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After his visit to Immanuel Chapel on 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021, President Joseph 
R. Biden Tweeted: 

“This afternoon, I stopped by a vaccination 
clinic at the Virginia Theological Seminary. 
It's an example of the kind of partnerships 
we're seeing around the country — people 
coming together across different faiths to 
serve those most in need. It's America at 
its best.”
Photo: Elizabeth Panox-Leach
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The family of Clifton and Gerald Wanzer are 
recognized by the VTS reparations research 
committee. 

The Very Rev. Martha Horne ’83, installed as the 
first female dean and president of VTS in 1994, 
shares the challenges and victories that helped 
to officially welcome the inclusion of LGBTQ+ 
students and faculty to VTS.
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Back in March 2020, we became a COVID-19 
“hotspot.” We had the first confirmed case in 
Alexandria. At one point during April, we had 60 
people in quarantine and four people who tested 
positive for COVID-19. Along with every other 
congregation in The Episcopal Church, we started to 
worship online. Morning Prayer on Zoom became 
the norm. 

The act of worshipping God is the act of recognizing 
in God that which is of “ultimate worth.” When 
we worship God, we recognize in God the values of 
love, justice, and mercy. When we praise God, we 
are praising the truth that God is love, justice, and 
mercy; and we thank God for that truth. Therefore, 
authentic worship of God means that we seek to 
live our lives shaped by the values that we find in 
God—the values of love, justice, and mercy. This is 
the reason why the prophet Amos can tell the people 
of Israel that God says:

I hate, I despise your festivals,
   and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings 
and grain offerings,
   I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals

    I will not look upon.
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
    I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
But let justice roll down like waters,
    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

Amos 5:21-24

Authentic worship is shaped by the values that we 
find in God. Amos is explaining that if you are not 
trying to live a life of love, justice, and mercy, then 
you are not worshipping God.

When Neighborhood Health of Alexandria reached 
out to the campus for a venue for vaccinations, we 
knew that we really only had one answer we could 
give. The mission is simple: “Improving health and 
advancing health equity by providing high quality 
primary care regardless of ability to pay.” This is the 
work of the kingdom. After consulting with the Revs. 
Randy Alexander and Jo Belser, rectors of resident 
congregations Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill and 
Church of the Resurrection, respectively, Marty 
Wheeler Burnett, D.Min., acting associate dean of 
chapel, and I agreed that Neighborhood Health was 
welcome to use the Chapel for a vaccination clinic

For this season, the community was continuing to 

FROM THE DEAN

Worshipping God, and a 
Presidential Visit

When we started the process to build the new chapel, the Board of Trustees 
took some time to think about what we needed in our new Immanuel Chapel 
that was being built for a thousand possible worship scenarios in the 21st 
century. Some things were obvious: it still needed to be good for the preaching 
of the word and for congregational singing. Some things were requested by 
alumni and students: it would be lovely if there was a facility for projection–
and projection of a sufficient quality that it was not simply adequate for text 
but also for the projection of art. But there were many other things we could 
not in the moment identify. So, because we wanted to accommodate all 
these requests, a key word emerged; we wanted a flexible space–one where 
everything is moveable. This became a key goal: and it is true, apart from an 
extremely large tracker-action organ, everything in our chapel is moveable.
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FROM THE DEAN

worship God by prayer in our Zoom services and 
simultaneously worshipping God in action in the 
Chapel. Our beautiful flexible Chapel was providing 
a service that the world needed. Flexibility made this 
possible.

The story of this moment could have easily finished 
there. It is an appropriate parable for our times. 
But then during Holy Week, Maundy Thursday to 
be precise, a phone call arrived confirming that an 
advance team from the White House wanted to 
visit the Chapel. With Basim Khan, M.D., executive 
director of Neighborhood Health, we showed our 
guests around the campus. At that point, the White 
House was looking at three possible venues for a visit.

Over the weekend, an army of people descended. 
The Secret Service had questions; an event team had 
ideas. Every inch of the space had to be examined. 
Easter weekend was disturbed for several employees: 
Reginald Gravina, our technology coordinator, had 
to make his way in; Timothy Lawhorn, on-call in 
facilities, was required; and Elizabeth Panox-Leach, 
our communications manager, had to be available. 
On Easter Sunday, we were told that it was 95% 
certain that the President of the United States 
wanted to visit Immanuel Chapel on Tuesday.

At 2:15 p.m., the Hon. Joseph R. Biden, 46th 
president of the United States of America, was 
driven onto campus. He had brought with him some 
Presidential cookies. He had learned that Marty was 
celebrating her birthday. He gave Marty the cookies 
just before the Presidential photographs were taken. 

Then the president toured the site. Those who had 
appointments for their vaccinations on that day 
were appropriately surprised. Little did they realize 
that the president was going to be visiting. He was 
followed by the press corp. We were broadcast live 
on cable. Pictures of the Chapel appeared in every 
major newspaper. My family in the United Kingdom 
even watched on their television news.

After approximately twenty-five minutes, it was all 
over. The president made his way back out through 

Marty Wheeler Burnett, D.Min, acting associate dean of 
chapel, accepts a birthday gift of chocolate chip cookies 
from the Hon. Joseph R. Biden, 46th president of the United 
States of America, while the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, 
dean and president, looks on.

the music room, through the south garden, past the 
dean’s cross, and finally into the car to head back to 
the White House. 

This is the third presidential visit to the Seminary’s 
campus in our almost 200 years–two Republicans and 
one Democrat. Virginia Seminary previously hosted 
President Gerald Ford, who worshipped every Sunday 
in the original Immanuel Chapel, even serving on the 
vestry (VTS has preserved the pew in the Oratory of the 
new Immanuel Chapel where he sat the Sunday after 
becoming president with a sterling silver plaque), and 
back in the 19th century, President Abraham Lincoln 
made the journey across the Potomac to meet with Mr. 
Packard, then on the faculty of the Seminary, who lived 
in a home called Melrose.

When the Board insisted that our Chapel needed 
to be flexible, they had no idea of how important 
that was going to be. They said at the time that they 
could not envisage “every worship scenario,” which 
is why the space had to be flexible. And they were 
right: they could not foresee that worship of the 
Lord God would require a chapel to function as a 
vaccination clinic. But thanks to the wise insistence 
that the space had to be flexible, they enabled this 
moment to be met. Virginia Theological Seminary 
lived the values of the Gospel in this historic moment. 
Thanks be to God.

Yours as ever in Christ Jesus,

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.
Dean and President
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A native of Albany, GA, the Very Rev. Billy Alford ‘92 served in the 

United States Navy before entering Virginia Theological Seminary. 

After graduation, he returned home where he has served as pastor 

and rector of St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Augusta for the past 

twenty-nine years. He is now also priest-in-charge at Church of 

the Atonement, Augusta. He has served widely in the Episcopal 

Diocese of Georgia including numerous terms on the Standing 

Committee as a deputy to several General Conventionsand as a 

member of Healing Justice for Georgia, a task force that works 

to achieve the elimination of the death penalty in the state. He 

is currently president of the Seminary’s Alumni Association 

Executive Committee and on the Board of Trustees. The following 

is an edited version of an interview by fellow trustee the Rev. 

Christine R. Whittaker ’90. 

The Very Rev. Billy Alford ’92
L-R: Richard 
C. Martin 
’61, Saundra 
Richardson ’89 
and Billy Alford 
’92 at the African 
American Alumni 
Reunion 1993.



www.vts.edu | Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine 7

WHITTAKER: I’m curious to know 
about your experience of church when 
you were growing up and whether 
you’ve always been an Episcopalian. 

ALFORD: No, I have not always been 
an Episcopalian. I was born in the 
early ‘50s in South Georgia. My 
grandfather, my mother’s father, was 
a Baptist minister. So, I grew up in 
a very religious household. Never 
knew a time when I was not in church, 
particularly on Sundays.

And it seems it lasted all day long. My 
twin brothers and I really dreaded going 
to church because it was just not the kid 
kind of thing. There was Sunday but 
nothing else geared towards children so 
it was rather boring.

I went to Albany State College 
[now Albany State University] and 
after I graduated, I went into the 
United States Navy and served in 
communications. I had been a speech 
and theater major in college to move 
beyond my extreme shyness. To be 
forced to go on stage and perform 
was a great challenge for me. And 
ironically look what I’m doing now 
with my life.

When I was in the Navy, I didn’t go 
to church at all. But when I returned 
home there was this urgency to go to 
church. I think it was in part because 
my parents were alive and I wouldn’t 
dare not go to church while they were 
alive. So I went to church but it wasn’t 
the same, I think in part because I’d 
had that four-year hiatus from church.

It was an opportunity to look around. 
I was working as a substitute teacher 
in a middle school and the principal 
was an Episcopalian. He invited me to 
The Episcopal Church. I went for the 
first time on Palm Sunday. And I fell 
in love with it. It was so different from 
what I grew up with. But it was a 
place where I felt that I could worship 
without, and this is going to sound 
strange, having to demonstrate my 
religiosity or my holiness. Growing 
up, I saw people make testimonies 
or speak in tongues and shout out 
when the Holy Ghost filled them and 
that was not the case for me. But I 
found The Episcopal Church where 
it was okay to worship and have 
the experience of the divine without 
having to demonstrate that. I was 
confirmed at The Episcopal Church in 
1981 and it has gone from there. 

WHITTAKER: You fell in love with 
what is sometimes called the beauty 
of holiness. I can understand that. I 
come from a Scottish family, a long 
line of members of the Church of 
Scotland. But my parents sent me to 
an Anglican school, and I fell in love 
with Thomas Cranmer’s language in 
the prayer book.

ALFORD: Yes. The liturgy absolutely 
moved me because the closest I had 
seen to the liturgy in The Episcopal 
Church was having watched the 
Roman Catholic mass from St. Peter’s 
in Rome at midnight at Christmas. 
And here I was now in a little church 
in Albany, GA where I was a part of 
that. 

WHITTAKER: When did you first have 
a sense of calling to the priesthood?

ALFORD: That is a difficult question 
for me to answer. I truly feel that my 
calling was affirmed by the people 
even when I didn’t necessarily see it or 
hear it. 

I come from a tradition where you 
were baptized at twelve years old, 
called the age of accountability, when 
you could make a public profession of 
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your faith in front of a congregation. 
Well, when I was twelve years old, 
I didn’t know what to say to get 
baptized. All the other kids my age had 
a testimony to give about how Jesus 
had called them and forgiven them 
their sins and they were baptized and I 
was not.

I jokingly say now that I flunked 
Baptism 101. I had to go back the next 
year. And I prayed and prayed and 
prayed for Jesus to say something to 
me that my sins were forgiven. And I 
didn’t hear that. But that final night 
I stepped forward and it was the 
affirmation of the people shouting and 
screaming out and saying, “Yes, we 
knew it!” 

I learned to rely on that. When I 
entered The Episcopal Church, I 
wanted to know everything about 
it. In my search, people would say to 
me, “Have you ever thought about 
becoming a priest?” and I would say 
no. The question would come again 
and again and before I knew it, I was 
before a Standing Committee. And I’m 
thinking all along I don’t know what 
to tell you. I’m here because someone 
said I should do this. 

But I’ve learned over the years to pray 
and that, for me, the affirmation comes 
more from others who may hear or see 
things that I don’t.

WHITTAKER: That’s a great answer to 
hear because I spent twelve years on 
the Commission on Ministry in the 
Diocese of Massachusetts. During that 
time, we tried to shift people’s focus 
in understanding a call to ordained 
ministry from a call that one person 
heard through God speaking in the 

middle of the night as Samuel did to a 
call from the community.

ALFORD: When you enter a parish as a 
young deacon, it is the community that 
gets you through that and if you think 
you can do it all alone, you’re sadly 
mistaken. And that’s how I’ve lived my 
ministry and my life – saying, “How 
can we do this together?”

I was fortunate to have a bishop and 
a Commission on Ministry and a 
Standing Committee who believed 
in me and supported me. I found the 
same when I arrived at VTS. [The Very 
Rev.] Martha Horne [’83, 13th dean of 
Virginia Seminary] became my advisor 
for my first and my last year. I don’t 
know if I’ve ever thanked her for that 
but it was at the most crucial time in 
my life that I felt she was there for me 
and knew my story. 

WHITTAKER: Why did you decide to 
go to Virginia Seminary rather than 
somewhere else?

ALFORD: The Bishop of Georgia at the 
time, Harry Shipps, was elected after 
serving for fourteen years as rector of 
the parish which I now serve. When I 
interviewed with him, he said, “I’m a 
graduate of Sewanee and I would love 
for you to go there but I don’t think 
you could endure the isolation there.” 
At the time when I entered seminary, 

I think there had been only one other 
Black American who had gone there in 
recent years. So Bishop Shipps said he 
was going to recommend Virginia. 

I arranged to interview at Virginia. And 
I fell in love with it right away. If you 
go to my Facebook page, you will see 
my profile with a photo of Aspinwall 
Tower as my picture. Because I thought 
that was one of the strangest looking 
buildings that I ever had encountered. 
My sons were with me, they were 
nine and thirteen at the time and they 
thought the same thing.

I was told that there had not been very 
many students from Georgia going to 
VTS. But it was the best place for me 
at the right time. I feel an obligation to 
do what I can for VTS whenever I’m 
asked to serve in any capacity. This is 
my second go-round on the AAEC and 
the second time as AAEC president on 
the Board of Trustees. It is a dear place 
to me. And I would do anything and 
everything that I can to support it and 
recommend it to others.

WHITTAKER: That’s good to hear. 
Some people, including some of my 
classmates and my fellow trustees, have 
said that the Seminary at that time 
was not always an entirely hospitable 
experience for Black students. What 
was your experience?

I truly feel that my calling was 
affirmed by the people even when I 
didn’t necessarily see it or hear it.
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ALFORD: Well I’ve heard that and 
I don’t ever dispute other people’s 
experience of their time at VTS. I 
think for me it was my interview that 
summer with Martha Horne and the 
group of people assembled to meet 
with me. I think it was my class. We 
were very supportive of each other. 
And I really think that was one of the 
things that helped me through it. And 
being married but entering seminary 
as a single student, I lived in the dorm 
for my three years there and that was 
an adjustment. To go from living in 
a home to living my existence in one 
room was a humbling experience.

Vaughn Booker and I were the two 
[Black American] students in my class. 
John Harmon and Theodora Brooks, 
who were both Liberian, were also in 
my class. I think that was it as far as 
Black students in our class. We formed 
a bond together, which was beneficial 
to me. I always looked for the positive 
things in life there because I realized 
that was going to be home for three 
years. I had to make the best of it and I 
think I did.

I had a good and positive experience 
at VTS. I’ve had the privilege to serve 
on the Capital Campaign and I speak 
to alums. Some of my colleagues, both 
Black and white, have said they are 
not going to give because of some 
experience they had while at VTS. And 
I think, well, that is your experience, 
but I don’t see how you can take that 
as your sole defining experience of an 
institution, especially an institution 
with a long history like VTS. I’ve been 
so pleased that Dean Markham has 
confronted these dark issues head on 
with such bravery and a sense of justice 

that I think only Ian can. He has not 
shied away from it. And every chance 
I get I try to thank him for that and 
to encourage him. I think the students 
who look like me who come after me 
will find it much, much easier because 
of Ian Markham at VTS.

