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Interior of Immanuel Chapel, featuring 
a cross before the “Canterbury” window. 
Photo by Brian Maze.

11

During a special service of Advent Lessons and Carols on 
Sunday, December 12, the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D., 
dean and president, and Amy L. Curtis, secretary and treasurer 
of the Board of Trustees at VTS, conferred the Dean’s Cross for 
Servant Leadership in Church and Society Award to the Rev. 
Katharine E. Babson, D.Min. ‘92 and (posthumously) to Kerstin 
McDaniel.

For the first time in 200 years, the Seminary 
honored two students who had published four 
books together! Molly Jane Layton ’22 and Garrett 
Ayers ’22 worked together on the four-volume A 
Student’s Companion to the Daily O�ce in Greek 
and Hebrew, available now through VTS Press. 
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Learning to live aware of this cosmic Love is 
the goal of worship. Worship is the act of being 
in the presence of the cosmic Love. We learn to 
recognize and sense the divine presence. We learn 
to heed its gentle correction. We learn to walk 
inside the spiritually infused universe. 

Corporate worship is an important discipline that 
teaches us to sense the presence of the divine. As 
we gather, we shift our focus from the ephemeral 
and trivial and locate everything in the context 
of the eternal. We arrive fixated about grades, a 
remark someone made, and an anxiety about 
money. In worship we shift our focus to cosmic 
Love, an invitation to learn to trust, and to learn 
that skill to live life with gratitude. 

My professorial colleagues in practical theology 
are fond of pointing out that one’s real theology 
is grounded in one’s practices, not one’s verbally 
articulated beliefs. In other words, it is what you 
do that shows the world what you really believe, 
not what you say you believe. So, the practice 
of making one’s way to a Chapel every day of 
the semester articulates your worldview. If God 

really is, then of course, sitting in the presence 
of God for at least an hour a day is a privilege. If 
the Body of Christ really matters, then of course, 
sitting with fellow Christians for at least an hour 
a day is an appropriate obligation. When we don’t 
do these things, we should ask ourselves – to what 
extent do we really believe? 

An important part of Seminary is the task of 
instilling the discipline of one corporate act of 
worship a day. At the very least, those who aspire 
to congregational leadership need to have a sense 
of God, to live within the spiritually infused 
universe, and to appreciate the importance 
of gathering. If the leaders are not authentic 
worshippers, then it will be impossible to lead 
others into the space of encounter with God. 

This issue is dedicated to our worshipping life 
within the Seminary. Naturally, we celebrate our 
roots in the Anglican and Episcopal traditions. 
Along with the other liturgical traditions (Roman 
Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran), we build the 
structure of our worshipping experience on 
the synagogue service. The careful reading 

FROM THE DEAN

Worship at the Center 
Being a Christian is experiencing the world in a certain way. The Christian 
claim is that goodness is at the heart of the universe, with Love enabling 
and sustaining everything that is. We stand resolutely opposed to the view 
that the universe is just inanimate matter, and that humans are nothing 
more than complex bundles of atoms. Instead, matter is infused by the 
spiritual. The universe is a result of intention. It was Love, at the heart of 
the universe, that decided to allow the universe to be open to lives that 
can give and receive Love. It is this Love that surrounds us, upholds us, 
goes before us, and is right there behind us. The invitation constantly is to 
live aware of this Love – live aware of the spiritual – to live one’s life within 
the very life of God. 
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of Scripture is wrapped around with prayer. 
Repeated participation makes the liturgy settle in. 
It becomes part of the furniture of our minds. It 
becomes a resource that we draw on as problems 
arise. Slowly, through repeated participation, we 
focus less on what comes next (because we know 
it so well) and more on God. 

In November 2021, the Board of Trustees passed 
a revised strategic plan. The opening section 
of the plan focuses on worship. This was right 
and proper. Worship is fundamental and basic. 
Worship is the priority. It is in worship where God 
works on a human life. At Virginia Theological 
Seminary, who you are is as important as what 
you know. To know all the debates around, say, 
the authorship of the Gospel of John is great; but 
to be a person of holiness and virtue grounded in a 
sense of God, growing ever more into the likeness 
of Christ, is even more important. 

Worship is not simply what goes on in Chapel. 
We have Quiet Days; we have spiritual direction; 
and, of course, our private devotions. But this 
work bubbles out from the Chapel. The Chapel is 
the hub; the Chapel provides the frame; and the 
Chapel sets the minimum for our life in formation.  

Immanuel Chapel is also a sacred space. Again, as 
part of our resolute opposition to the reductionism 
of the secular world (all there is, they claim, are 
bundles of random atoms), we do want to claim 
that certain spaces are set aside (consecrated) 
for certain functions and that this setting aside 
changes the experience of the space. As a space 
is used for corporate prayer, for beautiful hymn 
singing, and, of course, for private prayer, so the 
space changes. The sense of the presence of the 
divine is palpable. 

My constant prayer for the seminarians at Virginia 
Theological Seminary is that they might become 
persons of deep authenticity, who have a sense of 
God and a love of Jesus and aspire to live a life 
radiating love to others. Many parts of the school 
are involved in this work, but perhaps none more 
so than our worshipping life. Enjoy learning about 
this side of Virginia Theological Seminary. 

Yours in Christ,

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.
Dean and President

VTS Mag_WINTER 2021.indd   5 1/26/22   3:15 PM



Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine | Winter 20226

The means by which this central act of 
anamnesis occurs di�ers among Christian 
traditions generally and Anglicanism 
particularly. As the Preface to the first Book of 
Common Prayer of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the United States, promulgated in 
1789, states, “It is a most invaluable part of 
that blessed ‘liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free,’ that in his worship di�erent 
forms and usages may without o�ence be 
allowed, provided the substance of the Faith 
be kept entire …” Thus, the nascent church 
sought to retain the Anglican via media that 
characterizes its ethos.

Three tensions have characterized this Anglican 
ethos – the tension between evangelical and 
catholic, local and global, and particular 
and ecumenical. Sometimes in the history of 
Anglicanism, these tensions have developed 
into partisanship, dividing the Body of Christ, 
but that need not be the case. Drawing on 
the work of the Ecumenical and Liturgical 
Renewal Movements of the 20th century, 
Anglicanism has recognized that these tensions 
can be a source of unity rather than division. 
The challenges of the 21st century demand that 
Anglicanism move beyond such partisanship to 
o�er a unified response to the world.

Worship in 
Immanuel Chapel: 
A Vision for the Future
By The Rev. Shawn Strout, Ph.D. ’12

Associate Dean of Chapel, Director of Assessment, and Assistant Professor of Worship

In 2023, Virginia Theological Seminary will commemorate its Bicentennial. Plans are already 

underway to mark this occasion with festivities. A bicentennial provides the opportunity for an 

institution to remember its history and envision its future. The act of remembering, anamnesis in the 

Greek, simultaneously draws from the past and anticipates the future to enliven the present. Worship 

involves anamnesis. Liturgical theologians understand the paschal mystery of Christ to be the central 

act of anamnesis in Christian worship. 

Worshipping
atVTS
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Historically, Virginia Theological Seminary 
has held the reputation of being a “low 
church, evangelical” seminary, treasuring 
the proclamation of the Word of God and 
inspiring mission into all the world. Worship 
in Immanuel Chapel continues to honor 
these treasures with a prominent ambo from 
which faculty and students proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and with Matthew 
28:19 emblazoned on the west wall. Worship 
in Immanuel Chapel also seeks to honor 
the catholic emphasis on the sacraments. A 
baptismal font placed near the west doors 
and an altar-table occupying the center of 
the Chapel symbolize this emphasis. Holy 
Eucharist, Morning and Evening Prayer, and 
Compline are regularly scheduled services 
throughout the week. In Immanuel Chapel, one 
can experience a praise and worship service 
with simple attire; a traditional Evensong with 
cassock, surplice, and tippet; and a principal 
feast day with chasuble, incense, and chant. 
The tension between evangelical and catholic 
expressions of worship need not be a matter of 
division, but an opportunity for unity.

All Christian worship carries the tension 
of local and global. By its nature, liturgy 
involves the cultural expressions of the local 
community, while seeking to reflect its global 
nature. The Seminary has a strong history of 
connecting Christianity across the globe with 
its local expression in the United States. Each 
year, international students and guests come 
from around the Anglican Communion to 
study, rest, and worship on this Holy Hill. 
Domestic students, formed by diverse cultures 
including the African and Asian diasporas, 
Latinx communities, and indigenous peoples, 
enroll at VTS. Women consistently form half 
the student body, and the presence of LGBTQ+ 
students has grown significantly. Worship 
in Immanuel Chapel reflects these diverse 
cultures and backgrounds using music from 
our supplemental hymnals, such as Lift Every 
Voice and Sing II and Voices Found, as well 
as art that can be digitally projected on the 
walls of the Chapel. A bilingual/multicultural 
service uses El Libro de Oración Común and 
music from Flor y Canto. Children and youth 

play a prominent role in the intentionally 
intergenerational Worship for All Ages service. 

While VTS remains committed to being “a 
seminary of the Episcopal Church,” it has also 
recognized the importance of our ecumenical 
relationships. Worship using the Book of 
Common Prayer and other authorized liturgical 
supplements features prominently in Immanuel 
Chapel. Living out the ecumenical commitment 
of Called to Common Mission, worship 
using Evangelical Lutheran Worship from the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America also 
occurs regularly. Worship from the Presbyterian 
and Baptist traditions are welcomed additions.

Worship in Immanuel Chapel honors the rich 
tradition of its low church, evangelical heritage 
with its emphasis on the proclamation of the 
Word and inspiration for mission. Recognizing 
that the church needs to move beyond 
partisanship to face the challenges of the 21st 
century, VTS also seeks to be a “seminary for 
the whole church,” and worship in Immanuel 
Chapel reflects that desire. Thus, in Immanuel 
Chapel, one will experience worship from the 
low and high church traditions, using elements 
from diverse cultures and backgrounds, and 
partnering with our ecumenical sisters and 
brothers. In doing so, the constant focus remains 
on the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Our Seminary choir has experienced 
record growth this academic year, 
both in numbers and the breadth 
of choral repertoire. The word that 
epitomizes choir this year is “joy” – 
the sheer delight of singing together, 
learning new music, and sharing 
our faith journey. Choir provides a 
warm and loving community where 
all are welcome. This semester, we 

have added a second vocal ensemble, 
Schola Cantorum, which will sing 
Choral Evensong, Compline, and 
special services.

Both in choir and in our chapel 
liturgies, students experience the 
breadth and depth of the Church’s 
song. In addition to The Hymnal 
1982, worship in Immanuel Chapel 
regularly includes music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise, Lift 
Every Voice and Sing II, and Voices 
Found, as well as other resources. 
We are blessed with many gifted 
instrumentalists among our faculty 
and students, as well as singers who 
provide vocal leadership as cantors. 
The Taylor & Boody pipe organ is 
a remarkable instrument enhanced 
by a beautiful acoustical space, and 
the Steinway grand piano adds its 
warm, singing tone to our Chapel 
music. The Seminary’s Bicentennial 

Praying Twice:  
Music at Virginia 
Theological Seminary
By Marty Wheeler Burnett, D.Min.

Associate Professor of Church Music and Director of Chapel Music

Seminarians often refer to the 2020-21 academic year as “Zoominary.” Although 

our Chapel team navigated the pandemic with creativity and grace, the ability to 

worship in person this academic year has been transformative. The gift of song 

– “praying twice” in words often attributed to St. Augustine – is one that we will 

never again take for granted. It represents all that we missed so profoundly – 

the full engagement of the senses in worship, the embodied liturgy, the deep 

spiritual connection among those gathered and, through them, the Holy One. 

commemoration will feature several 
musical elements, including a newly 
commissioned mass setting by the 
Rev. William Bradley Roberts, 
D.M.A.

The Immanuel Chapel Concert Series 
is an exciting initiative, providing 
educational opportunities for the 
Seminary community and outreach 
to the metropolitan Washington 
area, with particular emphasis on 
sacred choral and organ music in 
the Anglican tradition. David Hurd, 
internationally known concert 
organist and composer, performed 
the inaugural recital in this series 
on Thursday, November 11, 2021. 
Upcoming performances include 
an organ recital by Janet Yieh, the 
newly appointed Director of Music 
at The Church of the Heavenly Rest 
in New York City, and Grammy-
nominated vocal ensemble New York 
Polyphony. Performances are closely 
tied to our Seminary curriculum, 
with performers visiting our classes 
as guest lecturers and spending time 
on campus interacting with students. 
A new Friends of Music group is 
being formed to support the work of 
the concert series.

Virginia Theological Seminary has a 
well-rounded academic curriculum, 
which includes a required music 
course for all Master of Divinity 
students. In this course, students 
receive a broad overview of church 
music history, practical instruction 
concerning parish music ministry, 
basic musicianship skills, and 
instruction in vocal technique and 
chanting. In class, we sing and listen 
to a wide variety of sacred music.
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Beyond the required course in 
liturgical music, we o
 er electives 
that allow students to explore 
topics in greater depth. Two new 
church music electives have been 
added to our curriculum in the past 
year. “Hymnody of the Christian 
Church” o
 ers an introduction to 
Christian hymnology, exploring the 
Church’s song from its earliest forms 
through modern developments. 
The course includes hymns from 
a variety of historical periods and 
sources, including global hymnody. 
Emphasis is placed on experiencing 
and appreciating the breadth and 
diversity of church music, as well as 
practical methods for expanding the 
repertoire of congregational song. 

“Shapers of The Hymnal 1982” 
explores the landmark publication 
that has shaped the Church’s song 
and provided a wealth of musical 
resources. In this online course, 
students meet the poets, composers, 
clergy, liturgists, and scholars who 
contributed to this infl uential book, 
hearing their insights about what has 
worked well and the changes they 
envision for the future. Recorded 
interviews will be preserved in the 
Bishop Payne Library, providing 
signifi cant resources for future 
research by hymnologists.

