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Academic Specialization: Philosophy of Religion, Theology 
 
Education 
 Ph.D. University of Chicago     

M.Div. University of Chicago     
 J.D. George Washington University   
 A.B. Southern Nazarene University   
 
Dissertation 

Dissertation Title:  “The Language of Theology:  Meaning, Reference and Theological Method in Hans Frei and 
Schubert Ogden” 

Director:  David Tracy, University of Chicago Divinity School 
 
Publications 

Books 
The Craft of Innovative Theology (co-edited with Ian S. Markham) (Oxford: Wiley Blackwell, 2022). 
Beyond Athens and Jerusalem: Conceptualizing Religion in Law and Political Philosophy (in progress). 
Liberalism vs. Postliberalism: The Great Divide in Twentieth Century Theology (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013). 
The Chicago Temple: The Mother Church of Chicago Methodism (with Elizabeth Marquardt, privately published, 1998). 

Articles, Book Chapters 
“Saying One Thing and Doing Another: The Supreme Court on Assessing the Reasonableness of Religious Beliefs” (in 

progress). 
“Theological Language and Method in Liberal Theology: Schubert Ogden’s Response to the Falsification Controversy,” 

in Knight & Markham, The Craft of Innovative Theology (Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 2022). 
“Marshall’s Slingshot: Truth Theory, Realism, and Liberal Theological Method,” in Knight & Markham, The Craft of 

Innovative Theology (Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 2022). 
“The Return of Truth: Defending the Correspondence Theory After the Liberal/Postliberal Divide,” Religious Studies 

56:4 (Dec. 2020): 578-595. 
“Wittgenstein’s Web: Hans Frei and the Meaning of Biblical Narratives,” Journal of Religion 95 (July 2015): 337-60. 
“Descriptivist Reference and the Return of Classical Theism,” in Models of God and Alternative Ultimate Realities, ed. 

Jeanine Diller & Asa Kasher (Dordrecht: Springer, 2013), 207-24.  
“The Barthian Heritage of Hans Frei,” Scottish Journal of Theology 61(3) (August 2008): 307-26. 
“Why Not Davidson? Neopragmatism in Religious Studies and the Coherence of Alternative Conceptual Schemes,” 

Journal of Religion 88 (Apr. 2008): 159-89. 
“Truth, Justified Belief, and the Nature of Religious Claims: Schubert Ogden’s Transcendental Criterion of Credibility,” 

American Journal of Theology and Philosophy 27 (Jan. 2006): 55-83. 

Shorter Publications 
Review of Analytic Theology and the Academic Study of Religion by William Wood, International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 

(forthcoming). 
“When the Exception Swallows the Rule: Religious Schools No Longer Need to Comply with Anti-discrimination Laws 

in Hiring or Firing Teachers,” Sojourners https://sojo.net/articles/how-religious-schools-have-insulated-
themselves-discrimination-lawsuits (July 2020) 
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“Will the Supreme Court Grant Religious Schools Carte Blanche to Ignore Anti-discrimination Laws in Hiring and 
Firing?” The Living Church https://livingchurch.org/covenant/2020/07/08/will-the-supreme-court-
grant-religious-schools-carte-blanche-to-ignore-anti-discrimination-laws-in-hiring-and-firing/ (July 
2020) 

“Tragedy,” in The New Dictionary of Theology, ed. Martin Davie, Tim Grass, Stephen R. Holmes, John McDowell 
and T. A. Noble (London: InterVarsity Press, 2016), 918-19. 

“Response to Ian Markham,” Reviews in Religion and Theology 21:2 (2014): 179-81. 
Review of Philosophical Theology and Christian Doctrine by Brian Hebblethwaite, Journal of Religion 87 (Oct. 2007): 645-46. 
 