And he would say to me that he 
thinks it will be because of people 
like me who have weathered whatever 
adversity I may have had and are 
willing to share that with others.

WHITTAKER: I think you’re both right. 
You mentioned the Bicentennial. What 
do you think are the most important 
ways for the Seminary to mark this 
Bicentennial?

ALFORD: Well, COVID has been a 
defining moment for all of us. I think 
VTS is at an opportune time with the 
campaign and other resources at its 
disposal to lead the church into a new 
place in the next hundred years. We 

can do great ministry in a different 
way. I think this challenge came at the 
right time in many ways for many of 
us who were averse to social media or 
technology. We have been forced to 
move into this in a way that I think 
will be beneficial to the Church. 

WHITTAKER: You and I minister in 
very different context. The Northeast, 
where I live, probably has the highest 
concentration of “nones,” people with 
no religious affiliation, in the country. 
And you’re in the South which still has 
a strong church going tradition. But 
secularism is a major challenge for the 
Church throughout the country. How 
do you think the Seminary can best 
respond to this challenge?

ALFORD: I think it’s with the alums. 
And I’m not saying that just because 
I’m with the AAEC. I think the 
Seminary and the Church’s resources 
are with the alums. True, where I 

L-R: Billy Alford ’92, the Rev. Walter Eversley (Assoc. Prof. of Theology), the Rev. Harold 
Cobb  ’90, and F. Wilson Brown, Jr. ’91 at Convocation 1990.
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work and minister is in the Bible Belt. 
But The Episcopal Church is maybe 
an eyelet on that belt. The Episcopal 
Church is not strong here at all. I think 
secularism is taking over. 

I look at some of the churches with 
high enrollment and constant initiation 
through baptism or whatever. But if 

you look at those churches and the 
number of people that check in you 
would think that they must have 
5,000 or 6,000 people enrolled. But 
they don’t. People come in and they 
leave and go someplace else. They’re 
constantly searching. One of the things 
I think we have to our advantage is the 
stability of our churches. 

One of the things that I do here is 
that I wear a collar all the time. If I’m 
working at one congregation from 
nine until four, I will wear the collar 
for the rest of the day, whether I go to 
the Walmart or wherever I go. I want 
young Black kids to see me with a 
collar, and then they ask me questions 
so that I can talk to them about The 
Episcopal Church and who I am. 

WHITTAKER: The website for your 
church has a photograph of you with 
members of the congregation. I was 
surprised that it looks as though the 
congregation has about the same 
number of Black members and white 
members. Dr. King famously said 
that 11:00 a.m. on Sunday morning is 
the most segregated hour in America 
because people worship in segregated 
communities. How has your parish 
managed to be the exception to that? 
And what lessons have you learned 
from that?

ALFORD: It was the Rev. Ed Waldron 
who integrated that parish back in the 
early 70s. He went out and got the 
kids to come to Vacation Bible School 
and when the summer was over, he 
asked the kids to stay and they did. 
And their parents started to come, and 
they were welcomed. When he left, 
they called the Rev. Harry Shipps and 
he maintained the same policy. The 
church’s motto is open at all times to 
all people. And we live by that. 

I was the first Black priest ordained 
in the diocese to be assigned to a 
predominantly white congregation. 
When the rector resigned for health 
reasons, the Vestry offered me the 
position. I said to them, “If you call me 
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as your rector, the parish will change. 
It will now be a Black congregation by 
virtue of the Black rector. And the senior 
warden said to me, “We’ve already 
discussed that. There are five families 
here who have said that they will leave 
if you are called. When this parish 
integrated, we had people that said they 
would leave and we weathered that 
storm. And we’re willing to weather 
that storm again. Because we think it is 
the right thing to do.”

Of the five families that were identified 
to me, four of them left. The couple 
who did not leave became my most 
staunch supporters. Of the four couples 
that left, three of them returned. They 
continued to worship in the place that 
was their home church and I welcomed 
them back in the same spirit.

I always think, why isn’t the entire city 
worshipping at our church? I think we 

live into what we say we want to be in 
this city and in this state. 

WHITTAKER: You preached 
passionately at Convocation last 
fall about the call to the Church to 
work for social justice. Some clergy, 
including our fellow trustee [The Rev.] 
Kim Jackson [’10], have responded to 
that call by becoming actively engaged 
in politics but you have not. I’d be 
interested to hear your thoughts about 
that and particularly your response 
to people who say that the church 
shouldn’t embrace one political 
position.

ALFORD: I really admire and respect 
Kim for her work. Kim and I worked 
together a few years ago advocating for 
the abolishment of the death penalty in 
Georgia. I’ve been very active in racial 
and social justice in our diocese from 
the very beginning. 

I have not been actively involved in 
politics. But I haven’t shied away from 
preaching about it. To the point that I 
got in big trouble after the election in 
talking about Black Lives Matter issues 
and white supremacy. I was really 
surprised at the reaction from people 
in both congregations. 

One person said, “How dare you 
quote John Lewis to me in a sermon I 
got to hear at my church where I grew 
up as a child and where we welcome 
you here.” 

I learned that things that are dear to 
me, I will not shy away from them. 

But I’ve had no desire to enter politics 
in any way. And I have also learned to 
separate my political views as a priest, 
and not shy away from them, from 
those of my role as priest and pastor of 
a particular congregation. 

Action Day 1991 (Martin Luther King Day), 
Billy Alford, back row, right, rings bells 
with a senior participant at Sara’s Circle, 
an organization dedicated to providing 
housing and social services to low-income 
elderly residents in Washington, D.C. The 
children of the Church of the Resurrection 
in Alexandria provided the bellringing 
instruction for the intergenerational 
program. This is what would eventually 
morph into the MLK Martyrdom 
Commemoration.
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FACULTY NEWS

Holy Imagination: A Literary and Theological 
Introduction to the Whole Bible
Judy Fentress-Williams 
(Abingdon Press, 2021)

This introduction is informed by both literary theory and theology, 
grouping sections of the whole Bible together by genre. Each section 
identifies and describes the genre (such as historiography, poetry, 
prophecy, gospel, letter, apocalypse), and then moves into a discussion 
about the literary characteristics and theological insights. The words 
are the same, but we are not; and for that reason, there are always new 
discoveries.

No Turning Back: The Black Presence at 
Virginia Theological Seminary
Joseph Constant ’03
(VTS Press, 2009)

Back in print, No Turning Back explores both the history of racism in 
the life of VTS and the efforts to address its past failures. Following the 
story from slavery, through segregation, the Civil Rights Movement, 
and the challenges that are still being addressed, No Turning Back is an 
important and timely record that all should explore. 

Systematic Theology, Volume 2: The 
Doctrine of the Trinity: Processions and 
Persons
Katherine Sonderegger
(Fortress Press, 2020)

Locating her analysis first in the Hebrew Scriptures, Sonderegger 
examines the thrice-holy God that is proclaimed to Isaiah in the 
sanctuary and manifested in the sacrifice of the temple. “It is a privilege 
to have Dr. Sonderegger on our faculty,” said Dean Markham. “As a 
preacher, teacher, and scholar, she combines deep faith with penetrating 
intellect. For her service and for this book, I am deeply grateful.”

Publications

No Turning Back
The Black Presence at Virginia Theological Seminary

GO YE INTO THE WORLD and Preach the Gospel”
has long been the call of Virginia Theological
Seminary. The question has been who should go and to

whom should they preach. For over 140 years of its existence,
VTS’ call was for white men to engage in ministry. Only in the
last sixty years has VTS even allowed black students to enroll.
The story and struggle of many of the students is told here in this
book in their voice.

True transformation and true engagement in a ministry to white
and black requires an understanding of our history as brothers and
sisters in Christ. The history of the black presence at both Bishop
Payne Divinity School (BPDS), the Episcopal Church’s seminary
for blacks and the VTS is one of faith, courage and sacrifice and
this history must be honored. This history must be understood
and celebrated as we seek to empower a new generation of new
leaders. We must engage in this transforming process to ensure
that we have people of African descent in the Episcopal Church 20
years from now. Each generation has a choice to make in how 
history is made and shaped and the challenge for this generation is
to examine its own transformative powers.

Beginning with its first student, James Solomon Russell, BPDS
has produced significant religious leaders for the Episcopal
Church. These men and women have served in various capacities
throughout the United States and the world. Their efforts expanded
the African American Episcopal Church and encouraged new
priests to enter the ministry.

It wasn’t until 1951 that the first African American student was
allowed to enroll in the Master in Divinity program at VTS. John
T. Walker left a legacy at VTS and in the Episcopal Church that
generations of religious leaders must strive to emulate. This book
honors those who finally had the courage to discern that the time
had come for VTS to fully live out its creed for all of its brothers
and sisters to “go ye into all the world and preach the gospel.”

As VTS moves into the 21st century, it is imperative that the
Seminary leads the way in repairing past wrongs for the better-
ment of the larger Body of Christ, the Church. VTS has the
resources, the faculty, students, the alumni, and must use them
wisely in shaping leaders for the Church with boldness and
courage. VTS must be the place where people of all creeds, lan-
guages and ethnic backgrounds engage in a ministry that will
bring life and hope to a world starving to feel the love of God and
to know God’s purpose for their lives.

J o s e p h  C o n s t a n t is Director of Ethnic
Ministries and Student Life at Virginia Theological Seminary
(VTS). His work includes recruiting students of color and work-
ing with faculty, staff and students at VTS to create transforming
educational opportunities within the VTS community.

Ordained as an Episcopal priest in 2004, Joseph previously served
as the Assistant Rector at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in
Washington, DC. A native of Haiti, Joseph continues to travel 
regularly to Haiti to support the efforts of Haiti Micah Project, a
nonprofit working with the impoverished street children in Haiti.
Joseph and his wife Sarah are the proud parents of two girls, Claire
and Christiana.

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8

HOW WOULD YOU GO ABOUT IT?

How do you overcome the barriers of

language, ethnic background, culture,

and religion and all the things that confront us in

the world?  How do you overcome those things so

that somehow or other God’s message becomes

clear?  In the bewilderment of Pentecost, they heard

and they knew.  For Jesus had said he would send the

Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, to stay with them to

guide them into all truth.  And Jesus had promised

that through the Spirit he would overcome all the

barriers that confronted his disciples in the world.”

—BISHOP JOHN T. WALKER

Pentecost 1980

PO Box 465
Brainerd, Minnesota 56401

www.EvergreenPress.net
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Home: The Houses at Virginia Theological 
Seminary
Elaine J. Croft
(VTS Press, 2021)

Home tells the story of all the house on the Holy Hill. This book 
witnesses the obligation for Seminary faculty to be available through 
worship, table fellowship, and teaching. Filled with photos and stories, 
Home is a beautiful testament to the determined work of developing 
the VTS strength of residential theological education.

Syncretism and Christian Tradition: Race 
and Revelation in the Study of Religious 
Misture 
Ross Kane
(Oxford University Press, 2020)

Christianity has always mixed with local cultures. Yet, in the last 
century, the term for such a mixture—syncretism—became an insult 
in Christian theology. Find out how racism has shaped Christian 
understandings of religious mixture, then discover how the Holy Spirit 
can reveal Jesus amid such mixture. 

VTS Journal 2019-2020: A Collection 
of Sermons and Lectures from Virginia 
Theological Seminary
Edited by Dorothy Pearson and Curtis W. Prather
(VTS Press, 2020)

Virginia Theological Seminary’s second annual volume of sermons, 
lectures, and authors from the 2020 academic year includes: Lewis 
O. Ayres, D. Phil., the Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, the Rev. 
Joseph Constant ’03, the Rev. A. Katherine Grieb, Ph.D. ’83., the Rev. 
Ruthanna B. Hooke, Ph.D., the Very Rev. Martha J. Horne ’83, the 
Very Rev. Cynthia Briggs Kittredge, Th.D., and many more.

FACULTY NEWS

The Houses at Virginia Theological Seminary

Elaine J. Croft

HOME
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FACULTY NEWS

The Rt. Rev. James R. Mathes ’91  
Retires from VTS

Arriving in 2017, 
the Rt. Rev. James 
“Jim” Mathes has 
served with dedication 
and effectiveness for 
these last four years. 
As associate dean of 
students, he oversaw 
the largest junior class 
into the Seminary 
since 2002; he was a 

gentle pastoral presence, advocating for students 
both within and outside the Seminary, and as a 
professor in the classroom he brought a wealth of 
parish and diocesan experience. 

“I remember when he mentioned that he had 
taken a decision to ‘stop critiquing and criticizing 
a sermon but instead to listen to what the Spirit 
is saying to me in the sermon’ and I marveled 
and was challenged,” said the Very Rev. Ian S. 
Markham, Ph.D., dean and president. “Here was 
a simple discipline grounded in a love of God and 
a commitment to discipleship.”

In 2019-20, Mathes held both the associate dean 
of students and director of contextual ministry 
positions, service that took a different course as 
the pandemic impacted our campus. And in this 
past year, as the associate dean of Chapel, he was 
the one that shifted smoothly and effectively from 
“in person” worship to “on-line” worship. 

“His rich and distinguished life of service 
represents all that we hope for our students,” 
said the Rev. Melody Knowles, vice president of 
academic affairs. “Jim’s love of God and heart for 
all of God’s children is boundless. He nurtured 
a rich community life on campus and worked 
tirelessly to launch our students into their new 
ministries. I’m so glad that he will continue to 
teach at VTS on an occasional basis.” 

Making sure to hold abundant time for his wife, 
Terri, his children, and granddaughter, Jim will 
return San Diego with Terri, where he will focus 
on his work as a spiritual director and leadership 
coach. In addition, the Rt. Rev. Susan Brown 
Snook, D.Min. ’21, bishop of San Diego, has 
asked Jim to serve as Dean of Studies in the 
Diocesan School for Ministry. Fortunately for 
VTS, Jim will be a Dean’s Scholar residing on 
campus for the fall semester.

“Having the opportunity to work closely with 
Jim during my first two years at VTS was such a 
blessing,” said Derek Greten-Harrison, director of 
admissions and financial aid. “I learned so much 
from him not only about The Episcopal Church, 
but also about organizations, people, and life 
in general. He was a wonderful mentor: kind, 
compassionate, and with that delightfully dry 
sense of humor. Knowing Terri has been a real joy 
as well. I will miss them both.”
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Commemoration of the Martyrdom of  
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

On April 14 and 15, 2021, VTS hosted 
the 14th annual Commemoration of 
the Martyrdom of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Beginning the two-day 
program, the Rev. Joseph Thompson, 
Ph.D. ’18, assistant professor of race 
and ethnicity studies and director of 
Multicultural Ministries, presented 
a sermon with the challenging theme 
“Lord it is so difficult to continue to love 
those who hate with such vitriol and 
persistence.”

Our keynote speaker, the Rev. Eboni 
Marshall Turman, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of theology and African 
American religion at Yale Divinity 
School, gave a powerful talk on 
“Slain… in the Spirit: A Black Womanist 
Pneumatological Aesthetic of the 
Movement for Black Lives.”

