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Archbishop Welby poses for a photoshoot 
with students from the Class of 2022 in 
front of Aspinwall. 
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The Rev. Michael Angell ‘11, the rector at Church of the Holy 
Communion in St. Louis, Missouri, returned to The Holy Hill this 
spring to preach the sermon that won him the 2020 John Hines 
Preaching Award. Given annually to the outstanding preaching 
entry “where prophetic voice is central within the sermon,” the 
award is named in honor of the former Presiding Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, the Rt. Rev. John Hines ’33.  To learn more 
about the award and the current 2021 recipient, please turn to 
page 11. 

(L-R): Mtipe Koggani '22, Riley Beetner (spouse of 
Josiah Daniels '22), Brandon Smee '22, and Natalie 
Regan '22 in The Flamingo. 
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In seminary, there is a shared telos — it is a 
place of holy work. It is a place where eternity 
touches the temporal. Formation means that 
we are aspiring to be touched by the Spirit of 
God so that we become persons able to serve 
God and God’s Church. And so, seminary 
is in many ways intense. People share their 
complex stories. We confront the dark guests 
that inhabit us all. We become more self-aware 
as we live closely alongside others. There is a 
depth to our relationships. 

The mantra of this place is “Chapel, Class, 
Lunch.” Over the years it has become a guide 
for students who will ultimately interpret their 
own importance and order to the listings, even 
finding room to include levity (ie: the addition 
of “Co�ee”). 

Chapel is our life before God. This is where 
we invite the potter to work on the clay of 
our lives. Basic services are quickly learned 
by heart. In the sermons, we hear Christ 
preached. We enjoy a full range of worship 
styles and experiences — from Lessons & 
Carols to praise band Eucharist.

Class is the graduate school experience. 
Loads of reading, papers to write, classes 
to attend, and examinations to complete. 
New questions will be raised; fundamental 
issues will be explored; the latest literature 
in congregational studies will be read. It is a 
demanding program.

Lunch is about table fellowship. We not 
only share delicious meals but learning 
moments. The Seminary welcomes students 
across the spectrum of the Church. The 
student who identifies as LGBT+ will sit 
alongside an international student who 
comes from a country where homosexuality 
is illegal. The evangelical will sit next to 
someone who loves Anglo-Catholic worship. 
Supporters of the former President Trump 
co-mingle with supporters of Senator 
Sanders. Alongside di�erences, lunch is 
also the space for deep commonalities to 
be discerned. All parents worry about their 
kids; all of us cope with the ailments of 
life; all receive the sad news that a friend 
or relative has passed while we’ve been at 
seminary.

FROM THE DEAN

Being a Student at Virginia 
Theological Seminary 

It is just true. As the Associate Dean of Students, the Rev. 
Ruthanna Hooke, Ph.D., observed in a sermon delivered in Chapel, 
“Some of the closest relationships in one’s life are created in 
seminary.”

Living in community, we place a high value on gathering together. 
The residence halls have shared common rooms. The apartments 
have shared porches and courtyards. It is easy to find somebody 
with whom to engage in conversation. Just walk down the corridor 
or stroll around the campus! 
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Our center of gravity is our creedal faith. We are 
a seminary that invites all students to understand 
the grammar of the Christian faith. The faculty 
share a conviction that the God who made and 
sustains this universe was present in the person 
of Jesus Christ. We learn what God is like from 

“reading” the Eternal Word made flesh. We do the 
serious theological work of seeking to understand 
what God requires of us by sitting with the Eternal 
Word revealed in the text of Scripture and known 
to us through the traditions of the Church.

We want all those who are called to have the 
opportunity to experience Virginia Theological 
Seminary. Thanks to countless donors, we can 
o�er incredibly generous scholarship packages. 
As of 2022, if a student’s household income is 
less than $150,000 and their assets (excluding 
pensions and the personal home) are less 
than $250,000, they receive free tuition, free 
accommodation, and a free meal plan. 

We aspire to be a place where people from all 
sorts of backgrounds — socioeconomic, racial, 
ethnic, gender, and sexual orientation — invite 
God to work in their lives. We aspire to be a 
place where we learn what it is to be disciples of 
Christ. We aspire to be a place that forms people 
to lead congregations, serve the Church, and 
make a di�erence. 

It is such a privilege and a joy to be part of this 
community. And we invite readers to visit. Come 
to Chapel, come to a class, join us at lunch — 
and encounter the future of the Church.

Yours in Christ,

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.
Dean and President
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Corinne Freeman Barnwell
Corinne Freeman Barnwell is a 
crusader and fighter for social justice. 
It is said that she is a retired social 
worker. But, actually, “retired” is not 
part of her vocabulary.

Wife, mother, and grandmother, 
Corinne was featured in 2017 in 
an exhibit titled, “The Personal 
is Political: Portraits of Louisiana 
Second-Wave Feminists.” The 
exhibit was part of “Women of New 
Orleans: Builders and Rebuilders.”

Corinne,“builder and rebuilder,” was 
a feminist before the word was used 
much. She is an activist for women’s 
rights and a voice of clarity for racial 
justice and reconciliation. In 1963, 
while in graduate school in California, 
this trailblazer planned to serve in the 
Peace Corps. A serious illness meant 
that she could not leave the country. 
In fact, her doctors did not know if 

The summer of the Freedom Project 
in Mississippi resulted in a Freedom 
School in New Orleans which Corinne 
help start. As she has written, “We 
taught math, reading, and the history 
of the Civil Rights Movement.” From 
her early days of frontline activism, 
Corinne would go on to serve as a 
Human Rights Coordinator on the 
sta� of the Mayor of New Orleans, 
to work in state government, and to 
teach in the School of Social Work 
at Tulane University. She has never 
stopped being an activist, and she 
continues to “carry the torch” for 
Planned Parenthood and for all causes 
which advance social justice for all.

In an article in South Writ Large: 
Stories, Arts and Ideas from the 
Global South, Corinne’s husband 
wrote about the “Ten Things I Can’t 
Do Without.” The first item was: 
“Corinne—I am her husband—who 
tells me I cannot do without her, 
and she is right.” Indeed, Corinne 
is a living text from which William 
drew many of the truths of his own 
significant ministry. They were a 
power couple in the best sense of the 
word. Corinne said that she had a 
“Yankee-style” fast way of speaking. 
William kept his thick and permanent 
Charleston accent. Together they 
took on causes which have made our 
country better and our Church more 
in harmony with the Gospel.

The summer of 1964 was for Corinne 
a crucible of formation. What 
followed was a cruciform life of 
committed service in the Church and 

The Dean’s Cross:  

she would live long. Thankfully her 
doctors were wrong and, by the Grace 
of God, she overcame cancer at age 
24. The last 60 years have found her 
helping others overcome the deadly 
diseases of prejudice, poverty, and 
privilege.

Corinne grew up in a family of 
missionaries, and she, too, wanted to 
serve God. She carried on the family 
tradition and made the United States 
her mission field. A pivotal event in 
her life was participation in the 1964 
Mississippi Freedom Summer Project. 
Mainly young white people, 1000 of 
them, came from all over the country 
to serve as volunteers in Freedom 
Summer. Corinne was one of 400 
women. That summer, through her 
volunteer ministry, she refined her 
understanding of African American 
history, citizenship, political power, 
and the freedom movement for all 
blacks.

Corrine and William Barnwell
The Dean’s Cross for Servant Leadership in the Church and the world is the highest 

honor given by Virginia Theological Seminary. It was first awarded 14 years ago, 

when it was suggested by then Board Chair, the Rt. Rev. Peter James Lee. The 

Dean’s Cross recognizes the well-formed life in Christ, the life lived for others.

On February 13, Dean Markham, in consultation with the current Board Chair,  

Dr. David Charlton, honored posthumously the Rev. Canon William H. Barnwell. 

William’s productive life was cut short by COVID. The Dean also honored 

Barnwell’s wife, Corinne Freeman Barnwell, whose own life is a testament of 

service. The citations included were read at Trinity Church, New Orleans, at the 

Sunday morning celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 
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in the Academy. Virginia Theological 
Seminary takes great delight in 
honoring Corinne Freeman Barnwell 
with the Dean’s Cross for Servant 
Leadership in the Church and the 
world. This great veteran of the Civil 
Rights Movement is a Servant Leader 
who was a missionary for God in her 
time and for all time.

William H. Barnwell
The highest honor which Virginia 
Theological Seminary bestows is the 
Dean’s Cross for Servant Leadership 
in the Church and the world. The 
Dean’s Cross recognizes the well-
formed life in Christ.

Being a student at Virginia 
Theological Seminary was a 
crossroads moment for William’s 
consequential life. Born to a 
prominent family in Charleston, South 
Carolina, William always loved his 
home and family. Yes, he saw the past 
as flawed, and early on he gave his 
privilege, status, and education to a 

higher calling. As a priest, prophet, 
civil rights advocate, author, writer 
and organizer, William became 
one of the brightest lodestars of his 
generation for the cause of racial 
reconciliation and a social order more 
just and equal. His life was a guiding 
light in our Church and nation for 
healing, as he named the demons of 
racism.

A peripatetic ministry found him 
serving several churches, including 
Trinity and St. Luke’s in New 
Orleans, Trinity Copley Square 
in Boston, and the Washington 
National Cathedral in the nation’s 
capitol. His priest collar was not 
worn in the book-lined study or 
at the high altar. His priesthood 
was lived in the streets and with 
black-led organizations, combating 
systemic racism and white supremacy 
wherever he saw it.

Until the end of his life, he was 
telling stories and seeking a better 

world. He marched with Justice and 
Beyond and upriver allies to oppose 
the multi-billion-dollar Formosa 
Chemical plant planned in St. James 
Parish. He cared for the earth, even 
as he knew that the proposed plant 
would be a menace to the health of 
the local community, mostly Black, 
mostly poor, and already sickened by 
the carcinogenic pollution in the part 
of Louisiana known nationally as 
Cancer Alley. To the end, he was like 
an Old Testament Prophet.

Thankfully, William documented 
his long ministry in the trenches and 
great pulpits in a series of books. 
His first book In Richard’s World 
was followed by Lead Me On, Let 
Me Stand: A Clergyman’s Story in 
Black and White (2012); Called to 
Heal the Brokenhearted: Stories from 
Kairos Prison Ministries International 
(2016); and a book chronicling his 
amazing service to inmates, mostly 
Black, many on Death Row at Angola 
Prison in Louisiana. In 2017 he wrote 
Angels in the Wilderness: Young in 
New Orleans and Beyond.