Music has also played a role in 
Lifelong Learning, providing 
resources for parishes during the 

pandemic. Most notably, we produced 
“The Way of the Cross” (available on 
YouTube), a video with original music 
and artwork. It was made available 
in both English and Spanish language 
versions, and we heard from parishes 
across The Episcopal Church that 
creatively used the video during the 
Lenten season. We expect to see its 
ongoing use as a worship resource, 
and we hope to provide additional 
o
 erings in the future.

Finally, music plays a signifi cant 
role in our doctoral program, both 
in coursework and worship. This 
summer’s residency will include a 
new elective course focusing on arts 
ministry, as well as daily chapel 
worship including diverse musical 
o
 erings. 

Our Book of Common Prayer 
includes a prayer for church 
musicians and artists, asking God to 
give us “even now glimpses of your 
beauty.” Beauty fl ows freely on the 
Holy Hill, and for this we give God 
thanks and praise. Alleluia!

Marty Wheeler Burnett. D.Min., associate professor of church music and director of 
chapel music, represented VTS at the installation of the Very Rev. James F. Turrell, 
Ph.D. as dean of the School of Theology at The University of the South, Sewanee, TN on 
September 29, 2021.
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Planning 
Worship as a 
Seminarian
By Jimmy Pickett ’23

Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts

When I arrived as a Junior last year, I heard a few 

friends say, “seminary is a team sport,” and I have 

come to realize how true that is when planning 

community worship. Each semester, teams of eight or 

so students guided by a faculty advisor gather to make 

liturgical “gameplans” for use in Immanuel Chapel. 

Each team has a specific focus: one for each season 

of the liturgical year, innovative worship, bilingual/

multicultural worship, contemplative worship, 

and worship for all ages. We also celebrate our full 

communion partnership with Lutheran siblings, thanks 

to our Lutheran worship planning team.

Once we were grounded in the Scriptures, we set 
about creating liturgical structure.

Imagine a group of seminarians gathered around 
a table, stacks of the Book of Common Prayer, 
Enriching Our Worship, and several di�erent 
hymnals strewn about, discussing which prayers 
best fit the above-mentioned themes. We began 
to knit together carefully opening acclamations, 
Eucharistic prayers, post-communion prayers, and 
dismissals from these approved liturgical resources. 
Members of the team then broke into two 
subgroups to write prayers of the people, inviting 
a multitude of voices into our liturgy. After we 
had the structure of the liturgy, we pulled out all 
liturgical music resources to which we had access. 
By carefully selecting service music and hymns, we 
were able to further highlight the themes of the 
season. 

As we gathered to break open Scripture, listened 
to the Spirit working in our midst, and served 
as lectors, acolytes, intercessors, and preachers, 
this work of planning became, itself, preparatory 
prayer. 

Let me share the story of my worship planning 
team: In early September, the Late Pentecost team 
gathered to pray and plan. We first set the calendar 
with Saints days and bi-weekly litanies of healing 
with the laying on of hands. We then began to 
break open the Scriptures assigned for the days 
of our liturgies. By being attentive to the text and 
each other, as well as the life of our community, 
we gleaned major themes that would help guide 
the rest of our planning process. By recognizing 
the themes of the gritty hard-edged realities of 
God breaking into our everyday rhythms, in a 
season leading towards Advent after a year and 
a half of global pandemic, we had our starting 
point. Themes such as “pay attention,” “God is 
hidden in the ordinary,” “begin to prepare,” and 
“discipleship and accountability” began to emerge. 
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By Molly Jane Layton ’22

Episcopal Diocese of New York

I was in my first semester at Virginia Theological 
Seminary when Dean Markham approached me 
about editing a Greek and Hebrew lectionary 
for the Chapel. With my background in classical 
languages, I was intrigued immediately. 

The project was deceptively simple. Using the 
Chapel schedule, the Daily O�ce lectionary from 
the Book of Common Prayer, and the Greek and 
Hebrew biblical texts, I would create a lectionary 
for students to use during Morning Prayer to 
follow along in Greek and Hebrew while passages 
were read aloud in English. I would also write 
a short introduction to the language of each 
biblical book. This resource would allow students 
to practice their Greek and Hebrew throughout 
Seminary and deepen their worship through 
experiencing the original text.

As the massive scope of the project became clear: 
even limited to the two Scripture passages used in 
Morning Prayer during the Seminary semesters, 
the lectionary would need to be four volumes. 

Additionally, the distinctiveness of the biblical 
books meant that each introduction was a mini-
research project in and of itself. It was while 
writing the introductions to the New Testament 
books that I realized I needed additional help. I 
recruited my friend and fellow Hebrew student 
Garrett Ayers to write the introductions to the Old 
Testament books.  

An Aid to Morning Prayer: 
A Student’s Companion to the 
Daily O�ce in Greek and Hebrew
Molly Jane Layton ’22 and Garrett Ayers ’22 worked together on the four-volume A Student’s Companion 

to the Daily O�ce in Greek and Hebrew. It was an amazing and di�cult project. The task was to track down 

the Hebrew and Greek (and one Latin) extract of the daily reading so that a student can stay fresh with their 

reading of Scripture in the original languages in the Daily O�ce. Then around these extracts, Layton and 

Ayers were required to write a thoughtful introduction to the relevant books of the Bible that explicated the 

linguistically significant themes.

Continued on next page
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Sacristans: Behind the scenes 
and before God
Janettarose L. Greene ’23

Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

Chapel services have migrated over the past year from Zoom to in-person worship, but one thing has 

remained constant: six sacristans have continued to prepare and put away the items used in worship, assist 

the worship teams, and reach out to the congregation. I asked my fellow sacristans why they chose this role 

and what the experience has meant to them. 

Omar Cisneros ’22, Mitchell Felton ’23, Sarah 
Lusk ’23, Christopher Micklewright ’23, Iva Staats 
’22, and I, Janettarose Greene ’23 – all M.Div. 

By Garrett Ayers ’22

Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina

Just as Molly Jane invited me to join her on this 
project, the world shut down. The pandemic was 
strange and tragic but allowed each of us some 
devoted time to work on this project as the pace 
of life slowed. Summer 2020 is when the project 
covered the most ground. Molly Jane, having 
written a good bit of her introductions before the 
summer, entered a remarkable hospital chaplaincy 
program – a historical time to be working in 
hospitals at all. At the same time, I converted an 
attic at the lake to a makeshift study and worked 
about fi ve hours a day on research and writing. 
Molly Jane and I fell into a rhythm – research, 
feedback, revision.

Our intention was to write for three distinct 
Seminary audiences: beginning readers of a Biblical 
language, familiar readers of a Biblical language, 
and more profi cient seminarians who have begun 
to grapple with linguistic theory. Structurally, we 
o� ered broad overviews to a book (when was it 

written? what style is it?), minute details that help 
ground a reading (what are some keywords?), and 
technical points (what are some common syntactical 
constructions?). However, we endeavored to 
push all of this grammatical knowledge toward 
theological refl ection. 

This work is, in the end, an argument for the 
interplay between grammar and theology. Our 
conviction is that God is not revealed in these texts 
despite grammar, but because of it. The way a text 
speaks to us is the way it shows us who God is.

candidates – sought to be sacristans for what we 
already valued about the role as well as what we 
hoped to learn. Iva has lifelong experience “at the 

Continued from previous page
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Paschal candle during Easter because it’s too tall for 
her. Christopher recalls jolting awake early in the 
morning when he realized he had forgotten to print 
required materials. And then there was “that time 
my cassock sleeve knocked over the wine flagon and 
soaked the credence tablecloth,” he says.

Becoming a sacristan has brought appreciation 
for the magnitude of work involved. Mitchell 
was surprised by “the amount of work and the 
details that go into it.” But being a sacristan has 
brought wider knowledge as well, from learning the 
Episcopal vocabulary to observing that, as Iva says, 
“God shows up anyway, in all times, in all places…
despite any ‘mistakes.’”

Many aspects of the sacristan’s role go unnoticed 
by most worshippers. That doesn’t matter to these 
sacristans. Christopher says, “I think a mark of 
excellence in a job like this is when people don’t 
need to be aware of our work. If we’re getting 
things right, it allows our worship participants 
to focus on their own roles and, hopefully, to do 
so prayerfully and in a way that is open to the 
movement of the Spirit.” 

Sarah adds, “This work is holy and prayerful. 
Even smoothing out the wrinkles on the fair linen 
when changing the altar frontal feels special. It is a 
privilege to have been called to serve the community 
in this role.”

Worshipping at VTS

table” and sees the work of the sacristy as “sacred 
time and prayer onto itself.” Sarah says, “Creating 
sacred space in which people can encounter the 
Divine is something I deeply love. Even the ‘busy 
work’ of marking the Bible or turning on all the 
lights feeds my soul.” Mitchell says, “I love serving in 
worship and particularly preparing and cultivating a 
place where people can encounter God’s Spirit.”

Not having grown up Episcopalian, Christopher 
explains, “I wanted to learn about all of the behind-
the-scenes work that goes into running worship 
services. I also feel like it is really important for 
leaders to have a thorough understanding and 
appreciation for the work done by the people they 
lead. Serving the community in this way feels like 
an act of love.”

Several say their favorite part of being a sacristan 
involves interaction with worshippers and worship 
leaders. “Being back in the chapel in September 
was sheer joy,” says Iva. As Sarah puts it, “I love 
welcoming every person into the Chapel by name 
and inviting the community into worship. I also 
enjoy helping the worship team settle in as they 
prepare to lead the service.” The sacristans also value 
the silent side of the job. Iva, for one, treasures “the 
quiet work in the semi-dark Chapel” before services. 

Then there’s the unfavorite side. “I loathe doing 
dishes,” admits Mitchell. Sarah dreads lighting the 

(L-R) Sacristans: Janettarose Greene ’23, Iva Staats ’22, Mitchel Felton ’23, Christopher Mickewright ’23, Omar 
Cisnaros ’22, and Sarah Lusk ’23.

VTS Mag_WINTER 2021.indd   13 1/26/22   3:16 PM



Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine | Winter 202214

Formation Groups at 
Faculty Homes
By The Formation Group of the Very Rev. Ian Markham, Ph.D. and the Rev. John Yieh, Ph.D.

When you see groups of students chatting, laughing, and walking toward di� erent houses on campus 

early in the morning, you know it must be Thursday. These mornings are set aside for a weekly 

gathering of formation groups at faculty homes for breakfast, prayer, and conversation. In addition to 

chapel, class, and lunch, the formation group is another wonderful gift of a residential seminary that 

provides intimate fellowship, worship, and formation for students at VTS. 

Every Thursday morning, professors clean their 
houses and welcome students into their kitchens 
and living rooms to enjoy delicious breakfast, hot 
co� ee, and friendly talk. In these simple but cozy 
settings, teachers are good friends: personable 
and approachable. All members can be present 
simply by being there, and any distance among 
classmates disappears. The hospitality o� ered and 
enjoyed in those homes is so heartwarming that 
personal relationships are easily established. Even 
small talk brings deep understanding. After a long 
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pandemic year of social distance, such fellowship 
is a tangible blessing that cannot be taken for 
granted, even though meeting on Zoom can also 
be pastoral and comforting in its own way. 

Formation group meetings are a precious time for 
professors and students to pray together for their 
loved ones and for the world. With a small circle 
of friends, we are free to share concerns, sorrows, 
joy, and hope as we plead and intercede for the 
mercy of the almighty God. Since we take turns 

(L-R) Andrew Lazo ’22, Rosanna Esposito ’22, John Yieh ’22, Jeremy Bradley ’22, Cara Modisett ’22, Jean 
Mackay Vinson ’22, and Timothy Rutherford ’22.
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leading the morning’s 
prayers, we also learn 
to use di�erent forms 
of prayer, hone our 
liturgical skills, and 
build up confidence 
in leadership roles. 
Indeed, everyone 
is encouraged to 
share “the audacity 
of vulnerability” 
as Andrew Lazo 
put it. The small 
group worship is 
therefore a wonderful 
supplement to other 
corporate worship 

services, such as Morning Prayer, Ordo, Holy 
Eucharist, and community worship we regularly 
attend at Immanuel Chapel.

The formation group meeting is a God-given time 
to reflect together on things that excite or upset 
us in our studies and ministries, to engage us in 
deeper reflection on identity and vocation, and 
to grow together with comfort and counsel – in 
other words, an intentional formation moment. 
For students in each program and di�erent years, 
there are common issues of vocational formation 
that can best be processed together. First-year 
M. Div. students, for instance, face such “entry 
issues” as adjusting to the vigorous regiment of 
the curriculum, finding rhythm in the routine 
of the seminary, and living into a rule of life to 
balance all academic, spiritual, and communal 
demands. Third-year students, on the other hand, 
need to think seriously about “exit issues,” such 
as finishing required courses, passing the General 
Ordination Exams, and deciding on the right 
placement for a first call. All of these issues trigger 
anxiety and sap energy. One can be overwhelmed 
if facing them alone. The formation group with 
strong friendships and trusting relationships can 
o�er much encouragement, mutual support, and 
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collective wisdom to address these crucial issues. 

Formation group is like a much-needed rest stop 
along the busy highway where we can pause for 
a doze, enjoy some refreshments, and refuel our 
car before getting back on the long journey. We 
are thankful for the good companions, and we 
pray that the formation group can continue to 
bless every faculty member and student at this 
Seminary. 
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Quiet Day
By Annie Jung ’22

Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana

Twice per academic year, students and faculty are given a unique 

opportunity of reflective worship. What would be an ordinary weekday 

is cleared of classes and meetings, and is intentionally replaced with 

silence, prayer, and spiritual restoration. The normally boisterous 

campus rhythm of Chapel, Co�ee, Class, Lunch shifts to a communal 

embodiment of Worship, Stillness, Rest, and Nourishment.