Dr. Turman outlined the ways in 
which a Black woman participation of 
“falling” is a challenge to patriarchy. 
The truth of being slain is indeed of the 
Spirit, but it can also be interpreted as 
a cathartic expression of “death within 
the Church.” She linked this movement 
of a woman’s body with the “die in” 
protests that have emerged. The crucial 
step in all cases is that they rise back up. 
This movement down to the ground and 
then rising back up again is an act of 
resistance that stresses that “Black Lives 
Matter.” 

“A seminary seeks to prepare 
seminarians for service in the world. 
This program is essential for such 
preparation,” said Dean Markham. 
“Discipleship requires us to hear, listen, 
and appreciate the importance of 
challenging racism in the world.”

ON HOLY HILL

The Way of the Cross
During Lent this year, VTS produced 
and offered a new video, The Way 
of the Cross, for use in worship and 
individual devotion during the season. 

“In this era of online worship, many 
smaller parishes struggle with video 
production and copyright permissions,” 
said Marty Wheeler Burnett, D.Min., 
acting associate dean of chapel, 
associate professor of church music, 
and director of chapel music. “Even in 
larger parishes, staff members are facing 
exhaustion and burnout as they cope 
with the ongoing pandemic. As a way 
of sharing our resources, VTS is offering 
this video as a gift to the wider church.”

The video includes images of the 
Stations of the Cross by adjunct 
instructor Margaret “Peggy” Adams 
Parker, insights from the Rev. James W. 

Farwell, Ph.D., professor of theology 
and liturgy, and the music composed 
by Burnett. 

“In this age of pandemic, beautiful 
initiatives are emerging,” said Dean 
Markham. “This ‘stations of the cross’ 
resource is exceptional. We have a 
devotional tool that really helps you 
walk with Jesus in his journey to the 
cross.”

Along with the video, Lifelong 
Learning at VTS provided a set of 
accompanying questions for reflection 
and discussion, free of charge for 
parishes, dioceses, ministry networks, 
and friends. Spanish language versions 
of the video and supplemental materials 
were also available in the days ahead 
through Building Faith at buildfaith.org.

“Station V” by Margaret “Peggy” Adams Parker.
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Bishop Payne Library
We believe that our contractor, 
Whiting-Turner, have a chance to finish 
on time, but also has a chance to finish 
a week or so late. At this point, it really 
depends on how well the subs staff the 
site and if the city inspections go well. 

Work on the interior is proceeding 
nicely, and the Library staff recently 
took a tour. For the exterior of the 
building, all the site utility work is 
done, windows installed, and the 
glass sub started installation of the 
vestibule. Whiting-Turner cleared up 
the landscape in May.

All electrical work is complete, except 
some final connections and removing 
the Dominion meter and wiring 
installed for the temporary power. 
Permanent power is up and running.

Bell House and Maywood
(Campus residences which are 
becoming apartments for students)
Walls and ceilings are complete in 
Bell, as is lower-level waterproofing 
and drainage. Two new window-
wells have been installed to provide 
egress from bedrooms. The lower-level 
apartment bluestone patio is underway. 
Dominion Energy has started their 
work but needs to come back to 
make final connections. Focus Data 
Solutions is arranging for voice and 
data connections through Comcast. 
Flooring, cabinetry and then appliances 
will follow in late spring. 

Walls and foundations have been 
reinforced in Maywood, one of the 
oldest buildings on campus, and a new 
sewer line was installed. The lower-
level slab has been dropped about nine 
inches to allow for eight-foot ceilings 
on that floor. Mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing are complete and wall close-
ins have started. Final steps include 
finishing drywall, installing cabinetry 
and appliances, and painting.

Bell is on track for June 1 occupancy 
and Maywood remains on track for 
July. We will be ready for the return of 
students in August.

Campus Construction Update
By The Rev. J. Barney Hawkins IV, Ph.D.
Co-Director of the Bicentennial Campaign

Virginia Theological Seminary continues to prepare for its third century of service. 

Campus construction is part of our celebration of our historic milestone in 2023. 

Our Bicentennial Campaign is helping us to accomplish the construction projects 

and renovations. Here are updates:

Welcome Center
Interior renovation and exhibition 
design are underway, and we expect 
to commence work in September 
once the Library has moved out. The 
project will include solar panels on the 
southwest-facing roof.

Deanery
Designs are complete and currently 
under permit review with the City 
of Alexandria. The job is also out to 
bid. We expect to have a contractor 
under contract and a permit in-hand 
by late spring, which should allow 
for occupancy in the spring or early 
summer 2022.

This summary of Bicentennial campus 
construction with photographs does 
not fully capture the complexity of 
undertaking multiple projects. We are 
very grateful that Sean Regan and his 
brother, Will Regan, are our project 
managers. Jacqueline Ballou, MBA, 
our vice president for finance and 
administration, and I meet often with 
them as we deal with all the challenges 
and opportunities.Bell House

Maywood
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Paddock Lectures at 
General Theological 
Seminary
On April 19 and 20, Dean 
Markham delivered the 2021 
Paddock Lectures at General 
Theological Seminary in New 
York City. 

Speaking on the topic of 
“Christianity on a Post-Pandemic 
World,” Dean Markham 
explored the theological and 
ecclesiological landscape post-
pandemic. How will the Church 
respond? How do you do hybrid 
church, where some people 
can watch a recording and 
others are present? How do you 
persuade people that presence 
and proximity are worth the 
hassle? Emerging from the global 
pandemic will be the defining 
moment of our generation. 

Founded in 1880 by General 
Seminary benefactor, George 
A. Jarvis, and named in honor 
of the Rt. Rev. Benjamin Henry 
Paddock (GTS 1852), the 
Paddock Lectures have featured 
many of the world’s leading 
theologians including Francis J. 
Hall, Diogenes Allen, William 
Temple, and Rowan Williams. 
Dean Markham’s lectures will 
be available in the VTS Journal: 
2020-2021, available this fall. 

1823 Reopens
After more than a year, the Seminary’s café reopened on Thursday, 
April 8 for students, staff, faculty, and neighbors. 

Named in honor of VTS’ founding year, 1823 offers a variety of 
delicious dishes, including wings, nachos, salads, burgers, and 
desserts, along with a selection of alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages. 1823 also hosts special events featuring live music, sports/
game nights, and trivia competitions.

Seating inside 1823 and on the new 1823 terrace is limited to ensure 
social distancing and is available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Seats at the bar remain closed.

Correction:
In the Fall 2020 issue article about the renovation of Addison 
Academic Center and the Class of 2004 windows, the Very Rev. 
Richard Reid was still serving as Dean and President at the time of 
the dedication of the building. He retired later in 1994.
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The Church of the Resurrection 
The Church of the Resurrection in Alexandria, VA, and their 
rector the Rev. Jo J. Belser ’12, oversaw an extraordinary 
achievement. Working closely with the vestry, an idea emerged: 
work with a developer to create 113 units for working families 
and have the developer build a new parish church. Naturally, 
while their campus was being transformed, the congregation 
needed a home. For the last two years, Resurrection shared 
VTS and Immanuel Chapel with the Seminary and Immanuel 
Church-on-the-Hill. 

“I am deeply grateful to this parish,” said Dean Markham. 
“This is innovative church; this is imaginative leadership; this 
is a community taking a risk; this is making a difference to 113 
families; and this is all grounded in a deep commitment to the 
transformative power of the Gospel.”

On Easter Sunday, Resurrection moved back into their 
renovated and transformed home. 

“It was our privilege to play our small role and we join 
with the rest of the diocese of Virginia in acknowledging the 
extraordinary achievement of this remarkable congregation,” 
said Markham.

Alumni Convocation 2021 – Tuesday, October 12
with Keynoter Donyelle McCray ’06 

Virginia Theological Seminary is delighted to announce that VTS alum 
Donyelle C. McCray, Th.D. ’06, associate professor of homiletics at Yale 
Divinity School, will keynote the 2021 Alumni Convocation on Tuesday, 
October 12, 2021.

Author of The Censored Pulpit: Julian of Norwich as Preacher and a 
forthcoming publication on the Rev Pauli Murray, D.D ’80 (H). Dr. McCray 
previously served at VTS as assistant professor of homiletics as well as director 
of multicultural ministries and associate director of the Deep Calls to Deep 
preaching initiative. We are thrilled to welcome her back this fall.  

Electric Cars on the Holy Hill
This spring two electronic charging stations showed 
up outside the Chapel Garden, to give those with 
electric cars a charging hub. 

“Over the next decade, the number of electric 
charging points will grow on our campus,” Dean 
Markham wrote. “Probably by 2030, there will an 
electric charging point at every other parking space.”

With the goal to reduce emissions and clean the air, 
the Virginia Theological Seminary community is 
prepared for lively debate about electric cars and 
batteries in the future. 

Markham added, “The world is changing, so VTS 
needs to change.”



Marking 
a Moment

For there is always light,  
If only we’re brave enough to see it.
If only we’re brave enough to be it. 

(from The Hill We Climb by Amanda Gorman)

The Episcopal Church has many parishes and institutions 

which are old and venerable. It is not unusual to find a 

parish church which is fifty or one hundred or even two 

hundred years old. Naturally, these various anniversaries 

are celebrated. When Bishop Rt. Rev. Katharine Jefferts-

Schori was the Presiding Bishop, like her predecessors, she 

made endless trips to be present with congregations which 

were marking a significant anniversary. The trio of a special 

service, a distinguished guest, followed by a dinner is the 

familiar way of celebrating these milestones.

By The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D., Dean and President
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V
irginia Theological Seminary (VTS) will make sure that our 

celebratory weekend in October 2023 will include these 

traditions. As our Bicentennial draws ever closer, we are 

doing hard and reflective preparation, using a whole host of 

different tools for this significant work. A significant anniversary should 

also be a pause—a moment for reflection and prayer. 

spring 2021, composed by the Very 
Rev. J. Michael Wright, the tenth 
rector and the first dean of Grace 
Church Cathedral in Charleston, SC. 
The Wright hymn text celebrates the 
centrality of space. We are a residential 
community on a holy hill. In his 
beautiful poetry, Dean Wright weaves 
the image of hill from Scripture (from 
the Psalmist to Golgotha) with the 
place of formation that is the Holy Hill 
of Virginia Theological Seminary. 

Our very own, recently retired, 
the Rev. William Bradley Roberts, 
D.M.A. (known to us as Bill) has been 
commissioned to compose music for 
the sections of the proper of the mass, 
including the Introit, Gradual, Alleluia 
and so forth. Dr. Roberts has been 
inspired by Appalachian tunes from 
the early 19th century for many of the 
pieces.

While music is important, perhaps 
over our two hundred years we have 
been best known as a Seminary for the 
teaching of preaching. So, our assistant 
professor of homiletics, the Rev. Mark 
Jefferson, Ph.D., has been set the task of 

This is the season for VTS to pause, as 
we examine our complicated journey 
so far. Our journey as a seminary 
has been both flawed and faithful—
indeed a “strange eventful” history 
in the words of William Shakespeare. 
We need to tell the complete story of 
the past, “for history is a pattern of 
timeless moments.” The past is not 
past. The past is always present. We 
need to name those people whom we 
have worked so hard to forget. This is 
the reason we are dedicating significant 
resources to identify those persons 
who were enslaved and worked hard 
labor on the campus, as well as those 
who were completely overlooked in the 
Jim Crow era. Our goal is a complete 
history—one that is full and textured. 
T. S. Eliot says that “humankind 
cannot bear very much reality.” While 
this is true, Eliot captures in “Burnt 
Norton” what VTS is setting out to do: 

Time past and time future
What might have been and what has 
been
Point to one end, which is always 
present.

Running parallel with the reality of 
our flaws, we give thanks for some 
remarkable acts of faithfulness. We 
have countless alumni who have been 
present at the bedside of a person 
dying; who have preached the Gospel 
with power; and who have held 
together the gathered people of God in 
a congregation. We have encouraged 
scholars and pioneers. We have in our 
ranks Presiding Bishops and composers 

of hymns. Novelists, artists, and 
innovators have added grace to the 
VTS story. We have, at times, been 
timid and nervous; but we have also 
been brave and determined, bold and 
faithful. 

The work of reflection and 
remembering well requires many 
different tools. I am grateful to the 
Bicentennial Celebration Committee, 
chaired by Mr. Christoper Pote, our 
seminary archivist, and the Rev. J. 
Barney Hawkins IV, Ph.D. which 
is overseeing the various activities 
from now until the end of 2023. This 
Committee includes Board members, 
faculty, staff, students, and alumni. 
The range of activities is amazing.

We have a hymn that debuted at 
the start of the semester service for 



www.vts.edu | Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine 21

Marking a Moment

preaching two hundred times in this run 
into 2023. From small congregations in 
rural America to Washington National 
Cathedral, Dr. Jefferson has been 
preaching the Gospel. 

We are in the process of having a 
play written. We were fortunate to 
persuade Non Vaughan-O’Hagan, 
the playwright for I, Dido (the 
extraordinary and moving story of 
Dido Elizabeth Belle, who was the 
daughter of a English captain and 
an enslaved person, who grew up 
in the home of an English judge) to 
write the play. This play explores the 
“strange eventful history” of Virginia 
Theological Seminary from our origins 
to the Civil War to the inclusion of 
African Americans to the ordination of 
women to the Chapel Fire in 2010.

Two books are planned. To celebrate 
the research of Helen Reid (whose 
life we honor in this issue), we have 
a new edition of her book appearing. 

Entitled Home and written by Elaine 
Croft, this monograph tells the story 
of the different residences on the 
campus. The Rev. William L. Sachs, 
Ph.D. and Wanjiru M. Gitau, Ph.D. 
are combining to write a book on the 
historic impact of the Seminary across 
the Anglican Communion. From 
Japan to Brazil, Virginia Theological 
Seminary founded these branches of 
Anglicanism in these countries.

One goal of this Bicentennial season 
is to make sure that campus spaces 
are really looking ahead. So, two 
African American artists have been 
commissioned to paint works of 
arts. Edward Baxter provides two 
paintings which will be displayed in 
the St. Martin’s Deanery. Leo Twiggs, 
an American painter, who utilizes the 
batik process, is creating two paintings 
which capture “grace” and “sin.” 
These will be displayed appropriately 
on the campus.

Thanks to a Trevor Noah interview 
with José Andres, the Virginia vineyard 
“Early Mountain” became famous. 
Given we are a seminary in Virginia, 
the Seminary contracted with them 
to have a red “Holy Hill,” a white 
“Pure,” and a sparkling “1823-2023” 
produced—all with a version of our 
logo. These wines are accompanied 
with a special label for a non-alcoholic 
cider, as well as a coffee and a tea. 
We are using these beverages at all 
Bicentennial events.

So, the “pause for reflection” is using 
a range of media—books, drama, 
music, paintings, as well as beverages. 
We want the consciousness of this 
anniversary to be high, and we want 
the Church and the larger world 
to know that we have reached this 
historic moment. With the 2023 
milestone, we are reflecting on both the 
sin and grace embedded in the journey. 

Yes, we are marking this anniversary 
with a capital campaign. The campaign 
has not received much prominence in 
these pages, but this is all part of this 
moment. We are now in the “public 
phase.” The strength of this seminary 
was made possible by the generosity 
of those who came before us. We will 
strive to give to the future a seminary 
as strong as the one we received. 
Program will be strengthened; new 
endowed professorships are required; 
buildings need to be renovated; spaces 
need to be re-thought; and the whole 
campus needs to be “fit for purpose”–
fit for our calling to form men and 
women who are empowered to serve 
Christ and God’s mission in the world.