William was a man of stories, 
provocative and ever speaking truth 
to power. With Corinne and his family 
in his heart, he gave his life to the 
Gospel. He continued what our Lord 
began in his earthly ministry. The 
words of Matthew 25:23 are surely 
written for the Rev. Canon William 
H. Barnwell: “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” William’s Seminary 
is proud to honor him posthumously 
and to continue the good work he has 
done. May he Rest in Peace and Rise 
in Power.

(L-R) Janet Barnwell Smith, Corinne Freeman Barnwell, the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, 
Ph.D., and the Rev. J. Barney Hawkins, Ph.D. at Trinity Church, New Orleans.
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PUBLICATIONS

The Prophets: Introducing 
Israel’s Prophetic Writings 
(Introducing Israel’s 
Scriptures) 
Stephen Cook, Ph.D. with John 
T. Strong and Steven S. Tuell.
(Fortress Press; 2022)
The prophets remain figures of enduring interest 
and importance in contemporary Judaism, 
Christianity, and even secular society. The 
Prophets introduces students to the rise of 
prophecy in ancient Israel, possible ancient Near 
Eastern parallels, the messages of individual 
prophets, and the significance of the compositional 
and editorial history of the prophetic writings. The 
book guides students into leading questions and 
issues in contemporary scholarship, and surveys 
di�erent contemporary approaches to the messages 
of the prophets.

The Craft of Innovative 
Theology: Argument and 
Process 
Edited by the Very Rev. Ian S. 
Markham, Ph.D. and John Allan 
Knight, Ph.D.
(Wiley-Blackwell; 2022)
The Craft of Innovative Theology: Argument 
and Process delivers a thorough examination of 
the method of producing and writing creative 

theological theses and projects, explaining to 
students how to write elegant, innovative research-
oriented articles. Through a collection of papers 
written by distinguished scholars, the text exhibits 
numerous examples of well-executed creative 
writing on topics as varied as theodicy and 
evolution, artificial intelligence, and baptism.

New Revised Standard 
Version Updated Edition 
(NRSVue) Bible 
Dr. Stephen Cook, Ph.D., the 
Rev. Melody Knowles, Ph.D., 
the Rev. Judy Fentress-Williams, 
Ph.D., Judith Newman, Ph.D., 
and more
(Zondervan; Updated edition; August 2022) 
This edition of the NRSVue Holy Bible, Personal 
Size invites you to explore the depth and beauty of 
Scripture. Its durable and elegant design make it 
the ideal Bible to carry with you to work, school, 
or Church. Continuing the legacy of the NRSV, 
the NRSVue aims to faithfully serve the church 
in personal spiritual formation, in the liturgy, 
and in the academy. With revisions based on new 
textual evidence and vetted by an ecumenical 
group of Christian scholars historical insights, and 
linguistic precision, this updated edition delivers a 
translation of Scripture based on meticulous care 
for accuracy and readability.
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John Allan Knight, 
J.D., Ph.D. 

The Sprigg Visiting 
Professor of 
Philosophical Theology 
and Ethics and Director 
of Faculty Research
Virginia Theological 
Seminary announces 
that John Allan Knight, 

J.D., Ph.D. has been hired as the Sprigg Visiting 
Professor of philosophical theology and ethics and 
director of faculty research, e�ective January 1.

Knight previously taught at Marist College in 
Poughkeepsie, NY, where, until December 31, 2021, 
he was Associate Professor of Religious Studies, 
Coordinator of the Academic Lecture Series, and chair 
of the Marcellin Board for Catholic Studies. Knight 
recently co-edited the book The Craft of Innovative 
Theology: Argument and Process (2022, Wiley-
Blackwell) with the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D.

Dr. Knight holds degrees from Southern Nazarene 
University and George Washington University Law 
School. After law school, Knight worked for several 
years as an associate attorney for a large firm in 
Washington, D.C. before accepting a position at the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, where he 
argued and won several commodities fraud cases in 
the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal. He then studied at 
the University of Chicago, earning both an M.Div. and 
a Ph.D.

In his new role at VTS, Knight will be working with 
faculty and students from the research lab that is now 
available on the first floor of Bohlen Hall, on the VTS 
campus.

The Rev. Rachelle 
D. Sam ’19 

The Associate 
Dean for Strategic 
Implementation and 
Priorities
Virginia Theological 
Seminary is pleased 
to announce the 
appointment of the Rev. 

Rachelle D. Sam ’19 as associate dean for strategic 
implementation and priorities, e�ective July 1, 2022.

Sam’s initial focuses will include implementing the 
Strategic Plan across all Seminary departments, 
reporting to the Dean and President, and providing 
summaries of progress to the Board of Trustees, 
organizing Board committee meetings, and providing 
guidance to Trustees and representatives. She will 
also work with Derek Greten-Harrison, director of 
admissions and housing, to focus on the Seminary’s 
admissions strategy.

“Rachelle brings many gifts to this role,” said the 
Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. “Rachelle is the 
first appointment to the faculty from the school 
chaplaincy world. We are looking forward to giving 
her a warm welcome.”

Rachelle currently serves as the Upper School 
chaplain, director of the social service program, and 
assistant director of the Skip Grant program at St. 
Albans School in Washington, D.C. An adjunct priest 
at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church in Washington, 
she received her Diploma of Anglican Studies from 
VTS in 2019, her Master of Divinity from Harvard 
Divinity School in 2010, and in 2007 she received 
her Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies from Rice 
University.
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Walking Together
On Wednesday, March 16, a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) was signed with General 
Theological Seminary (GTS). The Board of 
Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS) had voted 
in February to approve the process of executing 
a MOU, which will lead, God willing, to a 
“definitive agreement.” This o�cially starts the 
process of developing the partnership between 
GTS and VTS. The goal is simple: We aspire to 
serve God and the Church more e�ectively by 
drawing on the legacy and experience of this 
remarkable Seminary in New York.

The next steps are as follows: A working party 
will work on a “definitive agreement” which 
will go through the Board this spring. And in 
July, a motion will come before the General 
Convention to enable GTS to enter into an 
agreement with VTS.

There is much to explore that is both 
complicated and exciting. Over the course 
of the next few months, we will be inviting 
di�erent departments to reflect on the 
possibilities and challenges of such a 
relationship. 

The 2021 John Hines Award
Virginia Theological Seminary celebrates the Rev. Sarah Taylor Miller ’15, 
who was named the 2021 recipient of the John Hines Preaching Award. 
The award is given annually to an outstanding entry where the prophetic 
voice is central within the sermon.

Named in honor of the 22nd presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church, 
the Rt. Rev. John Hines ’33, the award celebrates the ministry of 

preaching and its importance in our Church, recognizing outstanding sermons that are deeply 
grounded in scripture and focused on the seen and unseen needs of a worshipping community, the 
nation, and the world. 

“An extraordinary sermon bringing the Word to an extraordinary time,” said Dean Markham. “I 
am delighted that Sarah Taylor Miller is being honored with this award.” 
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Forma Lands on the Holy Hill
Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS) announces the 
addition of Forma as a ministry of Lifelong Learning at 
VTS through an agreement with the Episcopal Church 
Foundation (ECF) and the Forma Advisory Committee.

Celebrating the Beloved Community
This year’s commemoration of the Martyrdom of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. took place on April 6 and 
7. Beginning with a sermon by the Rev. Mark Je�erson, 
Ph.D. at the morning Eucharist, the program that 
followed featured voices that profoundly moved members 
of the VTS Community.

The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers, canon to the Presiding 
Bishop for evangelism, reconciliation, and creation care, 
explored the theme of kenosis in a riveting talk that 
combined singing with audience conversation. It was an 
appropriate challenge to the Seminary: What does it mean 
for the Seminary to live the values of the Gospel? What 
would it mean for us to “empty” of ourselves out of love 
for others?

The Rev. J. Lee Hill, D.Min, missioner for racial justice 
and healing in the Diocese of Virginia, weaved together a 
careful reading of Scripture with the amazing and highly 
significant poetry of Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, civil rights 
leader, and president of Morehouse College, when Martin 

Luther King, Jr. was there. Dr. King described Mays as a 
major influence on his work, and Mays gave a eulogy at 
the funeral of Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968.

“This is vitally important work,” said the Very Rev. Ian 
S. Markham, Ph.D., dean and president. “We need to 
continue to be appropriately self-reflective and self-critical 
as we allow the Holy Spirit to truly help us create ‘the 
Beloved community.’”

All of this content will be featured in the VTS Journal 
2021-2022 when it is published later this year. 

Previously a ministry of ECF, Forma is the network 
for Christian formation for The Episcopal Church and 
beyond. It includes members from across the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, South America, and Europe. 
Forma is independent of The Episcopal Church and still 
closely partners with the Church’s O£ce for Formation 
Ministries.

“Welcoming Forma to our VTS family feels like a 
homecoming. The Seminary’s commitment to Christian 
formation is deep and broad,” said Elisabeth Kimball, 
Ph.D., associate dean of Lifelong Learning. “Having an 
extended network of practitioners more regularly engaged 
in our ministries has the potential to transform Christian 
formation on the ground and in the academy.”
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The Rev. Joseph Thompson with the Rev. Canon Stephanie 
Spellers.
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Senator Tim Kaine  
at Virginia Seminary  
“Faith and Justice” 
Rev. Dr. David Beckmann, D.D., D.C.L.

Dean’s Advisor for Political and Economic Justice

President Emeritus, Bread for the World

Holy Hill is really close to Capitol Hill, a thirty-
minute drive (tra�c permitting). Soon after I 
joined the VTS community, I asked Senator 
Kaine’s scheduler for a 20-minute Zoom meeting 
with Dean Markham and myself. The scheduler 
called back to say that the Senator sometimes 
drives by the Seminary and would like to visit. 
Dean Markham seized the chance: Might a 
two-hour meeting with the VTS community 
be possible? From long experience on Capitol 
Hill, I know that U.S. senators rarely spend two 
hours with anybody. But it turned out that the 
Senator wanted to spend two hours with the VTS 
community. 

He was eager to learn 
about the Seminary’s 
reparations initiative and 
other justice education 
and programs. He talked 
candidly about his work 
on major social-justice 
legislation that is pending 
in the Senate. It became 
clear during his visit that 
Senator Kaine, a devout 
Catholic, was eager to reflect with us on the 
“faith” aspect of our “faith and justice” theme.
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The event was attended by people in the community 
as well as VTS students, faculty, and sta�. We 
opened and closed with prayer. Dean Markham 
talked about the revolutionary idea that all people 
are created in the image of God and its implications. 
“The work for justice, reconciliation, and social 
transformation is not an incidental addition to the 
Gospel,” he said. “It’s right at its heart.”

