and the ancient glass of Canterbury 

Installing the 

window in the 

north transept.
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Cathedral. In the Biblical parable, seed is scattered on stony 
ground only to be eaten by birds. The seed is like the bread 
of the Holy Eucharist. The seed and the eucharistic bread are 
givers of life, even eternal life, to all of God’s creation. This 
window, as the other two, is often read or seen differently 
depending on the intensity of the natural light. At times, the 
south window of Clarke’s imagining is reflected on the new 
blue stone pavement of Immanuel Chapel, just as Clarke saw 
the original glass in the reflection of light on the Cathedral’s 
ancient, well-worn pavement. 

The final Clarke window is unmistakably the window 
claiming the truth of the Third Person 

of the Trinity: The Holy Spirit. 
Clarke created several quickly 

moving doves and one very 
realistic dove in his abstract 
inspiration. The doves are 
placed against the same 
sapphire blue sky which we 
encounter in the window 

honoring God the Creator. 

In all four Gospels (Matthew 
3:16, Mark 1:10, Luke 3:22, and 

John 1:32), the descending, moving 
dove is associated with Jesus’s baptism by John in the Jordan 
River. Luke says, “and the Holy Spirit came down in a 
bodily shape, like a dove on Him.” The dove is a symbol 
of harmlessness and purity (Matthew 10:16). The baptized 
Jesus is holy and without sin.

We also encounter the dove in the account of the flood and 
Noah’s ark in Genesis 6–8. The earth had been covered 
with water. In search of dry land, Noah sent out a dove 
from the ark on an exploratory mission. The dove returned 
with an olive branch (Genesis 8:11). Hence, the dove is a 
symbol of peace and is often associated with the potential 

for reconciliation between God and humankind. On the 
Eternal Word made flesh, the dove of peace descends 
in the Gospel narratives. Jesus, the gentle Savior, by his 
death and resurrection, becomes in himself the longed-for 
reconciliation between God and all of God’s creation. 

In Immanuel Chapel, the west window of the descending dove 
is above the baptismal font and below the iconic words, “Go 
Ye Into All the World and Preach the Gospel.” The third and 
final Trinity window is associated with God’s reconciling work 
in the Holy Spirit and the ministry and mission of the Church.

The Clarke windows provide new and fresh insights into the 
Trinity. The largely abstract and modern windows capture 
the ancient truths of the Church’s long conversation about 
the nature of God in the Trinity, “God in Three Persons, 
Blessed Trinity.” The masterpieces of modern art adorn a 
chapel which is both traditional and modern. The Chapel’s 
exterior is a 21st-century example of traditional Virginia 
architecture in the colonial vernacular. The Chapel’s interior, 
on the other hand, is contemporary, flexible, and modern. 
The Clarke windows are set like jewels within the classic 
interior with its cruciform shape. 

With the dedication of the windows on February 1, 2018, 
Immanuel Chapel itself was graced as it continues to be a 
landmark of formation in the Episcopal Church. It is now 
a place painted with the prayers of the faithful and bathed 
in a natural light filtered through the colors, patterns, and 
textures of three modern stained glass windows, which will 
be telling for all time the ancient truths of the Christian 
Tradition. 

These modern masterpieces in Immanuel Chapel are 
metaphors as well as works of art. The sun’s light enters the 
sacred space and banishes the darkness. Heavenly light gives 
life to the work of human hands. May those who see these 
windows be moved to say, “This is good.”
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VTS Windows
The Trinity windows in Immanuel 
Chapel join three other stained glass 
windows originally from the 1881 
Chapel, which was destroyed by fire 
in October 2010. These three stained 
glass windows are signed, “Rowan 
Keith LeCompte and Irene Matz 
LeCompte, Washington, Spring 1954.” 
In the 1881 Chapel, these windows 
were on the west wall under the 
balcony of the Chapel. The LeCompte 
windows have brilliant pieces of 
colored glass set in an abstract pattern. 
They depict Peter’s Denial (Matthew 
26, Luke 22, and John 18), Jesus 
Carries His Cross (John 19:16–17), 
and the Crucifixion (John 19:25). It 
was a miracle that the LeCompte 
windows survived the 2010 fire. After 
being restored by a firm in Baltimore, 
the LeCompte windows were placed 
in the oratory of the new Immanuel 
Chapel. The exterior of the wall in 
which the restored windows were 
placed duplicates the west wall of the 

1881 Chapel which is now part of the 
Chapel Garden. 

“O Gracious Light,” a booklet in our 
archives, tells the story of the stained 
glass windows which graced the 1881 
Chapel. There were 19 windows, 
including the altar window by Franz 
Mayer Studios in Munich and the 
south transept window of Paul Makes 
His Case, by Louis Comfort Tiffany. 
Only pieces of glass from these great 
windows were left after the raging fire. 

Many of us loved the Gibson windows, 
found in the north transept, which 
interpreted in brilliant colors the 
command to “Go ye into all the world 
and preach the Gospel.” The Gibson 
windows survived the fire and are 
hanging in the multi-purpose room in 
the lower level of Addison Academic 
Center, the location of the Seminary’s 
interim chapel after the 1881 Chapel 
burned down.

Installed in the 1881 Chapel in 1907, the 
altar window by Mayer and Company in 
Munich and New York was destroyed by 
fire in 2010.

The LeCompte windows, titled Peter’s Denial, The Crucifixion, and Jesus Carries His Cross, survived the 2010 fire and are now located in 
the oratory of the new Immanuel Chapel.
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Amy Dyer’s first encounter with 
Virginia Theological Seminary seemed 
downright uneventful. Serving as the 
volunteer Christian education director 
at her parish in Tallahassee, Florida, she 

was looking for ways to use her Ph.D. in 
early childhood education in the service 

of the church. Her rector suggested that she 
talk to the Rev. Dr. Locke E. Bowman Jr., who 

had founded the Center for the Ministry of Teaching at VTS in 
1985. Dyer made an appointment for an informational interview 
with Bowman when she came to Washington for a conference in 
November 1986.

“I talked with him, gave him my resume, said I was interested in 
working in the Church, and asked what I needed to do to see if 
that kind of opportunity would be available,” Dyer recalled. “He 
told me I really needed to go back to school and get a master’s 
degree in Christian education. He said I could go to Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Kentucky, which was Methodist, or 
Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond. I thanked him  
and left.”

Two months later, to her surprise, the phone rang and it was 
Bowman, inviting her for a job interview with him and the Very 
Rev. Richard Reid, Th.D., then dean and president of VTS. By 
the time Dyer arrived for her interview in mid-February, she had 
another job offer in her pocket: a well-paid position as director of 
a childcare center for special needs children on Long Island.

“I was sitting in one of those big black leather chairs they used 
to have in Dean Reid’s office and telling them I had this other 

Tom Linthicum
Author, A Man Called Mark:  
The Biography of Bishop Mark Dyer



  Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine  |  Spring 201820

job offer. But I knew what God was 
calling me to do. I think that was 
probably the first and the last time 
that I was ever sure of what God was 
calling me to do. So I said ‘yes, I’ll 
come,’” Dyer recalled.

Thus began a journey that officially 
ends with her retirement on December 
31, 2018. Along the way, Dyer has 
served as assistant director and 
then director of the Center for the 
Ministry of Teaching, in two positions 
of associate dean, and as executive 
director of Butterfly House. She also 
was named James Maxwell Professor 
of Christian Education and Pastoral 
Theology, the same chair once held by 
Bowman. During her tenure she served 
three deans (“I really feel privileged 
to have known and worked with each 
one of them,” she says) and mentored 
and nurtured countless students, many 
of whom are still in touch with her 
(“I have 500 friends on Facebook and 
I would say that most of them are 
former students,” she notes).

Her contributions and influence 
have taken so many forms over three 
decades that it is almost impossible to 
catalogue them.

“Dr. Dyer is a polymath. As an 
educator, she pioneered a curriculum 
for children that continues to be the 
main, distinctly Episcopal curriculum. 
As an administrator, she served for 
decades with both Dean Horne and 
me. Her grasp of detail and her policy 
insight were brilliant. Her counsel was 
wise and important, and her love of 
children pervaded her work,” said the 
Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. 

“Amy’s years at VTS leave a legacy of 
faithful service, not only to God and 
to the resident VTS community, but 
also to the broad network of Christian 
educators and directors of formation 
programs that she helped to develop. 
As impressive as that legacy is, I will 

also remember and be deeply grateful 
for her personal gifts of friendship 
and care that enriched the life of 
the seminary community. She was 
generous in her hospitality to students, 
colleagues, and visitors to the 
campus,” said the Very Rev. Martha 
Horne, who succeeded Dean Reid and 
preceded Dean Markham.