Presentations 
“Religion and U.S. Politics,” Bard College U.S. Foreign Policy Summer Institute (2018) 
“How to Get Published,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting (Publications Committee) (2016).  
“Postliberal Theological Method,” Washington Theological Roundtable, Virginia Theological Seminary (2015) 
“How to Get Published,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting (Publications Committee) (2015).  
 “Compassion, Religion, and Rationality: A Reading of Sophocles’ Philoctetes,” Center for Learning Excellence, Marist 

College, 2015. 
“How to Get Published,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting (Publications Committee) (2014).  
“Theology and Analytical Philosophy of Language: Problems and Prospects,” Virginia Theological Seminary (2014) 
“How to Get Published,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting (Publications Committee) (2013). 
“Oedipus Minus the Complex: Sophocles on Religion and the Limits of Rationality,” Marist College Departmental 

Lecture Series (2011).  
“Falsification, Kripke’s Causal Theory of Reference, and Analytic Theology,” American Academy of Religion Annual 

Meeting (Philosophy of Religion Section) (2010). 
“Does it Fit? The Classroom as a Context for the Making and Testing of Knowledge,” American Academy of Religion 

Annual Meeting (Moderator, Teaching Religion Section) (2010). 
“Models of God and Other Ultimate Realities,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting (Panelist, Special 

Session) (2010). 
“The Future of Biotechnology: A Theological Response,” Templeton Foundation Lecture Series, Marist College (2007). 
“Postliberal Theological Method and Fides et Ratio,” St. Vincent College Public Lecture (2007). 
“The Barthian Heritage of Hans Frei,” Nazarene Theological Seminary Faculty Forum (2005). 
“Frei and the Language of Theology: The Importance of Linguistic Meaning to the Theological Method of Hans Frei,” 

Nazarene Theological Seminary Faculty Forum (2004). 
“Wittgenstein and Theology: A Response,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting (Philosophy of Religion 

Section) (2003). 
“The Coming War in Iraq: A Just War or Just Another War?” Nazarene Theological Seminary Public Lecture (2003). 
“Hans Frei’s Later Work and Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations: Can Frei Talk About God?” American 

Academy of Religion Southwest Regional Meeting (2002). 
“Human Sexuality: Some Historical and Theological Considerations,” Nazarene Theological Seminary Public Lecture 

(2002).  
“Hope and Tragedy: A Response to Jürgen Moltmann,” Nazarene Theological Seminary Greider-Weigelt Lecture Series 

(2001).  
 “Theology in a Postmodern World: Still Beyond Tragedy?” University of Chicago Divinity School Series (1997) 
  
Teaching Experience 

Director of Faculty Research and Sprigg Visiting Professor of Philosophical Theology and Ethics 
 Virginia Theological Seminary, January 2022-present 
  Teach 6-9 credits per year 
  Promote and host Meade Seminars 
  Promote and process Conant Grant Requests 
  Assist Faculty in grant writing process 
  Oversee celebrations of Faculty book writing projects 
  Promote Faculty books and publications 
  Assist junior Faculty in writing and publishing 
  Liaison with editors at various publishing houses 
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  Host informal writing groups for interested faculty 
  Chair VTS faculty lectures committee; invites and hosts guests; oversee advertisement 
 
Associate Professor of Religious Studies; Coordinator, Catholic Studies Program; Coordinator, Academic Lectures 
 Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY, 2007-December 2021 (Assistant Professor, 2007-2013) 
 Teach a variety of undergraduate religious studies and philosophy courses: 
  Ancient Greek Religions 

Christianity 
Feminist Theology 
Film and the Bible 
Introduction to Religion 
Medieval Philosophy 

  Philosophy of Religion 
  Reformation Theology 

Religion and Politics 
Religion and the Constitution 
Religion in America 

  Religion in Contemporary Moral Life 
  World Religions 
  World Views and Values 
 Academic Affairs Committee, 2018-2021. 
 Regular Committee service and student advising. 
 Developed Revisions to Catholic Studies Minor 
 Participated in development and passage of Religious Studies Major 
 Schedule and host speakers for Academic Lecture Series and Catholic Studies Series  
Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy of Religion and Christian Ethics  
 Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kansas City, MO, 2000-2007 