Rev. Dr. Joe Thompson, Director of Multicultural 
Ministries, introduced Rev. Linda Thomas, whose 
grandfather did manual work at the Seminary. He 
wanted to study for the ministry, but VTS was 
segregated. A few seminarians smuggled books to 
him. Linda serves on the sta� of a Baptist church.

In my introduction of Senator Kaine, I thanked 
him for his part in negotiating the major public 
investments that Congress has approved during 
the pandemic. Although the pandemic has caused 
a million deaths and much hardship, the big bills 
that passed Congress reduced poverty in 2020 
and again in 2021. “But what can be done to 
rescue the important economic and racial justice 
provisions that failed to pass by one vote in 
December,” I asked. That vote ended the expanded 
Child Tax Credit, which was important to the 
progress against poverty in 2021. 

Senator Kaine began his talk with a few remarks 
on his personal history. His work life began with 
a job at a Jesuit technical school in Honduras, 
teaching young people skills that would allow 
them to make a living. When he returned to this 
country, he worked as a civil rights lawyer and 
teacher — until he “got mad” at the city council 
of Richmond and decided to run. He served on the 
council, then as mayor, governor, and U.S. senator. 
He is one of only 30 people in U.S. history to have 
served as a mayor, governor, and U.S. senator.

Kaine said that he is working to get to a version 
of the December bill that can pass the Senate. He 
encouraged seminarians to contact their senators 
about this. Kaine is focusing especially on the 
inclusion of a�ordable child care and making 
pre-kindergarten available for all three- and four-
year-olds. Multiple studies have shown that little 
children who get to go to quality pre-K programs 
do better in school and throughout their lives. He 
thinks there’s also a good chance for provisions 
that would make healthcare more a�ordable to 
many people. 

A few years ago Senator Kaine embarked on a 
period of pilgrimage and reflection, and he closed 
with insights he has gained. He started by taking 
in Virginia’s natural beauty through long trips by 
foot, bike, and canoe. He then visited Jamestown, 
where the practice of enslaving Africans began 
in this country in 1607. But Kaine studied the 
beginning of slavery and learned that it was illegal 
in England and its colonies, and that it took 
Virginians 40 years of discussion to legalize the 
permanent enslavement of Africans. “We invented 
it,” Kaine said.

During his period of reflection, the nation has 
su�ered a pandemic, an uprising for racial justice, 
two impeachments, and an invasion of the Capitol. 
Senator Kaine finds all this “humbling” and is 
grappling with the fact that the Bible teaches that 
we should be humble. “If humility is an individual 
virtue, can it not also be a societal or national 
virtue? Can we inject our political identity with 
more humility without being less confident or 
assertive or positive about the values we share?”

After the meeting ended, Senator Kaine hung 
around to meet with people individually — for 
about twenty minutes.



  Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine | Spring 202214

Virginia Theological Seminary’s newly adopted mission statement describes the Seminary 
as a “racially and culturally diverse residential community…devoted to worship and 
prayer; teaching and learning; and research and service to the wider Church.” The mission 
emphases that buttress this statement further describe this residential community as a place 
where “people daily learn the discipline of worship; engage in rigorous graduate studies; 
and participate in lively table fellowship in the refectory.” These various descriptions of 
our life together highlight the fact that the ethos of Virginia Seminary is centered on the 
conviction that formation for ministry is best done in community.

In the pages that follow, in articles written by a range of student leaders, the richness 
of this residential community life is made abundantly clear. There are entries here that 
describe in more detail all that happens under the heading of “chapel, class, lunch” to 
form us all — students, faculty, and sta� — into a beloved community that reflects in some 
small and imperfect way the trinitarian life of the God whom we worship. Some of these 
pieces highlight the diversity of this community—racially, culturally, denominationally, in 
terms of sexual orientation and gender identity, and in terms of countries of origin. One 
aspect of VTS’ diversity particularly embedded in our institutional ethos is the value we 
place on connections with the worldwide Anglican Communion, a commitment that is 
reflected in our international students’ program. These entries testify to our ongoing e�orts 
to live into our Seminary Covenant, which expresses our desire to be a community of 
inclusion and equity for all.

THE REV. RUTHANNA HOOKE, PH.D.

Associate Dean of Students and Associate Professor of Homiletics

Student Life at VTS 
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There is also significant diversity in the backgrounds and prior lives of our students, as 
well as in the types of ministries toward which they feel called. Recently, we have seen 
an increase in interest in various kinds of chaplaincy, with students exploring becoming 
military, hospital, school, or prison chaplains. This wave of interest reflects the growing 
capacity of our students to think “outside of the box” when it comes to how they will 
exercise their ministry, given the changing nature of the church they will serve. 

Other articles focus on services that are available to students and that enhance our life 
together, such as The Butterfly House, and opportunities for student employment. One 
such community-enhancing initiative featured is CultivateVTS, a student-led program that 
oversees our community gardens, composting stations, and other projects to make the 
Seminary an environmentally sustainable campus. This goal is also articulated in our new 
Strategic Plan, and students have been leading the way in generating ideas and energy for 
pursuing this objective. The community gardens are also a place of gathering on campus 
and are one of the places where students’ families particularly engage with community life.

As you read the pages that follow, I hope they will give you a sense of the abundance that 
is present here in the student community, which makes this such an exciting place to live, 
work, and be formed for ministry.

Student Life at VTS 
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Student Government
Janettarose Greene ’23

Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

I am beginning my term as student 
body president the way I hope to 
end it: with a spirit of thankfulness. 
I thank my predecessor, Donna 
Arrendell ’22, and her administration 
for the beautiful transition a�orded 
to us. We intend to continue and 
expand on this gracious legacy. 

I humbly thank the student body 
for the opportunity to serve. Let 
me share a little about myself. I am 
a middler in the M.Div. program 
and a postulant from the Episcopal 
Diocese of Virginia. I was born in 
Philadelphia but have spent most 
of my adult life in the Washington 
Metropolitan area. After a 37-year 
career in the federal government, I 
retired in February 2021 to pursue 
my seminary studies full-time. My 
family and I moved onto campus last 
fall to fully experience seminary life. 
I am a sacristan in the Chapel and a 
research assistant to Dean Markham 
for two book projects. I am living into 
my call and work daily to follow my 
personal rule of life: prayer, worship, 
contemplation, healthy living, and 
family. I envision that much of the 
work I do during my time in o�ce 
will focus on ensuring that all voices 
are heard and that everyone has a seat 
at the proverbial table. 

I have asked members of my cabinet 

to tell us a little about themselves.

Vice-president Paddy Cavanaugh 
’23, in the M.Div. program and a 
postulant from the Episcopal Diocese 
of Massachusetts, was born and 
raised in coastal North Carolina. As 
a firm believer that joy is a sustaining 
practice of Christian communities, 
he hopes to lift communal life 
on campus by working with the 
administration and the student body 
to bolster opportunities for fellowship, 
relationship-building, and fun this year. 
When he is not wearing vestments or 
studying, he likes to cruise the beaches 
of the Atlantic Coast. 

Treasurer Hayden Paul ’24, in 
the M.Div. program, was born in 
Tyler, TX, though he claims Bryan/
College Station as home, because 
his most formative years were spent 
there. He enjoys reading political 
memoirs, spending time with friends 
and family, and taking long walks 
with his labradoodle, Truman (who, 
despite his name, has yet to write a 
political memoir). Hayden hopes to 
bring greater transparency to budget 
preparation, and to find ways to 
build capacity for student support 
using our financial allocation. 

In the M.Div. program from the 
Episcopal Diocese of Texas, Gavin 

Tomlin ’23 is excited to be serving 
as the student body secretary. He 
hopes to use this opportunity of 
organizational stewardship to serve 
the students in whatever capacity 
they need and, along with the rest 
of the cabinet, blaze a trail worth 
following. In the moments when he is 
not fastidiously taking notes, Gavin 
enjoys being out in nature, reading 
books about the paranormal and the 
unexplained, and watching Muppet 
movies (especially The Great Muppet 
Caper). 

Mike Alford ’23 is in the M.Div. 
program and is a postulant from 
the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest 
Florida. A seasoned attorney, he 
is eager to bring his corporate 
experience and legal expertise to the 
chancellor position. As an advisor 
to the president and the cabinet, 
Mike hopes to assist with a review of 
the current bylaws and to facilitate 
the elections process in the coming 
year. Mike is married and has three 
college-age children. In his spare 
time, he enjoys hiking, boating, and 
all things outdoors.

Fellow students, we have an exciting 
year ahead of us, full of wonder, 
enrichment, and Historic Bicentenary 
activities. It will be my pleasure to 
serve as your student body president.
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The Call into  
God’s Mission
Joanna DeHaan Unangst ’22

Episcopal Diocese of Western Michigan

Call is complex and unifying. Some 
saints (perhaps you, reader) are 
called in Biblically dramatic ways, 
with Jonah-esque human denial in 
the context of the persistence of God. 
Others figure it out by walking a 
winding path on a steep, treacherous 
road. Some of us are still working 
it out step-by-step along the way, 
trusting God will create the road to 
meet our feet. 

Like others here, I fought this call. I 
reasoned and cajoled with it. Isn’t it 
extravagant, or redundant, to believe 
two people in the same household 
could each be called to ordained 
ministry? I buttressed myself against 
it. I loved my life and lay ministry as 
a psychotherapist, and was afraid of 
claiming full trust in God, knowing 
it meant profound change. I knew 
God is the architect of all that is, and 
yet I wanted to maintain the illusion 
of control by staying in the life I 
knew, rather than being open to the 
‘becoming.’

I anticipated a call for change and 
obedience would arise out of a 
situation that was discordant or 
perhaps out of a sense of discomfort. 

My call was di�erent than that; 
it arose out of a place of deep joy 
and curiosity. Joy isn’t synonymous 
with happiness, but analogous to 
an alignment with the truest part of 
who we are called to be. Joy isn’t 
always, well, joyful. The tuning-
fork purity of alignment with the 
Spirit is downright painful as we 
together live honestly with our 
shared light and shadow, and the 
weight of recognizing our roles in 
destructive devastation of racism, 
heteronormativity, sexism, self-
service, ambivalence, and elitism. Joy 
is the matrix of community, the aisle 
leading to the altar. Joy is resonant 
and life-giving, and directs us to 
service, generosity, and compassion. 
It makes sense this is what call feels 
like, it reflects God’s own relationship 
with God’s self, an overflowing, 
generative love, generosity, and 
creativity.