This past fall, our Associate Dean of Students, 
the Rev. Ruthanna Hooke, Ph.D., explained 
Quiet Day’s purpose. She wrote “this is a day 
to set aside work and clear space to become 
attentive to the presence and voice of God in 
our lives.” Students and faculty are invited to 
participate in Morning, Noon, and Evening 
Prayer, a keynote speaker, spiritual direction, 
and the rite of reconciliation. However, one’s 
schedule of the day truly becomes one’s 
personal practice of time spent with God. 

With personal choice, participants begin this 
contemplative worship experience exactly 
where they most need to be with God. For 
some, that means wearing a cassock, fasting 
from social media, and attending the full slate 
of Chapel o�erings. For others, a hike to a 
nearby waterfall is the perfect sacred space. 
For still others, it may be a much-needed rest, 
cocooned in their rooms, wearing a favorite 
sweatshirt and the coziest of socks. Over the 
course of a day, the academic community finds 
itself checking the pulse of their breath, heart, 
and mind, finding a slower pace to enter a 
deeper retreat into their spiritual needs.

Utilizing a full day for quietness can be both 
a gift and a challenge. Most people find 
themselves often saying, “I wish I could have 
some extra time to have a day cleared for 

simply breathing space and rest.” But when 
it becomes available, it is easy to fill it with 
the lure of extra time to catch up on pressing 
deadlines or other productive projects waiting 
on wish lists. Committing to the stillness of 
quiet can be can be simultaneously freeing for 
some while a marked obstacle for others. Inner 
voices can become very loud, very quickly. 
The discomfort of Quiet Day can be a growing 
edge to lean into, breaking through patterns of 
busyness and bustle, both inward and outward, 
that might be keeping one from hearing and 
seeing intimacy with God more fully.

Part of the beauty of Quiet Day’s recurrence 
each semester is the opportunity to try again, a 
continuing chance to practice and develop the 
spiritual tools of intentional rest and renewal. 
Each Quiet Day allows students and faculty to 
“worship deeper” into the needs present at that 
particular time and season of life. It is indeed 
a practice of spiritual sabbath, an essential 
component of faith and leadership formation 
in ministry. The next Quiet Day is March 8, 
2022.

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One 
of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be 
saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your 
strength.

 – Isaiah 30:15

Worshipping at VTS
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ON HOLY HILL

Multimedia and the Chapel
Tamika Martin

Administrative Coordinator, Chapel

This has also been my fi rst 
introduction to The Episcopal 
Church, so the learning curve has 
been intimidating, but fascinating, as 
I watch an oblate make profession 
to the Anglican Order of Preachers 
or learn about the roles of those who 
serve as deacon, presider, intercessor, 
or acolytes as we observe Feast Days 
and rites during Morning Prayer and 

Holy Eucharist. I’ve had plenty of 
questions, but luckily, I work at a 
seminary, so there is no shortage of 
answers!  

What do I do? 
My responsibilities are evolving 
in part because I am learning, and 
because I am providing the Worship 
department with new perspectives 

and skills. My core responsibilities 
as the Chapel administrative 
coordinator are: helping create 
planning teams’ calendars and 
bulletins for events, Eucharists and 
other services; coordinating audio 
and visual needs (what I am most 
known for) as a sound tech; and 
collecting sermon recordings that are 
uploaded to SoundCloud and Apple 
Podcasts by the Communications 
department. I also assist in preparing 
the moving parts of rehearsals and 
worship services.  

An aspect of my role that I love is 
presenting art based on the Gospel 
for Feast Days, special events 
and some weekday services. I am 
also learning to use the incredible 
equipment in the Chapel A/V room, 
so I can assist with livestreaming 
services and contribute to a more 
refi ned, polished, and professional 
presentation of worship at the 
Seminary.  

Why is multimedia important to 
chapel life? 
Multimedia enables connection – 
whether it is livestreaming Chapel 
worship, livestreaming classes and 
events, or using a presentation to 
share prayer responses or words to a 
hymn.  

An incredible way that multimedia 
is being used is as an interactive 
presentation at the Worship for 

Worshipping at VTS

I came to Virginia Theological Seminary as a sta�  member in September, at the 

beginning of the Fall 2021 semester. These last few months have been a whirlwind 

of introductions to new people and routines. This coincided with the formal 

reintroduction of classes and Chapel services following COVID-19 lockdown 

precautions, so my welcome into the community was fi lled with excitement, 

relief and gratitude from everyone I have encountered my fi rst month here.  
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all Ages service, held on the first 
Thursday of each month. In October 
2021, the preachers used their 
presentation along with music 
boxes to engage, teach and inspire 
worshippers. 

It is the Worship Department’s 
intention to add art that highlights 
artists from various backgrounds and 
cultures including women, people 
of color, minorities, and those in the 
LGBTQ+ communities. 

I am inspired by a quote from artist 
Mike Moyer: “I firmly believe that 
art is a communion with the soul. 
Through my art, I strive to make 
known the beauty and wonder 
of life and faith ... My hope is to 
successfully communicate those 
inspirations so that you might be 
touched as well.”  

The changes to the Chapel worship 
seem to be appreciated, as individuals 
have approached me and commented 
that art projections added a “je ne 
sais pas quoi” to the services. And 
when I am lucky, I hear in real time 
how an image adds to a sermon by 
the preacher.  

Another example of how multimedia 
enhances worship took place during 
the All Saints’ Day service: Dave 
Barnhouse’s commissioned art – ”A 
New Heaven and A New Earth” – 
accompanied music of the same title 
by the Seminary’s own Dr. Marty 
Wheeler Burnett.

Other opportunities for multimedia 
use arise, such as the Immanuel 
Chapel Concert Series, which 
debuted in November 2021 with a 
recital by composer David Hurd. 
Since attendees cannot see the 
organist, we projected two camera 
angles during the concert, one 
focused on the keyboard and one on 
the pedals; these were well-received.  

While my daily work in the Chapel 
is focused on ensuring sound quality, 
camera angles, and proper use of 
our computers, two sound bars, 
microphones and three software 

programs, I also manage human 
components, such as nerves, and help 
make sure preachers are ready.

I consider myself lucky to be given 
the time and freedom to grow into 
our extensive A/V capabilities. As I 
do, I am eager to see how multimedia 
use at the Seminary evolves. 

Worshipping at VTS
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Multicultural and Bilingual  
Worship at VTS
The Rev. Canon Altagracia Perez-Bullard, Ph.D.

Director of Contextual Ministry and Assistant Professor of Practical Theology

The current worship team, composed 
of students with a keen interest 
in intercultural ministries, Sharon 
Heaney, Ph.D. and myself, is 
building on the work done by earlier 
generations of students and faculty 
who understood the importance 
of including worship conducted 
in Spanish at Virginia Theological 
Seminary. As each subsequent class 
has contributed to this project, 
the service has grown into an 
authentic reflection of the bilingual 
multicultural services occurring in 

the Episcopal Church both in the 
continental United States and in Latin 
America. The challenges of reflecting 
the diversity of the Seminary 
community and introducing di�erent 
cultural religious practices make 
for good conversations as the team 
members and the wider community 
share their gifts to shape and lead 
worship. At any given Eucharist 
the leaders of worship will include 
members of sta�, spouses, faculty, 
and international students, some 
leading in Spanish, or English, or 

sometimes one of the various other 
languages present on campus.

Each year the team considers which 
parts of the many celebrations and 
practices, can be o�ered in the context 
of worship. Care is taken to respect 
key cultural practices, while remaining 
mindful that, in this context, they are 
tenuous, o�ering only a glimpse of 
what these practices mean grounded 
in their communities of origin. This 
worship team planning process 
provides important learning through 
praxis for all the worship teams. 
Theoretical learning takes form as it 
is integrated into practices that bring 
life to and sustain the life of Christian 
faith. 

The multicultural bilingual worship 
team is looking forward to exploring 
ways to share the variety of styles 
and languages of worship represented 
at the Seminary. Together with other 
worship services prepared by various 
chapel teams, the community, 
and especially those preparing for 
ministry, can experience and learn 
from the cultures that comprise 
the Anglican Communion. It is 
one of many ways that we live into 
our commitment to promote “an 
intercultural ethos on campus, which 
means a community where no one 
culture or group dominates others.”

“Led by the Holy Spirit, Virginia Theological Seminary forms and educates 

leaders who proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and helps others participate in 

God’s mission throughout the world.” Living out this mission takes many forms 

in our community, one of which is the multicultural/bilingual worship service. 

This worship o�ering has grown and changed over time and serves to invite the 

Seminary community to experience one of the many forms of worship of the 

Episcopal Church. Given the diversity present in our community, it introduces 

some, reacquaints others, and for yet others provides a taste of home, as the 

Eucharist is celebrated in Spanish.
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In The Spirit 
of Revival
Kimberly E. Dunn ’23

Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina

The first praise and worship service 

at Virginia Theological Seminary 

began in 1994 at the home of a former 

faculty member inviting evangelical 

students to Thursday prayer meetings. 

After his departure, the Rev. Robert 

Prichard, then Athur Lee Kinsolving 

Associate Professor of Christianity in 

America and a member of the worship 

committee, suggested moving the 

service to the Chapel and combining it 

with Evening Prayer. That foundational 

work has continued and taken on a 

variety of expressions. 

As a middler with a past career as 
a professor of music and choral 
director, I heard the clarion call 
from seminarians for reviving the 
praise and worship services after 
a hiatus during the pandemic. As 
I listened to my colleagues express 
their personal needs for alternative 
worship expressions, God impressed 
upon my heart to revive this special 
worship time. After experiencing the 
impacts of COVID-19, racism and 
socio-economic injustices, and the 
increased focus on mental health, I 
thought, what better time to ignite 
the ember that was smoldering 
within the hearts of many? 

After I sent out an email of interest, 
fellow students responded with 
volunteering their time and talents, 
as well as sharing their support and 
desire to have a worship service 
in which they felt the freedom to 
express themselves. Gavin Tomlin ’23 
and I got to work as we grounded 
ourselves in liturgy. We found 
contemporary and Gospel Christian 
music that would coordinate with the 
scriptures to tell a story artistically 
that would touch and move the heart. 
Along with other student musicians, 
we brought ourselves in full abandon 
to answer the call. For the campus, 
the Evening Prayer praise and 
worship service was a much-needed 
break from research, writing papers, 

and General Ordination Exam 
preparation. It also provided another 
space for Worship for all Ages. 

Where can incorporating various 
genres of music into worship take 
The Episcopal Church? In addition 
to reviving the praise and worship, 
I wanted to show that there is more 
within the Seminary community and 
the Episcopal faith tradition that can 
have a global impact on the campus, 
within individual parishes and in 
their local communities. As hearts 
are ready to surrender personal wills 
of a tradition that has the power to 
evangelize the Baptismal covenant 
through music, transformation of the 
heart has the opportunity to thrive 
and multiply. 

Our world is changing and the 21st 
century is upon us. I am grateful 
to be a resident seminarian at this 
Seminary, where my voice is being 
heard and where a part of my call 
in the Episcopal faith tradition 
can be demonstrated practically, 
theologically, musically, and 
culturally with others. 
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The Rev. Theodora (Teddy) Brooks ’92
Vicar, St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
Bronx, NY

The Rev. Todd Bruce ’07
Rector, Trinity Episcopal Church
Folsom, CA

The Rt. Rev. Ted Gulick ’79
Richmond, VA

The Rev. Lauren E. Kuratko ’05, ex o�cio 
Co-Chair, Class Stewards,
Rector, Grace Episcopal Church
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY

The Rev. Andrew T. P. Merrow ’81
Elected alumni representative of the 
Board of Trustees,
Rector, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
Arlington, VA 

The Rev. KC Robertson ’19
Associate and Chaplain
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Alumni Association Executive Committee
2021-2022

Celebrating the Memory of the Rev. Jennifer R. Durant ’11
Family members and alumni from the Class of 2011 
gathered on October 11 to remember Jennifer Durant 
’11 and dedicate a tree on campus in her memory. Dean 
Markham o�ciated at the dedication service with family 
and classmates o�ering the readings, and the Rev. Tracey 
Kelley ’11 sharing a beautiful reflection of Jennifer’s life 
and ministry. 

Jennifer Durant graduated from Virginia Theological 
Seminary in 2011, relocated with her family to her first 
call in ministry, and shortly after that received an ALS 
diagnosis. As she and her family lived with her disease, 
she continued her ministry as associate rector at Church 
of Our Saviour in Charlottesville, Virginia, and she 
continued living life as fully as possible. Jennifer authored 
a book, Sparrow: A Journey of Grace and Miracles While 
Battling ALS, that tells the heartbreaking and grace-filled 
story of her journey with ALS, and her faith journey.

The Rev. Leslie Roraback ’21
Curate and Assistant to the Rector 
St. Andrews On-the-Sound
Wilmington, NC

Marianne Ryan, D.Min ’09
Director of Enrollment Management and 
Development, Clairbourn School 
Pasadena, CA

The Rev. Canon Mary Sulerud ’88
Canon for Discernment & Congregational 
Vitality, Diocese of Maryland
Baltimore, MD 

The Rev. Canon Leslie C. Ste�ensen ’12
Canon to the Bishop Su�ragan for Armed 
Services
Episcopal Church Center 

The Rev. Sven VanBaars ’08, ex o�cio,
Co-Chair, Class Stewards,
Rector, Abingdon Episcopal Church
White Marsh, VA

The Rev. Michael White ‘95
Rector, Christ Episcopal Church
Savannah, GA

Dean Ian Markham blesses the tree planted in honor of the Rev. 
Jennifer Durant ’11. The tree is planted next to the playground at 
The Butterfly House.
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Compline 
Cara Ellen Modisett ’22

Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern Virginia

My fi rst introduction to Compline (I grew up United Church of Christ, and the Daily 

O  ces were a new concept to me) was at St. Elizabeth’s, the Roanoke, Virginia, 

church that became my confi rming and sending parish. I had started a monthly 

event, the Food of Love, with meditative music and hot tea on a Sunday evening 

(admission: two items of nonperishable food for the local food pantry). My priest, a 

Virginia Theological Seminary graduate, suggested adding Compline to the end of 

the evening, a beautiful, low-key, and comforting way to wind down the weekend.