Timothy F. Sedgwick, Ph.D., the 
Clinton S. Quin Professor of Christian 
Ethics, who worked very closely 
with Dyer when they were associate 
deans, said, “For 31 years at VTS, 
Amy Dyer has been an educator and 
transformative leader in the Episcopal 
Church. It is hard to realize the impact 
she has had. In the development 
of the Center for the Ministry of 
Teaching, the creation of the Episcopal 
Children’s Curriculum, and the 
formation of a Master in Christian 
Education degree, Amy created 
a structure to support, resources 
to enable, and leaders to form 
communities of Christian formation. 
And then in the last 12 years she has 
given herself unstintingly to serve VTS 
administratively in making things 
work and solving problems, always 
with care for others. In matters of 
Christian faith, community, and 
formation, Amy has made all the 
difference in the life of our community 
and in the life of the Church.”   

At her local church, St. Paul’s, “She 
has served in many roles, large 
and small, and always with her 
characteristic gentle and generous 
spirit,” said the Rev. Oran Warder, 
who is the rector. “Most recently, she 
has agreed to serve as co-director of 
our newly formed St. Paul’s Center 
for Spiritual Direction.  The center, 
designed to mine the riches of our 
tradition and make these spiritual 
resources available to the community, 
has made a remarkable impact in the 
short time it has been in existence. 
Amy has helped to make it so.”  

The Rev. Allison St. Louis, Ph.D., 
director of field education and the 
Second Three Years Program, was 
a student of Dyer’s and is now a 
close friend. “Amy is a wonderfully 
nurturing human being. She lives 
the gospel, not primarily in words 
but by her actions. I repeatedly am 
amazed at her generosity of spirit,” 
she said. “She remains in personal 
contact with many of our graduates, 
including the Ministry Resident 
Program graduates, with whom she 
formed a close bond over the past 
few years. Graduates often call her 
for advice on challenging ministry 
situations, or simply because they 
know she will listen and care. I think 
that many of them would attribute 
their success in ministry, at least in 
part, to her consistent support and 
timely wisdom.”

A cradle Episcopalian, Dyer was 
born in upstate New York. “I was 
baptized, confirmed, and married 
in a small church called St. Paul’s in 
Pleasant Valley, New York, a town 
about five miles from where we lived 
in Poughkeepsie. It was a little white 
church on a hill, with a red door and a 
cemetery next door.”

Hers was a working class family. Her 
mother had been a bookkeeper in 
New York but later stayed home with 
the children and served her church 
as the Sunday School superintendent. 
Her father was a licensed electrician. 
Her mother’s parents emigrated 
from England; her father’s, from 
Czechoslovakia. Amy graduated from 
the State University of New York at 
Plattsburgh in June 1969 and married 
Raymond W. Gearey that same month. 
The couple moved to Tallahassee in 
1970 where her husband attended 
law school and Dyer obtained her 
M.S. and Ph.D. from Florida State 
University. After her husband died 
in November 1982, Dyer and her 
daughters, Robyn and Amanda, were 
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left with the challenge of starting a 
new life.

Then she met Bowman and the 
pathway to that new life emerged. 
She recalled that when she asked him 
why he changed his mind and hired 
her without a degree in Christian 
education, “he said, ‘Well, I’d met 
you, I liked you, we talked the same 
language, and I figured I could get you 
the theological education that you 
needed.’” 

That he did. Her first contract at 
VTS was for two years and required 
her to take 30 hours of course work 
while working at the CMT. She was 
named assistant director in June 1989 
and took more courses after that, 

including Love of Learning and Desire 
for God with the Rt. Rev. Mark Dyer, 
whom she would later marry. 

She and Bowman began developing 
the Episcopal Children’s Curriculum 
(ECC) in 1990, the year she became 
a member of the faculty. “Another 
person who came into my life about 
that time was Judy Seaver, who 
was also a Ph.D. in early childhood 
education, and we had a lot in 
common,” Dyer said. “She came to 

work at the center as an editor, so the 
three of us were the editors of that 
curriculum. Judy and I were very close, 
but she died on May 19, 1996.” 

Bowman retired in December 1994 
after completing the last volume of 
ECC and Dyer became director of 
the CMT. Next came the Episcopal 
Curriculum for Youth (ECY), which 
she created with Dorothy Linthicum. 

“I am very proud of the fact that Locke, 
Judy, and I created the Episcopal 
Children’s Curriculum and then 
Dorothy and I created the Episcopal 
Curriculum for Youth,” Dyer said. 

“The ECC, when it had been out for 
about three years, was more widely 
distributed throughout the Church 
than the Seabury curriculum, which 

had been published in the 1950s by 
the national church. At that point, 
it was never in more than a third of 
the churches, and I think we were 
in about two-thirds of the Episcopal 
churches.

“I think the Episcopal Children’s 
Curriculum was an excellent 
curriculum. I still think it has a lot  
of valuable material in it. I realize  
that print media is all but gone, but 
it’s still available on the CMT website, 

and people are still using it and asking 
for it.”

In 1995, the Rev. George Kroupa, 
Ph.D., joined the CMT as assistant 
director, and he and Dyer collaborated 
on producing years of Episcopal 
Teacher, a resource for Christian 
educators begun by Bowman. “She 
was a touchstone for creative thinking, 
not only a scholar of education but 
also a woman of deep faith who used 
her gifts for the good of the Church. 
The things Amy taught me about 
teaching in the classroom are things 
I still use today,” said Kroupa, who 
now teaches history at Delaware 
County Community College in Media, 
Pennsylvania. “I could not have asked 
for a more caring and loving person as 

a colleague. She is one of the people 
for whom I am deeply thankful to 
God that our paths crossed.”

Bowman also began the Master of 
Christian Education program, which 
Dyer put on a summer schedule so 
students with full-time jobs could earn 
the degree. One of those students was 
Sharon Ely Pearson, now an editor 
and Christian formation specialist 
with Church Publishing Incorporated, 
who first met Dyer in 1988. “Ten 
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years later, I recall a deep conversation 
the two of us had,” Pearson said. “I 
was discerning a call to where God 
was leading me next, and Amy 
suggested the MACE program at 
VTS. Graduating in 2003, those four 
summers of intense study at VTS were 
so formative in my life, and Amy was 
always there encouraging, challenging, 
and pushing me to dig deeper.”

Dyer’s life and career took an abrupt 
turn in 2004. She married Bishop 
Dyer in April, and in September, Dean 
Horne named her associate dean for 
academic management and program 
coordination. More change came in 
2009, when Dean Markham named 
her associate dean of students. 

“I loved being dean of students. I loved 
the interaction with the students. I 
loved getting to know them in the 
August term. I made sure I was at 
every chapel service in the morning, 
and I would be the greeter,” she said. 

“My goal was to greet them by name, 
and if I missed somebody I didn’t 
know, I would go back and find the 
pictures to make sure I knew them 
the next day. So by the time August 
term was over, I knew who all the 
junior students were…I liked talking 

to students. I liked helping them solve 
their problems and trying to think of 
them in a new way…I liked spending 
time with them. I just got very close to 
a lot of students.”

She added, “We also had a great 
staff—Maureen Wilson-Jarred, Jan 
Sienkiewicz, Tami Shepherd, Andrea 
Kramer, and Joseph Constant—and I 
worked very closely with [Associate 
Dean] Tim Sedgwick. I think of 
those years as productive, exciting, 
challenging, and rewarding. My 
years at the CMT were too, but in a 
different way.”

Dyer became executive director of 
Butterfly House in November 2012, 

but left the following March to 
care for Bishop Dyer, who had been 
diagnosed with multiple myeloma. 
After his death in November 2014, she 
returned to work as a professor.

Although Dyer’s retirement doesn’t 
begin until January 1, 2019, she will 
be moving out of her campus house by 
June 30 in preparation for a six-month 
sabbatical. Continuing the work 
she began on Celtic spirituality and 
spiritual formation in 2007, she plans 

to spend time at the Taize Community 
in France, Norwich and Lindisfarne 
in England, Iona in Scotland, and 
Glendalough in Ireland, followed by 
a month of writing and reflection at 
Gladstone’s Library in Wales. 