When I was in my 20s, I worked 
long days as a social worker with 
sublime, ordinary people who 
lived with memory di�erences. 
I was wrapped up in my own 
reflections of holy encounters of 
the day during the commute home, 

but I was fatigued, half-listening 
to local news as I drove long 
stretches on Michigan highways 
in the fading light of a drizzling 
June evening. Other cars shared 
this commute, but, in the bubble 
of my own Mazda, I was alone. In 
the distance, I could see taillights as 
tra�c slowed. It wasn’t an accident. 
Through the light rain, the setting 
sun refracted in such a way that 
a wide rainbow arched out of the 
highway. As I drove slowly towards 
it, I looked around and thick bands 
of orange and yellow were all 
around me, I looked down, and they 
came right out of my abdomen and 
heart. I looked to the left, and a 
woman (lit bright in red and orange) 
in a minivan held her jumbo-sized 
co�ee cup, and we looked at each 
other and broke out in laughter. To 
my right, a tired looking man with 
a loosened tie stared with open-
mouthed awe and delight as he sat 
in a thick band of green and blue. 
Our fictitious bubbles of commuting 
isolation burst in this shared 
wonder, this invitation to the Divine 
in the heart of the quotidian, and 
we realized we were in the middle of 
joyful community. 
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Sharing our stories is an invitation 
to be known and fully seen, which is 
full of the power of vulnerability and 
the beginning of true relationship. 
It’s also terrifying for many people. 
My own mixed emotions about 
sharing my essential self with others 
is the same as my ambivalent mix of 
desire for and terror of being known 
by our Holy and ever-compassionate 
God. God bless us as we move 
towards honesty with our shadow 
and choose bravery and the light 
of attentive, humble, self-denying 
presence.

Verna Dozier D.D. ’78 is the first 
Episcopalian theologian I read 
when discerning my call to ministry. 
I remember sitting in the public 
library near my house, cackling 
at her wit, and holding my heart 
in teary conviction in response to 
her prophetic wisdom. Ms. Dozier 
said the only way there is a future 
for the Church, for community, 
is to continually die to self, live 
with deep compassion, self-denial, 
humility, and point to the Divine 
Other in all we undertake. I’ve been 
invited and encouraged by saints 
at all points of this journey of call. 
I am thankful beyond measure to 
my husband (and fellow graduate), 
Kurt ’22, and our teens, Koen and 
Anneke, for their honesty, courage, 
and prophetic generosity as we live 
into this call of sacred community, 
and the adventure of ordained 
ministry. Interfaith chaplaincy has 
forever shaped the direction of my 
understanding of community, and 
the limitlessness of God. St. Paul’s, 
Alexandria, and Virginia Theological 

Seminary, and the incredibly 
talented, generous, self-denying, 
wisdom-rooted faculty, sta�, and 
students have helped me to see new 
facets of the Divine. My gratitude is 
overflowing.

We are continually invited to listen 
deeply to the transformative call into 
God’s mission for restoration and full 
life of all creation. God, give us the 
ability to love with deep compassion, 
serve with self-denial, listen with 
humility, and point to the world to 
see your refracted and colorful light 
of holy community.
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The Seminarians of 
Color Union
Herschel Wade ’22

Episcopal Diocese of Maryland

The Seminarians of Color (SOCU)  
includes seminarians, faculty, and 
sta� members of the Seminary 
community. SOCU was created in 
response to a need: A systemic crisis 
for people of color who did not feel 
welcome, respected, or seen at VTS. 

SOCU came into being through the 
courageous e�orts of seminarians 
and was led by Marlene E. Forrest 
’18 and Kathleen Walker ’18, the 
organization’s first president and 
vice president, respectively. SOCU’s 
early leaders envisioned the creation 
and nurturing of a supportive and 
encouraging communal environment 
wherein all voices are recognized 
and acknowledged and the diverse 
cultures and gifts of people of color 

celebrated. They also imagined — 
within SOCU and the larger VTS 
community — seminarians, faculty, 
and sta� of color being lifted to 
live into God’s call, to be fulfilled, 
and fill others in the context of 
worship and community. It was also 
hoped that SOCU would continue 
to ensure vigilance, dialogue, and 
actions in matters of injustice and 
institutional racism within the 
Seminary community. However, I 
am sure that it was understood that 
the fight against any type of racism 
at VTS could not rest entirely on the 
shoulders of SOCU—such should be 
a collective endeavor of the entire 
community. Indeed, the Seminary 
Covenant a�rms the community’s 
commitment to promoting a 

communal life that values all 
members as well as a more diverse, 
equitable, and inclusive environment.

Whereas it is clear that the Seminary 
has remained intentional in its 
reconciliatory e�orts, experiences 
of people of color at VTS are, at 
times, di�erent. If you have heard 
the extempore prayers of people of 
di�erent cultures at VTS, you hear 
within them pieces of their homes, 
hopes, and dreams expressed in a 
new place where they often feel like 
strangers. They are away from who 
they are; they may be from other 
nations or other “nations” within 
this nation. Here, people of color 
inhabit a space of new, unwarranted 
expectations to assimilate, erase or 
hide or avoid whom God is calling 
them to be. Such expectations 
thwart the possibility of living and 
becoming the fullness of God’s 
image, God’s imprint, fearfully and 
wonderfully made! 

When our siblings in Christ of 
di�erent cultures are invited to 
inhabit this space called VTS, 
we believe God dreams that they 
are to be loved, not accepted, or 
merely tolerated, in their fullness, 
as they are, and with everything 
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Herschel Wade and Janettarose Greene.
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Military Fellowship
Brian McCarthy ’24

Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina

In the fall of 2021, as students and 
families settled in for the beginning 
of the academic year, people in the 
VTS community began the perennial 
process of getting to know one 
another and building community. 
It was immediately apparent that 
there was a considerable military 
presence on campus, not only in 
terms of chaplain candidates or 

persons interested in pursuing 
chaplaincy, but also many veterans 
and military family members. The 
relationships that began to develop 
organically brought us such joy that 
it seemed only natural to organize an 
intentional fellowship.

Over the course of the fall semester, 
the fellowship gathered several times 
to eat breakfast together with the Rev. 
Canon Leslie Nuñez Ste�ensen ’12, 
canon to the Bishop for the Armed 
Forces. We also rejoiced together 
at the commissioning of Aaron 
Livingston Ross ’24, as a chaplain 
candidate in the United States Army 
on September 16. The Rt. Rev. Carl 
Wright ’90, Bishop Su�ragan for the 
Armed Forces and Federal Ministries, 
was the celebrant at the Community 
Eucharist that evening, administering 
the oath of o�ce for 2nd Lt. Ross 
immediately following the service.

During the 2022 spring semester, 
we are hosting fellowship breakfasts 

twice monthly, along with one special 
event each month. In March 2022, we 
planned a family-friendly hike.

We are especially thankful for the 
support of Bishop Wright and Canon 
Ste�ensen, both of whom have 
been in constant dialogue with us, 
graciously providing mentorship 
and support. We pray that through 
walking together we all may be 
strengthened for service, to grow in 
Christ, and to make Him known.

they bring. SOCU is here to provide 
an accepting, understanding, and 
sometimes protective space within 
the Seminary’s larger community, 
leaning forward to ensure that people 
of color can bring everything they are 
to the Seminary and to make certain 
people of color know that VTS also 
belongs to them.

On a more introspective note, finding 
comfort within SOCU can also be 
challenging at times. We, too, are 
sometimes blind to the beauty of the 
rich diversity within SOCU. Lumped 

into a pseudo-monolith, we often 
forget that other members of SOCU 
are also individuals, with voices that 
are colored by the experiences of 
each individual. Though we desire 
to be heard as a group, we also 
understand that it is vital to hear 
and appreciate each other in our 
particularities as unique contributors 
to the diversity that SOCU brings 
to Virginia Theological Seminary. 
However, we are bonded tightly 
by the commonalities of struggle, 
triumph, and perseverance.

It is not going out on a limb to say 
that SOCU is a gift from God to the 
entire VTS community, not just to a 
small group of people. And, like all 
gifts, SOCU will continue to develop 
and evolve into an organization that 
brings flourishing life, vitality, and 
a deepened communal spirit to VTS 
and, ultimately, to The Episcopal 
Church. Look for SOCU in worship, 
in class, at lunch. VTS will be seeing 
a great deal more of us in the future. 
AMEN.
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Facing Challenges and Sharing 
Witness: LGBTQIA+ students 
at VTS
Katie Hoyer  ’23

Diocese of Massachusetts

When my partner Alicia and I visited campus in 
February 2020, we felt at home as soon as we 
set foot on the Grove, and our instincts were 
confirmed with every community member we met. 
When we moved to Alexandria that August in 
the middle of the pandemic, we were greeted by a 
cheerful legion of masked middlers, seniors, and 
families, who helped us haul boxes and furniture 
into our beautiful on-campus apartment. We both 
teared up at the gift basket from SPIRIT with 
household essentials and the cards and gifts from 
our neighbors. As I sat on Zoom for August Term, 
other students and family members took Alicia 
for walks, checked in on both of us, invited us 
to picnic (safely!) in our courtyard. In the second 
week, as my assignments started to build up, and 
Alicia started her new job at a local synagogue, a 
mere two weeks before the Jewish high holidays, 
meals appeared! We still thank God every day in 
our prayers for having found such a warm and 
loving community. 

In the third week of August Term, we were invited 
by a middler to join in a multi-family picnic, 
where one of our new friends remarked: “It’s so 
wonderful to see the Seminary supporting a same-
sex, interfaith couple!” Alicia and I looked at one 
another, confused. “We’ve felt nothing but support 
from everyone since the day we visited,” Alicia 
replied. 

When I agreed, our friend explained that this 
hadn’t always been the case. Of course, any 
religious institution, regardless of its present-
day stance, has a complicated history with 
anyone who is not heterosexual (someone who 
is attracted to persons of the opposite sex) and 

cisgender (someone who a�rms and identifies 
with the gender assigned to them at birth). Since 
that day, we have continued to learn that our 
experience of feeling completely welcomed and 
wanted is a recent development, and still not 
universal. Readers of this magazine who are 
LGBTQIA+ alumni or former employees of VTS 
do not need me to re-tell their own histories, 
but I commend the VTS archives and o�ce of 
Multicultural Ministries to readers unaware of 
the pain, sacrifice, and struggle of generations of 
LGBTQIA+ VTS community members, and of 
their allies on campus and in the wider church. 