During my fi rst year here at 
Seminary, several of us re-launched 
Compline at the Seminary, holding it 
in small groups most weeknights in 
the Octagon Room with oil candles, 
taking turns leading, some singing, 
usually sitting on the fl oor cushions. 
After the fi nal “Amen,” some of us 
left quietly into the dark to carry that 
sense of prayer with us, and some of 
us stayed afterwards to talk.

In early spring 2020, COVID-19 
came to campus, and many of us 
were quarantined in our rooms. One 

of our students started Morning 
Prayer in the VTS Community group 
on Facebook; Compline seemed 
a natural fi t as well, and so we 
migrated there, and have remained. 

Many churches during the pandemic 
have rediscovered the Daily O�  ces 
as they moved their lives online – 
Sunday services, Bible studies, vestry 
meetings. While COVID-19 isolated 
us physically, Compline became, in 
the VTS community certainly, a way 
to reconnect, to care for each other 
and to practice liturgy in a new and 
strange and surprisingly nourishing 
virtual space. 

We loved the way “o�  ine” Compline 
was informal and pastoral, both 
personal and communal. Praying 
Compline online only seemed to 
deepen that sense of closeness-
despite-distance. Even while 
separated by walls or miles, we 
welcomed each other into our 
personal spaces for 15 or 20 minutes 
each evening – those spaces that 
might be shared by children or pets, a 
candlelit corner and a rocking chair, 

a basement, a music room, an o�  ce, 
a dorm.

We added short meditations to the 
service, and the fi rst, a Mary Oliver 
poem, “Hurricane,” seemed to 
contain everything we were feeling 
and fearing at the time (“This was 
one hurricane/I lived through, the 
other one/was of a di� erent sort, and/
lasted longer”). COVID-19 lasted 
longer than we ever expected (to 
imagine we thought we might be 
back in church that fi rst Easter!). 

Compline, like many online 
liturgies, evolved, moving to Zoom 
(livestreamed to the Facebook 
group), and a cohort of wonderful 
and dedicated volunteers stepped in 
to help lead and run the livestream, 
serving weekly and even through the 
winter and summer holidays. 

From the very fi rst Zoom Compline, 
an unplanned time of fellowship 
happened spontaneously, as students 
stay logged on to talk, to laugh, 
to seek advice, to get to know 
one another. The community has 
brought so much creativity – Spanish 
language services, liturgies for the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance, 
sung Compline, poetry, visual art, 
music, original refl ections and 
prayers – and, most especially, so 
much love.
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Senior Sermon
Donna Arrendell ’22

National Baptist Convention

Preparing to preach your senior sermon starts before you write a single 

word. For me, the preparation started in my head and then in my heart. 

I began my sermon preparation by reading the Old and New Testament 

Scriptures and the Psalm assigned for that day. It became a daily ritual to 

read my assigned passages both morning and night. 

As a Baptist, I dance with the two profound 
elements of worship: celebration and 
proclamation! Worship is a celebration, to be 
experienced and to be shared. The sermon reminds 
the listener of the power of worship and provides a 
new way of “breaking open” the Word of God.

Before I could even begin to wrap my head around 
celebration and proclamation, I had to prayerfully 
consider the Word of God. The exegetical process 
becomes a wrestling match: reading the passage 
repeatedly; trying to determine the burden or 
message of the author and psalmis; and yes, 
gleaning insights from others. But I have learned 
that our listeners benefit from our teaching far 
more if you have personally mined the texts for 
their treasures. Like Jacob, a transformation takes 
place, and you are not the same. The fire shut up 
in your bones slowly leads to the need to proclaim.

I was given the task of acquainting myself with 
Deaconess Anna Ellison Butler Alexander, the first 
African-American woman consecrated a deaconess 
in The Episcopal Church. My senior sermon would 
be delivered on September 24, her designated feast 
day. This added texture and complexity to my 
preparation, which became life-giving! With the 
newfound knowledge of her fierce devotion to God 
and the legacy she left behind, I began to celebrate 

in a way that made the process of preparing 
something to “shout” about!  

The Rev. Mark Je�erson, Ph.D., assistant professor 
of homiletics at VTS, would be happy to know 
that I come to the commentaries late in the 
process. I spend a great deal of time calling on the 
Lord for clarity about the text. 

After all the exegetical work has been done, I 
begin the processing of mapping out my sermon 
on paper. It helps me to see where my sermon is 
headed. The more I give form to my sermon and 
lay claim to it, the limp becomes less noticeable; 
the destination of the sermon comes into 
focus. I can then begin to see how the scripture 
passage, the witness of Deaconess Anna, and the 
exegetical work will begin to function as a well-
choreographed dance!

It seems that the moment we pray that opening 
prayer and give way to preparation and Spirit, we 
can witness something beyond ourselves. I think 
my classmates would agree, after that first exhale 
of prayer, the nervous waters recede, and the sands 
of calm take over. We stand in awe, mesmerized 
by the life-giving power of God taking over as we 
proclaim the good news! 
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Alumni Convocation 2021

1: The Rev. Doug Worthington ’20 and the Rev. Jean Cotting ’20. 2: Alumni and friends checking 
out the photos and information on the digital wall, A Seminary’s Saints and Stories. 3: Members 
of the Class of 2011 gather for dinner together to celebrate their 10th Reunion.4: The Rev. 
Kristin Wickersham ’19, the Rev. Amanda Kotval ’19, Rev. Martin Geiger ’19, and the Rev. 
Daniel Johnson ’19. 5: Keynoter Donyelle McCray Th.D. ’06 with Dean Markham. 6: The Rev. 
Chandler Irwin ’15 and the Rev. Canon Broderick Greer ’15. 7: The Rev. Teresa Terry ’17, the 
Rev. Catherine Campbell ’88, and adjunct faculty member Peggy Parker. 8: Dr. James Kelley, 
the Rev. Dr. Joseph Lund ’91, the Rev. Jennifer McKenzie ’04, and Mr. Ken McKenzie. 9: The 
Rev. Lauren Kuratko ’05, the Rev. Stewart Lucas ’01, and the Rev. Lisa Bornt ’18. 10: AAEC 
President, the Very Rev. Billy J. Alford ’92. 11: The Rev. Dr. Stanley Sawyer ’76, the Rev. Peter 
Powell ’76, and the Rev. Ross Stuckey ’76. 12: The Rev. Jacob Pierce ’16, the Rev. Hannah 
Hooker ’16, and the Rev. Mary Alice Mathison ’14. 
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ON HOLY HILL

Reparations: Creating a Process
By Ebonee Davis

Associate for Programming & Historical Research for Reparations

In the last few years, Reparations has become quite the hot topic; growing in national prominence as this 

country is, yet again, confronted with the sins of its past … and present. In many ways, Virginia Theological 

Seminary has been an active participant in this conversation through the work of its pioneering Reparations 

initiative. As institutions all over the world grapple with their involvement with the transatlantic slave trade, the 

institution of slavery, and the overall force of white supremacy, the call for reparations has grown louder and 

louder. As such, many have begun to look towards the Seminary’s reparations program as not only a source of 

counsel and guidance but a model for what reparations could look like in their many given contexts. 

Though only two years old, the Reparations 
initiative has unearthed the names of dozens 
and dozens of Black people who labored at the 
Seminary between the years of 1823 and 1951. 
The bulk of 2021 has been spent focusing on the 
beginning stages of relationship-building with the 
descendants of those uncovered. We have also 
been busy engaging with other institutions and 
organizations who are looking to find their place 
in this widespread dialogue and movement for 
reparations. In the last few months alone, I have 
participated in panel discussions with and/or given 
presentations at Georgetown University, Sewanee: 
The University of the South, the Episcopal Urban 
Caucus, the town of Evanston, Illinois, Coming 
to the Table of Richmond, the National African 

American Reparations Commission, Richmond 
Hill, the City of Alexandria’s Department of 
Community and Human Services, and several 
congregations across The Episcopal Church. 

As we continue this work and forge along 
with our initiative’s priorities, connecting with 
conversation partners to trade best practices is 
just as vital. Reparations is an ongoing process 
that reaches far beyond material repairs and into 
a complete overhaul of how white institutions 
and infrastructures interact with communities of 
color. To that point, the Seminary is proud to be 
in conversation and is prepared to engage in such 
intentional, meaningful, and spiritual work. 
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We were honored to welcome Professor Donyelle McCray, 
Th.D. ’06 of Yale Divinity School as the D. Francis Sprigg 
Lecturer at the 2021 Alumni Convocation. In her address, 
entitled “The Aposle Pauli,” Dr. McCray explored preaching 
and intercessory prayer in times of calamity, and reflected 
on some of the insights Pauli Murray learned from a 
beloved spiritual teacher, Julian of Norwich. Brilliantly 
crafted in the form of letters written to Pauli Murray, Dr. 
McCray spoke on a variety of themes and events that 
influenced Murray’s life and ministry. 

The 2021 Convocation was o�ered in person on campus as 
well as online, and those able to attend in person enjoyed 
seeing the newly renovated campus spaces. And this year’s 
Reunion Dinner was also held in person and attended by 
those celebrating reunion years in 2021 as well as those 
whose reunions were postponed from last year.  

Alumni Convocation 2021
By Shelagh Casey Brown

Director of Alumni and Church Relations

Another Convocation highlight was a special update 
on Reparations e�orts at the Seminary. Ebonee Davis, 
associate for Multicultural Ministries Programming 
and Historical Research for Reparations spoke on 
“Reparations at Virginia Theological Seminary: Uncovering 
a Not So Hidden History.” Alumni response to her talk 
was very positive with many expressing appreciation for 
the update and a greater understanding of the excellent 
e�orts underway at the Seminary. 

Convocation concluded with Academic Convocation 
Evensong, at which honorary degrees were awarded to 
both Dr. McCray and the Rt. Rev. Frank Sullivan Logue ’00, 

the eleventh bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia. 
The Very Rev. Billy J. Alford ’92, president of the Alumni 
Association Executive Committee (AAEC) delivered a 
memorable sermon.

Both the Seminary’s class stewards and the AAEC met in 
hybrid fashion during Convocation Week. The work of both 
groups is essential for helping VTS alumni stay connected 
to each other and to the seminary. The AAEC continues 
its work on creating strong alumni networks around the 
country, networks formed around regional connections as 
well as  areas of ministry and professional interest.

The Rt. Rev. Frank Sullivan 
Logue ’00

Donyelle McCray, Th.D. ’06
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The Rev. Canon Marcea Paul ’18 and the Rev. Bobbi Kraft ‘18

Thomas Alexander ’24, the Rev. Stephen Smith ’16, and the Rev. 
Hannah Hooker ‘16
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Now learn at your own pace, on-demand.
Visit the new Lifelong Learning Teachable page using the QR code  
to the right to see what’s new as our course listings expand.

Featured Resource:

Lent Planning Workshop
With reflection by the Rev. Mark Je�erson, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of homiletics, 
this on demand workshop includes time to 
reflect on the meaning of Lent and how the 
pandemic will impact this year’s planning. 
With helpful and practical resources, 
including a Lent 2022 Planning Document, 
we hope this resource will inspire intentional 
and creative planning for Lent 2022 in your 
context.

O�erings include: 

• Short Courses for Adult 
Forums or Small Groups

• Resources for Liturgical 
Planning

• Workshops for Leadership 
Teams

• Research-Based Scholarly

• Presentations

In addition to learning at your own pace, remember you can find 
live programming on the VTS Eventbrite page using the QR code 
on the left.
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Preaching on Zoom
By The Rev. Ruthanna B. Hooke, Ph.D.

Associate Dean of Students and Associate Professor of Homiletics

When the pandemic hit in March 2020, I was halfway through teaching a class entitled 

“Embodying the Sermon.” The sudden awareness that I was going to have to teach 

the rest of the semester on Zoom seemed to require something impossible. To teach 

embodiment on a screen contradicted everything I believe about teaching and preaching. 

Speaking in general and preaching in particular are communal acts; we speak because 

we desire to communicate, a desire elicited by the presence of those to whom we are speaking. 

Preaching is always a dialogue, in that our hearers draw forth our words from us, and also in that as 

we are preaching our hearers are responding to us, even if nonverbally. Preachers learn to read these 

cues and adjust their sermons accordingly. A ceaseless exchange of energy and information passes 

back and forth between preacher and hearers. Moreover, communication is fueled by the breath of 

preacher and hearers, bodies breathing together in the same space and creating a “con-spiracy,” 

which literally means a “breathing together.” Preachers are seeking to create, or rather, to allow, the 

breathing together that is the work of the Holy Spirit, whose breath in us unites us in the one Body of 

Christ. 

When preaching online all of this disappears. 
Even if the preacher can see the faces to whom 
she is preaching, absent is the exchange of 
energy and information that occurs when 
bodies are sharing the same space. Facial 
cues are hard to read, and body language is 
virtually impossible to see. The bodies on the 
screen are not breathing together in the same 
way; it is harder to sense a Spirit-empowered 
“con-spiracy.” It can be harder to connect with 
a desire to communicate, since the presence 
of those to whom we want to speak, whose 
needs and desires fuel our words, is attenuated. 
When speaking in person, we gain energy from 
our hearers; but in preaching to a screen it is 
harder to receive this energy. All of this makes 
preaching on Zoom challenging and often 
exhausting. 