Taught two large (30-65 students) introductory courses:  
Philosophy of Religion  
Introduction to Christian Ethics   

Taught upper-level three-course sequence:  
Contemporary Theology: Nineteenth-Century Background  
Contemporary Theology: Barth to Mid-Twentieth Century  
Contemporary Theology: Mid-Twentieth Century to Present   

Taught upper-level seminars:   
Theological Themes in Biblical Films   
Liberation Theology  
The Problems of Modernity for Philosophy and Theology 
Process and Narrative Theologies  
Tragedy and Theology  
Political Ethics Seminar: Rawls’s Theory of Justice  

Taught individualized independent studies in theology, philosophy of religion and ethics.  Served both as 
advisor and as reader for masters’ theses in theology, philosophy of religion and ethics. 
 

 Greek Tutor 
  University of Chicago Divinity School, 1999-2000 

Conduct private tutoring sessions for students in first-year koiné Greek.   
   
Teaching Competence 

Philosophy of Religion; Philosophical Theology; Philosophical and Theological Hermeneutics; Philosophy of Language; 
Epistemology; Contemporary Analytic Philosophy; Modern and Contemporary Theology; Theological Method; Ethics; 
Ancient Greek Religions  
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Doctoral Examinations 

Philosophy of Religions (Seventeenth to Nineteenth Centuries), Philosophy of Religions (Twentieth Century), 
Hermeneutics, History of Religions (Ancient Greek Religion) 

 
Legal Experience 
 Attorney-Advisor, Office of General Counsel, Commodity Futures Trading Commission, 1992-1994 
 Associate Attorney, Howrey & Simon, 1988-1992 
 
Honors and Awards 

Marist College Special Recognition Award (2013) 
Barnabas Award (awarded by the graduating class of 2003, Nazarene Theological Seminary)  
University Scholarship (2000-2006) 
Doolittle-Harrison Fellowship (2003-2004) 
Divinity School Scholarship (1997-1999) 
Rolland Walter Schloerb Fellowship (1994-1997) 
David H.C. Read Preacher/Scholar of the Year Nominee (1997)  
The George Washington Journal of International Law & Economics, Editor-in-Chief (1986-87), member (1985-86)  
Trustee Scholarship (1984-1987) 
Honors Moot Court (1986) 
Mortar Board (1983)  

 
Languages 

Hebrew, Greek (Homeric, Attic, Koiné), French, German 
 
Professional Memberships 
 American Academy of Religion 
 Catholic Theological Society of America 
 Society of Christian Ethics 
 
Professional Activities and Community Service 

Coordinator, Academic Lecture Series, Marist College (2012 – 2021) 
Chair, Marcellin Board for Catholic Activities, Marist College (2008 – 2021) 
Coordinator, Catholic Studies Program, Marist College (2008 – 2021) 
Chair, Religious Studies Search Committee (2016-2017) 
Manuscript reviewer, Cambridge University Press 
Manuscript reviewer, Oxford University Press 
Manuscript reviewer, University of Toronto Press 
Manuscript reviewer, Springer Publishing 
Manuscript reviewer, Palgrave Macmillan 
“An Introduction to Fr. Sean Carroll and the Kino Border Initiative,” St. Marcellin Champagnat Lecture, Marist College 

(2018) 
“Freedom of Religious Expression: A Real Right, a License to Discriminate, or an Intellectual Mess?” Poughkeepsie 

Rotary Club (2016)  
“An Introduction to Sr. Maureen Kelleher,” St. Marcellin Champagnat Lecture, Marist College (2016) 
“An Introduction to James H. Cone,” Academic Lecture Series, Marist College (2016) 
“An Introduction to Fr. Thomas Reese,” St. Marcellin Champagnat Lecture, Marist College (2015) 
“Graduate School: Is It Worth It?” Keynote Address, Graduate School Week, Marist College (2014) 
“An Introduction to Ross Douthat,” Academic Lecture Series, Marist College (2014) 
Panelist, Panel Discussion on “The Long Game: Texas’s Ongoing Battle for the Direction of the Classroom,” Marist 