After that, Dyer is open to possibilities 
and to God. She recently completed 
a two-year certificate in spiritual 
direction and wonders if that might be 
part of her future.

“I am doing my very best to be open 
to what God is going to call me to 
do next,” she said. “I hope it will 
have something to do with spiritual 
formation. And I’m looking forward 
to having time to read, to rest, to stay 

connected with my friends, and to 
spend time with my family (including 
grandchildren Ava, 14, and Sam, 11).”

But first comes her sabbatical, which 
she is contemplating with great 
joy and expectation because it will 
take her back to deep reservoirs of 
spirituality and to places and people 
that she loves. “I may never come 
back,” she said with a smile. “I keep 
telling people that but they don’t 
believe me.”
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A Laboratory for Transition
Lisa Kimball, Ph.D. 

Associate Dean of Lifelong Learning

As any parishioner knows, building projects, leadership 
transitions, and strategic planning can be highly disruptive 
experiences that stir anxiety. Such seasons of heightened 
change, however, are also opportunities for personal 
and organizational growth. Today the Lifelong Learning 
department is a laboratory for transition.

Having received a $1.5M grant from Lilly Endowment 
Inc., we are busy launching Baptized for Life: An Episcopal 
Discipleship Initiative, a five-year process engaging six 
dioceses and twenty-two congregations to form Christian 
lives of meaning and purpose. To accomplish this, Kim 
Arakawa has been named BFL Project Coordinator, bringing 
extensive experience in non-profit communications and 
project management to our team. 

As Anne Karoly transitioned to California (see p. 8), Diane 
Wright, J.D., became the interim coordinator of continuing 
education, overseeing the Evening School and Lifetime 
Theological Education programming. She is guiding the 
development of a strategic plan for the next 50 years of 
non-degree theological education. In addition to her career 
as an attorney, Diane is an active lay leader in the Diocese 

of Virginia, fluent Spanish speaker, and Christian formation 
professional with first-hand experience of classes and 
programs at VTS.

For the past four years, the Rev. Matthew Kozlowski ’10 
has worked part-time with the team at the Center for the 
Ministry of Teaching. His dedication to the website Building 
Faith helped us establish the premier Christian formation 
resource site in the Episcopal Church and to reach a wider, 
ecumenical audience. In June, Matthew will conclude his 
employment with VTS to focus full-time on completing his 
doctoral studies. 

To build on the momentum Matthew has established and 
to facilitate a smooth transition, a longtime eFormation 
advisor, the Rev. Keith Anderson, has joined our team as 
associate for digital content. Keith is a full-time pastor at 
Upper Dublin Lutheran Church in Ambler, Pennsylvania, 
well known speaker, and a published author. His trusted 
voice and vision for digital ministry will expand our 
resources to support lay and clergy leaders across the 
country. 

LIFELONG LEARNING

Dean Markham and Dr. Kimball sign the 
paperwork formalizing the Lilly Endowment 
Inc. grant, Baptized for Life: An Episcopal 
Discipleship Initiative.
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As our team changes and grows, we are also anticipating 
a significant physical transition. In due time, Lifelong 
Learning will move into newly configured space in the 
Addison Academic Center as Key Hall is repurposed to 
house the Assyrian Relief collection. Our interim home will 
be in the Bohlen Classroom, and we look forward to seeing 
you there!

What makes me most proud is the continued healthy, 
prayerful spirit of my team and our extraordinary 
productivity. Charlotte Hand Greason and Becky 
Zartman ’14 created group facilitation resources and 
supported hundreds of facilitators for this year’s SSJE 
Lenten program, “Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John.” 

Dorothy Linthicum awaits the publication of her new book, 
Redeeming Dementia: Spirituality, Theology, and Science 
with co-author, Janice Hicks ’17. The Center for Liturgy 
and Music continues to offer seasonal workshops and 
publish its quarterly eNewsletter, Worship Matters. Sarah 
Stonesifer is guiding #AdventWord to become a global 
advent calendar that truly reaches every continent. And so 
much more … 

The Lifelong Learning team is equipping leaders for 
ministry. We are learning to risk and to trust, to collaborate 
and to be patient, and always to listen first to the still small 
voice of God. Like the cloud that led the people of Israel in 
the wilderness, we follow and learn every day. 

eFormation: Digital Media for Ministry
The eFormation Learning Community started in 2012 with a small 
gathering of Christian formation leaders who wanted to meet 
the challenge of new technologies in their ministries. This group 
focused on ways to integrate the theological, formational, and 
pastoral needs of the faithful with the growing reality of online 
connections and communications.

For the past six years, Lifelong Learning and eFormation have 
been at the forefront of faith-community conversations, exploring 
what it means to be church in the 21st century. This year, the 
Flagship eFormation Gathering occurred on campus on January 
12 and 13.

During the opening session, Dean Markham said, “The future of 
the church is now. The future of the church is here. Evangelism 
to the global selves is a key part of what the church must do. 
Because in a very real sense, people are more in their global 

selves than in their local self. And that is an evangelism 
opportunity analogous to the work of the 19th century, when 
people literally went into all the world and preached the Gospel. 
Now, you really are going into a world where people are present, 
active, and doing all sorts of things, and actually finding 
imaginative ways to bring the Gospel.”

The Friday Leadership Summit included forward-thinking 
conversations about topics facing digital ministry leaders. These 
facilitated discussions allowed members of the eFormation 
community to learn from each other in a new collective mission. 
The second day featured signature eFormation workshops, with 
opportunities for hands-on learning, practical and up-to-date 
tools, and resources. Many of the workshops were simulcast 
with distance participants tuning in to see and learn more about 
effective uses of digital media for ministry.

The Rev. Matthew Kozlowski ’10 and AnnaMarie Hoos ’19 at the 
50-year celebration of Continuing Education at VTS.

Dorothy Linthicum leads a workshop in Key Hall.

LIFELONG LEARNING
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On April 14 at VTS, eFormation en Español provided practical 
workshops for over 35 Spanish-speaking lay and ordained leaders 
of Latino/Hispanic Episcopal congregations from the Washington, 
D.C. area.

The eFormation Learning Community continues to provide 
quality opportunities for professional development by bringing 
the best up-to-date tools and resources to faith leaders. On June 
7 we are hosting an all-online day of workshops and affinity 
group conversations that will, for the second year, gather the 
community via Zoom webinars and meetings. Topics include 
communications, being a 21st century church, mind/brain 
education, formation and curation. Registration and workshop 
details can be found here: eform18.eformationvts.org. 

To stay up-to-date on the eFormation Learning Community, visit 
www.eformationvts.org.

LIFELONG LEARNING

1967–2017 
Reflecting on 50 Years of Continuing Education Programs at VTS
On February 6, 2018, over 80 current and past leaders of 
the VTS community as well as beneficiaries of its continuing 
education programs gathered to celebrate continuing 
education at VTS. During those 50 years, VTS presented 
780 programs with 18,715 registered participants.

The Rev. Roger Ferlo, Ph.D., who led continuing education 
at VTS from 2004 through 2012, gave the keynote 
address, leading a lively conversation about how changing 
employment patterns have created a new economy in which 
continuous learning is a vital component. As the model of 

“learn then do” shifts to “learn while doing,” our work in 

forming adept lifelong learners and leaders becomes ever 
more crucial.

Ongoing changes in church demographics and economics 
also challenge faith leaders to revisit how we form faithful 
disciples and equip lay and ordained church leaders to 
respond in a new religious economy. According to Dr. 
Ferlo, we can no longer expect that congregants will be 
consistently educated in the faith through church school, 
inquirers programs, or confirmation/reception classes, or 
become pledging members that attend occasional adult 
forums. Congregants also face increased financial stresses, 

“alternative facts,” government dysfunction, rise in many 
“isms,” and escalating fear and alienation. What does this 
new landscape demand of church leaders, lay or ordained?

During the next 50 years of Lifelong Learning at VTS, 
the Seminary is well positioned to become the premier 
provider of accessible, relevant, Episcopal resources for 
adult continuing education, which optimizes the strengths 
of the Seminary’s faculty and proximity to the nation’s 
capital. VTS has heard Dr. Ferlo’s challenge, but we want 
to hear from you. How can Lifelong Learning at VTS enter 
the story of your baptized life? What do you want to learn? 
Email Lifelong Learning at lifelonglearning@vts.edu.