In response to these challenges, it helps me to 
remember that we are still in our bodies, and 
our hearers are in theirs, even if we are not 
sharing the same space. Not only is embodied 
communication still possible, but remaining 
connected to our bodies is more important 
than ever when we are preaching on Zoom. 
When we are exerting so much energy to reach 
others through the screen, it is vital to stay 
grounded in our own bodies. Physical points 
of awareness, such as feeling my feet on the 
floor, feeling the length of my spine, and, above 
all, feeling my breath in my body, are crucial 
touchstones that help me stay present to myself 
and open to God and hearers. These practices 
help me connect my voice to my body, and 
to the thoughts and feelings I am conveying. 
The voice matters even more on Zoom than 
when preaching to an in-person congregation, 
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because on Zoom gestures often look strange, and 
the preacher’s whole body is not visible, so it is 
primarily the voice that communicates.  

In the “Embodying the Sermon” class, we 
discovered that when our voices were grounded 
in our bodies it became possible to send forth 
the energy and intentionality needed to reach 
people on the other side of the screen. Laurie 
Ungar’s poem, “Pandemic,” o�ered lovely advice 
for connecting with others during the pandemic: 
“Reach out your heart./ Reach out your words…
in all the places where we cannot touch.” 

One of my students, a former radio host, 
suggested that we imagine the listeners. Reaching 
out with heart, words, and imagination focused 
our desire to communicate, which has to grow 
stronger when preaching on Zoom. When my 
students and I followed this advice, we discovered 
to our surprise that there were moments of 
startling intimacy in online preaching. One reason 
for this is that in certain Zoom formats the faces 
of both preacher and hearers were visible, so 
that we were looking at each other all the time. 
This does not typically happen during in-person 
worship, since the congregation, typically facing 
the front of the church, is not looking at each 
other. We realized it was important to capitalize 
on this intimacy by sitting and speaking close 

to the screen, rather than standing at a distance 
behind a pulpit. In general, Zoom removes all 
trappings of authority, and the sermon becomes 
a conversation; the authority of such preaching 
is only that which arises from authentic presence. 
There were moments in such preaching when I 
sensed that we were together, that the mysterious 
power of the Holy Spirit was drawing us into 
the one Body of Christ, despite our physical 
separation. I experienced the communion of 
saints, the reality of the holy fellowship that 
unites us across time and space. 

In the twofold ordo of the liturgy, the Liturgy 
of the Word leads to the Liturgy of the Table. 
In pandemic times, when we could not receive 
the Eucharist, it was abundantly clear that the 
Word of preaching could (and had to) serve a 
sacramental function. The Word alone had to be 
our daily bread, the manna we consumed in the 
wilderness that kept us alive from day to day. 
Without doubt we missed the common meal, 
but we discovered that when preachers allow 
themselves to be taken, blessed, broken, and 
shared for the life of the world, we have food 
enough for the journey. Like those disciples on 
the road to Emmaus sustained by the stranger 
who interpreted Scripture to them, we too can be 
fed by preaching even before we can come to the 
meal, and even on Zoom. 
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The Revolution Will Be Streamed: 
Worship, Witness, in a HyFlex World
By The Rev. Mark Andrew Jeerson, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Homiletics

Most people familiar with Gil Scott Heron may agree that his 

most popular song, released in 1971, is “The Revolution Will Not 

Be Televised.” Gil Scott Heron confronts the ways that media and 

organized propaganda influence our tastes, shape our imagination, 

and alter our sense of time. Television, the screen that we watch 

while it simultaneously watches us, will not be the site of revolution. For Gil Scott 

Heron, the revolution, or the theological framework of apocalypse, will not occur 

within the parameters of socially prescribed amnesia or apathy. In fact, counter 

to the passive disposition that we often embrace “The revolution will be live.” I 

imagine that Gil Scott Heron’s music and poetry escapes the daily exposure of 

the average Episcopalian, but his point is prescient for them and others as well. 

The revolution (dare I say revival) that the Episcopal Church must undergo will 

not be televised, but it will be streamed online! 

The Episcopal Church as a whole 
and its constituent organizational 
parts must decide if they will 
seriously engage in the public sphere. 
A significant part of this witness is 
the expression of genuine digital 
hospitality through the care and 
attention to online streaming and the 
presentation of worship. Whether 
we call it evangelism, witness, or just 
basic communication, the ways we 
share and explore the world have 
evolved. New technological tools 
allow us unprecedented sweep and 
scale to reach people globally and 
eventually intergalactically. 

Public witness is an essential part 
of our Christian identity, Baptismal 
vows, and human nature. We are 
designed to be social. Persistent 
technological innovation will 
continue to propel society to new 
places and processes. The Episcopal 
Church must embrace technology 
in worship as a necessary part of its 
revival. Or, it will be said that the 
vanishing of the Episcopal tradition 
in America was accelerated by its 
refusal to be social in a highly social 
world. That’s a damning epitaph. 

The instructional approach that 
incorporates person-to-person and 
online options for formation and the 
increased flexibility for teachers and 
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students is called HyFlex. Churches 
must be HyFlex spaces of formation, 
or they will be discarded by a society 
that craves multisensory engagement 
to its questions and struggles. 
Worship must also be HyFlex because 
of the changing demographics of 
congregations, the e�ects of the 
pandemic on gathering, the need to 
archive the life of the church for the 
future, and the propagation of the 
Gospel for the confrontation and 
betterment of the world. 

I am an old millennial. I’ll be 40 
years old by time you read this. My 
context and experiences shaped my 
attitude around HyFlex worship. 
Personally, I grew up where I 
learned handwriting and computers 
at the same time. I had a fortunate 
educational journey that exposed me 
to technology at early ages while also 
living in an age where children still 
went outside to play with other kids! 
My world view was HyFlex, which 
made my transitions to other places 
easier and more enriching. 

I was the Christian Education 
Director for a 10,000+ member 
Baptist church where streaming, 
online courses, and HyFlex models 
of ministry were staples of our 
worship and budget in 2006 (with a 
few denominations making inroads 
in these areas in the ’90s and early 
’00s). Making this shift and watching 
other churches refuse that shift set 
the course for much of the state of 
churches today. Simultaneously, 
while working on my M.Div and 
Ph.D. at Emory, I was exposed to 
how technology shapes one of the 
best universities in the world. Emory 
is a pioneer in its method of teaching 

Ph.D. students how to teach in 
HyFlex ways. I was able to in both 
ecclesial and educational settings 
that the world was already HyFlex 
and was only accelerating towards a 
future that occurs in the universe and 
the metaverse. 

Admittedly, I found the lack of 
HyFlex worship options in The 
Episcopal Church disconcerting. 
In many churches there was no 
recording equipment, little attention 
given to the quality of the audio in 
the church, dilapidated websites, 
limited to no social media presence, 
scant YouTube or Facebook presence, 
and, above all, the lack of urgency or 
emphasis to address these pertinent 
evangelism concerns. The math 

seemed to be simple. If churches 
don’t let people know they are open, 
either physically or in cyberspace, 
they will evaporate. So, why would 
people want that to happen? Did 
they want that to happen?

I noticed certain obstacles to 
embracing HyFlex worship. The 
institutional challenge to HyFlex 
worship is the embedded attitudes 
toward technology, the future, and 
the desire to grow. If these areas 
are unexplored, they will make 
subconscious statements about the 
imagination of the church. 

The technological challenges are also 
important to note. Many churches 
are unsure what hardware and 

The Rev. Mark Je�erson, Ph.D. preached at the 175th anniversary of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Richmond, Virginia on Sunday, November 7, 2021, as part of the 
Seminary’s historic bicentenary. 
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software they need. Who has the 
expertise or time to acquire and 
master these skills for the furtherance 
of the Gospel? Valid questions 
indeed. Churches, dioceses, and 
seminaries should inquire about their 
own present implicit and explicit 
theological tensions with technology 
and worship. The Rock Church is 
a Pentecostal church in Virginia 
Beach, Virginia where I had many 
significant religious experiences. The 
multi-racial megachurch had screens 
in their church in the ’80s. There 
are many churches who refuse them 
to this day. I o�er this comparison 
for us to consider how technology 
and theology make us hopeful 
and uncomfortable. The financial 
challenge to HyFlex worship can be 
prohibitive. This was truer before the 
popularity of the smartphone. The 

smartphone allows us to be infinitely 
more “productive” in technological 
spaces at minimal cost. Your church 
may not have $10,000 cameras or 
a $500,000 audioboard but are you 
willing to put up a tripod and try 
with whatever you have on hand? 
All of these questions are wrapped 
around the larger idea of intention. 
Do we really want to reach people?

As a teacher of preaching and an 
itinerant preacher, I am often asked 
about the future of the church. 
The future of our current iteration 
of the Episcopal church will not 
be televised. That day is over. The 
Episcopal Church sat out that 
iteration of culture on purpose, and 
we are living in the aftermath of such 
thinking. Now, the future is HyFlex. 
Do you not perceive it? God is doing 
a new thing and the tools to perceive 
and participate in it are changing. 

We are in the age of cryptocurrency, 
growing food in space, virtual reality, 
the metaverse and cyberspace. 
We are in constant flirtation with 
our demigod nature, seeking to 
exercise our powers to create as 
God has done. This feeling, whether 
implicit or explicit, may speak to 
the disquieted nature of why, for 

many, worship and technology are 
conflicting but interesting bedfellows. 
I understand that perspective and its 
many entailed concerns. But, why 
do I persist in saying that worship 
(where preaching is a major part) 
should become more HyFlex?

What is the other option? Retreating 
further into an anachronistic 
malaise does not make us better. 
Further, we miss out on how God 
is at work because we would rather 
be too comfortable in the passive 
action of watching the world go 
by instead of the proactive work of 
manifesting the Kingdom of God 
that is already among us. We are all 
preachers; many of us already use 
modern tools for communication. 
What happens to a church that can 
harness technological advancement 
to reinvigorate its witness in the 
world? I believe it has the makings 
of a revolution, a revival of God’s 
vision for our world. That revolution 
will not be televised. The times of 
Walter Cronkite are no more. The 
revolution, the inbreaking of the 
reign of God will be live. Whether in 
the universe and the metaverse, the 
future is now. 
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The Challenges of Celebrating 
Eucharist During COVID
By the Rev. James W. Farwell, Ph.D.

Professor of Theology and Liturgy

possible without assembly. Assembly 
is essential to the sacramentality of the 
Eucharist, not simply the occasion or 
place where the sacrament occurs as 
the outcome of a priest “confecting” 
something that only they can do. 
The gathering of those united in one 
place, not by genetics nor a�liative 
preference nor household nor 
happenstance, but by baptism, always 
enacts, in anticipation, the reign that 
God is bringing about, when “every 
tribe and language and people and 
nation” are gathered around the table 
that God sets. The Eucharist, through 
its materiality and sociality and 
our bone-deep associations around 
eating together, cannot be replicated 
by digital gathering. Recognizing 
that digital gathering could not be 
Eucharistic gathering, we consented 
to (and struggled with) our longing 
for the Eucharistic meal as a spiritual 
practice and – with the exception 
of the occasional field Eucharist – 
waited until it was possible to gather 
in person again for that gift. And we 
learned that the o�ce can be done 
online. Even these rituals are not the 
same when digitally experienced; but 
the Word can be “eaten” through the 
ear, even while we cannot consume it 
in the sacrament.

In the meantime, we learned as 
others did about how to use the tools 

Like every other community, Virginia Theological Seminary faced 

extraordinary challenges to our worship during the “lockdown” period 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. The burden of these disruptions fell heavily 

on Professor Hooke, Bishop Mathes, and Professor Burnett, who 

successively held the role of Associate Dean of Chapel during this period. 

Professors Hooke and Burnett were 
responsible for a long stretch of online 
prayer using the o�ces or Liturgy 
of the Word. Dr. Burnett worked 
creatively with Cantors so that we 
could hear God glorified in song, even 
if we could not sing together. And we 
were all introduced in this way to the 
singer’s “duckbill” mask! 

As the lockdown wore on and 
conditions improved slightly, Bishop 
Mathes crafted a “field Eucharist” to 
be o�ered outside on occasion, inspired 
by what a military Chaplain might do. 
With this we managed still to honor 
the prayerbook’s commitment to one 
bread at one altar, whereby many 
are made One, while doing so within 
health protocols. (I have o�ered “in-
services” for our military Chaplains 
in recent years about Eucharist 
under battlefield conditions, and 
certainly never imagined we would be 
employing a similar practice at Virginia 
Theological Seminary….) During this 
time, many students stepped in to lead 
o�ces like Evening Prayer or Compline 
online. 

For my part, I engaged in what now 
seem like countless consultations and 
writings about how to adapt worship 
during a pandemic, and about what 
this whole experience might mean for 
the church theologically and ritually. 
Some of this consultation was o�ered 
through the seminary’s Lifelong 
Learning Center, with the leadership 
and initiative of Dr. Lisa Kimball.

As a seminary, we learned much 
from this crisis. We revisited our 
sacramental theology, developed 
prayer online as a form of connection 
that was better than none at all, and 
cultivated more robust capacities 
for “domestic church” – devotional 
practices at home or in our pandemic 
“bubbles” for those on campus. The 
only di�erence between the Seminary 
and the many churches that worship 
mostly on a weekly basis is that we 
were adapting to the loss of normal 
patterns in our daily life.