The final marker of this anniversary 
is “A Seminary’s Saints and Stories.” 
This digital, interactive wall in 
Addison Academic Center tells the 
full story of VTS: time past, time 
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Bicentennial Celebration 
Committee
• Ian Markham—Dean and President
• Barney Hawkins—Co-Chair
• Christopher Pote—Co-Chair
• Jacqueline Ballou
• Shelagh Casey Brown
• Amy Curtis
• Linda Dienno
• Victoria Elie
• Cassandra Gravina
• Donna Arrendell ’22
• Elizabeth Panox-Leach
• Caroline Norman
• Curtis Prather
• Robert Prichard
• Joseph Thompson '18
• Ginny Wilder ’12
• Diane Wright

Sub-Committees
Art Committee:

• Amy Curtis 
• Barney Hawkins
• Joseph Thompson ’18
• Ginny Wilder ’12

Historical Initiatives Committee:

• Shelagh Casey Brown
• Christopher Pote
• Bob Prichard
• Joseph Thompson ’18

Landscape Redesign Committee:

• Jacqueline Ballou
• Amy Curtis 
• Barney Hawkins
• Caroline Norman 

Events Committee:

• Linda Dienno
• Curtis Prather
• Diane Wright

Marking the Moment Committee:

• Ian Markham
• Elizabeth Panox-Leach
• Ginny Wilder '12

Past Committee Members:

• Katie Glover
• Jared Grant '20
• Dillon Green '21
• Ann Roebuck

future, and the always present. The 
wall of “Saints and Stories” is moving, 
poignant, and powerful. Embedded 
in that wall will be the names of all 
the campaign donors, hopefully with 
a photo and a quote. Your presence 
on the wall is made possible by a 
gift to this campaign—from $1 up. 
In future years, the wall will be a 
high-tech monument to all those who 
loved Virginia Theological Seminary. 

Countless students, alums, faculty, 
staff, and friends will encounter 
this wall in the years to come and 
marvel afresh at the generation which 
made sure that our 200th was well 
remembered.

The wall, “A Seminary’s Saints and 
Stories,” tells our story as we mark the 
moment of our historic Bicentennial. 
We are flawed and faithful. In this 
season of reflection, “it’s our past 
we step into and how we repair it.” 
Amanda Gorman further reminded our 
nation with her inaugural poem, we are 
not ‘broken, “but simply unfinished.” 
“And yes, we are far from polished. 
Far from pristine.” Like our nation in 
Gorman’s poetry, let us give thanks 
that we are as a seminary, “Bruised but 
whole, benevolent but bold.” With our 
Bicentennial, may VTS be given the 

grace to “put our future first, to author 
a new chapter.” 

Finally, all rectors and parish leaders, 
lay and ordained, who are on the cusp 
of marking a milestone in the life of 
their congregations, I do invite you to 
consider how your anniversary can be 
best marked. It is so easy for the days, 
weeks, months, and years to pass, 
barely penetrating our consciousness. 
The liturgical year makes us conscious 
of the passing of time—its precious 
and fragile nature. Birthdays should 
be marked; anniversaries should never 
be forgotten; and yes, institutional 
milestones call for appropriate awe 
with a wide range of offerings to 
insure that all know of the countless 
generations of saints who have gone 
before us, who have made historical 
moments possible.
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Bicentennial Hymn:  

An Interview with J. Michael Wright
By Marty Wheeler Burnett, D.Min.
Acting Associate Dean of Chapel, Associate Professor of Church Music and Director of Chapel Music

BURNETT: Tell me about how you start-

ed writing hymns. Was there a certain 

event or occasion that prompted you to 

write or an influence that inspired you?

WRIGHT: As a parish priest there are 
these events that come up in parish life. 
And so, my first hymn would go back 
to when I was at my first parish—St. 
James, Gravenhurst in the Diocese of 
Algoma in Canada. We had a 100th 
anniversary, so we needed a 100th-an-
niversary hymn. I just gave it a go and 
that was the beginning. In the last 20 
years, I’ve been more actively involved 
in hymn writing — again, around spe-
cial events, occasions national, parish 
events, those related to the liturgical 
year — but it all began back in 1988. 

BURNETT: Now you’ve just published a 

new book, Sung Stories: Hymns for the 

Life of a Church, and our bicentennial 

hymn, “Send Out Your Light,” is includ-

ed in this collection. How did you come 

to write this hymn?

WRIGHT: I was invited to write the 
hymn, and though not having gone to 
VTS, I’ve known a lot of people that 
have. They kept on talking to me about 
“The Holy Hill,” so, right away my 
mind went to Psalm 43, the third verse, 
Send out your light and your truth. 

They will lead me unto your Holy Hill. 
That gave me a biblical foundation for 
the hymn. And from that point forward, 
trying to marry the idea of setting what 
the Seminary is all about and how we 
might play with a number of images 
that would feed that understanding of 
what a seminary is and what it might’ve 
done over a 200 year period. 

BURNETT: I’m glad you mentioned the 

word “images.” I’d be interested to hear 

some discussion about the images that 

you use in this hymn. Which ones partic-

ularly stand out to you?

WRIGHT: I was just going through 
various thoughts about Virginia Semi-
nary. I thought about how a seminary 
is not a destination as much as a place 
we move through in our ministry. And 
in thinking of images related to “hill” 
I thought of other hills, such as Gol-
gotha’s Hill that made it to Calvary’s 
Hill. Obviously, as we go through the 
idea of growing, of learning, of serving, 
I think of the term “of the ages.” This 
is not simply celebrating the last while; 
it’s celebrating a very important mile-
stone—200 years—and so, we want 
to make sure that we’re not simply 
focused on the present. In fact, when it 
came to finding a tune to marry with 
the words, I wanted it to reach back 

and to make sure we honored our 
ancestors. And so, that’s why the tune 
St. Catherine came up. We all know it 
as Faith of our Fathers. The idea is that 
we celebrate our heritage in this hymn, 
not just the present day.

BURNETT: And we have made the 

recording with your words paired with 

that St. Catherine tune which is not used 

much these days. It’s a marvelous tune. 

And so, it’s great that we can marry 

those two in this moment.

Tell me a little bit about your definition 

of a great hymn. What qualities allow a 

hymn to survive the test of time? 

Wright: I guess what I love about our 
history of hymnody, is that yes it’s 
great to praise God, but it’s also great 
to learn about the faith that leads us to 
praise God. And so, I think of a great 
hymn as one that tells a story of faith. 
And in my instance, I want to tell the 
story of faith, rooted in scripture, root-
ed in our tradition. But I also want that 
story to invite me into it. 

That’s why when we think about this 
anniversary, we also want to realize 
that we’re celebrating in terms of today 
and what matters today in our life of 
faith. So, I guess a great story is great. 
And it’s a way for us to enter that story 
and make it our own story. 

BURNETT: Michael, thank you so much 

for the gift of your hymn and thank you 

for talking with us today.

WRIGHT: My pleasure. Thank you so 
much.

On February 1, 2021, Virginia Seminary premiered a special hymn, “Set Out Your 

Light,” commissioned for the Seminary’s Bicentennial, written by the Very Rev. 

J. Michael A. Wright, dean of Grace Cathedral in historic Charleston, SC. An 

accomplished writer of hymn texts, Dean Wright set the hymn to the tune, St. 

Catherine. Marty Wheeler Burnett, D.Min., associate professor of church music 

and director of chapel music, had the opportunity to speak with Dean Wright 

about writing this hymn.



  Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine | Summer 202124

Marking a Moment

The Bicentennial Preaching 
Celebration: #Preach200
By The Rev. Mark Jefferson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Homiletics

Leading up to our 
Bicentennial in 2023, I will 
be writing updates and 
sharing reflections from 
parishes that participate 
in our preaching 
celebration. I want to first 
give an overview of the 
Bicentennial Preaching 
Celebration and then 
answer some questions 
people have asked.

The Bicentennial Preaching Celebration is an 
opportunity to support preachers and promote 
preaching excellence within The Episcopal Church 
and beyond. This idea was born of Dean Markham’s 
desire to highlight the Seminary’s commitment to 
compelling, biblically-based, Christian preaching 
as a significant way to engage the public square. 
The support of preaching excellence is stated in 
our Strategic Plan and manifested in the significant 
resources invested into programs to develop preachers 
such as Deep Calls to Deep. 

In the fall of 2018, Dean Markham asked me “Would 
you be willing to preach 200 sermons commemorating 
the Bicentennial?” Realizing that I was essentially 
committing the next five years (and the weekends 
therein) to airplanes, rental cars, sermon writing, 
and preaching, I happily agreed. So, from October 
15, 2018 until the present, I have been preaching 
in churches throughout The Episcopal Church and 
beyond. In September 2021, the 100th sermon will be 
preached at Immanuel Chapel at VTS. 

I want to answer some of the questions I am asked 
concerning the Bicentennial Campaign:

How many sermons have you completed so 
far? How many churches have you been to?

I am currently at 95 sermons and I’ve been to 
approximately 70 churches. 

How do you select where to go? 

I think of it in three ways. I go to where the 
Seminary already has strong relationships and 
alumni. I am invited by those who already know me. 
Lastly, people hear about it and inquire. This process 
is akin to changing a tire on a moving car. When we 
began this idea, we did not have any of these places 
chosen. I’m glad it happened the way it did because 
it gave me a tremendous education in the workings 
of The Episcopal Church and through that process, I 
have built some strong relationships. 

How did the pandemic impact the 
Celebration?

I was almost stranded in Belize! That’s a story for 
another issue of the magazine. But, for seven months 
of 2020 I did not preach at all. In part, the world was 
in a wonky place and so was I. Also, I realized that I 
had many more sermons to go, so I chose to take the 
time to deepen my spiritual life so that when it was 
time to get back to it, I would be ready. Considering I 
missed seven months, we’re keeping a good pace. 

Another derivative impact of the pandemic was in 
the different ways that I had to preach. I preached 
on a Calling Tree, Zoom, recording in churches with 
no people, and from my office. I felt the frustration 
of rectors and churches who had to make the 
technological leap without much preparation. 
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I am still thinking through the ways we can better 
prepare preachers for engaging the public square 
through technology. Like many of you, these times 
have sent me to Best Buy more than I envisioned as I 
try to equip myself to serve the present age.

Do you “recycle sermons?” What will 
happen to the sermons you preach for the 
Bicentennial?

There is much I would like to say to this question 
and maybe I will in another issue of the magazine, 
but the short answer is “not really.” I typically write 
a new sermon for each opportunity. If your church 
has three services (pre-pandemic) then I would 
probably preach three different sermons. Part of that, 
for me, is that’s just how I’m wired. Another aspect 
is how I was trained. I grew up Pentecostal and 
became a Baptist in seminary so preaching longer 
form sermons are closer to habit. Being disciplined in 
knowing what to save for later helps me to keep time 
and better organize my sermons. But I do preach 
with overarching themes through my sermons that 
provide an interpretive core for my sermons. 
The sermons that I preach for the Bicentennial will 
be transcribed and archived.

How many miles do you think you’ve gone 
so far?

I am not sure, to be honest. I can say that I’ve driven 
across the country a couple of times. Add that to the 
many miles I’ve driven and flown, and I would say 
I’ve easily covered 35,000 miles so far. 

Is there a repository of your sermons?

We have a SoundCloud with some of them posted. 
We have more that are forthcoming. The latest 
project is compiling the sermons from the places that 
I’ve preached via Zoom so that we can archive them. 

What does it mean for my parish to 
participate in the Bicentennial Preaching 
Celebration?

Being invited to participate means that your church 
exhibits a commitment to supporting the development 
of preachers and promoting excellence in Christian 
preaching. Accepting the invitation means that your 
church will be archived and displayed in the Saints 
and Stories display at the Seminary and may be 
highlighted in an upcoming issue of the magazine. The 
size, location, and budgetary situation of the parish is 
not a limiting factor for consideration. 

The author preaches at a worship service at Immanuel Chapel that was part of the 2018 Deep Calls to Deep residency.
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In the 1990s, Mrs. Helen Reid, wife of the Very Rev. 
Richard Reid, dean and president of VTS from 1981-
1994, was interested in learning about all the residents of 
the campus houses that predated her, in particular women 
and children. The result of her curiosity was Search for the 
Invisible: The Houses at Virginia Seminary and the Families 
Who Lived in Them (VTS Press, 1994). As she wrote 
at the time about these less prominent members of the 
community, “Officially they have been invisible, and yet it 
would be a very different place without them.” (Reid, p. 1)

Societally, much has changed since 1994. When Mrs. Reid 
wrote of the lack of visibility of women, she was mostly 
referring to the spouses of the largely male faculty. There 
certainly weren’t any same-sex households on campus. 
Married student housing on campus didn’t exist, and 
there were few female faculty members; when Mrs. Reid 
arrived on campus in 1958, there were none. The handful 
of children living on campus were those of the faculty. 

This year VTS will release a third revised edition in its 
quest to unearth the invisible, simply titled: Home:The 
Houses at Virginia Theological Seminary. Meticulously 
researched and written by Elaine Croft, the Very Rev. Ian 
S. Markham’s sister-in-law and passionate historian, Home 
provides the reader with a history of the houses and their 
unseen or forgotten residents through a 21st century lens.

The second revision, completed in 2001, only seven 
years after the first was commissioned because of all 
the changes that had taken place in the mean. Those 
changes are minor considering the progress of the past 
twenty years. The number of houses has not increased 
significantly, but the number and demographics of 
residents has changed drastically. One small example: 
involvement in community life for faculty and student 
spouses and children was almost non-existent at 
the turn of the century, compared to the whole 
community that exists within now.

Mrs. Croft interviewed all the current and past 
residents that would allow her. She poured over 

Step Inside 
Home
By Christopher Pote 
Seminary Archivist

Chapel, class, lunch. This has long been the 
unofficial mantra of campus life. Some feel it’s 
incomplete without the modern addendum: 
coffee. Either way, the actions and fellowship 
these activities represent have long been 
exclusive to students and faculty, and to a lesser 
extent staff. But what about the other residents 
of campus, those that live here but aren’t in tune 
to the cadence of the academic schedule?
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Seminary Journals and boxes of photographs in 
the archives. And she planned to be on campus as 
we finalized the text and images for a fall 2020 
publication date. Then the pandemic hit. The work 
became remote. Life interjected. And the notion of 
home became all too familiar to all of us.

The campus had become inaccessible, and therefore, 
invisible to the author. But the extra time allowed 
for a clearer picture of who truly were the invisible. 
With implementation of the reparations initiative, the 
Seminary is committed to learning the full extent of 
its complicity eras of the slave trade, reconstruction, 
and segregation under Jim Crow. The nascent research 

is providing us a greater understanding of those who 
were forced to work here against their will. When 
Home was sent to the editor, the names of roughly 
seven enslaved individuals were known. At the time 
of the writing of this article there are over twenty, and 
the number is growing steadily.

Although Home is unable to provide an in-depth 
analysis of slave life on campus because that research 
is ongoing, at the very least it puts the campus and 
the residents of that time in context. VTS and its 
residents don’t subsist without the slave economy in 
place. And the Seminary never felt like home to the 
enslaved, which should never be understated.