The Rev. Roger Ferlo, Ph.D. 
delivers the keynote address 
at the continuing education 
celebration.

eFormation students gather for small group workshops during the 
Leadership Summit on January 13.
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History, Hope, and the Communion
The Rev. Robert Heaney, Ph.D., D.Phil. 

Director of the Center for Anglican Communion Studies  
and Associate Professor of Christian Mission

This year is the 20th anniversary 
of the Good Friday agreement in 
Northern Ireland. It also happens to 
be the 20th anniversary of Virginia 
Theological Seminary’s Center for 
Anglican Communion Studies (CACS).

I grew up in Northern Ireland and 
I am undoubtedly shaped by the 
trauma of that conflict and the 
struggle for peace and reconciliation. 
I remember vividly the excitement, 
fear, and hope as we watched enemies 
who had been at war for 25 years (or 
was it 80 years or was it 400 years?) 
agree to make peace.

Peace and reconciliation is a struggle. 
In the words of Canon David Porter, 
chief of staff and strategy for the 
Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Justin Welby, 
the 105th Archbishop of Canterbury, 
reconciliation is “incredibly elusive.” 
He should know. He grew up in 
Northern Ireland and was deeply 
involved in working for reconciliation 
in a violently divided country. 
Archbishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon, 
secretary general of the Anglican 
Communion, grew up in a troubled 
Northern Nigeria. When visiting VTS 
in November, he reflected on the 
conflict within world Anglicanism: 

“We have very serious differences 
of opinion and the tensions are 
real.” However, he proposed that 
in inter-cultural exchange, through 
mission partnerships, and during 
Cross-Cultural Education Programs 
(CCEPs), something else is possible. 
Such programs, he argued, can create 
deeper listening skills, mutual respect, 
friendship, and even love. “When 
you come to love someone as your 

brother or sister in Christ you begin 
to see the world differently.” The 
Most Rev. Michael Curry, tthe 27th 
Presiding Bishop and Primate of the 
Episcopal Church, visiting VTS in 
February, reminded us powerfully, 

“We need each other and that is why 
we need the Anglican Communion.” 
Drawing on the prophetic vision of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
he reminded us that the choice for the 
Communion is “chaos or community.” 
Thus, as I reflect on a year for CACS 
that was entitled “Celebrating the 
Communion,” I cannot help but 
think that the sub-title has become, 

“Searching for Reconciliation.”

This has been a formative year for 
CACS as we welcomed distinguished 
guests and launched several 
initiatives. All of these initiatives 
center on the possibility of some 
kind of reconciliation. In October, 
a consultation in partnership with 
Lambeth Palace, “Reconceiving 
Reconciliation: Workplaces that 
Connect the World,” will meet at 
VTS. This will be a gathering of early 
career professionals working for the 
government, military, diplomatic 
services, and for NGOs. Along 
with theological mentors, they will 
explore what reconciliation is and 
how it might frame and resource 
their careers. With partners in 
Liberia, Tanzania, and Israel/
Palestine, we continue to work on 
how religious communities analyze 
conflict and work for peace. The 
partnership is called “Building 
Dialogue and Community Across 
Conflict,” and already teams in each 
setting (including at VTS) have been 

established and have begun work 
on outcomes that include culturally 
diverse resources for practices of 
reconciliation. The project will end 
in June 2019, when participants 
meet for a writing workshop at St. 
George’s College, Jerusalem.

The CACS team, including Hartley 
Wensing and Molly O’Brien, have 
done remarkable work. As a team, 
we all know that the Communion 
is global but it is also always local. 
The final centerpiece event of our 
celebratory year is a presentation 
on July 5 at General Convention 
entitled “Race in the Communion.” 
Outstanding leaders, both within 
the Episcopal Church and from 
the broader Anglican Communion, 
will make up a panel to explore 
how leaders and churches in the 
Communion might resource the 
ongoing struggle for justice in the U.S. 

During the peace process in Northern 
Ireland, President Bill Clinton cited 
the poet laureate Seamus Heaney’s 
poem, “The Cure of Troy.” The 
lines he cited no doubt allude to the 
elusive nature of reconciliation and 
the enduring struggle for peace. They 
seem apt, too, for our Center’s 20th 
anniversary as we await a Lambeth 
Conference in 2020. 

“History says, Don’t hope 
On this side of the grave, 
But then, once in a lifetime 
The longed-for tidal wave 
Of justice can rise up 
And hope and history rhyme.”

CENTER FOR ANGLICAN COMMUNION STUDIES
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CENTER FOR ANGLICAN COMMUNION STUDIES

CACS @ 20
Virginia Theological Seminary was 
fortunate to host two leading voices 
in the Anglican Communion as part 
of the 20th anniversary celebration of 
the Center for Anglican Communion 
Studies (CACS): The Most Rev. Josiah 
Idowu-Fearon, Secretary General of 
the Anglican Communion, was the 
November 15, 2017 speaker for 
the 2017 Mollegen Forum, “Why 
the Episcopal Church Needs World 
Anglicanism”; and the Most Rev. 
Michael Curry, the 27th Presiding 
Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal 
Church, visited the VTS campus for a 
special talk titled “The Vitality of World 
Anglicanism” on February 1, 2018.

Both conversations included panel 
discussions, moderated by the director 
of the center, the Rev. Robert S. Heaney, 
Ph.D, D.Phil. Both lectures are available 
on the official VTS YouTube channel.

Archbishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon, Secretary General of the Anglican Communion, with 
Mollegen Forum panelists Dr. Ellen Davis (left) and the Rev. Robin Denney ’17 (right).

CACS staff with Bishop Curry. Left to right: Heaney, Curry, Molly O’Brien, and  
Hartley Wensing.

CACS Director Robert Heaney. Canon David Porter with Archbishop 
Justin Welby.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry with  
Dean Markham.
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The J. Reilly Lewis Collection and Dedicatory Concert
Linda Dienno, Vice President for Institutional Advancement

“I believe in the power of music to 
create community—to touch, to heal, 
and to transform.” These words of J. 
Reilly Lewis came to life once more on 
Sunday, April 15, 2018, when Virginia 
Theological Seminary gratefully 
dedicated the J. Reilly Lewis Music 
Collection at the Bishop Payne Library 
to the glory of God. 

Recognized internationally as a 
leading conductor and gifted keyboard 
artist as well as a foremost specialist 
of baroque music, J. Reilly Lewis 
(1944–2016) was founder and artistic 
director of the Washington Bach 
Consort, long-time music director of 

the Cathedral Choral Society, and 
organist and choirmaster at Clarendon 
United Methodist Church in Arlington, 
Virginia. He was awarded a Doctor 
of Humane Letters, honoris causa, by 
VTS in May 2014. His widow, Beth 
Lewis, donated his collection of more 
than 12,500 discrete items to Bishop 
Payne Library. Among its holdings 
are his annotated conductor’s scores, 
piano-vocal scores, octavos, books, 
CDs, and his extensive Bach library.

Bishop Payne Library mounted an 
exhibit of some of the highlights of 
the Lewis collection for the dedication, 
including his conducting baton, his 

annotations on Bach’s Toccata and 
Fugue in D Minor and Britten’s War 
Requiem, as well as his original 
composition of a fugue on “Happy 
Birthday.” The scores that have  
been cataloged may be searched at 
vtsbpl-eresources.us/SpecialMusic/ 

The dedicatory concert was presented 
in the chapel by organist Todd Fickley 
and seven instrumentalists and singers 
from the Washington Bach Consort. 
The concert included a liturgy of 
dedication and a homily by the Rev. 
William Bradley Roberts, DMA. 

The Seminary is enormously grateful 
to Mrs. Beth Lewis for making this 
amazing collection of materials at 
Bishop Payne Library available to 
students, musicians, and researchers 
for posterity. The Lewis collection 
complements the David R. Curfman, 
M.D. Collection of Sacred Music and 
Liturgy, donated in 2015, and the 
Canon Winfred Douglas Memorial 
Collection and the Elmer C. and 
Esther Beamer Collection, received in 
2013 from the Washington National 
Cathedral.

ADVANCING VTS

The Rev. William B. Roberts, D.M.A., professor of Church Music.

Recorded on April 15, a Bach motet from the dedication was broadcast on the classical music station WETA on Sunday, May 13.
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You are the future of the Episcopal Church
Jennifer Greiner, Director of the Annual Fund

Your gifts to the Annual Fund at 
VTS are a response to a world that 
cries out for faithful, well-prepared 
leaders and a strong Church. With 
your Annual Fund gift, you touch 
lives by empowering our students and 
alumni with deep passion for ministry 
to grow here and beyond. Your 
generosity shapes God’s kingdom on 
earth through ministry, education, and 
inspiration in communities throughout 
the world every day.