Of the Eucharist, we learned again – 
and learned that we need to emphasize 
again – that the Eucharist is not 
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available to us, heretofore unexplored. 
As we move forward from the height 
of the pandemic, we have seen some 
new possibilities for digital means of 
outreach and pastoral care even if 
livestreams and online connections 
cannot become normative in an 
incarnational faith. That someone in 
our seminary community, prevented 
by illness from our Eucharistic 
gathering, could see and hear the 
gathering online and then immediately 
receive the sacrament brought from 
that very assembly is an example of 
how both the integrity of Eucharistic 
assembly and digital creativity could 
be combined. Mind you, the Seminary 
has not begun such a practice yet, for 

some purely practical reasons; but we 
see that we could do so, and I hope 
we will, as some parishes also now do. 

During the pandemic, some of us 
realized that our daily practices in 
our homes – our prayer “beyond” the 
assembly – had become less robust, 
or perhaps had never been as strong 
as it could be. Taking responsibility 
for spiritual practices not dependent 
on in-person gathering deepened 
capacities for all of us, in one way or 
another, to ritualize the worship of 
God in our homes. 

We are grateful beyond measure 
for what we have learned from this 

crisis, and for the many servants 
in this community – faculty, sta�, 
students – who stepped into the 
breach to lead us. This is not likely 
the last pandemic some of us will 
see. And amid a world increasingly 
unstable as a result of climate shifts, 
we are reminded of those who cannot 
gather for public worship of any 
kind, any time, all across the world; 
and many who worship in the midst 
of extraordinary and ongoing crisis. 
May God strengthen us through this 
experience to deepen our practice 
of an incarnational faith and reach 
deeper in our response to those in 
such travail. 
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“Liturgy as Incarnation” 
Paolo Ueti, Ph.D.

I am Paolo Ueti, a theologian and biblical 
scholar of New Testament, gender, and 
development studies. I was a university lecturer 
for many years in exegesis and theologies of 
New Testament and liturgy. I still teach in Asia, 
Europe, and Latin America. I am part of a 
dialogue on Benedictine spirituality and was a 
Benedictine monk in an ecumenical monastery 
for many years. I am a member of the Anglican 
Episcopal Church of Brazil and I currently 
work as regional director and theological 

LITURGY: A Cross-Cultural Anglican 
Conversation About Liturgy, 
Incarnation, Inculturation, and Power
By The Rev. Katherine Grieb, Ph.D. ’83
Director of the Center for Anglican Communion Studies

The Center for Anglican Communion Studies (CACS) was privileged to host a conversation about 
liturgy and liturgical reform with two Brazilian theological liturgists as part of a series of forums on 
The Anglican Communion and Latin America. Paolo Ueti, Ph.D. and the Rev. Luiz Coelho, Ph.D., 
D.Min. joined us virtually on October 5, 2021 for a stimulating conversation about the intersection of 
New Testament hermeneutics, liberation theology, liturgical theology, and strategies for reforming 
local liturgical practices. You can find the recordings of this session on the VTS YouTube Channel 
and the CACS Facebook page.

What follows below are abbreviated versions of their presentations and brief responses from the 
Rev. James Farwell, Ph.D. to Dr. Ueti and the Rev. Shawn Strout, Ph.D., ’12 to the Dr. Luiz Coelho. 
What struck me particularly upon re-reading these papers was the way that liturgy done well 
provokes a deeper “awareness” (Dr. Ueti) of the presence of the crucified and risen Christ in our 
midst and reminds us (Dr. Coelho) that the God in our midst is the God of all people, in all their rich 
diversity, and equally present with all those others who are unknown to us, whose voices we long to 
hear and need to hear.

advisor for the 
Anglican Alliance 
(development, 
inter-Anglican 
cooperation, 
humanitarian 
aid and resilience 
building) of 
the Anglican Communion. I am also deputy 
director for the Latin world (Spanish, 
Portuguese, and French) of the Department 
of Theological Education in the Anglican 
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Communion (TEAC). I am a constant student 
on this path that I walk together with so many 
cultures, languages, churches, and theological and 
ecclesiological perspectives. 

As a child of Latin America, I am deeply 
influenced by the liberation theologies of our 
continent, and I am also a product of my context. 
As someone of Benedictine spirituality and also 
as a scholar of the Bible and hermeneutics, the 
liturgy has a privileged place in my spirituality and 
in my research. As we know, behind any biblical 
text there is always a community of faith. The 
text is worship manifesting that faith, made into 
writing, made into grammar (relationships and 
articulations between people, between them with 
reality and between these two with God), made 
into a book.

Worship, the liturgy, is also an appropriate 
channel for influencing and imposing ideo-
theologies, be they liberating or colonizing. In a 
colonized continent with a colonizing spirit, and 
as people of the Anglican and Episcopal tradition, 
it is worth asking what this means where we live 
and coexist with traditions of original people 
(indigenous) and Afro-descendants. How do 
these traditions express themselves in our rituals, 
language, architecture, vocabulary, aesthetics? 

We are living through an immense crisis at various 
levels of life. Especially worth mentioning is the 
health and economic crisis that ravages the world 
and, in my country, widespread corruption in 
politics. Amid all this, it is up to us to ensure hope. 

Our liturgies are challenged to be that place and 
source from which stubborn hope springs and 
spreads: “Surely another world is possible.” We 
continue on the way, even in the dark and with 
unbelief. Jesus, the Nazarene who is Risen, is with 
us. Despite our illusions, ideological or religious 
mistakes which “prevent us from seeing Jesus,” 
he is there. His presence does not depend on 
our ability to recognize him. Sin has no power 
anymore; the graces surpass sin. We should review 

some of our prayers in the Book of Common 
Prayer, which state otherwise. 

Our liturgies are meant to provoke an 
“awareness” that the one who died is the one 
who is risen and is in our midst: “But he [a young 
man] said to them, ‘Do not be surprised! You 
are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, the Crucified? 
He has risen, he is not here. Look at the place 
where they put him.’” (Mark 16) God does not 
depend on our poor abilities to act. He acts freely 
and by grace: He is a passionate lover who, 
even unrecognized, walks together, accepts our 
invitation, and sits down at the table. We must 
have the courage to invite him – to open our 
hearts and our homes. Even if he is not recognized 
(he does not want to be recognized in the way 
the world recognizes people  – by flattery), it is he 
who accepts the invitation to enter the house, to 
sit at the table and to break bread. From symbol, 
he becomes the very object, and not only object, 
but subject of every saving action: he is the Bread. 

The liturgical space has always been a privileged 
“locus” for us to express our hope in the “new 
things to come, because the old things have 
passed away” (Isaiah 65, Revelation 21), as well 
as a space of liberating grace that transforms 
everything and everyone. In the liturgy, the Father 
makes himself known once again through his Son, 
a living Passover celebrated in the gathering and 
prayer of those in service.

The incarnation of God is not only a reality; it 
is also an epistemological and mission criterion 
for our life as baptized persons. Liturgy as the 
memorial of the hours of the day and the life, 
murder, and resurrection of Jesus should only be 
possible within and from the contexts in which we 
all live. 

We adapt to our contexts and assimilate customs, 
dances, food, dress, and rituals in the places 
where we live. Why is this sometimes so di£cult 
in the liturgy? Why do we sometimes want to 
repeat something that is no longer appropriate, 
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either because it is out of place or because it is 
unintelligible and communicates nothing of the 
mystery that is Jesus?

The memories about Jesus in the Gospels 
are a constant conflict about processes of 
inculturation, respect and coexistence with 
people “who did not fit in.” Jesus challenges the 
attempt, even of his best friends, to understand 
him as someone who would continue Roman 
imperialism and colonization over the Jews. He 
presents himself as the Su ering Servant. Does 
our liturgy do that?

It was too much for all of them, and even for 
us today, to understand that God became 

incarnate in a particular context to transform 
it, not to take it over and carry on in the same 
way. Instead of recognizing that Jesus is the 
disruptor of order as the Su ering Servant, they 
made him a King, so inappropriate. 

The liturgy is called to celebrate the memory of 
Jesus as “su ering servant” and not as “son of 
David” (a person certainly without either good 
qualifications or reputation). Unfortunately, 
our hymnology, vocabulary, rituals, and 
aesthetics do not help much with this. This is 
one of the challenges that I would like to leave 
as a provocation for us to continue thinking 
together. 

Response to Dr. Ueti
The Rev. James Farwell, Ph.D. 

Professor of Theology and Liturgy

I am grateful for Professor Ueti’s sense of liturgy as the place 
from which “stubborn hope springs and spreads,” in which 
we see that “surely another world is possible.” To borrow 
the words of Arundhati Roy, that world “…is on her way. 
I can hear her breathing.” It is the breath of the Spirit that 
teases out of us in liturgy our hopeful and halting consent 
to that world. The liturgy is the place in which we enact the 
contours of such a world as God is bringing to pass. Surely in our liturgical worship we are 
invited to sketch with our bodies and our praise the vision of a world transformed by God, 
in which people of all cultures and languages speak that praise in their own voices. This is 
both the capacity and the function of ritual: the performance of a world. Ueti calls for that 
performance to express our culture and our location. I love his awareness of this possibility. 

I would love to hear more from him about the contrast he draws between liturgies that 
present Jesus as King, rather than Su�ering Servant. Is Christ not both? Is not the very power 
of scripture and liturgy to transform our vision a function of their deployment of a range 
of images and metaphors – images that jostle with one another, complement and contrast 
and break one another open to say the new thing with the old, as the Lutheran Gordon 
Lathrop might put it? Then “King” is completely rethought in terms of “Su�ering Servant,” 
and service is transformed as the work of the true King. I am grateful to Professor Ueti for 
pressing this issue of liturgical images and hope the time might come that we could wrestle 
over this matter some more!
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“Liturgy, Inculturation, and Power”
The Rev. Luiz Coelho, Ph.D., D. Min.

Editor’s note: The Rev. Luiz Coelho, Ph.D., D.Min is Dean of St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church, Rio de Janeiro and Custodian of the 
Book of Common Prayer in Brazil. His liturgical scholarship is 
internationally recognized.

Before we can speak about the inculturation of 
liturgy, it is necessary to deal with a colonial 
heritage that has provided prejudices, ethnic-
racial inequality, sexism, and above all, an 
immense disparity of power. Therefore, I 
will address this issue in two aspects: first, to 
identify what Decolonial Theology is, what 
it seeks to do and how it dialogues with its 
best-known cousin, Liberation Theology. 
Secondly, what are the consequences of the 
Iberian colonial and North American neo-
colonial pasts in our cultures, in our churches, 
and in our liturgy. Finally, I propose the need 
to horizontalize power, both in the life of the 
church and in its liturgy.

The independence of Latin American countries 
did not change the political, economic, 
and ecclesial power structure that existed 
beforehand, so one usually succeeds among 
Latin peoples by passing for white and by acting 
as white. This colonial heritage is so strong 
that it is also replicated among Latins in the 
North American diaspora. Therefore Anibal 
Quijano (a Peruvian sociologist and author of 
two books on colonialism and power) says it 
is not possible to deal with modernity without 
studying colonialism and racism, since European 
colonization in the Americas, and later in Africa 
and Asia, imposed a unique way of reading and 
understanding the world. Epistemology is central 
to colonialism: If we change the way of thinking, 
teaching and acting, respecting and including the 
di�erent cultures of the Latin American mosaic, 
it will be possible to decolonize these structures 
of power. So both Liberation Theology and 
Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed add 
value to the discussion.

Liberation 
Theology was, 
and remains, 
one of the main 
vernacular languages through which theological 
discourse is developed in Latin America. It is 
both indigenous and ecumenical. Generally 
speaking, it proposes a more horizontal way 
of being Church, in line with the testimony of 
the early churches. It a�rms God’s preferential 
option for the poor, based on biblical texts that 
emphasize God’s justice towards those who have 
historically su�ered exclusions. God’s love is not 
exclusive; on the contrary, God loves humanity 
so much that it is God’s desire to bring equality. 
For Liberation theologians, the Kingdom of 
God becomes a goal to be pursued in this life 
through prophetic actions mobilizing Christians 
to organize and fight for positive changes that 
will bring this world closer to the will of God. 
Consequently, political mobilization against 
unjust rulers has been common in liberationist 
circles, and church structures have adapted to 
a more egalitarian way of relating to people in 
theological, liturgical, and pastoral ways.

According to Leonardo Bo�, Liberation 
Theology has gone through four generations, 
now engaging Feminist Theology, Queer 
Theology, and Ecotheology, but there is no 
need to validate it through the epistemological 
world of the European academy; it is better 
understood as a decolonial and practical 
theology for Latin peoples. The paradigm of 
God’s preferential option for the oppressed 
continues, but Decolonial Theology invites 
us to listen to and to work with those whose 
cultures have always been isolated and rejected 
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to build a Latin, ecumenical, and plural 
Christianity. This permeates not only how we 
read the Bible, but also how we pray, praise, 
and organize ourselves as faith communities. 
The historical-critical method is important, 
but the popular interpretation of Latin cultural 
diversity also needs to be considered. The 
Church’s liturgy and its forms matter, but 
they need to be adapted to the many existing 
cultural expressions. Church structures, based 
on the European canonical model, also need 
to be revisited to guarantee an equal and 
respectful distribution of power to all peoples, 
colors, genders, and cultures.

The horizontal Church, where power is 
distributed among all people, does not follow 
a European epistemology. It is not within 
modernity. It is in the Gospel. Through 
the study of the Bible, liturgy, and church 
governance, we must hear not only the voices 
of leaders who reflect European epistemology, 
nor the voices of Latin elites (who often think 
they really know what it is to inculturate the 
Church, but only add aesthetic elements to it).  
We need to hear the voices of all the people of 
God, to horizontalize the Church. We need to 
ask di�cult questions, such as… Why are most 
of our bishops still men, after almost 40 years 
of women’s ordination in Latin America? Why 
is the model of episcopacy in Latin dioceses still 
so centered around the bishop, who often bears 
the colonial title of “Lord”? Why is it that in 

our churches, often the priest (usually a man) 
gives the last word?  Why is the participation of 
the laity in our churches still so limited? 