This all made the revision of the book quite difficult. 
Croft wants to stay true to Mrs. Reid and her intent 
of telling of the past residents of the Seminary’s 
houses in a lighthearted way, while never forgetting 
or underrepresenting the pain. The effort is earnest 
and the sentiments from the residents within its 
pages are genuine.

As Dean Markham writes in the introduction, “This 
book tells the story of the homes on the campus. 
This witness to the obligation for professors to 
recognize their obligations to be available through 
worship, table fellowship, and teaching to those that 
God has entrusted to us.” Step inside.

Above: Exterior of Oakwood from the early 1900s.; 
Left: Interior Oakwood today.



  Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine | Summer 202128

Marking a Moment

The Seminary Bicentennial:  
Creative Storytelling
By Riley Temple ’14
Collection Growth Specialist for the African American Episcopal Historical Collection

Get ready for the fall 2022 when the 
two hundred-year story of Virginia 
Theological Seminary will be told 
through the medium of live theater. 
The Seminary has commissioned Non 
Vaughan-O’Hagan, a Welsh-born British 
playwright-actor, to tell its story through 
characters created for the stage.

Vaughan-O’Hagan is a theater artist of 
great accomplishment. She is a writer, 
who describes herself as an “accidental 
playwright.” The accident was her 
commission several years ago to adapt 
Jane Austen’s Emma for a touring 
company. Her second commission – 
revived for the Bloomsbury Festival—
was a play called, I, Dido based on 
the life of Dido Elizabeth Belle. It was 
adapted as a soon-to-be-released short 
film. Alongside other projects, she 
has completed a play about Roget (of 
Thesaurus fame), called aptly, A Play 
Upon Words, to be performed at the 
Bloomsbury Festival in October of this 
year. She has written herself into the 
play as Lady Ottoline Morrell. Her 
work on the stage has been received 
with critical success. They include: 

the nurse in Romeo and Juliet; Lady 
Caroline Pontefract in Oscar Wilde’s, 
A Woman of No Importance; a 
deliciously comic Lady Bracknell in 
Wilde’s, The Importance of Being 
Earnest; and an ICU consultant in the 
Welsh language (her native tongue) 
soap, Pobol y Cwm.

The Bicentennial play follows in the 
same vein as Vaughan-O’Hagan’s past 
work, as she says that her work “tends 
to be rooted in either real historical 
people or events,” seeing how her re-
imagined characters can illuminate our 
own times and challenges. She writes, 
“I always seek to bring a lightness of 
touch – humor even, to my work as I 
believe that even the most unpalatable 
truths can be swallowed when coated 
with the icing of laughter.”

The commission came about following 
a conversation with Dean Markham. 
A play that is to depict a span of two 
hundred years demands research not 
only on VTS, but also on the wider 
developments in US history. And what 
a sweep of history it is—up to and 

through the Civil War, Reconstruction, 
American apartheid, women’s suffrage 
that led to the inclusion of women 
in the whole life of the Church, two 
world wars, the Civil Rights revolution 
at home and the struggles abroad 
for liberation from colonial rule, the 
distant and upending wars fought in 
Viet Nam and the Middle East, and 
the at-home battles to finally warmly 
embrace LGBTQ persons and welcome 
them without qualification into the 
earthly households of God. Vaughan-
O’Hagan’s creative task is daunting, 
certainly. Her insights—what she sees 
from an objective geographic and 
cultural distance—an objectivity not 
afforded those of us who live and work 
in proximity to VTS—can enlighten 
and inform that which others see in 
us that we do not or cannot easily 
see in ourselves. Yet it must avoid the 
pedantry of the academy. She says, 
“If I can create a piece of theater 
which entertains [it is not a lecture], is 
thought-provoking and perhaps even 
challenging, then I will be very happy 
indeed.”
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By Andrew Lazo ’22 
Episcopal Diocese of Texas

“Begin the song exactly where you are,” 
urges the Rev. Malcolm Guite, Ph.D., 
who will come to the campus of Virginia 
Theological Seminary in fall 2021 to 
premiere new poems composed in honor of 
our forthcoming Bicentennial.

The last two decades have seen an outpouring 
from the pen of Guite, a Cambridge priest, poet, 
and rock-and-roller: ten collections of poems; 
critical works on Samuel Taylor Coleridge and on 
the intersection between faith, hope, and poetry; 
and a regular column in The Church Times. Guite 
has read poetry with Seamus Heaney at the T. S. 
Eliot Festival at Little Gidding and has had his 
poetry performed at such occasions as Lessons 
and Carols at King’s College, Cambridge. 
He has penned beautiful poems for each of 
the Great Advent Antiphons, one of which 
was orchestrated by famed composer J.A.C. 
Redford and recorded at Abbey Road Studios; 
most recently he published a limited edition of 
the Quarantine Quatrains: A New Rubaiyat, 
illustrated by Roger Wagner, and David’s Crown, 
a corona of 150 poems, one for each of of the 
psalms from Coverdale’s psalter. And of special 
note to those who love and celebrate the church 
calendar, Sounding the Seasons: Seventy Sonnets 
for the Christian Year, offers a treasure trove 
for anyone who would pray (and preach) the 
liturgical seasons. 

By virtue of that volume alone (which, The 
Most Rev. Rowan Williams notes, offers “deep 
resources for prayer and meditation”), Guite 
has initiated something of a revival of the 
religious sonnet. Moreover, if you drop by a 

Cambridgeshire pub on a Saturday night, you 
might catch him leading Mystery Train, his rock 
band, through a rollicking set of his original 
songs. Malcolm Guite has taken his place as a 
great bard of the Christian church.

Further, Guite has served as a parish priest as 
well as chaplain at Girton College, Cambridge 
for twenty years and remains on the Faculty 
of Divinity at the University of Cambridge. 
Such literary and ministerial pursuits have also 
served to open doors to another great gift: 
his captivating, compelling speaking. He has 
given talks throughout the U.K. and the U.S., 
impressing audiences with an unforgettable blend 
of passion, eloquence, and a depth of literary and 
theological knowledge at the tip of his tongue. 

With great anticipation Virginia Theological 
Seminary looks forward to welcoming Malcolm 
Guite to our campus and to hearing his newly 
commissioned poems. Perhaps he will inspire us 
as well to “begin the song exactly where we are.” 

Seminary Poem
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Marking the Seminary’s 
Historic Pilgrimage with 
Pilgrimages to “Thin 
Places” Worldwide
By The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.
Dean and President

A pilgrimage is the moment when the 
eternal is unveiled, and the energy 
of the moment is acknowledged. 
The occasion is framed in prayer 
both before, during, and after the 
pilgrimage. Our eyes are raised from 
the ephemeral and mundane to the 
holy and sublime. In the journey of life, 
the gift of a pilgrimage is precious time 
in a “thin place,” the Celtic Christian 
term for “those rare locales where the 
distance between heaven and earth 
collapses.” 

“Thin places” are where we reflect 
on what truly matters in our lives. In 
many ways, the pilgrimage to “rare 
locales” becomes itself a moving “thin 
place,” as pilgrims find a common 
quest in their life together.

We are marking our historic 
Bicentennial with several pilgrimages 
in 2022 and 2023. Two Epiphany 

pilgrimages in January-February 
2022 will take pilgrims to the Holy 
Land (Israel and Jordan), where 
quite literally heaven and earth met 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. With his 
vast knowledge of the Desert Fathers 
and Mothers from the third century 
onward, the Rt. Rev. Frank T. 
Griswold III, the 25th presiding bishop 
of The Episcopal Church, will invite us 
to meditate on the life of Jesus in the 
Land of the Holy One.

“Gothic France” in May 2022 is a 
pilgrimage to the Middle Ages with the 
transition from pre-Romanesque and 
Romanesque to the splendor of Gothic 
architectural style with rib vaults and 
flying buttresses. We return to the 
period when Christendom was at its 
height; and when the culture believed 
that the telos of society was the eternal, 
as great cathedrals soared into the sky. 
From the cathedral in Chartres to other 

fine examples of Gothic architecture, 
the pilgrimage will take us into the past 
to witness the remarkable achievements 
of medieval culture. This pilgrimage 
will end in Normandy, a “thin place” 
for sure as we honor our country’s 
deep connections in war and peace 
with the people of France. 

In September 2022 “Grace and 
Gardens ‘in England’s Green and 
Pleasant Land’” will be a reprise of 
the much-acclaimed same pilgrimage 
in 2019. This behind-the-scenes 
pilgrimage, with some new features, 
is to the roots of Anglicanism with 
visits which include Westminster 
Abbey; St. Paul’s, London with the 
rarely seen Christopher Wren model; 
Canterbury with a private candle-lit 
mini-pilgrimage to the shrine of St. 
Thomas Becket; Oxford; Cambridge; 
and Little Gidding. The journey is 
enriched by time in small villages and 

One of the challenges of living is to make the passing of time 
significant. It is so easy to let days pass almost unnoticed—today I had 
breakfast, did some work, had lunch, did more work, had supper while 
binge-watching Netflix, and went to bed. The gift of time is not always 
recognized in the ordinary living of our days.
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English gardens, such as Sissinghurst 
in Cranbrook, Great Dixter in Rye and 
Hidcote Manor in Bartrim Chipping. 
With an emphasis on the aesthetics 
and poetic beauty of Anglicanism, the 

result is a journey to the very heart of 
our tradition.

We are beginning to think about 
pilgrimages in 2023, our historic 
bicentennial year. There will likely be 

three or four pilgrimages, including 
the usual Epiphany Pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land and Gothic France II. More 
information will be forthcoming.

The Rev. Barney Hawkins IV, 
Ph.D., our co-director of the capital 
campaign, has kindly agreed to 
lead these pilgrimages. We are in 
conversation about creating a range 
of other options. Millennials might 
appreciate the chance to walk the 
Camino de Santiago and journey in the 
way of St. James. 

Should we visit Rome? Should there 
be a domestic pilgrimage? We invite 
suggestions as we continue to think 
imaginatively as to how to mark the 
two hundred years of pilgrimage by 
Virginia Theological Seminary. You 
may reach out for more information: 
Victoria Elie at vlie@vts.edu. 
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Celebrating the 
Bicentennial
By Taryn Habberley
Executive Assistant to the Dean and President

There are many ways in which Virginia 
Theological Seminary is celebrating its 
upcoming Bicentennial. One way has been 
to partner with companies to create some 
special products – wines, sparkling cider, 
coffee, and tea. 

Dwell Tea Co. is a Black-owned, woman-operated 
business in Washington, DC that provides high-
quality loose-leaf tea blends and tea accessories. 
They are passionate about creating community, 
supporting women, and encouraging healthy 
living. A classic chai blend, featuring ginger, 
cinnamon bark, and darjeeling tea, has been 
created for the Seminary. 

Harvest has created a wonderful organic specialty 
coffee. The company’s mission is to be the world’s 
most producer-centric company by building a 
marketplace where consumers and businesses 
can discover sustainable products and forge a 
deeper relationship with the producers who make 
them. Harvest takes fair trade to the next level by 
funding weather insurance and working capital 
for the farmers. On each bag of coffee, you can 
scan a QR code to meet the farmers. 

Early Mountain Vineyards, located in Madison, 
VA, has produced a white wine, red wine, and 
sparkling wine. Pure (white wine) is named due 
to the usage of stainless-steel fermentation which 
allows the purity of the fruit to shine through 
in the aromas and flavors. It is a blend of 58% 
Chardonnay, 34% Viognier, and 8% Pinot Gris. 
Holy Hill (red wine) is a mélange of grapes, each 

adding flavor to create a layered and delicious 
blend. A blend of 34% Merlot, 21% Petit 
Verdot, 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% Cabernet 
Franc, 4% Petit Manseng, and 2% Tannat. The 
sparkling wine, a brut, is light and effervescent. 

All the items were specially crafted for the 
Seminary. They are a way for us to celebrate the 
upcoming Bicentennial both on campus and with 
the wider community. 
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Celebrating the 
Bicentennial
By Taryn Habberley
Executive Assistant to the Dean and President

Reflecting in Hope
By The Rev. Ginny Wilder ’12
Rector, St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, Winston-Salem, NC

When thinking about the past year we have experienced as a nation as one human family 
across the globe, one word that has seldom been used is “hope.” Many other new words, 
or at least words that hold new meaning, have been used, like socially distantanced, 
shelter in place, pods, flatten the curve, and quarantine. This past year has not been easy. 
I don’t have to tell you that, you have experienced your own “new normal” alongside the 
rest of the world. 

With the rollout of vaccines and a deeper 
understanding of the virus which leads to new 
forms of treatment, we are beginning to hear 
and see and experience signs of hope. I pray that 
with each new blossom and bud of hope we 
experience, that we pause long enough to marvel 
at the journey we have taken to get here and give 
thanks for all the many gifts that have helped us 
begin to heal. We know that as we move forward 
our lives have been forever changed. We grieve 
and mourn the death of almost three million 
siblings around the world who have perished due 
to COVID-19. We can both mourn and have hope 
at the same time.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, I have found 
myself scrolling through my calendar, canceling 
trips and continuing education, canceling retreats 
and getaways, moving many other items onto 
Zoom and other online platforms which has been 
a godsend to stay connected to my friends, my 
family, and my church community. When I think 
of what is to come, all the soon to be rescheduled 
events and trips, one item I am grateful for that 
hasn’t been moved or shifted is the bicentennial 
celebration of VTS.

This celebration of Virginia Theological Seminary 
is a testimony to those who, over the course of 
200 years, dared to hope and maintain that hope 
in some of our darkest moments in our world, 
our country, our church, and in our communities. 
The opportunity to explore the history of our 
Seminary, repent for sins—those we have done 

and those done on our behalf—to marvel at the 
evolution this campus and the institution has 
participated in, recalling of favorite professors 
and classes, the way this campus has shaped us 
as current and future leaders in our church and 
community; this time set aside to remember and 
celebrate is infused with hope. Not just our own 
hope, but the hope that this school has been 
steeped in from the very beginning.

You are invited to participate in this hope by 
participating in the celebration of Virginia 
Theological Seminary’s Bicentennial. May our 
hope rise as prayer and may our hope sustain us 
and those who come after us.

The author celebrates the Holy Eucharist at St. Anne’s 
Episcopal Church in Winston-Salem, NC.
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From its inception, Virginia 
Theological Seminary has given 
special attention to the Church’s 
mission. Founded to supply clergy for 
The Episcopal Church’s expansion 
domestically, the Seminary soon 
embraced international dimensions 
of mission. Within two decades of its 
founding, such alumni as John Hill, 
John Payne, and Francis Hanson 
had begun mission work in Greece, 
Liberia, and China. By 1900 further 
mission initiatives by alumni had 
arisen in Japan and Brazil. In the 
20th century, work in East Africa and 
later Jerusalem complemented the 
earlier commitments. The “Alexandria 
Seminary” as it was known in its early 
years, became prominent in mission 
work. Hundreds of women and men 
trained by the Seminary have served in 
a variety of settings. 