I was asked to write to you about the experience 
and perspective of LGBTQIA+ students here 
at VTS. I hope you will not be surprised when 
I tell you that, as they say on Facebook, “it’s 
complicated.” Alicia and I are both cisgender 
women. I cannot speak for my genderfluid and 
trans classmates, but I can share my witness of 
watching them face challenges here with regards 
to attire and access that I, as a cisgender woman, 
have not experienced. There can also be a 
certain amount of privilege in being perceived as 
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Kathleen Schotto (she/her) and spouse Margaret 
Schotto (they/them).



  Virginia Theological Seminary Magazine | Spring 202222

Student Life

partnered rather than single. My perspective 
on the experience of LGBTQIA+ student life 
is complicated merely by being limited to my 
particularity! 

And yet even within my experience, it’s 
complicated. It is no overstatement to say 
that Alicia and I have never felt safer and 
more supported as an openly queer couple in 
the twelve years we have been together than 
we do living here at VTS. We hold hands 
walking around campus, we love and trust our 
neighbors, friends, and classmates regardless of 
their identities and orientations, and we know 
many other LGBTQIA community members, 
both through the a�nity group PRISM and just 
through daily life! The welcome we experienced 
has never worn o�. And yet, as with many 
questions in the life of the church, our sense 
of urgency and deep vocation to be hospitable 
sometimes outpaces our theological reflection, 
both individually and as a community. I have 
heard from more than one LGBTQIA+ student 
about experiences in the classroom that seemed 
contradictory to the warm welcome and sense 
of belonging that they otherwise felt at VTS. 
I too have heard both professors and students 
sometimes teach and express opinions or take 
actions that do not “respect the dignity of 
every human being” when it comes to those of 

us who are not heterosexual and/or cisgender. 
Certain aspects of the curriculum do not align 
with where many Episcopalians believe our 
denomination to be on questions of human 
sexuality and gender identity; and little wonder, 
because our denomination is not a monolith. 

Ultimately, I am hopeful that my experience 
as an LGBTQIA+ student (in an interfaith 
relationship!) is reflective of life in the Church: 
a messy, sometimes painful attempt to live 
into God’s call to us while loving one another 
deeply, welcoming one another warmly, and 
grappling together in our sin, our su�ering, 
our sorrow, to find the words and actions that 
will help us live into our Baptismal Covenant, 
where we vow to “respect the dignity of every 
human being,”[i] and to move us closer to the 
fulfillment of our mission, to “restore all people 
to unity with God and each other in Christ.”[ii] 

[i] BCP p. 305

[ii] BCP p. 855
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Ryan and John Missel on the porch of Maywood 
House.

Corey Lovelace, Adam Lees, and Logan Lovelace 
celebrating LGBTQ+ Pride by visiting a decorated 
house located in Chicago, IL June 2021.
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Cultivate VTS
Jimmy Pickett ’23

Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts

“…to till it and keep it.” Genesis 2:15

“The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his 
handiwork.” Psalm 19:1

“Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce.” 
Jeremiah 29:5

“... Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my sheep.”  John 21:17

Throughout the witness of Scripture, 
we hear and read about the intimate 
connection between people, land, 
and God repeatedly. Each Ash 
Wednesday, we are reminded that we 
are of the dust, intimately connected 
with the places that sustain our 
lives. As a seminary, we are blessed 
to be a community of people who 

have come together on a specific 
piece of land to respond to the God 
who continues to call and sustain 
us. Over nearly a decade, students 
and faculty have been responding 
to this call through the work and 
witness of CultivateVTS. Throughout 
the lifespan of this ministry, there 
have been ups and downs, seasons 

of abundance, and fallow seasons. 
There have been patches of wheat 
planted and grapevines tended. There 
have been conversations about how 
God shows us to live in community 
through book clubs, a community 
garden, sharing bus passes, and even 
the common life of bees. Not to 
mention the thousands of pounds of 
co�ee grounds and kitchen scraps 
turned into life-giving compost, 
somedays reminding us of Martha’s 
warning to Jesus before the raising 
of Lazarus: Lord, already there is a 
stench! 

Each season has looked a little 
di�erent based on the skills and 
interests of students during their 
time on this Hill. During this season, 
CultivateVTS is beginning to grow 
into new areas of ministry. With 
God’s help, and the supporting 
vision of the new strategic plan, 
we are discerning the direction of 
environmental initiatives on campus. 
Whether it is through the hauling 
of compost bins, or the delight of a 
crisp radish in the garden, or a panel 
discussion that o�ers inspiration 
for action, CultivateVTS aims to 
practice resurrection by focusing on 
environmental justice and the care 
of creation as integral parts of the 
Christian witness in our time. 
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Ecumenical Calling
Donna Arrendell ’22

National Baptist Convention

I am often asked why I chose to attend 
Virginia Theological Seminary, and I usually 
respond, “Why not?” Raised Catholic and 
now a practicing Baptist for 32 years, I made 
a choice having less to do with tradition and 
denominational loyalty and more to do with 
where I felt the Holy Spirit leading me and 
where I felt “fed” with good and sound biblical 
doctrine. As a licensed minister of the Gospel, 
it has always been important to evaluate and 
utilize insights from broad spectrums of faith, 
culture, and life experiences to prepare me 
as a servant leader. Pursuing my theological 
education at VTS has been rewarding, both 
spiritually and academically.

Quite often as Christians it can be all too 
easy for each of us to identify the divisions 
and obstacles between ourselves and those 
of other Christian denominations, but what 
unites us is far stronger than what divides us. 
When I attend morning worship in Chapel, 
my Episcopal sisters and brothers are often 
moved by the same preached Word because it 
celebrates a message of hope and Good News. 
On any morning it is a time when an “AMEN” 
can be heard from a Baptist, Episcopalian, 
Lutheran, Presbyterian, and even a Unitarian 
Universalist.

It is in the classroom that I think much of the 
groundwork is being done to help us look 
beyond our individually embedded theologies. 
Lord knows it can get heated at times, but this 
is where formation and growth take place. 
To sit in a lecture hall or to meet on Zoom to 
discuss historic movements of theology from 
the perspective of the present-day communities 
that have developed out of those movements 

is both challenging and exhilarating. At the 
end of a day when I am driving home, I often 
reflect on some of these di�cult theological 
debates that we have in seminary and realize 
that these are the courageous conversations that 
will help us to work towards the unification 
and the strengthening of one holy, catholic, 
and apostolic Church (I Corinthians 12:12-27; 
Apostles’ Creed and Nicene Creed). We must 
remember that unity begins at the foot of the 
Cross. 

In a society where the message of the Gospels 
appears absent in so many ways, all Christian 
denominations should seek to work together 
to be people of faith in what can often be a 
dark and troubled world. Living and studying 
in community at VTS has given me a greater 
appreciation for the importance of ecumenism.
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The Butterfly House
Jeremy Bradley ’22

Episcopal Diocese of Texas

Seminary is di�cult for all students. It 
is important to acknowledge that each 
of us experiences it in various ways, 
with joy, frustration, and exhaustion. 
It is a demanding program. Being 
a parent in Seminary certainly has 
its di�culties: juggling the various 
expectations of class, community life, 
and chapel, writing papers, handling 
spiritual, mental, and physical health, 
and on top of all of that, making 
sure to care for family by creating a 
loving and supportive environment 
where all can thrive. Thankfully, 
VTS empowers seminarians who 
are parents — in my case, a parent 
of a toddler — to flourish with the 
help of The Butterfly House (TBH), 
an on-campus childcare center that 
is less than a five-minute walk from 
anywhere on the Seminary’s campus.

TBH’s location is convenient, as 
parents do not have to leave campus 
for drop-o� and pick-up. Going 
anywhere with a toddler is a struggle; 
some may even compare it to Jacob 
wrestling with the Angel in Genesis, 
yet we can manage to get him to 
school in a timely manner because 
of its location, even if we must walk 
there with a limp!

Childcare is a substantial financial 
commitment and can often feel 
burdensome. Thankfully, VTS 
provides a discount for seminarian 
families. The discount allows me to 
focus more time on my family and 
studies rather than finding additional 
income. I recognize that this discount 
is a financial burden to the Seminary. 
Per Dean Markham, the teachers 

are also paid a livable wage, which 
attracts and retains teachers with 
degrees in early childhood education, 
ensuring that the children at TBH 
receive a quality education. We 
are incredibly grateful for the sta� 
who show up daily for our children 
and for us, all while putting their 
own welfare on the line due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

My wife Lauren and I also appreciate 
Reggio Emilia, the pedagogical 
method used at TBH, a self-directed 
approach where children learn 
through experiential, hands-on play. 
They use nature to create their toys 
and playscapes and recently built a 
certified Nature Explore Outdoor 
Classroom. Our son Jonah loves to 
be outside, digging in the dirt, and 
often brings home at least a pound of 
sand in his shoes each week.

TBH was one of the attractive 
components of the Seminary package, 
making it an easy decision to choose 
Virginia Theological Seminary, 
compared to the other Episcopal 
seminaries. Its central location on 
campus, a�ordability through a 
generous discount, experiential 
teaching methods, and fantastic sta� 
have exceeded our expectations for 
what childcare would look like for our 
family. I am grateful for these people 
and this place on the Holy Hill.
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Student Life

Working to 
Appear
By Christopher Poore ’23

Episcopal Diocese of Chicago

I edit things. That’s what I do. It’s what I’ve 
done for the last ten years. I started by editing 
poetry for Narrative Magazine, and last year I 
founded Seminary Street Press to bring out-of-
print Anglican theological works back to life. 
Then, this year, I began designing and editing 
books for VTS Press. And believe me: once you 
start designing books, you’ll never read a single 
word the same way again.

Let me explain.

When you read this, it probably feels like it’s 
just you and me. Here I am, writing, and there 
you are, reading.

And that’s true enough, but I wonder if you’ve 
ever thought about how there’s another person 
who placed these written words on this physical 
page in a particular way. They made choices 
about the size of the letters, the color of the 
ink—should paragraphs be marked o� by a 
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gap or by an indented first line? They thought 
about me, and then they thought about you, 
and they tried to figure out a way for me to talk 
to you—a design so intuitive that you wouldn’t 
even think about it. In other words, someone 
worked very hard so that I might appear.

When we seminarians work on campus, that’s 
what we’re trying to do—we’re working to 
appear, to be here, present with the fullness of 
our pasts. Don’t get me wrong. We also work 
because food is expensive. Because we must 
find thousands of dollars before May so that 
we can train as hospital chaplains. We work 
because we watch our kids climb trees, and 
while we love their joy and want it to never 
end, we also wonder about how much a broken 
bone costs, how much an ambulance?