There are so many reasons to give to 
VTS. Many donors are grateful alumni 
whose ministries are impacted by their 
formation at VTS. Others are friends 
who value the difference a VTS alumnus 
has made in their lives. Still others are 
parishes and church leaders that rely 
on VTS resources to carry out their 
ministries around the world. The Rev. 
Dr. Christopher D. Girata ’08 places 
gifts to VTS in the context of the future 
of the Episcopal Church, writing:

“In the face of a massive shift in 
Christian identity, Virginia Theological 
Seminary stands as a beacon of hope, 
pointing toward a direction in which 
we can thrive. There is no doubt that 
being Episcopalian, in fact, being 
Christian, will require an immense 
amount of creativity and courage over 
the next decades. Most Episcopal 

churches do not have the resources or 
the capacity to experiment in ways to 
do church differently, and that’s where 
VTS comes in. VTS has the nearly 
unique opportunity to lead us into a 
new future, one that remains faithful 
to our heritage, but not weighed 
down by it. The Gospel of Christ is 
the greatest story ever told, but for a 
highly complex set of reasons, that 
story is no longer resonating as it once 
did. That lack of resonance is no fault 
of the story, it is the responsibility 
of the storytellers to provide the 
resonance. St. Michael and All Angels 
Church believes in the story of Christ 
and in its transformative power to 
bring about the kingdom of God on 
earth. And St. Michael and All Angels 
Church chooses to support VTS 
because it stands as one of our best 
hopes for a future in which we as the 
Body of Christ do not simply survive, 
but in which we thrive.”

Last fiscal year, 1,486 alumni, friends, 
parishes, dioceses, and others gave 
to the Annual Fund at VTS. That is 
1,486 stories about why VTS matters. 
Whatever your reason for giving to 
VTS, please make your Annual Fund 
gift before June 30, 2018. If you have 
given already, thank you! Your gift is 
already making a difference.

VTS has the nearly unique 

opportunity to lead us into a 

new future, one that remains 

faithful to our heritage, but 

not weighed down by it.

—The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata ’08 
—Rector, St. Michael and All Angels Church

ADVANCING VTS

Beth Lewis with Mitzi Jarrett Budde, D.Min., 
head librarian and professor.
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Episcopalians are all about balance. 
On the one hand, we must resist the 
temptation to turn our Lord Jesus 
Christ into a member of the U.S. 
Congress from Galilee South who 
opines on every single injustice (as  
we see it)—from the major to the 
minor—and turns every sermon 
into an extension of MSNBC. On 
the other hand, we must resist the 
temptation to ignore the fact that 
social justice is a major theme of the 
Prophets and the Gospels. It might be 
easier to imagine that Christianity is 
simply about life, individual moral behavior, and life after 
death. The Church is not a social club for potluck suppers 
with all the right people. We need to find the balance, the 
biblical balance.

So how do we find this balance? Let us start with the truth 
that we are in the business of cosmic truth. We preach 
a God who created this vast universe, using the messy 
processes of evolution, to enable humanity to have a close 
relationship with God. We preach the challenge of human 
frailty and brokenness which inflicts hurt on those around 
us. We preach the Good News of an Incarnation that 
creates the gift of grace through the cross that can, through 
no credit of our own, bring us into a right relationship 
with God and each other. We locate this entire drama, the 
mystery of divine and human love, in the context of liturgy. 
It is this cosmic framework that makes Sunday morning 
different. Unlike cable news, we locate our lives in a vast 
narrative that locates our smallness within a perspective 
of cosmic love. Any preacher who loses sight of this 
framework is failing the congregation.

Yet the task of the preacher is to connect with the 
congregation. Liturgically, the congregation has heard 
from the written Word (in the form of the Old Testament, 

Psalm, and Epistle) and from the 
Eternal Word (in the form of the 
Gospels). In the proclaimed Word, 
the preacher should now connect the 
written and Eternal Word with the 
moment in which the congregation is 
located. Sometimes words of comfort 
are needed; sometimes words of 
challenge; sometimes it is instruction 
and clarification, grounded in the text 
of Scripture.

Balance is best found with a sense 
of perspective. The truth about the 

political is that there are many sides. Part of the Anglican 
ethos is to teach that being ethical is not simply a set of 
conclusions about God and society; rather, the Anglican 
ethos is about the process of reaching those conclusions 
and living with the questions. In other words, we should 
witness to the need for civility—the capacity to understand 
differing viewpoints, the need for conversation, and 
the important imperative of not demonizing the other. 
We should offer our political perspective with some 
humility, always recognizing that it is a deep sin to use the 
proclaimed Word as a political tool.

A sense of perspective means that we make sure we 
distinguish between the major and the minor. Explicit 
racism and the emergence of white supremacists are deep 
sins. You might hold strong views about health care or tax 
reform, but these are second order issues compared to the 
deep sin of denying the fundamental equality of all. Getting 
the biblical balance means picking our moments. Our task 
is to focus on God, the gospel, and sin in all its forms. 
Sometimes, occasionally, the confrontation is political, and, 
in keeping with the cosmic themes of our preaching, those 
moments are always the fundamental questions, never 
the constant back and forth of the political debate of the 
country. May God help us to find that biblical balance.

Getting the  
BIBLICAL 
BALANCE
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. 

Dean and President



Upcoming Alumni Events
Shelagh Casey Brown

Director of Alumni and Church Relations

I am delighted to share the following highlights of news, 
events, and programs from your Alumni Office. As always, 
with blessings and deep thanks for your prayers and 
support of Virginia Theological Seminary. Please contact us 
for questions (703) 461-1711 or scbrown@vts.edu. 

General Convention:  
July 3–13, 2018 
VTS looks forward to 
seeing many alumni 
and friends in Austin, 
Texas, this July 3–13. In 
addition to our exhibit, 
we will host two events:

Sunday, July 8, 6:30 p.m. at the LBJ Presidential Library.  
Join us for a reception, dinner, and program, along with a 
chance to view the spectacular exhibits of the Library.

Tuesday, July 10, 6:30 p.m. at Stubb’s Bar-B-Que.  
An opportunity to relax with alumni, faculty, and staff. 
Highlights of the evening will include an opportunity to 
hear about the new biography of Bishop Mark Dyer, and 
an update on Seminary life and new initiatives from Dean 
Ian Markham and the Rev. Dr. Barney Hawkins. 

Alumni Convocation: 
October 9–10, 2018
Mark your calendars 
for the 2018 Alumni 
Convocation that will 
focus on themes of art 
and theology. We are 
delighted to welcome 
Brian Clarke, the 

stained glass artist who designed the new windows in 
Immanuel Chapel. Also featured will be regional artist Kiki 
McGrath, curator of the Dadian Gallery at nearby Wesley 
Seminary. Opportunities for off-campus gallery tours will 
be part of the program, as well as concurrent sessions 
focusing on incorporating art and images in sacred spaces.

The Class Reunions Reception and Dinner will be held on 
Monday, October 8, immediately preceding Convocation.

Alumni Pilgrimage to the Holy Land:  
Oct 25–Nov 2, 2018 
The inaugural VTS Alumni Holy Land pilgrimage is 
scheduled for October 25–November 2, 2018, at St. 
George’s College Jerusalem, where our alumna and trustee, 
the Rev. Dr. Susan Lukens, DMin ’11 serves as associate 
dean. She and other St. George’s staff will be joined by  
our own VTS faculty members the Rev. Katherine Grieb 
Ph.D. ’83 and the Rev. Judy Fentress-Williams Ph.D. in 
leading the pilgrimage. 

Among the sacred sites that will be included in this 
pilgrimage are:

• Bethlehem, including the Church of the Nativity and the 
Milk Grotto

• Nazareth, including the Church of the Annunciation

• Ein Karem, site of the Visitation

• Galilee and Capernaum, including the Church of the 
Multiplication, The Twelve Apostles, and Mount of 
Beatitudes

• Nablus and Jacob’s Well

• The Jordan River for the renewal of Baptismal Vows

• Jerusalem, ancient sacred sites and churches, and the 
modern-day city and her people, and worship at the 
Cathedral of St. George’s.

More information is on the VTS website under the Alumni 
section. Spaces are filling quickly so please register early.