The legacy of mission has been noted 
by prior historians of the Seminary. 
Inspiring stories and lively personalities 
readily surface. The Holy Hill became 
a gathering place for returning 
missionaries, for mission conferences, 
and for international students. 
Education for mission extended beyond 
the classroom. Formation occurred 
through such organizations as the 
Mission Society, and informally as 
friendships built elaborate networks. 
It could be argued that an emphasis 
upon mission moved the Seminary 
toward inclusion in what was taught 
and to whom. The Seminary’s stature 
in the Anglican Communion rose as 
appreciation of diverse peoples and 

CENTER FOR ANGLICAN COMMUNION STUDIES

Probing a Legacy of Mission
By The Rev. William L. Sachs, Ph.D.
Senior Research Fellow, Center for Anglican Communion Studies

cultures became its hallmark. Indeed, 
the Seminary’s influential place in the 
life of Anglican world merits close 
consideration.

My colleague, Dr. Wanjiru Gitau, 
and I have begun work on a history 
of Virginia Seminary to mark its 
Bicentennial. We are grateful for this 
significant opportunity. A focus on the 
Seminary’s role in international mission 
is apt. Although the legacy seems 
clear, profound questions surround 
it. Our history will address such key 
issues as the meaning of “mission.” 
That is, what intention guided the 
Seminary’s founding and how did an 
emphasis on mission prove integral? 
How has understanding of mission 
changed over the institution’s history? 

Prior historians of Virginia Seminary 
have dwelt upon what faculty taught. 
But what did students hear and 
inculcate? Why did an emphasis upon 
international mission arise quickly and 
become extensive? What did students 
who entered mission service, as well 
as other forms of ministry, bring with 
them from their years in Alexandria? 

More pointedly, as the Seminary 
explores its relation to the degradation 
imposed upon human beings by 
slavery, and then by entrenched 
patterns of discrimination, how might 
the experience of mission have built 
respect for varied peoples and cultures? 
In other words, did mission serve 
as a catalyst for genuine mutuality? 
Similarly, what patterns of interaction 

Members from VTS at the Conference on Afro-Anglicanism (April 1994). Left to right, the 
Rev. Harold Cobb ’90;John Agbaje ’95; the Rt. Rev. Benjamin Omosebi ’82; the Rev. Jer ome 
Burns ’78; the Rev. Grace Ndyabahiha, Con. Ed. ’94; the Rt. Rev. Franklin D. Turner, VI’S 
Board of Trustees; Karen Montagna ’95; the Rev. Walter Eversley, VI’S theology professor; 
the Rev. Althea Quarles ’89; and the Rev. Lloyd Casson ’64. Missing from the picture is the 
Rev. Solomon Jacobs ’48.
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can be traced between missionaries 
and colonialism, that is, American and 
British presumptions of exceptionalism 
and cultural dominance? Later, how 
did the Seminary and its alumni 
respond to the end of colonialism 
even as Western influence became less 
formal? What does it mean to speak 
of a “post-colonial” world now? Such 
important questions abound and the 
history Dr. Gitau and I are writing will 
address them. 

It should be apparent from such 
questions that the Seminary’s history 
must be viewed in terms of wider 
contexts. The first is the history of 
theological education in America. 
VTS bore the imprint of Andover 
Seminary in Massachusetts. Early 
faculty such as Reuel Keith and Joseph 
Packard were Andover graduates. This 
pioneering institution bore the imprint 
of American Evangelicalism with its 
emphasis on mission. Such influence 
must be traced in the Seminary’s life 
as prior histories have paid scant 
attention to it. 

Another aspect of context is the 
influence of biblical and historical 
criticism that arose late in the 19th 
century. University-based divinity 
schools such as Chicago and Yale 
were progenitors of critical study 

and Virginia soon was shaped by it. 
Angus Crawford, dean and biblical 
scholar, was recommended to VTS by 
William Rainey Harper, biblical scholar 
and first president of the University 
of Chicago. This tie illustrates the 
Seminary’s interactions with wider 
worlds that influenced its approach to 
mission. 

Most obviously perhaps, the culture 
of life on Seminary Road merits fresh 
attention. One of the Seminary’s 
enduring features has been the sense of 
fellowship which campus life fostered. 
Memories of past student generations 
provide fascinating insights into how 
personal faith was deepened and 
ministry inspired. We will depict the 
fellowship which arose and was carried 
into mission service. We will extend 
this emphasis to include students from 
abroad who came to Alexandria. In 
a word, the culture of the Seminary 
merits close attention. 

A bit further afield, Virginia 
Theological Seminary partook of 
a culture of mission emphasis that 
pervaded the Episcopal dioceses in 
Virginia. Leading lay teachers and 
medical workers in mission sites came 
from Virginia in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. Local mission 
societies grew as well. The Fairfax 

Brazilian Missionary Society was 
an early supporter of the creation 
of a Brazilian Episcopal Church by 
graduates of the Seminary. Our book 
will describe a wider culture of mission 
that enhanced Seminary initiatives. 

Closer to the present, there must 
be attention to the impact of new 
movements of spiritual revitalization, 
in the vicinity of Alexandria and in the 
key sites being studied. There also must 
be analysis of grassroots movements 
that envisioned new religious and 
social worlds beyond colonialism 
abroad and discrimination in the 
United States. The role of grassroots 
initiatives merits close consideration, as 
this work will explain. 

Much work remains on these issues 
and the individuals whose lives 
reflected them. Dr. Gitau and I bring 
a breadth of perspective. We are an 
historian of Anglican life and an 
historian of mission, a Kenyan and an 
American, a priest and a layperson. 
The dialogue we have built will come 
alive on the pages we write. The best 
histories arise from the most probing 
questions and lively conversations. 
We hope that this book will sharpen a 
focus on mission at the Seminary and 
beyond for future generations. We are 
honored to be pursing this work. 

Gathering of Anglican Clergy in Japan (c.1900).  Although difficult to find, Channing Moore Williams (VTS 1855), Henry St. George Tucker 
(VTS 1899), and James J. Chapman (VTS 1899) are pictured.
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We are learning more about people who were rarely 
allowed to tell their own story. Stories that are vibrant 
and inspiring, yet ordinary and, in some ways, quite 
familiar. With this research, we’re finally able to not 
only identify those who toiled for our benefit, but also 
learn about, share, and honor the lives they lived. 

Reading through oral history interviews of the 
descendants of enslaved Black people who worked 
here under the weight of Reconstruction and 
segregation under Jim Crow laws, I am so encouraged 
to see that they lived full lives, created strong 
communities, and passed on a rich legacy. It is a 
privilege for me to play a small part in sharing their 
story and shining light on the lives of the ancestors. 

In September 2019, VTS announced the creation of an 
endowment dedicated to the payment of reparations, 
and the intent to research, uncover, and recognize 
Black people who labored on-campus during slavery, 
Reconstruction, and segregation under Jim Crow 
laws. The endowment is a part of the Seminary’s 
commitment to recognizing its participation in 
oppression in the past and commitment to healing 
and making amends in the future. Additional funds 
have been allocated to support the work of Black 
congregations that have historical ties to the Seminary; 
to create programs that promote justice and inclusion; 
and to elevate the work and voices of Black alumni 
and clergy within The Episcopal Church.  

I’ve spent the last several months sifting through and piecing together information unearthed 

by our reparations researchers. I’ve read personal correspondences detailing the purchase 

and sale of enslaved Africans in Virginia, tried to make sense of 18th and 19th century 

tax records, and quietly sighed and shook my head at slave advertisements posted by the 

Seminary. These documents tell the true and ugly story of Virginia Theological Seminary 

(VTS)’s role in American chattel slavery. But they also give a voice to the enslaved, the 

oppressed, the forgotten, and the invisible. 

Reparations Updated
By Ebonee Davis
Associate for Multicultural Ministries and Historic Research for Reparations
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The Reparations initiative includes a research 
team of historical and genealogical experts (Char 
McCargo Bah, Elizabeth Drembus, Maddy 
McCoy, and Christopher Pote) responsible 
for gathering historical documentation and 
conducting genealogical research to find living 
descendants, and an implementation effort based 
in the Office of Multicultural Ministries, led by 
the Rev. Joseph Thompson, Ph.D. ’19 and me, 
and supported by members of the Reparations 
subcommittee of the Dean’s Taskforce for 
Diversity, Inclusion, and Equity. We are tasked 
with the administration of the initiative, 
specifically fostering relationships with the 
descendant families, assessing needs and desires as 
beneficiaries, determining the initiative’s policies, 
and managing the initiative’s financial matters. 

Antebellum Period 
One of the principally important aspects of our 
research has been establishing an understanding 
of what Alexandria’s particular slave society 
looked like: 

• mapping out a landscape that highlights the 
area’s commercial and social industries 

• the area’s need for domestic labor, versus 
physical labor or skilled labor 

• understanding the seasonality of labor 

• and, most importantly, the centrality of The 
Episcopal Church to the inner workings of the 
enslavement network in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia 

To date, the research team has uncovered the 
names of twenty-two enslaved Black people 
who labored for VTS during the antebellum 
period. Among those names are people who were 
enslaved by Seminary faculty and board members. 
The research has also illuminated a few freedmen 
who contracted their skilled labor to the 
Seminary. One of these individuals is Wallace 
Wanzer. First recorded in Alexandria in 1860, 
Wanzer was a wheelwright and bricklayer who 
worked for the Seminary as a free man before and 
after the Civil War. He had 13 children, many of 
whom went on to work for VTS as well. From 
roughly 1860 to 1960, there was at least one 
Wanzer working on campus.  
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Black people who labored for Virginia 
Theological Seminary during Slavery and 
Reconstruction (as of press time)

• Ann Curtis was recorded in the household of Seminary faculty 
member William Sparrow in 1870. 

• Matilda and Nathan Dixon were a washer woman and farm-
hand, respectively. 

• Carter Dowling labored at the Seminary until his escape in 
1858. He was enslaved by the Fitzhugh family. 

• Albert Fortune was enslaved by John Johns, fourth bishop of 
Virginia, a founder of Virginia Seminary, and president of the 
board of trustees. 

• Burney “Bunny” McKnight was recorded as a domestic ser-
vant for Cassius Lee in 1870. 

• David Middleton, Sr. and David Middleton, Jr. were freedmen 
and skilled bricklayers who contracted their services to the 
Seminary. 

• Milly was one of three enslaved women hired out from Mt. 
Vernon.

• Julia Parker was one of three enslaved women hired out from 
Mt. Vernon.

• William Russell was recorded in the household of Seminary 
faculty member William Sparrow in 1870. 

• Harriet Stewart McKnight Shorts, a washerwoman, her 
husband Burr Shorts, a farmhand, and their 10 children were 
enslaved in the household of Cassius Lee, a Seminary trustee, 
secretary, and treasurer. 

• Sophy was one of three enslaved women hired out from Mt. 
Vernon. 

• Henrietta “Henny” Tate and William Tate were enslaved in the 
household of Seminary faculty member Edward Lippitt. 

• Joseph Terrell, Phillip Terrell, John William Terrell, and William 
Terrell were also enslaved under Lee. Joseph and Phillip were 
farmhands, John William was a laborer, and William a cook. 

• Wallace Wanzer, a free man, was a wheelwright, carpenter, 
and blacksmith who contracted his services out to the Semi-
nary before and after the Civil War. 

• Lewis Washington was a 25-year-old male recorded in the 
household of Seminary faculty member Joseph Packard in 
1870.  

• Elizabeth York was a free woman who was recorded in the 
household of founding faculty member James May, in 1850.

Reconstruction and Segregation under Jim 
Crow Laws 
To date, eight families whose ancestors worked at 
the Seminary during Reconstruction and during the 
Jim Crow era have been identified. Within in these 
families are dozens of individuals who worked in 
service positions like janitor, waiter, laundress, cook, 
farm hand, driver, helper, and domestic servant. For 
two reasons, the Jim Crow era has yielded the largest 
volume of information:  

1. Its recency provides access to more information. 

2. Alexandria’s Black community has long-standing 
ties to the Seminary that go back several 
generations. 

We are fortunate to have the benefit of living 
memory aid us in the process of uncovering this 
point in history. Of the roughly one dozen major 
Black families in this area, our researchers have 
conducted oral history interviews with eight. Of 
those eight families, as of press time, six have 
received reparations payments and we are in 
conversation with the remaining two to sort out their 
wishes before receiving payments. 

Implementation Process 
Upon receipt of a descendant group report, the 
Office of Multicultural Ministries identifies the 
shareholder(s) in a family and begins contacting each 
shareholder individually, in which we share program 
specifics, offer a meeting with Dean Markham, and 
begin working through the details of the family’s 
wishes for their share. Keeping in mind that this 
is an annual payment that shareholders and their 
descendants or designated beneficiaries will receive, 
we support all arrangements made by shareholders, 
which could include setting up a scholarship, 
donating to charity, dedicating it to a larger financial 
goal, or simply pooling funds together. Following 
that discussion, we authorize the payment and, if 
able, honor any other requests. 

The process for determining eligibility is as follows:

Every July 1, there will be an assessment of the funds 
available for distribution to eligible descendants in 
the program. In each family, a share of those funds 
will be provided annually to the members of the 
generation that is closest to the enslaved person or 
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Jim Crow-era employee. The generation must have 
at least one living member. If a person in an eligible 
generation is deceased, then the value of their share 
will be divided equally amongst their children. Here 
is a fictitious example: 

Eliza Jackson worked at the Seminary during the 
Jim Crow era. As members of the generation of 
this family that has living descendants, her three 
grandchildren, Keith (deceased), Frances, and 
Johanna, are the shareholders. Each of them will 
receive an individual share of the reparations fund, 
and because Keith is deceased, his share will be 
divided between his three children. 

In developing this process, we are aware this is not 
a perfect plan, but we find it to be useful and have 
received positive feedback from shareholders. 

This work is new to all of us. We will get things 
wrong, regroup and develop a better plan—the 
reality with such an undertaking—but we believe it is 
worth the effort. Through this project, I’ve learned to 
prioritize the deliberate intentions of the work: repair 

Black people who labored at Virginia Theological Seminary during the  
Jim Crow Era (as of press time)

• Rebecca Brooks was recorded working on campus as a 
cook in the 1930 US Census. 

• George H. Casey worked at the Seminary as a farm laborer. 

• Edmonia E. Lewis was recorded as a Seminary employee 
in the 1957 Alexandria City Directory. 

• Norman Roy Sr. worked for Episcopal High School prior to 
1930. Worked at VTS for over 20 years as a waiter, painter, 
and maintenance man. 

• Leon Strange worked as a laborer at the Seminary and at 
Episcopal High School. 

• Robert Archie Strange was recorded as working at 
Episcopal High School as early as 1880; worked there as a 
waiter until his death in in 1920. 

• Cora Lena Terrell was recorded working as a domestic in 
the Seminary Laundry in 1900. 

• Jacob E. Terrell was recorded working on campus as a 
cook in 1917. 

• Rebecca Terrell was recorded working on campus as a 
cook in the 1930 Alexandria City Directory; continued to 
work at the Seminary through the 1940s.

• John Samuel Thomas Jr. migrated to the VTS area after 
World War I. He was first documented working as a janitor 
on campus and later worked as a laborer at Episcopal High 
School. 

• Charles Wanzer III was listed in the 1957 Alexandria City 
directory working as a helper at the Seminary. 

• Daniel Wanzer worked as a waiter at EHS until the late 
1930’s. 

• Fannie Simms Wanzer worked as a home laundress for 
EHS. 