But the fact is that every seminarian comes 
from elsewhere. Before we came here, we 
organized unions. We cleaned hotel rooms. 
We learned how to draw leaves in latte foam. 
And when we work on campus, the elsewhere 
we left reappears just a little, as if to reassure 
us that we have been equipped for a future we 
cannot imagine. 

The dead theologians whose books I edit—
they sometimes called this reassurance ‘the 
doctrine of providence,’ a doctrine that made 
them feel as if they were being laid down on 
a page—fully themselves, fully appearing, yet 
touched almost imperceptibly by the generosity 
of design.
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The Flamingo and 1823
Winnie Smith ’22

Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

Lara Case ’22 and I had just gotten 
our drinks and ordered dinner. It was 
a beautiful early fall night and 1823 
was packed inside and out. Families 
from neighboring Episcopal High 
School were there after a football 
game, as well as the usual Seminary 
students and sta, and community 
members who live nearby. The pub 
was buzzing. We were on the patio, 
close enough to feel the warmth 
from the fire pit. It was a perfect 
fall evening. Perfect, that is, until 
five minutes later, when 1823 server 
Schuyler Halsey ’22 walked outside, 
called for everyone’s attention, 
and let us know that no one’s food 
would be coming out of the kitchen 
that evening. The pub chef had just 
walked out.

There was a moment of panic, then 
a pivot. People dashed back to their 
apartments to grab leftovers and 
picnic supplies. Others ordered pizzas 
— way more than they themselves 
needed, but enough to feed anyone 
who wanted some. Lara and I 
jumped behind the bar to help wash 

glasses. At closing, while singing and 
dancing along to Fleetwood Mac 
blasting from the speakers, everyone 
found a job: sweeping, flipping chairs 
onto tables, collecting, and stacking 
the patio chair cushions. 

As Schuyler wrote in a Facebook 
post to the Seminary community the 
next morning, “I will remember your 
kindness for the rest of my life, not 
because it was a comically disastrous 
night of work that turned out well, 

but because I saw the beauty of 
our community as I have always 
imagined it could be.” 

1823 is not alone in its centrality at 
VTS. My favorite part of most days 
here is the twenty minutes between 
chapel and 9:30 a.m. classes. It 
feels as though the entire student 
body passes through The Flamingo, 
our student-run coee shop on the 
lower level of the Addison Academic 
Center. Drip and iced coee are free, 
there is ample seating for reading or 
paper writing, and you can always 
find someone there to catch up with 
or to serve as your victim as you try 
out a sermon idea.

1823 and The Flamingo are, on 
the surface, just places to grab a 
drink or a bite to eat. We meet 
with old friends and new, we chat 
with faculty in an informal setting, 
and we get to know each other as 
we literally break bread (and sip 
wine) together. It’s what we call, in 
another context, communion. And 
it’s core to community life at Virginia 
Theological Seminary. PH
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Of course, my graduating class will 
forever be known as one of the 
COVID classes, whose experience 
took place during a prolonged season 
of upheaval. When we all arrived in 
the fall of 2019, we knew we would 
be faced with some challenges— that’s 
just part of being in ministry, and 
we welcomed the opportunity to 
learn and grow. Many of us, looking 
forward to three years of fellowship 
in formation, bought t-shirts in the 
Welcome Center which touted the 
crucial components of community life: 
Co�ee, Chapel, Class, Lunch—and 
we assumed our time here would soon 
settle into just that rhythm. 

Co�ee came from the Flamingo, the 
on-campus co�eehouse, previously 
(and currently) located in the 
basement of the Addison Academic 
Building. But at the time, Addison was 
closed for renovation, and so we made 
our way over to The Wilderness, the 
long-standing home where Phillips 

Everything is 
Formational
Andrew Lazo ’22

Diocese of Texas

“Everything is formational,” someone casually remarked, almost as soon as my 

wife Christin and I moved onto campus in late July 2019. We had no idea how 

true that would prove!  And now, as I race toward graduation, ordination, my first 

call, and everything beyond, I have pondered the import of those words time 

and time again. On social media in the months before our arrival, a member 

of the incoming class put their finger on the feeling we shared: unmoored. Our 

formational journey had loosed us from almost everything and everyone we had 

known; now, armed mostly with faith, hope, and the love of God, we began to 

settle into the Seminary experience here on Holy Hill. find hot water. We improvised, and 
the hospitable spirit of the Flamingo 
lived on. 

Flexibility, we were finding, makes for 
excellent formation.

And then a few weeks into our 
second semester, COVID hit, 
lockdown followed, and we retreated 
into our personal spaces. This 
enforced isolation created in many 
of us a thirst for what co�ee at VTS 
represents, so we continued sharing 
co�ee whenever we could. We bought 
to-go cups, we used gloves, we wiped 
surfaces, we took every precaution.  
We held up our favorite mugs over 
Zoom. Sometimes we still gathered 
on The Wilderness porch — outdoors 
and socially distanced. Just lingering 
near the place where we had 
enjoyed our newfound ca�einated 
communities helped us to find that 
community sits squarely at the heart 
of formation. We bided our time and 
awaited better days.

And those days came. A beautifully 

Brooks once lived. We gathered on the 
couches in the living room or on the 
porch out front to enjoy conversation, 
along with a little ca�einated pick-me-
up. We knew these were the kinds of 
conversations that frequently lead to 
lifelong friendships. 

We met at The Wilderness Flamingo 
for “Flock Talks,” we gathered in 
small groups for classes, we hosted 
socials, and took visiting students 
to tour that venerable home. Even 
though the hike from the Goodwin 
Boardroom (our temporary 
classroom) proved a little inconvenient 
at times — and seats were sometimes 
scarce — we more than made do. 
We invited each other into our dorm 
rooms and lounges or apartment 
kitchens and living rooms. We met 
o� campus at the places we had just 
started to explore in Del Rey, Old 
Town, and D.C. We brought teabags 
in our backpacks and shared them 
with each other wherever we could 
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renovated Flamingo (along with the 
rest of Addison) greeted those who 
came to campus in the for the Fall term 
of 2020. And although we masked in
the building and sat six feet apart, a 
little normalcy returned. Community 
continued to form and to grow in us. 
The Flamingo taught us that even a 
pandemic cannot stop co�ee, nor all of 
those formational conversations that 
happen over our cups. 

Chapel began for us with Morning 
Prayer in Immanuel Chapel. We were 
the largest incoming class in years, 
and we packed the place. Perhaps 
the most beautiful moment occurred 
when each of us took our seat and 
paused for a kind of holy drawing of 
a deep breath, and we listened to the 
silence of the Holy Spirit preparing 
our hearts to pray. Once the semester 
started, we reveled in the soaring 
sounds of that space, and we made 
our Holy Communion together with 
returning students. We met in the 
Oratory in smaller groups, seeing the 
sunlight through the stained class 

rescued from the old Chapel building, 
and we paused in the Octagon Room 
to pray there, too. We dipped into 
the Font, gathered around the Altar, 
and leaned into the words from the 
Ambo. We began to find our places 
in daily worship and prayer, and we 
could feel it starting to form us— we 
knew this was exactly how we would 
spend so many of our hours for the 
rest of our lives.

Of course, at the beginning of 
Spring term, everything changed 
here, too. The buildings closed, 
we scrambled to figure out how 
to worship on Zoom, and we 
hungered for Eucharist. We revived 
Ante-Communion; we took Field 
Communion. We debated the 
merits of virtual communion. To 
no one’s surprise we disagreed, 
heartily yet charitably, rea�rming 
our commitments not only to 
perpetuating worship in these times, 
but also our commitment to loving 
each other, all the more when we 
don’t always agree. 

And again, everything is formational. 
We somehow sensed that our 
newfound flexibility would stand us 
in good stead in the world COVID 
had created. As we tried to size up 
the enormous implications of what 
worship looks like in a pandemic, we 
prayed however we could. We called 
and texted and met for distanced 
prayer outside. Some of us got 
creative with online Compline. In the 
afternoons, we live-streamed a half 
hour of chant with Chapel incense 
and candles burning in front of icons, 
gazing into the gaze of God when we 
couldn’t look each other in the eyes. 

We found each other as we sought 
to connect, and a merciful God kept 
finding us. For God’s love never fails, 
and nothing can separate us from it. 

Faced with a curve refusing to flatten 
enough to let us get back to normal, 
we prayerfully crafted new normals 
in worship. Our Chapel turned into 
a vaccination clinic, and President 
Biden stopped by to see what 
formational flexibility looks like. 
Our flexibility followed us into field 
ed sites and hospital chaplaincies, 
where we found ways to bring some 
comfort and Good News by visiting 
the sick and finding Christ there. 

And while all this flexibility often 
left us bewildered and weary, we 
leaned into it, for God has called us 
here on a great adventure, preparing 
to stand before equally beleaguered 
parishioners. The di�culties of 
surviving this season during Seminary 
have given us hard-won gifts that we 
can carry to congregations. Whatever 
presents itself in the Church of the 
future, surely creative, flexible, 
forming people will be ready to avail 
themselves of innovative ways to 
carry forth the ancient message of 
how God so loves the world.
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(L-R) Andrew Lazo, Austin Wendt, Yaa 
Addison, and Kaite Newman Pero.
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Professors flexed in this 
unprecedented environment, and 
the administration accommodated 
dozens of unforeseen di	culties. We 
all figured out how to continue to 
nurture our hunger to learn and to 
start leading the people of God.

And slowly the classrooms opened 
again. Addison’s renovation was 
finally complete and ready to 
welcome our return. We sat far 
apart, and wiped down our tables 
after each class, but now we could 
see the sparkle in each other’s eyes 
or the furrowed brows. And we, 
students and faculty, continued to 
help each other to learn, to stretch, 
to grow redemptively — and to call 
on the help of God and those wise 
in the faith. We brought each other 
co�ee from the sparklingly renewed 
Flamingo, laughed and chatted 
together, and turned once again to 
live learning. 

Everything is formational, and we 
found that true as we studied. We 
knew if we could keep reading and 
writing in pandemic, surely, we could 
continue to learn once we found our 
way to wherever we might land in 
the future. Surely such experience 
will stand us in good stead when we 
can choose our own reading in years 
to come, and as we design programs 
in which parishioners, too, learn to 
love God with all their minds.