AAEC Elections
Please welcome the new Alumni Association Executive 
Committee (AAEC) officers for 2018–2019:

President: The Rev. Ginny Wilder ’12
Vice President: The Rev. Charles L Fischer ’09
Secretary: The Rev. James Stambaugh ’17

New AAEC members will be highlighted in the next issue 
of Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine. 
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Alumni on the Move
1968
The Rev. James R. Wilkinson  
Historiographer for Diocese of 
Kentucky, Louisville, KY

1977
The Rev. Dr. Richard B. Elberfeld, 
Jr.  Priest-in-Charge for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Mayville, NY

1981 
The Rev. Dr. Robert S. Dannals 
 Interim Rector for All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church, Beverly Hills, CA

1984 
The Rev. Terence L. Elsberry  Priest 
Associate for Christ Church Parish, 
Greenwich, CT

1991 
The Rev. Susan N. Eaves  Interim 
Rector for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Richmond, VA

The Rev. Kristin E. Orr  Rector 
for St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
Livingston, MT

1995
The Rev. Jeffrey A. Packard  Rector 
for St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
State College, PA

The Rev. Dr. Allen F. Robinson  
Rector for Grace Episcopal Church, 
Brooklyn, NY

1998 
The Rev. Lynn D. Orville  Rector 
for St. Andrew’s-by-the-Sea, Little 
Compton, RI

1999 
The Rev. Adam P. Kradel, Ph.D. 
 Rector for St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Carlisle, PA

2000 
The Rev. Kenneth R. Pepin  
Rector for Grace Episcopal Church, 
Scottsville, NY

The Rev. Jane D. Piver  Interim 
Rector for Calvary Episcopal Church, 
Front Royal, VA

The Rev. Dr. C. Steven Teague  Vicar 
for St. David’s Episcopal Church, 
Laurinburg, NC

2001
The Rev. Richard E. Fichter, Jr.  
Rector for Hanover-with-Brunswick 
Parish, King George, VA

The Rev. Jennifer Riddle  Director 
of Pastoral Care for St. Martin’s-in-
the-Pines Retirement Community, 
Birmingham, AL

The Rev. Melissa Q. Wilcox  
Associate Rector for St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Carlisle, PA

2002 
The Rev. Nathaniel Luke Back  
Rector for The Church of the Holy 
Spirit, Lake Forest, IL

The Rev. Dr. Lyndon C. Shakespeare 
 Associate Rector for Christ Church, 
Alexandria, VA

2004
The Rev. Leslie E. Chadwick  Lower 
School Chaplain for St. Alban’s 
Episcopal School, Washington, DC

2006
The Rev. Ryan P. Kuratko  Campus 
and Young Adult Missioner for 
Diocese of New York

The Rev. William S. Murray  Rector 
for Holy Innocents Episcopal Church, 
Atlanta, GA

The Rev. George Sherrill, Jr.  Rector 
for Indian Hill Episcopal-Presbyterian 
Church, Cincinnati, OH

2007
The Rev. Rebecca T. Crites  Interim 
Rector for Church of the Holy 
Comforter, Burlington, NC

The Rev. Ann H. Gillespie  
Continuing Education Program 
Consultant, Virginia Theological 
Seminary, Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Betty M. Glover
 Rector for St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church, Fairbanks, AK

The Rev. Elizabeth Rees  Senior 
Associate for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Alexandria, VA

2008 
The Rev. John W. Newton IV  
Rector for St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, Austin, TX

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

PLEASE SHARE YOUR NEWS!

Write  3737 Seminary Rd.
  Alexandria, VA 22304
Email alumni@vts.edu
Call 703.461.1711
Fax 703.370.0138

Send email address changes to:
  dtownsend@vts.edu
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KEEPING IN TOUCH

www.vts.edu  
The official website for Virginia 
Theological Seminary. 

Virginia Theological Seminary 
Magazine 
The Seminary’s magazine for 
supporters of VTS. Published three 
times a year: January, May, and 
September.

Episcopal Teacher  
The magazine for the Center for the 
Ministry of Teaching. Published three 
times a year. 

The Annual Report  
The Seminary’s annual report is 
published once per year for alumni 
and friends. Published each 
December. 

The eNews  
Monthly updates about happenings at 
VTS. The first day of each month. 

The Dean’s Commentary  
Daily updates from Dean Markham 
and/or guest contributors. Daily, 
Monday–Friday. 

Online Resources  
www.keyhallonline.com 
www.buildfaith.org 
www.eformationvts.org

You can also find us on:

2010
The Rev. Meredith H. Crigler  
Rector for Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Baytown, TX

The Rev. Christine M. Faulstich  
Chief of Staff for Diocese of Texas

The Rev. Willis R. Foster, Sr.  Rector 
for St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
Petersburg, VA

2011
The Rev. Melissa L. B. Adzima  
Associate for St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, Denver, CO

The Rev. Herbert H. Jones  Priest-
in-Charge for St. Thomas’ Episcopal 
Church, Richmond, VA

2012
The Rev. Virginia K. Hesse  Director 
of the Whitaker Institute for Diocese 
of Michigan

2013
The Rev. John Burruss  Rector 
for St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
Birmingham, AL

The Rev. Curtis Farr  Rector for St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Fairfield, CT

The Rev. Chana J. Tetzlaff  Priest-
in-Charge for Holy Cross Episcopal 
Church, Wilmington, NC

2014
The Rev. Mary Alice Mathison  
Priest-in-Charge for Grace Episcopal 
Church, Panama City Beach, FL

The Rev. George C. Wong  Rector 
for Church of the Saviour, Denville, 
NJ

2015
The Rev. Canon Broderick L. Greer 
 Canon Precentor for St. John’s 
Cathedral, Denver, CO

The Rev. Connor Gwin  Chaplain 
for Stuart Hall School, Roanoke, VA

The Rev. Jeffrey C. Hual  Rector for 
All Hallows’ Parish, Davidsonville, 
MD

The Rev. Gregory L. Millikin  Vicar 
for Grace Episcopal Church, New 
Lenox, IL

The Rev. Daniel J. Reeves  Interim 
Associate for Church of the Holy 
Comforter, Burlington, NC

2016
The Rev. Mark E. Chambers  Rector 
for Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Port Neches, TX

The Rev. Ian Lasch  Rector for 
Grace Episcopal Church, Jefferson 
City, MO 

The Rev. Timothy M. Meyers 
 Associate Rector for St. Anne’s 
Episcopal Church, Atlanta, GA

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES
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In Memoriam
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; 
And let light perpetual shine upon 
them.

1940s
The Rt. Rev. Scott Field Bailey ’42
4/12/2005

The Rev. Charles Carroll Eads ’47
9/17/2016

The Rev. Robert B. Greene ’49
11/17/2015

The Rev. Charles K. C. Lawrence ’41
1/4/2018

The Rev. Fr. Hugie B. Walker ’45
2/25/2013

1950s
The Rev. John J. Atwell ’50
2/7/2016

The Rev. Edwin P. Bailey ’55
10/4/2016

The Rev. Donald S. Barrus ’52
4/15/2016

The Rev. Carl E. Bergstrom ’58
6/3/2016

The Rev. Alden Besse ’51
12/13/2017

The Rev. James C. Blackburn ’59
5/21/2016

The Rev. Porter H. Brooks ’51
6/13/2016

The Rev. John Tol Broome ’58
10/2/2016

Dr. Lloyd R. Craighill, Jr. ’52
3/28/2016

The Venerable Norman H. V.  
Elliott ’51

9/9/2016

The Very Rev. H. Douglas Fontaine ’59
2/23/2017

The Rev. Canon Michael P.  
Hamilton ’55

1/10/2018

The Rev. William C. Hoffman ’51
5/20/2017

The Rev. Richard P. Jennings ’53
10/7/2016

The Rev. Roland M. Jones ’58
3/5/2016

The Rev. Claud W. McCauley ’55
12/28/2015

The Rev. Clifton J. McInnis, Jr. ’56
9/18/2014

The Rev. Luther D. Miller, Jr. ’50
3/21/2015

The Rev. Louis L. Mitchell, Jr. ’58
6/17/2014

The Rev. Charles H.  
Morris, D.Min. ’57

12/26/2016

The Rev. Charles F. Penniman, Jr. ’57
4/22/2017

The Rev. Spencer R. Quick ’56
5/22/2016

The Rev. Robert S. Seiler ’52
9/20/2016

The Rev. Canon L. Roper Shamhart ’51
7/30/2017

The Rev. John G. Shoemaker ’54
7/29/2016

The Rev. Robert L. Thomas ’50
9/7/2016

The Rev. Dr. William T. Thomas ’57
10/4/2017

The Rev. Herbert A. Willke ’54
9/2/2016

The Rev. William A. Yon ’55
4/5/2016

The Rev. George Zabriskie II ’54
7/19/2016

1960s
The Rev. Canon William M. 