• Joseph Wanzer worked at EHS as a janitor/engineer until 
his death in 1936. 

◆ His wife Fannie Simms Wanzer, and sons Daniel, 
Louellen, and Joseph Jr. also worked at EHS.

                  
 

 

John 
Samuels 
b. 1908 
d. 1971 

Eliza Jackson 
b.1911 
d.1968 

 (Worked at VTS) 

 
Johanna 

Samuels- Smith 
 b.1959 

Mother of two 
children 

 
Frances M. 

Samuels-Young  
b.1955 

No descendants 

 
   Keith Samuels

b.1949 
        d. 2012 
    Father of three 
        children 

 
Margaret Samuels 

 b. 1929 
d. 2000 

Mother of three 
children 

 
Timothy Samuels 

b. 1928 
d. 1938 

No descendants 

the material consequences of this institution’s role 
in slavery and build equitable relationships with the 
community. 

Each family, each individual descendant has 
their own expectations, opinions, and personal 
relationship with the history of this institution and 
with their ancestor. This work is, in earnest, a chance 
to right a wrong, to humbly atone, and respect the 
outcome, whatever it may be. 
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A Call to a 
Holy Life
The Very Rev. Martha Horne ’83 
Dean and President emerita

Why did it take such a long time? Several factors 
contributed to the delay, including changes in the 
way our society and our Church began to think 
and talk about human sexuality.

In fall of 1970, rumors were circulating about 
VTS students engaging in homosexual behavior. 
Dean Cecil Woods had received inquiries about 
this from a bishop and several students. He was 
warned that a lack of response from the Seminary 
suggested that the “faculty did not regard this 
as an impediment to a man’s ordination.” After 
much discussion, in 1971 the faculty drafted, 
and the board approved a statement confirming 
that the Seminary “does not knowingly accept an 
applicant or retain a student who is a practicing 
homosexual.” The statement also asserted that 
“homosexuality is a pathological condition, 
which if uncorrected, constitutes a grave disability 
for the ordained ministry.” 

It’s important to note that the 1971 statement 
reflected both the views and the vocabulary of the 

American Psychiatric Association, which listed 
homosexuality among its list of mental disorders 
in its Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders (DSM). 

Two developments led to the faculty’s decision 
to revisit and revise the policy in 1977. The first 
was the removal of homosexuality from the 
DSM’s list of pathological conditions in 1973. 
The second was a resolution adopted by the 
General Convention of 1976, recommending that 
the whole church “engage in serious study and 
dialogue in the area of human sexuality (including 
homosexuality).” 

A new Seminary policy, adopted in 1977, 
removed the language of pathology and 
added expectations for heterosexual as well 
as homosexual behavior for both faculty and 
students. It said that “unmarried students and 
faculty are expected to live celibate lives, and 
married students and faculty are expected to live 
in faithfulness to their marriage vows.” It also 
stated that “the Seminary does not knowingly 
admit or retain students or employ faculty who 
do not live in accordance with these norms or 
who are practicing homosexuals.” 

It would not be long before the 1977 policy 
would also be challenged. By 1981, a growing 
number of priests in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Washington (EDOW) were affirming their identity 
as gay or lesbian. When the field education 
director asked if they could serve as field ed 
supervisors, the faculty decided that they could 

From 1823 until 1951, the student body and faculty consisted 

of white males only. In 1951, John Walker became the first 

African American student to be admitted; in 1961, Marian 

Kelleran became the first woman appointed to the full-time 

faculty; and in 1965, Phyllis Ingram became the first female 

student admitted to a degree program. It would be another 

thirty-two years before the Seminary would officially welcome 

the inclusion of gay and lesbian students and faculty. 
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not. Field ed supervisors were considered adjunct 
faculty, they noted, and were therefore subject 
to Seminary policies. The faculty initially refused 
to reconsider the 1977 statement but would 
eventually change their minds after receiving 
additional requests from the field ed director, 
students, and officers of the Alumni Association. 

In fall 1981, the Board replaced the 1977 
policy with yet another statement. It began by 
acknowledging “the variety, even conflicting 
views on sexual morality within The Episcopal 
Church,” but ended by stating that faculty and 
students were expected to “live a life which is a 
wholesome example to all people and excludes at 
least the following: sexual intercourse outside the 
bonds of marriage, adulterous relationships, and 
the practice of homosexuality.”

I began my tenure as dean and president in the 
summer of 1994, just a few weeks before the 
General Convention of that year. I hoped that 
a resolution would be passed concerning the 
ordination of gay and lesbian candidates, but 
that did not happen. Instead, it was decided that 
more time was needed for further conversation 
and study throughout the Church. It was a 
devastating decision for many, since a similar 
resolution had been passed in 1976, with little 
progress made in the intervening eighteen years.

In fall 1995, representatives of the Washington 
Episcopal Clergy Association (WECA) informed 
me that many congregations in the EDOW were 
prepared to withdraw from the Seminary’s field 
education program unless gay and lesbian clergy 
were permitted to serve as supervisors. The 
board responded by changing the status of field 
education supervisors so that they were no longer 
considered adjunct faculty and, therefore, not 
subject to the policy.

The change permitted gay and lesbian clergy to 
be field education supervisors for seminarians. 
It had become increasingly clear, however, 
that The Episcopal Church was facing serious 
challenges to its traditional understandings of 

human sexuality. In November 1995, the Board 
of Trustees adopted a motion committing itself to 
a prayerful examination of the Seminary’s policy 
on the norms of human sexual behavior. A task 
force consisting of members of the board, faculty, 
and student body was appointed to oversee the 
process, working closely with me, and reporting 
to Peter James Lee, bishop of Virginia and chair 
of the board.

Members of the faculty were asked to write 
papers reflecting on the various issues raised 
by the policy, drawing on insights from 
scripture, tradition, and reason, and informed 
by the academic disciplines of theology, ethics, 
psychology, and pastoral care. They were also 
asked to state whether they thought the policy 
should be retained or revised. Their papers were 
meant to reflect the diversity of opinions among 
the faculty and to be resources for ongoing 
conversation among members of the Seminary 
community. 

Faculty, students, members of the AAEC and 
board were asked to meet, each within its own 
constituency, and to prepare a written summary 
of their meetings, identifying points of agreement 
and dissension within each group. Students 
planned and facilitated two forums, meeting in 
small groups with no faculty present. The AAEC 
sent a questionnaire to more than three thousand 
alumni, receiving 465 responses. Reports from the 
student forums and AAEC questionnaires were 
collated and shared with the Seminary community. 
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The process was straightforward in its design, 
but not without its difficulties. Some students 
feared that if they disagreed with the Seminary’s 
policy, they might not receive the required faculty 
recommendations for candidacy or ordination. 
Faculty members who had not yet received tenure 
were concerned that they might write something 
that could be cited as grounds for denying tenure. 
Gay and lesbian students who had not come 
out to the Seminary community or their diocese 
feared that they might be “outed” in the process. 

Considerable time and effort was devoted to 
building trust and confidence in the process. I 
met frequently with the student body officers, 
members of the AAEC, the board, and the 
faculty, to hear their concerns and respond to 
their questions. Members of the task force, led 
by David Jones, bishop suffragan of Virginia, 
engaged in similar conversations. We hoped 
to reduce the community’s level of anxiety by 
making the process as transparent as possible, 
while also maintaining the necessary level of 
confidentiality.

On November 12, 1996, more than a hundred 
students, faculty, and board members gathered 
for a full day of worship and small group 
discussion sessions. In December, Bishop Lee sent 
a letter to board members listing five options 
to be considered at the January meeting when 

a decision would be made. The options were to 
retain the present policy, defer consideration, 
eliminate the present policy, revise it, or replace 
it. Meanwhile, Bishop Lee worked on a draft 
proposal for consideration by the board. His 
draft, entitled “A Call to a Holy Life,” outlined 
a set of expectations for all members of the 
Seminary community.  After circulation among 
members of the board and faculty, and with some 
editorial changes, “A Call to a Holy Life” was 
submitted to the board for consideration as a 
replacement for the 1981 policy statement. 

On January 22, 1997, the board adopted a special 
rule of order for its meeting, allowing time for 
any board member to speak and alternating 
speakers between different points of view. 
Additional time was allotted for open discussion. 
When the voice vote was taken, the motion to 
adopt “A Call to a Holy Life” was passed by a 
vote of thirty-one to three. 

“A Call to a Holy Life” was not so much a policy, 
but an expression of the Seminary’s expectations 
of all students, faculty, and trustees. Rather than 
focusing only on sexual behavior, the statement 
identified the importance of “personal and 
academic integrity, truthfulness, responsibility 
in the stewardship of their health and financial 
resources, fidelity in their commitments, concern 
for justice in all of God’s creation, respect for 
the dignity of others, sexual discipline and 
responsibility, all of which represent but do not 
exhaust living in conformity to the Baptismal 
Covenant and the Catechism of the Book of 
Common Prayer.”

As Bishop Lee and I wrote in a letter to alumni 
and friends, the policy change meant that 
admissions criteria would be broadened so that 
“applicants will be considered according to 
whether the whole balance of their lives gives 
promise for effective service in the Church.” 
Sexual identity or orientation would no longer 
bar one from admission. The door was now open 
and a new chapter in the Seminary’s life and 
witness had begun.
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Small Group Ministry:  
Leadership Development 

for Facilitators
July 28 – September 1 

Learn how to form, lead and maintain 
effective small groups online or in person. 

Bible Meets Art:  
Visual Interpretation of 

Scripture
September 20 – October 25

Join VTS Professor Stephen Cook, Ph.D., in an 
exploration of how the visual arts inform and 

enrich our biblical study.

Lifelong Learning at VTS
We are in the business of activating baptism. We exist to inspire and inform your  

capacity to go into the world and preach the Gospel.

To learn more about Lifelong Learning or register for events, please go to vts.edu/lifelong-learning

Conversations on Race and Faith: 
the Sacred Ground curriculum

September 21 – November 30 
Examine and engage in meaningful conversation about 

the history of race and racism in America. 
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A Seminary’s Saints and Stories
By Linda Dienno
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Imagine reading a book filled with stories both old and new. Imagine this book tells of “saints,” whose 

gifts of time and treasure transform Virginia Theological Seminary into an institution ready for its third 

century of service. Imagine that as you read, photos and stories of donors leap off the pages and videos 

of historic recollections fill the book’s “pop-up” screen. Imagine that as more events happen, the book 

automatically increases page count to accommodate them. Perhaps such a book exists in the unknown 

future. For this moment, everything just mentioned lives on five interactive screens that comprise “A 

Seminary’s Saints and Stories,” our recognition system for the Bicentennial Campaign and Celebration. 

ADVANCING VTS
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“A Seminary’s Saints and Stories” is a virtual 
celebration through video, photos, and stories 
text of life on the Holy Hill from 1823 to the 
present day. At first approach, a waterfall of 
photographs from the Seminary’s earliest days to 
this present moment cascade over five screens. 
When a visitor touches a screen, he or she is 
invited into the full menu of saints and stories 
including a video welcome from Dean Markham. 

“A Seminary’s Saints and Stories” is VTS telling 
its story and our donors telling their story. The 
VTS story involves both sin and grace. Seminary 
Archivist Christopher Pote and Director of 
Communications and Marketing Curtis Prather, 
worked together to prepare materials that 
illustrate the Seminary’s issues of the day and 
milestones. Included as an issue is a segment on 
reparations and Virginia Seminary’s part in having 
enslaved persons labor on campus. Milestones 
include a segment on women clergy. Not to be 
missed is an amazing video featuring dean and 
president emerita, the Very Rev. Martha J. Horne 

’83, as she remembers the journey of the “A Call 
to a Holy Life” policy. (Read more from Dean 
Horne on page 40.)

Photos and stories of support from donors 
reinforce a tradition of generosity which has 
enabled us to prepare the hearts and minds of 
those who bring the Good News of Christ to the 
world. This generosity, in turn, has allowed us 
to educate and train both ordained and lay to do 
their work across the globe and provide resources 
to people, parishes, and dioceses across the 
Anglican Communion.

If you have donated to our comprehensive 
campaign but haven’t supplied your story and 
photo, email SaintsandStories@vts.edu. If you 
have not yet made an Annual Fund or Bicentennial 
Campaign gift, please do so now; simply contact 
me at ldienno@vts.edu or (703) 461-1717. We 
appreciate your generosity and want to make sure 
you join the other Seminary saints. 

ADVANCING VTS

The Rev. Beth Hendrix ’21 and VTS staff member Cassandra Gravina enjoying “A Seminary’s Saints and Stories.”
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1979
The Rt. Rev. James E. Waggoner Jr.  
Assisting Bishop for the Episcopal 
Diocese of Nevada, Las Vegas, NV

1989
The Rev. Anne E. West 
Priest-in-Charge for Piedmont 
Episcopal Church, Madison, VA

1992
The Rev. Marion E. Kanour 
Priest-in-Charge for Holy Cross 
Episcopal Church, Batesville, VA

1997
The Rev. Canon Lauren Stanley, 
D.Min. 
Canon to the Ordinary for the Diocese 
of South Dakota

2001
The Rev. Mark R. Feather 
Interim Rector for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, New Albany, IN

The Rev. Mary Jayne Ledgerwood, 
D.Min. 
Rector for Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Mobile, AL

The Very Rev. W. Grainger Lesesne, Jr., 
D.Min. 
Dean and Rector for Christ Church 
Cathedral, Indianapolis, IN

The Rev. Alison J. Quin 
Director of Formation for Grace 
Church, Millbrook, NY

2002
The Rev. Canon Gena Adams-Riley 
Mindfulness Teacher for Christ Church 
Episcopal School in Greenville, SC

The Rev. Ryan D. Newman 
Principal for Rite One Consulting, 
Laguna Niguel, CA

2003
The Rev. Sarah D. Hollar 
Priest Associate for St. Margaret’s 
Episcopal Church, Waxhaw, NC

The Rev. William J. Watson III, M.D. 
Priest in Charge for The Episcopal 
Church in Okatie, Ridgeland, SC

2005
The Rev. Dr. Rosemary E. Beales 
Interim Rector for St. Aidan’s 
Episcopal Church, Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Canon Laura F. Gettys 
Associate Rector for Grace-St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, Memphis, TN

The Rev. Timothy E. Kroh 
Affiliate Priest for St. Michael and All 
Angels Episcopal Church, Tucson, AZ

The Rev. John Henry Rule 
Vicar for St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
Tulsa, OK

2006
The Rev. L. Bailey Norman 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, Oak Ridge, TN

2007
The Rev. John F. Dwyer 
Vice President & Chief Operating 
Officer for Church Divinity School of 
the Pacific, Berkeley, CA

The Rev. Stephen L. Mazingo 
Interim Rector for St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church, Durham, NC

The Rev. Reuben L. Rockwell IV 
Associate Rector for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Mobile, AL

2008
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Baumgarten 
Christian Formation Coordinator 
for St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, El 
Dorado, AR

The Rev. Robert K. Leopold 
Interim Rector for Christ Church, 
Montpelier, VT

The Very Rev. Laurie A. Lewis 
Rector for St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, Wichita, KS

The Rev. Denise A. Trogdon 
Rector for All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church, Hilton Head Island, SC

2009
The Rev. James D. Lawrence 
Priest-in-Charge for Zion Episcopal 
Church, Charles Town, WV

The Rev. Christopher C. Richardson 
Priest-in-Charge for St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Columbus, OH

The Rev. Mary J. Tororeiy 
Vicar and Pastor for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church and Shepherd of the 
Desert Lutheran Church, Barstow, CA

Alumni on the Move

PLEASE SHARE YOUR NEWS!