College (2013) 
“The First Amendment Religion Clauses and Wisconsin v. Yoder,” Poughkeepsie Center for Lifetime Learning (2013)  
“An Introduction to Jeffrey Toobin,” Academic Lecture Series, Marist College (2013) 
“An Introduction to Sr. Simone Campbell,” St. Marcellin Champagnat Lecture, Marist College (2013) 
Panelist, Panel Discussion on “The Great Textbook War,” Marist College (2013) 
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Interviewed for “Drawn to Faith: A Renewed Interested in Religion?” Poughkeepsie Journal, Mar. 31, 2013 
Interviewed for “Election of Pope Francis Brings High Hopes Among Clergy,” Poughkeepsie Journal, Mar. 14, 2013 
Interviewed on The Richard French Show, channel 6, Regional News Network, Rye Brook, NY, Feb. 28, 2013 
“An Introduction to Elaine Pagels,” Academic Lecture Series, Marist College (2012) 
“Catholicism and Christianity,” Temple Beth-El Interfaith Dialogue Series, Poughkeepsie, NY (2012) 
“An Introduction to Vincent Miller,” St. Marcellin Champagnat Lecture, Marist College (2011) 
“Introduction to Ancient Greek Religion,” Poughkeepsie Center for Lifetime Learning (2010) 
“The Johannine Literature,” Poughkeepsie Center for Lifetime Learning (2010) 
“An Introduction to Michael Budde,” St. Marcellin Champagnat Lecture, Marist College (2010) 
Co-Moderator, “Dialogue on Curiosity, Poetry, and Liberal Arts Education,” Marist College (2010) 
Discussion Leader, “Faith and Public Life,” St. Andrews Episcopal Church, New Palz, NY (2009) 
“An Introduction to Lisa Sowle Cahill,” St. Marcellin Champagnat Lecture, Marist College (2009) 
Discussion Leader, “Faith and Public Life,” Christ Episcopal Church, Poughkeepsie, NY (2008) 
“An Introduction to Paul Lakeland,” St. Marcellin Champagnat Lecture, Marist College (2008) 
“An Introduction to David Tracy,” Gish Lectures in Philosophy of Religion, Nazarene Theological Seminary (2007). 
Participant, Faculty Debate on Christian Pacifism, Nazarene Theological Seminary (2006) 

 Lector, Calvert House, Chicago (2004-2007) 
 Panelist, Panel Discussion on Interfaith Dialogue, Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago (2004) 
 Advisor, Seminarians for Social Justice, Nazarene Theological Seminary (2002-2006) 
 Advisor, student reading group on feminist theology, Nazarene Theological Seminary (2001-2003) 
 Co-leader, workshop on “The Political Responsibility of the Church,” Nazarene Theological Seminary (2000) 

Guest Preacher, Nazarene Theological Seminary Chapel, University of Chicago Bond Chapel, and Chicago Area 
Churches (1996-2007) 

 Volunteer, St. Anthony’s Soup Kitchen (2000-2006) 
  
References 
 David Tracy, University of Chicago  (773) 702-8235   d-tracy@uchicago.edu 

Kathryn Tanner, Yale University   (203) 432-5314  kathryn.tanner@yale.edu 
Ian Markham, Virginia Theological Seminary (703) 461-1701  imarkham@vtd.edu 
W. Stephen Gunter, Duke University   (919) 660-3597   sgunter@ div.duke.edu 
Roger Hahn, Nazarene Theological Seminary (816) 333-6254  RLHahn@nts.edu 
Kristine Culp, University of Chicago  (773) 643-4411   kculp@midway.uchicago.edu 
Martin Shaffer, Marist College   (845) 575-3295  Martin.Shaffer@Marist.edu 
Moira Fitzgibbons, Marist College  (845) 575-3000  Moira.Fitzgibbons@Marist.edu 
 