Branscomb, Jr. ’63
1/13/2018

The Rev. Ervin A. Brown III ’65
12/12/2016

The Rev. Roger P. Butts ’65
5/29/2017

The Rev. Claude Alan Campbell ’64
7/13/2017

The Rev. Thomas M. Clarke ’67
11/27/2016

The Rev. Ronald C. Davis ’65
4/23/2018

The Rev. Ballard Dorsee ’67
3/28/2016

The Rev. Canon Donald E. Evans ’68
3/5/2014

The Rev. Stuart H. Henderson ’64
5/6/2016

The Rev. Richard W. Hess ’60
10/8/2017

The Rev. Peter M. Horn ’61
6/16/2016

The Rev. Peter Igarashi ’60
4/15/2016

The Rev. George M. Maxwell ’61
8/28/2016

The Rt. Rev. Earl N. McArthur, Jr. ’63
7/17/2016

The Rev. Jay J. McMurren ’68
1/31/2018

The Rev. James E. More ’68
9/17/2016

The Rev. William T. Newland, Jr. ’66
3/30/2016

The Rev. Howard F. Park III ’62
3/19/2018

The Very Rev. Donald B. Rice ’67
7/21/2016

The Rt. Rev. Edward L. Salmon, Jr. ’60
6/29/2016
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Raymond Glover | 1928–2017

Church musician Raymond Glover, 89, who influenced 
millions of Episcopalians as the general editor  
of The Hymnal 1982, died December 15, 2017 in 
Alexandria, Virginia.

Glover was born in Buffalo, New York, and began his 
musical life as a young chorister at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
there. Later, he 
sang in the choir at 
St. Mary Magdalen, 
when he was an 
undergraduate at 
the University of 
Toronto, studying 
composition with 
Healy Willan, who 
became his mentor 
and friend. His next 
move was to Union 
Theological Seminary 
to earn a masters 
of sacred music. He 
returned to Buffalo 
as cathedral organist 
and choirmaster 
and met Joyce 
MacDonald (1923–
2013), who was director of Christian education. They were 
married on Easter Monday 1957, and remained partners in 
so many ways throughout their life together.

From Buffalo, they moved to the cathedral in Hartford, 
Connecticut, in 1962, where Glover built a vibrant 
music and arts program that reached deep into the urban 
community on the church’s doorstep and beyond into the 
surrounding suburbs. The highlights of those 11 years at 
Christ Church Cathedral included numerous organ recitals 
and flower shows, performances of Menotti’s Amahl and 
the Night Visitors, Britten’s Noye’s Fludde and St. Nicholas, 
and a professional recording of the choir to assist the 
fundraising for their two-week tour of England in 1971.

The 1960s were a time of great change, and Glover played 
his role in musical response to liturgical reform as a 
member of what was then known as the Episcopal Church’s 
Standing Commission on Church Music. During this decade, 
he taught at Berkeley Divinity School and found time while 
on the Yale campus to study organ with the university’s 

organist, Charles Krigbaum. Then in 1966, Glover joined 
Jim Litton and Gerre Hancock to found the Association of 
Anglican Musicians (AAM) and served as president from 
1969–1970.

Jack Spong, who was then rector of St. Paul’s in Richmond, 
Virginia, and later became bishop of the Diocese of Newark, 

called Glover to 
become director of 
music. During his 
time there, Glover 
oversaw the building 
of new choirs, music 
and arts programs, 
and a new organ. He 
continued to travel 
extensively as chair 
of the church music 
commission’s hymnal 
committee, preparing 
the way for the new 
hymnal, which he 
was appointed to edit 
in 1980.

The Hymnal 1982 
was dedicated at 

Washington National Cathedral in 1985, and Glover went 
on to edit a four-volume companion. In 1986, he was 
granted an honorary doctorate from Virginia Theological 
Seminary, where he later joined the faculty as professor of 
music and organist (1991–2000). With Marilyn Keiser and 
Carol Doran he was instrumental in the development of the 

“Program for Musicians Serving in Small Congregations.” 
Following his retirement, Glover continued to teach and 
develop new courses in collaboration with VTS colleagues.

In addition to his decades of service to the Episcopal 
Church, he also taught music and conducted choirs for 
independent schools in each of the cities where he was 
organist and choirmaster—Nichols in Buffalo, Kingswood-
Oxford in Hartford, and St. Catherine’s in Richmond.

Glover was buried at VTS, following a funeral in the 
seminary chapel on December 28. Donations will be 
gratefully received by VTS and AAM. He is survived by his 
daughters, Margaret and Katie, and grandchildren, Sarah and 
Simon Lasseron and Rachel and Susannah Mahon.
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The Very Rev. James L. Sanders ’68
1/7/2016

The Rev. Roderick D. Sinclair ’66
11/25/2017

The Rev. David A. Storm ’65
3/11/2016

The Rev. Robert A. Stuart ’65
9/25/2011

The Venerable Charles B. Tachau ’63
5/16/2016

The Rev. Charles W. Tait ’61
2/13/2017

The Very Rev. Walter H. Taylor ’63
12/2/2017

The Rev. Richard D. Tyree ’61
6/29/2016

The Rev. Edward S. Warfield, Jr. ’62
3/18/2016

The Rev. Elijah B. White III ’68
3/26/2016

The Rev. Charles A. Wood, Jr. ’66
3/12/2016

The Rev. John A. Wright, Jr. ’65
4/1/2017

1970s
The Rev. Marshall H. Brown ’78
4/13/2016

The Rev. Percival G. Brown ’72
6/24/2016

The Rev. Carleton S.  
Cunningham, Jr. ’71

10/11/2015

The Rt. Rev. Rogers S. Harris ’77
11/15/2017

The Rev. Donald R. Hickman ’73
10/31/2016

The Rev. Robert J. Sanders ’76 
1/17/2017

The Rev. Marguerite Shirley  
Kenney ’77

5/13/2017

The Rev. Charles G. Kettlewell ’70
8/29/2016

The Rev. Richard H. Merrill ’71
 6/9/2017

The Rev. Dr. Murray L.  
Newman, Jr. ’72

8/3/2017

The Rev. Robert J. Sanders ’76
1/17/2017

The Rev. Melvin E. Turner ’77
3/1/2015

1980s

The Rev. Nancy J. Conway ’89
2/28/2017

The Rev. G. Milton Crum, Jr. ’84
6/27/2017

Mrs. Margaret S. Diederich ’83 
5/20/2016

The Rev. Martha H. Giltinan ’88
12/12/2014

Dr. Raymond F. Glover ’86
12/15/2017

The Rev. Fr. Julius W. D. Jackson ’88
10/17/2016

Chaplain Richard A. Jacobs ’84
7/15/2017

The Rev. Dr. David A. Scott ’84
1/5/2016

The Rev. Himie-Budu Shannon, Sr. ’84
2/2/2016

The Rev. Dr. Alfred H. Smith, Jr. ’88
12/26/2015

The Rev. Dr. John H. Thomas ’87
11/8/2016

The Rev. David A. Williams ’84
3/6/2016

The Rev. Wesley Wubbenhorst ’89
3/15/2016

1990s
The Rev. Robin S. Courtney, Jr. ’96
10/25/2017

The Rev. Lester E. Durst ’90
6/22/2016

The Rev. Dr. Lawrence S.  
Falkowski ’94

12/26/2010

The Rev. Michael B. Ferguson, Sr. ’93
6/11/2016

Professor Emmet V. Mittlebeeler ’92
10/28/2015

The Rev. Cyril E. White, Sr. ’95
8/2/2017

2000s
Ms. Sally M. Bucklee ’05
1/8/2016

The Rev. Dr. Eugene C. Buie, Jr. ’05
7/14/2017

The Rev. Dr. Genevieve M.  
Murphy ’98

4/21/2016

The Rev. Julie F. Nelson ’94
7/29/2016

2010s
Dr. Matthew W. Geiger ’13
3/9/2016

The Rev. Canon Carlson Gerdau ’13
5/27/2017

Dr. J. Reilly Lewis ’14 
6/9/2016

The above list includes notifications 
received since the last printed listing 
in Spring 2016. Please contact the 
alumni office with needed corrections 
or additional notifications.