Write  3737 Seminary Rd.
  Alexandria, VA 22304
Email alumni@vts.edu
Call (703) 461-1711
Fax (703) 370-0138

Send address changes to:
  wbermudez@vts.edu
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2010
The Rev. Benson E. Shelton 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Hanover, VA

2011
The Rev. Heather B. Erickson 
Associate Priest for St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Ross, CA

The Rev. Lisa A. Hoffman 
Rector for Christ Episcopal Church, 
Toms River, NJ

The Rev. Tracey E. Kelly 
Interim Assistant Rector for St. James 
Episcopal Church, Hendersonville, NC

2012
The Rev. Canon Dr. Sally J. French 
Interim East Regional Canon for 
Diocese of North Carolina, Raleigh, 
NC

The Rev. Oscar A. Rozo 
Diocesan Missioner for Latino 
Ministries for Diocese of Western 
North Carolina, Asheville, NC

The Rev. Andrew B. Terry 
Area Missioner for Diocese of Texas, 
Houston, TX

2013
The Rev. Fanny S. Belanger 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Margaret’s 
Episcopal Church, Woodbridge, VA

The Rev. Margaret Peel 
Interim Priest for Church of Christ the 
King, Arvada, CO

The Rev. Elizabeth B. Tester 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, Lincolnton, NC

2014
The Rev. Amber B. Carswell 
Rector for Christ Church, Warwick, 
NY

The Rev. Judith W. Davis 
Rector for Emmanuel Church at Brook 
Hill, Richmond, VA

The Rev. Dr. Andrew R. Guffey 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Mary’s-in-the-
Hills, Lake Orion, MI

The Rev. Nicholas Hull 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Kenn J. Katona 
Rector for St. Barnabas’ Episcopal 
Church, Wilmington, DE

The Rev. David A. Madison, DMin 
Executive Director for the National 
Association of Episcopal Schools, New 
York, NY

The Rev. Mary Alice Mathison 
Associate Priest for St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, Mobile, AL, and 
Missioner for Mobile for the Diocese 
of Central Gulf Coast, Pensacola, FL

2015
The Rev. Justin A. Ivatts 
Rector for Clarke Parish (Grace and St. 
Mary’s Churches), Berryville, VA

The Rev. Dr. Asa J. Lee 
President for Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary, Pittsburgh, PA

The Rev. Jamie Samilio 
Priest-in-Charge for Good Samaritan 
Church, Clearwater, FL

2016
The Rev. Diana V. Gustafson 
Assistant Rector for St. Margaret’s 
Episcopal Church, Washington, DC

The Rev. Michelle M. Roach 
Priest-in-Charge for Christ Episcopal 
Church, Longwood, FL

2017
The Rev. Scott Parnell 
Rector for Ware Episcopal Church, 
Gloucester, VA

The Very Rev. Matthew Rhodes 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, Forest, VA

The Rev. Cara Rockhill 
Priest-in-Charge for Parish of Saint 
Paul, Newton, MA

The Rev. Michael Sahdev 
Associate Rector for All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church, Beverly Hills, CA

The Rev. Serena Sides 
Associate Rector for St. Bartholomew’s 
Church, Nashville, TN

The Rev. Joanne Tetrault 
Associate Rector for Children’s 
Ministries & Parish Day School 
Chaplain for St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Ellicott City, MD

The Rev. Naomi Tutu 
Associate Rector for All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church, Beverly Hills, CA

2018
The Rev. Lisa Bornt 
Rector for Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Baltimore, MD

The Rev. Jennifer F. Call, D.Min. 
Wellness Professional for College of 
William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA

Alumni on the Move
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Staying Connected
www.vts.edu  
The official website for Virginia 
Theological Seminary.

Virginia Theological Seminary 
Magazine 
The Seminary’s magazine for 
supporters of VTS. Published three 
times a year: January, July, and 
October.

The Annual Report  
The Seminary’s annual report 
is published once per year for 
alumni and friends. Published each 
December.

The eNews  
Monthly updates about happenings 
at VTS. The first day of each month.

The Dean’s Commentary  
Daily updates from Dean Markham 
and/or guest contributors.  
Daily, Monday–Friday.

Online Resources  
www.buildfaith.org 
www.eformationvts.org 
www.trytank.org 
www.baptizedforlife.org 
www.deepcallstodeep.org 
www.vts.edu/thriving

You can also find us on:

Alumni on the Move

2020
The Rev. Lawrence Civale 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Chester, PA

The Rev. Emily Collette 
Chaplain for Birmingham Episcopal 
Campus Ministry, Birmingham, AL

The Rev. Carey D. Connors 
Priest-in-Charge of St. Christopher’s 
Episcopal Church, Springfield, VA

The Rev. Christopher M. Decatur 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, Cleveland, OH

The Rev. Matthew Dumont-
Machowski 
Associate Rector for The Falls Church 
Episcopal, Falls Church, VA

The Rev. Dr. Esther A. Kramer 
Priest-in-Charge for St. Aidan’s 
Episcopal Church, Hartford, WI

The Rev. Guimond Pierre Louis 
Assistant Rector for St. Peter’s in the 
Woods, Fairfax Station, VA

The Rev. Colleen Schiefelbein 
Assistant Rector for St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, Burke, VA

The Rev. Douglas S. Worthington 
Provisional Priest in Charge for St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Kent, CT

2018
The Rev. Gerald DeWayne Cope 
Rector for St. Athanasius Episcopal 
Church, Brunswick, GA

The Rev. Jenifer C. Gamber 
Missioner for the School for Christian 
Faith and Leadership for Diocese of 
Washington, Washington, DC

The Rev. Martha Korienek 
Vicar for St. John-the-Evangelist 
Episcopal Church, San Francisco, CA

The Rev. Anna Shine 
Missioner for Creation Care and Social 
Justice for St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
Boone, NC

The Rev. Darren Steadman 
Lower School Chaplain for St. 
Christopher’s School, Richmond, VA

The Rev. Veronika Travis 
Rector for St. Martin’s Episcopal 
Church, Radnor, PA, and Rector for 
Christ Church, Ithan, Villanova, PA

2019
The Rev. Dr. Sandra J. C. Blake 
Assisting Priest for St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, Denver, CO

The Rev. Russell Brooks Boylan 
Assistant to the Rector for St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, Arlington, VA

The Rev. Crystal Hardin 
Associate Rector for St. George’s 
Episcopal Church, Arlington, VA

The Rev. Tanya Watt 
Assistant Rector for St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, East Greenwich, RI
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1950s

The Rt. Rev. William A. Jones, Jr. ’52
October 11, 2020

The Rev. E. Albert Rich ’52
March 20, 2018

The Rev. Canon Arthur A. Lovekin, 
Ph.D. ’54
September 22, 2020

The Rev. James A. Trimble, Jr. ’56
September 6, 2020

The Rev. Charles R. McGinley ’57
January 8, 2021

The Rev. Dr. Edwin E. Harvey ’58
July 12, 2020

The Rt. Rev. Sam B. Hulsey ’58
August 6, 2020

The Rev. Herbert K. Lodder ’58
February 5, 2021

The Rev. J. Martin Preston ’58
December 18, 2020

The Rev. James R. Crowder ’59
April 6, 2021

The Rev. Dr. William Dols ’59
March 24, 2021

1960s

The Rt. Rev. Charles F. Duvall ’60
October 8, 2020

The Rev. Dr. Walter Hooper ’60
December 7, 2020

The Rev. Harwood Bartlett ’62
September 21, 2020

IN MEMORIAM

In Memoriam

The Rev. John M. Smith ’62
April 4, 2021

The Rev. Thomas F. Beck ’63
March 16, 2019

The Rev. John H. Hatcher, Jr. ’63
November 8, 2017

The Rt. Rev. Henry I. Louttit, Jr. ’63
December 31, 2020

The Rev. Dr. Charles M. Riddle III ’63
August 25, 2020

The Rev. Theodore L. Lewis ’64
July 11, 2020

The Rev. Joseph Y. Takabatake ’64
December 2, 2020

The Rev. Dr. James R. Henry ’65
August 21, 2020

The Rev. Armistead C. Powell ’65
March 6, 2021

The Rev. Emmanuel G. Collins, Sr. ’66
August 16, 2020

The Rev. Charles H. Eddy ’66
August 9, 2020

The Rt. Rev. Joseph M. Irenaeus ’66
October 18, 2020

The Rev. Franklin O. Johnson ’66
October 17, 2019

The Rev. Patrick H. Dunn ’68
May 24, 2020

The Rev. Manning Lee Smith ’68
October 4, 2020

1970s 

Fr. James F. Alby ’71
October 22, 2020

The Rev. Ora A. Calhoun ’72
November 14, 2020

The Rev. Dr. John R. Tinklepaugh ’74
July 11, 2018

The Very Rev. Van H. Gardner ’77
January 11, 2021

1980s 

The Rt.  Rev. John T. Tarrant ’83
August 23, 2020

The Rev. Ann (Nancy) Charles Miller 
’89
February 1, 2021

1990s 

The Rev. W. Eugene Bolin ’92
February 7, 2019

The Rev. Canon Stephen C. Casey ’95
January 19, 2021

2000s 

The Rev. Mariann C. Babnis ’04
January 8, 2021

The Rev. Thomas C. Murphy ’07
May 9, 2020

The Rev. James J. Lanter ’08
May 13, 2020
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In Memory of Helen Angell Reid
December 11, 1928 - February 12, 2021
By The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D., Dean and President

Helen Reid, the wife of the Very Rev. Richard 
Reid, dean and president of Virginia Theological 
Seminary from 1983-1994, was welcomed into 
the presence of God on February 12, 2021. 
She had lived a long life. While living on the 
campus, she decided to write a book about the 
faculty homes. She called the book Search for the 
Invisible. It was a mischievous title: the invisible 
was a reference to all those people who were 
all those often overlooked—the spouses and 
children of faculty. The lives that made Virginia 
Theological Seminary their home yet is hardly 
noticed.

In truth, Helen Reid as a spouse was not invisible. 
The fact that she noticed others were invisible was 
part of her gift. The person sitting at the edge of 
a party is the person she sought out. Helen Reid 
loved the Seminary. 

When the Rev. Tom Kryder-Reid, her son-in-law, 
preached in the Chapel Garden at the funeral 
of Helen Reid on April 17, 2021, he drew an 
analogy between her love of flowers and gardens 
and her ministry at the Seminary. He explained: 

“For this Seminary community, planting, feeding, 
and nurturing was Helen’s gift in myriad ways: 
From rallying faculty kids for Halloween parties 
and charitable fun fairs, to fostering faculty 
camaraderie with supper groups and Christmas 
caroling... From dusting off her Wellesley classics 
training to teach seminarians Greek, to writing 
and publishing a book on seminary houses... 
From serving on Immanuel Church’s altar guild, 
vestry, and committees, to serving so effectively as 
unofficial ‘Seminary hostess’ for official Seminary 
gatherings that after Dick retired, VTS had to hire 
someone to take her place. 

For the larger community, 
too, planting, feeding, and 
nurturing was her civic life. 
Here in Alexandria, as board 
president of the Symphony 
Orchestra, she advanced 
that organization and helped 
found its fundraising arm. In 
‘retirement’ in her and Dick’s 
native Rhode Island, she lent 
a strengthening hand also 
as president of the North 
Kingstown Women’s Club 
and as a leader in her lifelong 
home parish, St. Paul’s. Let’s just say the woman 
could run a meeting. 

And for her beloved family especially—
planting, feeding, nurturing was her blessing: As 
companion with Dick through sixty-four years 
of marriage, as rock of support through his 
teaching and deanship (including two sabbaticals 
in England with family in tow), and as steadfast 
caring presence through his final years. Likewise 
for Richard, Liz, and Helen, as for all seven of her 
adored and adoring grandchildren, she was their 
biggest fan and cheerleader. No one took more 
pride in their accomplishments or supported them 
more ardently in their hours of need. 

The imprint of both Helen and Richard Reid lives 
on in this Seminary. They are a key part of the 
story: under their leadership, they took care of 
Virginia Theological Seminary and passed to their 
successor a Seminary which is strong. Their legacy 
is this place and the work we are doing today. For 
the gift of Helen Reid, we are grateful. May she 
rest in peace.” 

IN MEMORIAM

In Memoriam
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Officers
Chair of the Board
Dr. David H. Charlton

Vice-Chair of the Board
The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf ’08, ’20 (H)

Treasurer
Ms. Amy L. Curtis

Dean and President
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. 

Vice Presidents
Ms. Linda L. Dienno 
The Rev. Melody D. Knowles, Ph.D. 

Vice President and Secretary
Ms. Jacqueline F. Ballou 

Trustees at Large
Ms. Kirsten Prettyman Adams 
The Rt. Rev. J. Scott Barker 
Mr. David Booth Beers
Mr. Julian M. Bivins, Jr.
The Rev. Catherine M. Campbell ’88
The Rev. Canon Thomas G. Clarke ’70
The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata ’08
The Rev. C. Neal Goldsborough ’81
The Rev. Canon Dr. Michele V. Hagans
Mr. Henry Lee Stanton Hobson
The Rev. Angela S. Ifill ’95
The Hon. Rev. Kimberly S. Jackson ’10
Mrs. Elizabeth Cabell Jennings
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, D.D. 

’02 (H)
Ms. Mary E. Kostel
The Rev. Dr. Susan A. Lukens, ’11
The Rt. Rev. José A McLoughlin ’05,  

D.D. ’17 (H)

The Very Rev. Troy D. Mendez ’09
The Rev. Andrew T. P. Merrow ’81
Dr. Judith H. Newan
The Rev. Caroline S. Parkinson ’84
Ms. Sissy Poland
The Rt. Rev. F. Neff Powell, D.D. ’97 (H)
The Very Rev. Dr. Stanley W. Sawyer ’76
Dr. William G. Thomas III
The Rev. Christine R. Whittaker ’90
The Rev. Dr. J. Douglas Wigner, Jr. ’72

Ex-Officio Members
The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff, D.D. ’13 (H)
The Very Rev. Billy Alford ’92

Faculty and Student 
Representatives
Ms. Donna Arrendell ’22
The Rev. Mark Jefferson, Ph.D.
The Rev. Kate Sonderegger, Ph.D.

Virginia Theological Seminary Board of Trustees

Members of the Class of 2023 (The Bicentennial Class) pose in the Chapel Garden.
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Save the Date
October 12, 2021
Alumni Convocation
with keynoter Donyelle McCray Th.D. ’06  
Yale Divinity School 

Donyelle C. McCray, Th.D. ’06 serves as associate 
professor of homiletics at Yale Divinity School. 
She is the author of The Censored Pulpit: Julian 
of Norwich as Preacher and a forthcoming 
publication on the Rev. Pauli Murray. Dr. McCray 
previously served as assistant professor of 
homiletics as well as director of multicultural 
ministries and associate director of the Seminary’s 
Deep Calls to Deep preaching initiative. 