Lunch began in August in a “tent 
of meeting.” We were reminded 
that, a bit like the Israelites, we 
found ourselves not only wandering 
wilderness, but also faithfully fed 
with food we never prepared. The 
walled white tent and the green 
golf grass over the bumpy lawn in 
front of the refectory (then being 

Slowly we’ve returned to 
worshipping face to face, even with 
those faces still covered with masks. 
Senior sermons echo from the Ambo. 
Our graduating class, the 199ers, 
initiated a loving new tradition, the 
Clap-Out, where we wait for our 
colleague to emerge from the sacristy 
and we cheer them for their courage 
in proclaiming Good News to our 
community. 

The Innovative Worship team has 
challenged us creatively, and in 
following their lead we have learned 
something about lament, and about 
planting our hopes into the garden of 
God, waiting for them to bloom with 
the spring. 

We have met together in smaller 
groups to pray; we have gathered 
once again in faculty homes. We 
extended the spirit of Chapel, God’s 
Holy Spirit, as far as we can into this 
community, and to the rest of the 
world. 

Class at first meant climbing the 
steep stairs of Aspinwall and gazing 
out over the Grove as we sized up all 
that lay before us. We leaned into a 
new schedule and curriculum with a 
mix of eagerness and a bit of fear—
how hard would our task prove? But 
again, and again we found faculty, 
administration, and sta� so eager 
for our success. Our brilliant faculty 
sought in several ways to build in us 
a lifelong habit of loving God with 
all our mind. They presented us with 
challenges, but also equipped us to 
meet them, and o�ered us grace when 
we couldn’t. So, we made a start. 
And once August term ended and the 
rest of the student body returned, 
we felt a little more ready to take 
the next steps in the formational 
pilgrimage. We listened to each other 

and learned from each other; we 
tested our ideas, as we explored what 
ministry might mean. We read, and 
read, and read. And then we wrote 
about it all. 

Then suddenly the classroom doors 
closed, we all grappled to adapt to 
“Zoominary.” Some of it, frankly, 
proved deeply unsatisfying — the 
small squares and chat spaces 
couldn’t replace the conversation 
or the connection that comes with 
a sidelong glance and a grin in the 
classroom. But, of course, we could 
still read books and write papers — 
and we had plenty of both to do. 

Fortunately, we still had the library. 
The sta�, nimble as dancers amidst 
their move to the Welcome Center 
during their own renovation process, 
seamlessly and cheerfully found 
endless ways to help us in our work. 
A screenful of librarians, all eager 
and armed with great resources, 
appeared anytime we asked, and sent 
digital copies of whatever we needed 
straight to our inboxes. And the 
most important books still stood on 
shelves in slimmed-down stacks. We 
exegeted and researched and argued 
online. Reading and writing and 
reading and writing.
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renovated) provided us with many 
meals over the course of the fall 
semester. With limited facilities, the 
Meriweather-Godsey sta� worked 
with great courage and creativity to 
keep us fed, and to keep the table 
fellowship lively and active. And 
they succeeded admirably. Certainly, 
we loved moving into the gloriously 
refurbished Co�eld Refectory in 
the Spring but eating in the tent had 
left its mark upon us. Depending on 
the faithfulness, thoughtfulness, and 
innovation of others to feed us had 
proved formational. 

And then again, everything changed. 
Not many weeks after reopening, the 
Refectory doors, like those around 
the world, were shuttered. We 
retreated into our rooms, cooked for 
ourselves, or had meals delivered. But 
even as we grieved the losses we still 
don’t know quite how to measure, 
we managed. We even thrived. Some 

made huge pots of soup with gloved 
hands and served up individual 
portions in sanitized containers. 
When a few folks had to quarantine 
on St. Patrick’s Day, a small corps 
of the foodie faithful made door-to-
door deliveries of corned beef and 
cabbage. Someone left fresh-baked 
bread — still hot from the oven — 
outside each of our doors, including 
encouraging notes. Almost like the 
disciples huddled in upper rooms, 
in an uncertain season, we made 
Christ known to one another in the 
breaking of bread.

And when lockdown lifted, we 
ventured forth to the Refectory 
once again. We found cautious 
ways to continue Full Stops, those 
community-wide Friday night feasts 
that each class or organization took 
turns providing. We cooked chili, 
hosted the Great Alexandria Bake-
O�, and when someone bought 

a new griddle or a smoker, they 
celebrated by sharing tacos or brisket 
with anyone willing to enjoy (while 
dutifully distancing). 

Believers in our tradition have always 
shared food, whether gathering a 
daily-bread portion of manna in the 
wilderness, joining Jesus for breakfast 
by the sea, or sharing whatever we 
have with the least of these. A table 
always stands near the center. These 
years here at Virginia Theological 
Seminary have taught us much about 
what it still means to prepare a table 
in the wilderness. 

We learned from our involuntary 
fast from fellowship and its eager, 
tentative return. For years to come 
we’ll take hunger to heart—hunger 
for meals, as we feed the poor and 
show hospitality to each other, 
hunger for human contact as we 
keep reaching out to Jesus in the 
distressing disguise of those in need. 

We’ve also been reminded that our 
Lord never forgets to feed us, like the 
birds of the air and the flowers of the 
fields. As we see the hidden hands 
of God quietly providing for us, we 
might make each meal remember 
Christ, and make every fast sharpen 
our hunger for home and the great 
marriage supper of the Lamb.

Everything is formational. True on 
our first few days exploring this good 
place, truer still as we prepare to 
turn toward wherever the mission of 
God may send us next. We may be 
unmoored once more, but this time 
we have more sense because of our 
time here, and we’re ready to find out 
where this little boat of obedience will 
lead us. We will take full heads and 
full hearts, as we go into all the world 
and bring the Good News.
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Chapel
Chris Micklewright ’23
Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania

While VTS emphasizes “Chapel, Class, and Lunch” as key pillars 
of the student experience, most seminarians are quick to admit 
that class commandeers more than its fair share of our time 
and energy. Perhaps it is natural that our classes are regularly 
the focus of lunch conversations, and that even Chapel is an 
opportunity to learn about liturgical leadership — this is an 
institution devoted to learning. However, there is a reason that 
Chapel comes before class in this paradigm: Chapel reminds us 
that we are embodied creatures. 

It is easy to lose track of our bodies. In the onslaught of 
assigned readings and papers and projects, many of us 
sacrifice sleep and exercise to keep up with the demands of 
our classes. Even when we are practicing proper self-care, our 
classes operate primarily in the world of ideas and theories 
and theological reflection. In Chapel, on the other hand, what 
we do with our bodies matters. By singing, standing, kneeling, 
and processing, we are reminded that we are more than just 
brains. In readings, sermons, creeds, and prayers, we a�rm 
our faith in a God who cares enough for our bodies to take on 
flesh and share in our su�erings and joys. And in the Eucharist, 
we encounter the real presence of the risen Christ by taking his 
body and blood into our own bodies. 

Moreover, our time in the Chapel reminds us that we are 
creatures. Amidst all the attention to our learning and our 
formation and our future ministry, we need the daily reminder 
that our whole lives are meant to glorify our Creator. In the 
Chapel, we present our bodies — as well as our hearts and 
minds, our hopes and fears — as living sacrifices, holy and 
acceptable, to the God we worship. 

Class
Marybeth Sanders-Wilson ’23
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia

Class, for me, is where I have explored and discerned the areas 
of ministry that I feel God is calling me to. So far, I have learned 
that I am not being drawn to become a Greek scholar, but I am 
certainly being drawn to make connections between care for 
God’s creation and our multicultural Church. 

For my class, the Class of 2023, Zoominary was not our ideal 
vision of seminary learning. 

The sounds: “Can’t hear you — you’re on mute.” “There’s an 
echo!” “Can you see my screen?” 

The sights: Talking heads, black squares, creative laptop 
setups. 

In between classes, I would step away from the screen to 
check and make sure our preschool daughter had not totally 
rearranged our apartment.

Despite this unconventional setting, the basics of being in class 
were often there. As we have returned in person, certain things 
about class have remained most meaningful. Witnessing our 
collective spiritual and intellectual formation is something to 
behold, either on Zoom or in person. I cheered (on the inside) 
as I watched minds being blown in the first few sessions of the 
Rev. Judy Fentress-Williams, Ph.D.’s Old Testament class in 
the fall. Small group discussions in Crossing Cultures Well and 
Latin American Theology were some of the most holy moments, 
moments filled with sparks of genius and heartfelt honesty. 

Class is where I have bonded with faculty, but also felt the 
support of my classmates. Class means space to dig deep and 
build relationships, and where the Spirit drops in to shake up 
self-interests and ideas. 
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Lunch 
Jacqueline Galvinhill ’23
Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts

“Chapel, Class, Lunch.” This refrain was heard by my class 
many times when we first arrived at VTS in Fall 2020. “Chapel, 
Class, Lunch.” With Chapel and class mostly taking place 
in virtual settings, lunch quickly became one of the few 
opportunities the Class of 2023 had to socialize with each 
other and become acquainted with the middler and senior 
classes who had come before us. I especially appreciated the 
obvious care that had gone into the remodel of the refectory 
and into the availability of menu items that could meet the 
needs of those with dietary restrictions. 

Now that I have been able to appreciate the communal 
aspects of life at VTS outside of lunchtime, I have learned 
anew the importance of our commitment to eating together. 
I have experienced the joys of engaging in deep theological 
exploration with friends while enjoying the sun at our picnic 
tables. I have participated in the blessing of classmates rallying 
around each other when one of us is struggling. I have been 
challenged by spirited debates and been exposed to new 
worldviews. 

Lunch at VTS is truly about both nourishing our bodies with great 
food and enriching us as people who thrive in community. This 
meal is an opportunity for us to get to know the faculty and sta� 
in a setting that invites truer knowing. My favorite thing to hear 
in the refectory is the question: “May I join you?” The answer is 
always “Yes,” and I have met wonderful students, prospective 
students, faculty, sta�, and visitors around our lunch tables. 
Every conversation is an invitation for the Holy Spirit to act in our 
lives and the Seminary community has shown our commitment to 
this way of life with our consistent “Yes.” 
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In this visit the Most Rev. Justin Welby, the 105th Archbishop of Canterbury, 

began his Albert T. Mollegen address reminding us again of the ashes, “conflict 

is just part of the passage of life.” Yet he quickly moved to laying out the stark 

reality of our current situation, the exploitation, the injustices, the fear, and 

calling us out of our denial, greed, and apathy to confront global warming, a 

conflict on the largest scale, he described, like that of nuclear war. 