Liturgist Anscar Chupungco o�ers two basic 
paths through which inculturation can safely 
occur: creative assimilation adapts cultural 
elements derived from di�erent sources and 
does not contradict the Christian character of 
the liturgy; dynamic equivalence investigates 
what exists in Christian liturgies (the ordo) 
and allows it to be expressed in the customs, 
symbols, and elements of a local culture. 
Meanwhile, so that we can really inculturate 
our liturgy, we need to identify and remove 
its elements of verticalization of power so 
we can discern what is cultural and what is 
colonial heritage in our rites. That is, so that 
we inculturate the best of our cultures, and not 
the poisonous elements of [colonial] power that 
still exist. For example, our liturgical texts still 
use the worst of the New Latin languages with 
their sexism, inherent and hidden under what 
we call “the cultured norm of the language.” 
Our texts that mention “the celebrant” or “the 
minister” or “the bishop” (definite articles 
in Portuguese and Spanish are grammatically 
“masculine” when used in general terms), we 
are emphasizing in our own words a worldview 
that assumes that being a man is a standard and 
being a woman is an exception.
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Response to Dr. Coelho 
The Rev. Shawn Strout, Ph.D. ’12 

Associate Dean of Chapel, Director of Assessment, and 

Assistant Professor of Worship

In his article, “Liturgy, Inculturation, and Power,” Dr. 
Coelho discusses the relationship between Decolonial 
Theology, Liberation Theology, and Inculturation. 
He advocates for the need to horizontalize power and 
concludes, “We need to hear the voices of all the people of 
God, to horizontalize the Church.” But how do we hear the 
voices of all people when the current power structures so easily quell them?

Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil (IEAB) is one of a handful of Anglican provinces, where 
English is not the primary language, that have included an indigenously written Eucharistic 
Prayer in their 2015 revision of the Book of Common Prayer. When asked how that process 
could occur in Brazil, Dr. Coelho replied that it was through the South African Indaba 
process. Because western synodical processes rely on dynamics of power and privilege to 
even speak one’s voice, they fail as a fulsome tool in non-Anglo cultures. The Indaba process 
requires that all persons present at the meeting be given the opportunity to speak before 
a decision is made. Through this process, IEAB produced the first indigenously written 
Eucharistic Prayer in Latin America. Provinces throughout the Anglican Communion could 
learn from this horizontalization of power.
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A conversation about worship, life, and Saint 

Anselem between Shannon Preston ‘15 and 

Demarius Walker ’21.

An interview with the 
Rev. Shannon Preston ’15

SPOTLIGHT
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WALKER: Having been at Saint 
Anselm as a member and then, 
returned as chaplain, how has your 
time with the community shaped 
your understanding of worship? 

PRESTON: One of the things that I 
have grown in both being a member 
and coming back as the chaplain is 
the diversity of kinds of worship. My 
Episcopal heart and its traditional 
ways have been opened to deeper 
understanding of the charismatic 
tradition, maybe an evangelical style 
of worship, and worship music. It is 
kind of more contemporary worship. 
Really there are as many ways to 
worship as there are people. There is 
not a more correct way than another. 
I think Saint Anselm has opened that 
up a lot. 

WALKER: Have you found di�erent 
worship spaces or worship styles 
through which you did not expect 
to find connection or connect with 
God? 

PRESTON: I am part of Saint 
Anselm. Many of those who lead 
contemporary worship are members 
of the community, and thus brothers 
and sisters. Last year some of the 
members led worship so beautifully. 
For me it was di�cult not to be 
swept up into how the spirit moves 
and works in our lives. Through 
hearing others and praying for 
intercession through others, that 
was a big surprise for me and for 
anyone who would have known me 
in seminary or before. I think there 
is just so much fruit and richness in 
that kind of worship tradition. That 
is surprising to me given who I was 

even six or seven years ago. It is that 
kind of life that comes with that 
worship—the gift and the richness of 
the constant sustaining of eucharist, 
or praying with and for others. In 
seminary I only read prayers out of 
the Book of Common Prayer. I would 
never have prayed out loud for 
others. Now I see how God speaking 
through other people is real and 
valuable. 

WALKER: After being a part of the 
community at Saint Anselm, you 
served in a parish in Texas, and 
then returned to Saint Anselm. 
How did your experience of being 
in a congregation influence your 
orientation and understanding of 
worship?

PRESTON: In Texas I was studying as 
a priest for spiritual formation. Some 

major elements at that time were 
contemplative prayer. I think there is 
an element of contemplative prayer 
that I think undergirds any kind of 
community of God. It is that kind of 
silent connection with God. There is 
an element of contemplative prayer—
that kind of silent connection with 
God—that I think undergirds 
any kind of community of God. 
Contemplative prayer is part of that 
as well as prayers for peace and 
reconciliation. That is an element of 
worship that necessitates action. I 
think the parish was inexperienced 
with that. There is really joy in 
sharing Sunday eucharist, weekly 
eucharists, and prayers for that 
matter, with others. 

Then I think the worship of COSA 
is being so central in praying more 
hours a day than not it seems like. 
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Prayer is so central to the worship of 
the Community of Saint Anselm that 
it seems like we are praying more 
hours a day than not. While praying 
with such a diverse group of people, 
we are really sharing life at the same 
time. We can share. I find that even 
as a chaplain or as a member, we 
can share life with others. Worship 
then just almost seems exponentially 
powerful from that. As you are 
hearing from others, you are hearing 
where they are. At the same time, it is 
how God is speaking with them and 
how God is moving them and loving 
them. 

WALKER: How did the seminary 
experience at VTS versus your 
experience at the Community of 
Saint Anselm prepare you to step into 
the role of parish leader, particularly 
holding that space of spiritual life for 
others? 

PRESTON: I went to VTS after being 
around a bunch of Benedictine 
nuns. I had a kind of mountaintop 
experience of community, and then 
I went to the Seminary. For me the 
communal aspect of worship is so 
important. I can pray a lot by myself, 
but still, I think you need others to 
really support and sustain you in 
prayer. I found at VTS that I was 
starved for the eucharist. I think that 

the eucharist really sustained me 
spiritually through that time. What 
has been rich in the Community of 
Saint Anselm is that everyone there 
is committed to the o�ces. For me 
that was important to pray together. I 
think that praying together enables in 
a community a sense of safety as well 
as a sense of reconciliation. There is a 
richness in approaching conflict and 
sharing joys with God really at the 
center.

For me the seminary worship 
experience was a time when we 
realized God really is with us in 
every part of our lives and everything 
that we do. There is the importance 
of praying with others. Do not just 
show up to prayer. We sometimes do 
that for ourselves, and sometimes we 
do that for others. I think there is joy 
in that for me now. I think of how we 
are sustained in our lives of prayer as 
well. Also, going into a parish, it is 
necessary that any kind of ministry 
grow from a relationship with Christ. 
I think a relationship with Christ is 
almost like a definition of prayer. It is 
building that relationship. I find that 
the sustenance or the nourishment 
from ministry for me must come 
from that relationship with Jesus, or 
else I do not know how to do it. 

WALKER: Tell me about this 

mountaintop experience going back 
with the Benedictine nuns. Why did 
you end up there? How was your 
experience and your understanding 
of worship shaped there? 

PRESTON: This is the St. Benedict’s 
Monastery in St. Joseph, Minnesota. 
There are a bunch of women who 
have given their entire lives to being 
with God. It is wild and amazing to 
be around that many women who 
really have just given everything 
to be with Christ and to pray with 
them. I was matched up with this 
nun – the wisest one in the monastery 
some would say. She just lived in the 
Trinity. It was wild, mystical, and 
extraordinary. They are just some of 
the kindest, most beautiful, light-
filled people. To pray with them is 
just like you encounter Jesus in them. 
When you pray with them it is like, 
whoa, Jesus is so much and so big. 

WALKER: What was your formation  
– your early formation and your 
early understanding of worship? 

PRESTON: The ways that we 
experience God are di�erent at 
di�erent times and dependent on 
where we are. I think about early 
experiences of being invited to meet 
Christ. It is to build that kind of 
relationship. That is not something 
that I am told it should be like. 
Really, it was an invitation to a 
relationship which was from the 
first priest I had – Cindy Peterson, 
a VTS alumni. It was an invitation 
to a relationship with Christ. That, 
I think, is a kind of knowing of the 
other and a knowing of who Jesus 
is that comes from me. It is not 
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someone telling me what this is. 

WALKER: When is the last time you 
worshipped? 

SHANNON: This morning. I went to 
a group Lectio Divina at the local 
church. 

WALKER: What is it that attracts you 
about Lectio? 

PRESTON: Lectio Divina or the holy 
reading is probably one of the first 
o�cial ways of praying that I learned 
from the Benedictine nuns at St. 
Ben’s. There is this light of Christ 
in them. There is a kind of purity 
and devotion to God that comes 
from that. It is that life that they 
live. I really believed that they know 
God, and thus I know God more by 

knowing them.

WALKER: What is it that attracts you 
about Lectio? 

PRESTON: I can do it by myself at any 
time, but I love the listening. It all 
focuses on listening. It is a di�erent 
way of listening to scripture than 
other kinds of prayer. I really like 
that. I like that there is so much 
in one word or phrase that God 
can speak to us through. I think I 
move it to worship because we are 
connecting with God, but also in 
the group, you are hearing other 
people, where they are journeying, 
and how God is speaking to them. 
The relationship part of worship is 
very important. It is not a one-way 
road. That also is an invitation to a 
kind of relationship with God. It is 

really me and Jesus. As you know, 
in the Ignatian tradition it is kind of 
colloquy. When you speak with God 
as a friend speaks to a friend, then 
that is possible. It is real, and it is 
important. To enter into that reality, 
that is worship.

WALKER: You have given us 
some clear points about how you 
understand worship. You know how 
busy seminary students, priests and 
deacons are. What is the message you 
want to leave them with? 

PRESTON: It is maybe that God is 
real. We follow Christ. The love 
that God shows to us is profoundly 
healing for ourselves, for our 
communities, for our church, and for 
our world. I think that we really can 
reflect more of God’s love when we 
spend time with God. I remember a 
Benedictine nun when I graduated 
from college and was preparing to 
go to seminary. She said, go and 
get good in contemplative prayer 
because that relationship with God 
will be very important for you. I 
think especially for seminarians, 
the relationship that we have with 
Christ is everything. All of our lives, 
especially serving in the church, 
grows out from that relationship 
with Christ as well as the joy and 
abundance of our own lives. It is just 
a win-win all around. My messagea 
is really to focus on that. Even if that 
comes at the expense of other things, 
I think that relationship with Christ 
is absolutely essential. It is essential. 
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Healthy and 
Authentic Giving
Linda L. Dienno
Vice President for Institutional Advancement 

The Apostle Paul spells it out for us: 
“God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 
8:2). If we are cheerful before we 
give, we will be doubly so afterward 
because the feel-good eects of giving 
begin in the brain. Stephen G. Post, 
director of the Center for Medical 
Humanities, Compassionate Care, and 
Bioethics at New York’s Stony Brook 
University, calls it “giver’s glow.”  

Additionally, people who live in 
generous societies have longer lifespans 
than those who do not. Fanny Kluge 
and Tobias Vogt of the Max Planck 
Institute for Demographic Research 
have shown that generosity positively 
aects our brains and health, even 
extending our lives.  

This is good news. 

The flip side of this good news is 
that there are more than 1.5 million 
charities in the United States alone, 
and most of us are bombarded daily 
by thousands of messages asking for 
gifts. The average person supports 
seven charitable organizations 
annually, so while the act of giving 
can improve our health, even to 
the point of releasing endorphins 
that bring tranquility, serenity, or 
inner peace, deciding to whom and 
how much to give can be anxiety-
provoking.  

Imagine the grocery store check-out 
line. The payment device prompts 
with a “Would you like to add $1.00 

to help feed the hungry, or find homes 
for the homeless, or provide school 
supplies for children?” Imagine 
walking outside the grocery store and 
seeing a group of children from the 
local church oering baked goods to 
support their upcoming mission trip. 
Many of us will willingly contribute 
to both without a second thought and 
with no anxiety.  

What about wading through the 
barrage of giving messages to decide 
on gifts to places that bring meaning 
to our lives, that help sustain us, 
such as our parish, or Virginia 
Theological Seminary, or our 
favorite retreat center?  

Our Dean has reflected on the 
significance of the oertory in the 
Eucharist service. The oertory invites 
us into authenticity and comes from a 
“real place from within” as we settle 
our minds, reflect on what matters, 
and make our oering to God. 
According to the Dean, we should 
focus on “human lives” (and our 
relationships with each other) and not 
on the accumulation of even “more 
stu” when making our oerings. For 
some of us, that is a challenge. 

Nathan Dungan, founder and 
president of Share Save Spend©, 
illustrated eectively the human life 
versus the worldly goods struggle in a The Rev. Wiley Ammons ’11, Laura Ammons, and the Rev. Colin Maltbie ‘11
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2010 children’s workshop held at an 
Episcopal parish in Virginia. He told 
each child they had $100 to spend 
on whatever they wanted and asked 
what they would buy. The children 
immediately started shouting out 
things such as bikes, skateboards, 
dolls, and games. Nathan could barely 
post one word on the whiteboard 
before someone tossed another his 
way. He then asked the children 
to think about the recent (at that 
time) earthquake in Haiti that left 
people without food, shelter, or clean 
drinking water and wondered how 
they would spend $100 each to help 
the survivors. At first, everyone was 
quiet, but then the words started 
flowing: tents, drinking water, rice, 
cooking oil, sleeping bags, sweatshirts, 

and much more. The children went 
from worldly goods to human lives in 
fewer than five minutes. 