We received word of the deaths of 
the Rt. Rev. Ted Eastman and the 
Rev. Loren Mead as we went to press. 
They will be highlighted in the next 
issue of the magazine.
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Bishop Shand Retires  
from VTS Board of Trustees
The Rt. Rev. James J. “Bud” Shand, the 10th Bishop of Easton, 

Maryland, became chair of the VTS Board of Trustees in 2009, 
which he held for eight years. Following the May 16, 2018  

Service for the Mission of the Church, Shand has officially 
stepped down as a member of the VTS Board. 

“His time here has been a season of great change,” said Dean 
Markham. “The Board of 42 persons was reorganized; we 
lost a chapel to fire; we did the largest capital campaign 
in our history; we built a new chapel; we created Café 
1823 and the Flamingo; and we added 38 residences to 
the campus. During this time I have relied on his wise 
counsel and great sense of humor.”

Bud, who would earn a Master of Arts in Christian 
Education from VTS in 1999 and an honorary Doctor of 
Divinity degree in 2003, graduated in 1969 from Canaan 
College in New Hampshire before receiving his Master 

of Divinity degree in 1972 from the Philadelphia Divinity 
School in Philadelphia. 

“Bud has been very present on the VTS campus,” said Markham. 
“Usually opening the start of the semester Fall Eucharist, his 
flamboyant ‘The Lord be with you’ has gone into the annuals of 
affectionate alum memory. Every week, we spoke on the phone; 
and everything from personnel issues to exciting possibilities was 
discussed. As a pastor, as a friend, and as a leader, I have been 
very grateful.”

Born in New York City and raised in Plainfield, New Jersey, 
Shand was ordained a deacon and priest in the Diocese of New 
Jersey, where he served from 1972 to 1975 as an assistant at 
Grace Church, Merchantville.

Shand has spent 38 years in the Diocese of Easton, first as rector 
of St. Mary Anne’s, North East, from 1975 to 1989, and then as 

rector of Christ Church, Kent Island. He left Christ Church upon  
his election as the 10th Bishop of Easton, in 2003, where he served for 
10 years before retiring.
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REFLECTIONS FROM BUD SHAND
For the past fifteen years I have used the Seminary Prayer 
as part of my daily devotions. 

The last words of this prayer are well known to all of us 
as we pray that VTS “will be a center from which LIGHT, 
LIFE, and LOVE shall radiate to the four corners of the 
earth.” These words, Light, Life, and Love, occupy my 
thoughts as I bring to a conclusion my service as a member 
of the Board of Trustees. 

“a center from which Light shall radiate” 

The light that continues to shine forth from The Holy 
Hill is truly centered in the 
proclamation of the good news 
of Jesus Christ, who said, “I 
am the Light of the world.” 

Jesus is the one who illuminates 
the heart, the mind, the spirit, 
and the soul of those being 
nurtured and formed for 
ministry. I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to have been a part 
in the development of those 
who will lead our church into 
the future. 

“will be a center from which Life shall radiate,” 

Life is changing as we live each day. Over the past nine 
years the life of Virginia Theological Seminary has 
experienced the tragedy of fire and the excitement and 
challenge of being responsible for the creation of a new 
sacred space. The 1881 Immanuel Chapel continues to 
be holy ground from which there is a peace which passes 
understanding with the ruins connecting the past, the 
present, and the future. 

Other structures have been altered to provide a ministry 
of welcome and hospitality to visitors; education for 
those who teach and those who learn; nourishment and 
collegiality for alumni, old and new; comfortable living and 
appropriate housing as the Seminary community grows, 
now all live together; the rebuilding of The Butterfly House, 
providing child care in a safe and friendly environment; and 
finally the modernization of heating and cooling facilities 
throughout the campus. 

All of this provides our seminarians with a place for 
developing the skills for the life they will encounter as they 
enter a ministry of servanthood and compassion. 

“a center from which Love shall radiate.” 

Thankfulness for the opportunity to serve on this Board 
of Trustees goes hand in hand with the love that I have 
experienced in this community.

The power of love radiates from the worshipping 
community as the word is preached and the sacraments 
are administered. The dynamics of loving debate and 

deliberations around the board 
table are stimulating. The meals 
shared in the refectory and 
Scott lounge develop a healthy 
appreciation of sharing ideas 
and the development of lasting 
friendships. Relationships built 
of genuine love for one another 
will be the greatest source of 
love that anyone can ever have 
at his or her disposal. 

To single out any one person is 
always dangerous because so 
many have shared their lives 

with me. I would be remiss, however, if I did not thank 
our Dean, the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. for his 
leadership of the Seminary, his confidence in me to be “the 
board chair,” but most of all for his counsel and friendship. 
Ian’s ministry is a source of inspiration, joy, humor, and 
love that all of us can depend on and appreciate. 

As we look forward to our 200th anniversary in a few 
years, may I offer my deep appreciation for the opportunity 
to serve this unique center “from which light, and life and 
love shall radiate to the four corners of the earth, through 
Jesus Christ, our lord.” 

Faithfully, yours in Christ, 

The Rt. Rev. James J. Shand, D.D. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS
Dr. David H. Charlton (2021) 
Chair of the Board
The Very Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf (2022) 
Vice Chair of the Board
Ms. Amy L. Curtis (2022) 
Treasurer
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. 
Dean and President
Ms. Linda Dienno  
Vice President
The Rev. Melody Knowles, Ph.D. 
Vice President
Ms. Kathryn A. Glover, M.P.A. 
Vice President and Secretary
Ms. Jacqueline F. Ballou, M.B.A. 
Vice President and Assistant Treasurer

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Ms. Kirsten Prettyman Adams (2021) 
The Rt. Rev. J. Scott Barker (2021) 
Mr. David Booth Beers (2020) 
Mr. Julian M. Bivins, Jr. (2022) 
The Rev. Catherine M. Campbell (2019) 
The Rev. Canon Thomas G. Clarke (2022) 
The Rev. Dr. Harold J. Cobb, Jr. (2023) 
The Rev. Dr. Chris Girata (2023) 
The Rev. C. Neal Goldsborough (2020) 
The Rev. Dr. Canon Michele V. Hagans 
(2019) 
Mr. Henry Lee Stanton Hobson (2019) 
The Rev. Angela S. Ifill (2021) 
The Rev. Kimberly S. Jackson (2022) 
Ms. Elizabeth Cabell Jennings (2019) 
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer 
Mary E. Kostel (2023) 
The Rev. Dr. Susan Ackley Lukens (2020) 
The Very. Rev. Troy D. Mendez (2022) 
The Very Rev. Andrew T.P. Merrow (2022) 

Judith H. Newman, Ph.D (2023) 
Mrs. Caroline Taylor Norman (2020) 
The Rev. Caroline S. Parkinson (2023) 
Ms. Sissy Poland (2022) 
The Rt. Rev. F. Neff Powell (2023) 
The Rev. Dr. Stanley W. Sawyer (2019) 
Dr. William G. Thomas III (2020) 
The Rev. Christine R. Whittaker (2023) 
The Rev. Dr. J. Douglas Wigner, Jr. (2019) 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston 
The Rev. Ginny Wilder (2019) 

FACULTY REPRESENTATIVES
The Rev. James W. Farwell, Ph.D 
The Rev. Robert W. Prichard, Ph.D 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
Ms. Kristin C. Robertson (2019) 
Student Body President

Bishop Shand and Dean Markham awarded Mrs. Barbara Bush the 2015 Dean’s Cross for Servant Leadership in Church and Society 
Award in St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in Houston, Texas.



SAVE THE DATES
ALUMNI CONVOCATION
October 9–10, 2018

Focusing on themes of art and theology, VTS welcomes 
BRIAN CLARKE the stained glass artist who designed  
the new windows in Immanuel Chapel, and artist  
KIKI MCGRATH curator of the Dadian Gallery at nearby 
Wesley Seminary.

Opportunities for off-campus gallery tours will be part  
of the program, as well as concurrent sessions focusing 
on incorporating art and images in sacred spaces.

CLASS REUNION RECEPTION AND DINNER
Monday, October 8, 2018 
6:00 p.m. Reception in Scott Lounge 
6:30 p.m. Dinner in the Refectory

Questions? Please contact Shelagh Casey Brown  
at scbrown@vts.edu.
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