Not only that, but without any 
prompting, the children started talking 
about gratitude for what they already 
had and how much they would like to 
help people in Haiti. Their discussion 
mirrored what our Dean wrote about 
the o�ertory when he said, “As we 
write out our check for the o�ering 
plate, we should remind ourselves 
of what matters much more than 
things. And we should give God 
thanks and praise for the health of 
friends and family and the gift of life 
for another day.”  

When we give from a place of 
thankfulness and appreciation for 

others, we share out of gratitude. We 
become more of our best selves even 
beyond the initial “feel-good moment” 
of giving. Each gift we give adds to 
countless others to help mission and 
ministries, those with food insecurity, 
the homeless, and many others.  

We are blessed to have friends 
and alumni who give to Virginia 
Theological Seminary out of deep 
gratitude. Since our founding in 
1823, thousands have placed their 
faith and trust in VTS and made 
gifts to our Annual Fund, capital 
campaigns, and special funds. Many 
have included the Seminary in their 
will and made planned gifts. Those 
who give to the Seminary might 
know of the program strengths in 
Lifelong Learning and the Center for 
Anglican Communion Studies. They 
might know of its mission to equip 
lay and ordained leaders to serve in 
parishes, hospitals, nursing homes, 
schools, prisons, and wherever 
people gather to hear the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. In all ways, those who 
give to Virginia Theological Seminary 
are saying “yes” to a bright future 
for our Church and in so doing, they 
are also living a healthier and more 
authentic life when they give.  

 The Rev. Martin Geiger ’19, the Rev. 
Amanda Kotval ’19, the Rev. Kristen 
Wickersham ’19, and the Rev. Alyse 
Viggiano ‘17

The Rev. Hannah Hooker ’16, Michael Roach, and the Rev. Michelle Roach ‘16.
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1984
The Rev. Jane M. Hague
Priest-in-Charge for Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin, Falmouth, ME

The Rev. Dr. John D. Stonesifer
Interim Rector for St. Peter’s Parish 
Church, New Kent, VA

1985
The Rev. Robert L. Banse Jr.
Interim Rector for Christ Church, 
Millwood, VA

1989
The Rev. Margaret E. Ingalls
Co-Interim Rector for Christ 
Episcopal Church, Rockville, MD

1990
The Rt. Rev. Melissa M. Skelton
Assisting Bishop for the Diocese of 
Olympia, Seattle, WA

1995
The Rev. C. Phillip Craig Jr.
Rector for St. James Parish, 
Wilmington, NC

Alumni on the Move

PLEASE SHARE YOUR NEWS!

Write 3737 Seminary Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22304

Email alumni@vts.edu
Call (703) 461-1711
Fax (703) 370-0138
Send address changes to:

wbermudez@vts.edu

2002
The Rev. Ryan D. Newman
Interim Rector for St. Bede’s 
Episcopal Church, Los Angeles, CA

Associate Chaplain for Orange 
County Fire Authority, Irvine, CA

2003
The Rev. Sarah D. Odderstol
Rector for Grace Episcopal Church, 
Silver Spring, MD

The Rev. Jennifer Ovenstone-Smith
Senior Associate Rector for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Alexandria, VA

2005
The Rev. Cynthia A. Simpson
Rector for All Saints Episcopal 
Church, Southern Shores, NC

2006
The Rev. Matthew D. Cowden
Bishop Coadjutor-Elect for the 
Diocese of West Virginia, Charleston, 
WV

2007
The Rev. Lisa B. Graves
Priest-in-Charge for St. John’s 
Church, Tuckahoe, Yonkers, NY

The Rev. Allen Pruitt
Associate Rector for Adult Spiritual 
Formation for Christ Church 
Charlotte, NC

The Rev. Elizabeth Rees
Upper School Chaplain for St. 
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, 
Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Reuben L. Rockwell IV
Rector for St. James Episcopal 
Church Mill Creek, Wilmington, DE

2008
The Rev. Bret B. Hays
Rector for The Episcopal Church of 
the Advent, Tallahassee, FL

2010
The Rev. James M. Abbott
Rector for Trinity Church, Galveston, 
TX

2012
The Rev. Caleb J. Lee
Rector for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Wilmington, NC

The Rev. Dr. Shawn O. Strout
Associate Dean of Chapel, Director 
of Assessment, and Assistant 
Professor of Worship for Virginia 
Theological Seminary, Alexandria, 
VA

2013
The Rev. Christopher Adams
Rector for St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church, Washington, NC

The Rev. Elizabeth B. Gardner
Bishop-Elect for the Diocese of 
Nevada, Las Vegas, NV

The Rev. Patrick J. Williams
Priest-in-Charge for St. Martin’s & 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, New 
York, NY
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2014
The Rev. Katherine H. Byrd
Rector for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Smithfield, NC

The Rev. Andrew Hege
Rector for St. Mary of-the-Hills, 
Blowing Rock, NC

The Rev. Elizabeth Keeler
Rector for Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Washington, VA

The Rev. Emily Lukanich
Rector for Christ Church, Riverdale, 
Bronx, NY

The Rev. John D. Willard
Superintending Presbyter for 
Rosebud Episcopal Mission West, 
Mission, SD

2015
The Rev. Cortney H. Dale
Priest-in-Charge for St. Patrick’s 
Episcopal Church, Lebanon, OH

The Rev. Kristin L. Saylor
Rector for St. Lawrence Episcopal 
Church, Libertyville, IL

2016
The Rev. Alan D. Bentrup
Rector for St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
Episcopal Church, Keller, TX

The Rev. Canon James P. Hartley
Canon Pastor for Trinity Cathedral, 
Columbia, SC

The Rev. Dr. Kate R. Walker
Minister for First Unitarian Church 
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA

2017
The Rev. Dr. Kyle Babin
Rector for Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Bryn Mawr, PA

The Rev. Rose Mpango
Director for Peace and Justice for 
the Anglican Church of Zanzibar, 
Zanzibar, Tanzania

The Rev. Jonathan Musser
Rector for St. Anne’s Episcopal 
Church, Damascus, MD

The Rev. Peter Gachira Wanjiku
Priest and Pastor for St. John the 
Baptist Anglican Church, Lakefield, 
ON

2018
The Rev. Robert Arning
Associate for Young Adult and Small 
Group Ministry for St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Church, Houston, TX

The Rev. Bobbi Kraft
Chaplain and Missioner for Young 
Adults for the St. Francis House, 
Madison, WI

The Rev. Adam Pierce
Associate Rector for Outreach, 
Justice and Congregational 
Development for Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Indianapolis, IN

The Rev. Gregory Seme
Vicar for St. Alban’s Episcopal 
Church, Houston, TX

The Rev. Michael Whitnah
Associate Rector for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Murfreesboro, TN

Alumni on the Move

2019
The Rev. Brit Bjurstrom Frazier
Associate Rector for St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, PA

The Rev. Christopher Exley
Rector for All Hallows Episcopal 
Church, Wyncote, PA

The Rev. Anna Marie Hoos
Associate at Church of the Epiphany, 
San Carlos, CA 

The Rev. Brandon S. McGinnis
Assistant Rector for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Waco, TX

The Rev. Randal Sellers
Priest-in-Charge for Episcopal 
Church of the Nativity, Dothan, AL

The Rev. Melesa Skoglund
Rector for St. Thomas of Canterbury
Episcopal Church, Greendale, WI

The Rev. David Wyly
Rector for St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, Goldsboro, NC

2020
The Rev. Clint Brown
Associate Rector for Youth and Adult 
Formation, St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, Houston, TX

The Rev. Erika Jackson-Essiem
Priest-in-Charge for St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, Ferguson, MO

Ms. Diana Moreland
Director of Children and Youth 
Ministry for Grace Episcopal Church, 
Yorktown, VA
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Staying Connected
www.vts.edu 
The o�  cial website for Virginia 
Theological Seminary.

Virginia Theological Seminary 
Magazine
The Seminary’s magazine for 
supporters of VTS. Published three 
times a year: February, May, and 
September.

The Annual Report 
The Seminary’s annual report 
is published once per year for 
alumni and friends. Published each 
December.

The eNews 
Monthly updates about happenings 
at VTS. The fi rst day of each month.

The Dean’s Commentary 
Daily updates from Dean Markham 
and/or guest contributors. 
Daily, Monday–Friday.

Online Resources 
www.buildfaith.org
www.eformationvts.org
www.trytank.org
www.baptizedforlife.org
www.deepcallstodeep.org
www.vts.edu/thriving

You can also fi nd us on:

Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine | Winter 202250
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Ms. Allison Pace
Director of Children & Youth 
Ministries for Episcopal Church of 
the Redeemer, Midlothian, VA

Chaplain to Redeemer Episcopal Day 
School, Midlothian, VA

The Rev. Dr. James M. Pevehouse
Priest in Charge for St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, Beaumont, TX

The Rev. Savannah C. Ponder
Curate & Director of Saint Hilda’s 
House for Christ Episcopal Church, 
New Haven, CT

The Rev. Chip Russell
Priest-in-Charge for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Norfolk, VA

2021
The Rev. Margaret Goldstein
Transitional Deacon for Trinity 
Episcopal Church, St. Charles, MO

The Rev. Robert D. Kirby
Interim Associate Rector for St. 
John’s Church, Lafayette Square, 
Washington DC

Alumni on the Move

The Rev. Thomas Grover Cleveland ’54
March 20, 2020

The Rt. Rev. John Shelby Spong ’55
September 12, 2021

The Rev. Dr. William L. Dols, Jr. ’58
March 24, 2021

The Rev. Glenn P. Totman ’63
August 28, 2021

The Rev. Dr. Carey E. Sloan III ’65
March 10, 2020

The Rev. Dennis L. Smith, Ph.D. ’66
November 23, 2018

The Rev. Samuel G. Gottlich Jr. ’67
October 24, 2021

The Rev. Canon William A. Kolb ’73
January 30, 2021

The Rt. Rev. Samir H. Kafi ty (H) ’86
August 21, 2015

The Rev. Dr. Ruth D. Walsh ’91
January 21, 2021

The Hon. Colin L. Powell (H) ’99
October 18, 2021

Mr. R. F. McKendree (H) ’16
June 10, 2021

Necrology
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O�cers
Chair of the Board
Dr. David H. Charlton

Vice-Chair of the Board
The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf ’08,  
D.D. ’20 (H)

Treasurer
Ms. Amy L. Curtis

Dean and President
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. 

Vice Presidents
Ms. Linda L. Dienno 
The Rev. Melody D. Knowles, Ph.D. 

Vice President and Secretary
Ms. Jacqueline F. Ballou 

Trustees at Large
Ms. Kirsten Prettyman Adams 
Mr. David Booth Beers
Mr. Julian M. Bivins Jr.
The Rev. Catherine M. Campbell ’88
The Rev. Canon Thomas G. Clarke ’70
The Rev. Dr. Harold J. Cobb, Jr.
The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata ’08
The Rev. C. Neal Goldsborough ’81
The Rev. Canon Dr. Michele V. Hagans
Mr. Henry Lee Stanton Hobson
The Rev. Angela S. Ifill ’95
The Hon. Rev. Kimberly S. Jackson ’10
Mrs. Elizabeth Cabell Jennings
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, D.D. 

’02 (H)
The Rev. Dr. Susan A. Lukens ’11
The Rt. Rev. José A McLoughlin ’05,  

D.D. ’17 (H)
The Very Rev. Troy D. Mendez ’09
The Rev. Andrew T. P. Merrow ’81

Dr. Judith H. Newan
Ms. Janet Osborn
The Rev. Caroline S. Parkinson ’84
Ms. Sissy Poland
The Rt. Rev. F. Ne� Powell, D.D. ’97 (H)
The Very Rev. Dr. Stanley W. Sawyer ’76
Dr. William G. Thomas III
The Rev. Christine R. Whittaker ’90
The Rev. Dr. J. Douglas Wigner Jr. ’72

Ex-O�cio Members
The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Go�, D.D. ’13 (H)
The Very Rev. Billy Alford ’92

Faculty and Student 
Representatives
Elizabeth DeGaynor, Th.D. 
Ms. Jannettarose Greene ‘23
The Rev. Judy Fentress-Williams, Ph.D.

Virginia Theological Seminary Board of Trustees
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Plan your 2022 adventures with Virginia Theological Seminary. We 
o�er a diverse portfolio of travel opportunities, including exciting 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, as well as carefully designed new 
itineraries. Limited spaces are available for these pilgrimages, 
which are part of Virginia Theological Seminary’s historic 
Bicentenary during 2022-2023.

Who is better at sharing the wisdom of the Desert Fathers and 
Mothers than the Rt. Rev. Frank T. Griswold III, 25th Presiding 
Bishop of The Episcopal Church? Having renowned scholar 
Malcolm Miller at Chartres is as good as it gets! Who better to lead 
a “treasure hunt” in England than the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, 
Ph.D.? Advent in Salzburg will provide memories for a lifetime!

Bicentennial Pilgrimages
France • England • Salzburg • The Holy Land

Book Now to Experience the  
Most Inspiring Destinations

Space is limited.

Gothic France
May 13–23, 2022

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
August 11–22, 2022

“Grace & Gardens” in England’s  
‘green and pleasant land’
September 8–20, 2022

Pilgrimages to the Holy Land
October 15–26, 2022
October 27–November 7, 2022

Advent in Salzburg 
November 27–December 2, 2022

Epiphany Pilgrimages to the Holy Land
January 7–18, 2023
January 19–30, 2023For more information, please contact Victoria Elie at 

(703) 461-1730 or velie@vts.edu.
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