Archbishop Welby: 
The Hot War with 
Creation: Can We 
Make Peace?
Hartley Hobson Wensing, Associate Director, CACS

He spoke of global warming as 
conflict requiring reconciliation 
on three levels: conflict between 
humans and the natural world; 
conflict between those parts of the 
world that accrued wealth from 
fossil fuel economies and poorer 
countries who are now expected to 
pass up the benefits even while they 
experience the e ects of warming 
most seriously; and conflict that 
exacerbates and intensifies further 
conflict. He described damage to 
“our precious infrastructure of 
nature:” coral reefs and biodiversity 
of the forests and seas. With 
clarifying graphics, he showed the 
geographic injustice of what are 
called “overshoot” emissions in the 
global North compared with multi-
dimensional climate vulnerability in 
regions of the southern hemisphere. 
He reminded us of the millions 
displaced, and the political instability 
and tensions over resources and 
infrastructure that are increased.

I found particularly moving his 
description of Mali farmer-herder 
conflicts over limited access to 
livestock corridors. It is so easy 
for us in the North to be cocooned 
from the most devastating 
consequences of global warming, so 
his description of how our patterns 

Archbishop Welby is well known 
for his priorities of reconciliation, 
prayer, and evangelism and with 
this address he brought all three of 
these together with his significant 
understanding of global warming, 
“the greatest conflict we face.” Welby 
has engaged seriously with the issue, 
and it showed in his comments. 

He described how we are facing 
justice for the consequences of our 
past actions while at the same time 
we are committing injustices as 
the burden of global warming falls 
predominately on those who do not 
cause it: youth, indigenous people, 
and minority communities. 

Archbishop Welby was the guest speaker at the first annual dinner of the Companions of the Center for Anglican 
Communion Studies. To learn more about joining the Companions, visit www.vts.edu/anglican.
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Companions of the  
Center for Anglican Communion Studies

The Companions of the Center for Anglican Communion Studies 
is a membership society for individuals, parishes, dioceses, and 
institutions seeking to connect with our programs supporting a 
reconciling, intercultural Anglicanism.

There is no membership cost and no expected donation to join 
the Companions. Our goals are increased engagement with our 
programs and a stronger connection with our friends.

The society is grounded in our three guiding approaches: 
equipping international community, empowering intercultural 
leaders, and enriching Episcopal-Anglican identity.

Membership Eligibility
We warmly welcome those in the region of Virginia Theological 
Seminary and those residing across the United States of America 
and around the world.

Member Benefits
All Companions members will receive:

• invitations to members-only events with prominent guests

• free publications

• an annual opportunity to advise the Center’s leadership

• updates on CACS events, resources, and opportunities

Member Expectations
We will rely on the Companions members for:

• prayers

• participation in 3 CACS events per year, in-person (if local) or 
virtual (if non-local)

• recruitment of 5 others per year to attend any of our CACS 
events 

• participation in an annual planning meeting, if possible

We value our relationships and hope you will consider joining 
the Companions. Please email us at cacs@vts.edu with any 
questions. 

of behavior have upset traditional 
patterns of markets, hospitality, and 
security in someone else’s home, was 
both helpful and disturbing. Our 
habits and comforts are upsetting 
vital patterns and habits for the most 
vulnerable which are leading, no 
less, to the recruitment of radicals 
and increased criminal activity. 
He spoke of similar patterns of 
disruption, migration, instability and 
violence in Bangladesh and Nigeria.

Where is the new life in this, where 
is the hope? Our habits and patterns 
must change, he said, to allow 
for the flourishing of all. We need 

new habits: habits of cooperation, 
habits of mass appeal, habits of 
imagination, habits of support and 
organizing—top down, middle 
out, and bottom up — all of them 
are required. Our faith leaders 
have much to contribute, he said, 
including by plumbing the “deepest 
level of what it means to be human” 
and helping us to “rediscover our 
creatureliness, our interdependence, 
and to challenge the illusion of 
autonomy and self-su�ciency that 
can creep into this scientific and 
technologically advanced world.” A 
wise preacher friend of mine recently 
reminded me that our ability to 

change is one of the most important 
claims of our faith. 

Archbishop Welby has traveled 
to most if not all provinces of the 
Communion and he brings us the 
pain and possibilities that he has 
seen. He came again to VTS, during 
the mounting ashes of our bad habits, 
calling us to change, calling us to 
new life in Christ and new life with 
creation.

[Archbishop Welby’s 2022 Mollegen 
address recording can be found on 
the VTS YouTube channel.] 
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Garrett Ayers ’22
Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina

About this time two years ago, I started work 
for the Center for Anglican Communion 
Studies (CACS) somewhat haphazardly. 
The Rev. Robert Heaney, Ph.D., D.Phil., 
passed around a flyer for employment in 
our Contemporary Witness class early in the 
(fateful) spring of 2020. The class itself was a 
post-colonial and constructive reading of the 
development of Anglican history, interlaced 
with considerations on theological ethics 
from the Rev. Ross Kane, Ph.D. Per the flyer, 
CACS was o�ering a position for a research 
assistant: “to provide support to key research 
or partnership projects.” 

It wasn’t the job description itself that 
nudged me toward application, though I was 
looking forward to research, but the Anglican 
Communion itself. As class progressed, Dr. 
Heaney’s argument became more convincing: 
that the shape of Anglicanism holds within itself 
a gift. To reflect for a moment, as I was growing 
up in The Episcopal Church, participation in a 
multi-faceted, multi-perspectival, intercultural 
community nonetheless gathered around 
a common table was not necessarily how 
I was taught to think about the concept 
“Episcopalian.” In fact, at times it felt that 
“Episcopalian” was somewhat of a self-
contained identity—of course tracing patrimony 
to the Church of England, but ultimately ending 
its common share in Lambeth.

This has been, for me, the richness of the 
Center for Anglican Communion Studies, to 
break this identity open. CACS opens up a path 

for Episcopalians to participate in Anglicanism 
itself by conversation and relationship. I am 
thinking about international friendships born 
from this common experience of education. 
The COVID-19 pandemic put a moratorium 
on the Seminary’s ability to host seminarians 
from other parts of the Anglican Communion, 
but this year we wanted to make sure we 
really took advantage of our proximity to one 
another. It is, ultimately, joining together that 
gives rise to true, mutual enrichment.

It seemed most appropriate, then, in an article 
from CACS in an edition about student life, 
that we reflect this kind of relational “breaking 
open.” Now there are two ways we can 
understand internationality for a piece like this. 
The first way is asking the question: Where 
was a student living before they enrolled at 
VTS? The second way looks at someone’s deep 
context. Some students carry an internationality 
with them, even if they have been most recently 
in the United States, and this nevertheless 
provides the Seminary the possibility to be 
broken open. 

International 
Students
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What follows, then, are interviews about 
interculturality and internationality at Virginia 
Theological Seminary as a means of expressing 
and living into the Anglican Communion. 
You’ll read interviews from three students: 
Claire Chia-Lin Wang ’24, Creamilda Yoda 
’22, and Carolyne Adhola ’23. Claire and 
Carolyne have enrolled this year, having lived 
in Taiwan and Kenya just before the fall. 
Creamilda, a postulant from the Episcopal 
Diocese of Washington, has lived in the United 
States for close to ten years but spent most of 
her life in Accra, Ghana. Every community is, 
to some extent, multicultural; the question is 
not if it is multicultural, but how it responds 
to multiculturality that determines whether it 
will be a communion. This is no less true at 
VTS where we may be continually, mutually 
enriched by our relationships with one another 
perhaps because of these di�erences in context 
or culture. This is, in sum, a commitment to 
and within Anglicanism, an opportunity which 
nevertheless extends beyond graduation. 

Claire Chia-Lin Wang ’24
Episcopal Diocese of Taiwan

Growing up in Taiwan, growing up 
Presbyterian, what was meaningful to you 
about the Anglican Church?

In Taiwan, or even in Hong Kong, we talk 
about the “middle way.” Even in Chinese 
literature, there’s an idiom that talks about 
how to be in the “middle way.” It’s a kind of 
ideology. When I was there, I felt like it was a 
kind of place where people didn’t care about 
where you’re from, or which denomination 
you’re from—you’re just Christian. So, when 
I was there, I felt it was open, broad, and 
people can just be there. The priest welcomed 
everybody. So, that’s the beginning.  

From that beginning, what drew you toward 
becoming a priest?

It’s a long process. I was involved in the service, 
joined the youth group, but I didn’t think that 
I would be a priest. For me, being a priest—
the cross of the priest would be huge. For me, 
the cross is a responsibility the priest needs to 
carry. I never thought of that as me until my 
mom, who watched me for many years, asked 
me without thinking anything of it, “Why don’t 
you become a priest?” And I said no. For me, I 
thought there would be this sign, a sound that’s 
very clear in just that moment. A person would 
just become a priest, in that moment, and never 
doubt themselves. But when I talked with my 
priest, I realized, no, it’s not like that! It may 
be, in that moment — but then after that, a 
person may encounter some di�culties, until 
the next experience of their calling. I realized 
that calling is not what I thought. 
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So somewhere along the way, you did jump 
into this process of ordination. 

The process and the ordination are all kind of 
scary, and they work together for me. I feel like 
people will examine you all the time. Even non-
Christians in Taiwan will think, "Oh you are 
a priest." And any aspects from your life, your 
thinking—people will examine you, and ask, 
"Are you a priest?" So that’s one of the reasons 
that I held back a little bit. But my dad then said, 
“If this is what you decide, there is no worry 
because your family will be your support.” That 
felt for me like God’s help: No worry! He will 
be there with me. So, my family is related to 
that, because I am part of my family, and we are 
answering the call together. In Taiwan, if you are 
a priest, then your whole family will be doing 
the same thing with you and people with think, 
"Oh you are the priest family."

This opens onto a really interesting conversation, 
in terms of the article. What is it like to discern 
vocation here for you?

There are many things that are di�erent here 
from the training in Taiwan. The first one is 
Contextual Ministry (CXM). In Taiwan, we 
do have an internship—the field we practice 
in. It’s not hard to find a place because the 
bishop will just appoint you somewhere. You 
don’t have to worry.

Here, I need to send out requests, even have 
interviews with the rectors. At first, this was 
quite di�cult for me. I’m an international 
student and I don’t really understand the 
church culture here. At first, I was so stressed: 
What will these be like, and do the churches 
really want an international seminarian? For 
me, I must understand a lot before I make a 
decision: What’s the goal of the church, and 
what’s the need of the congregation? For me, 
I’m an outsider. How do I get involved in this 
church? That’s a di�cult task for me. 

Another challenge: my introverted personality. 
Sometimes I’m a bit scared to step out. So I 
need to push myself, get into the community, 
so I can learn more about the community. At 
first, I even felt scared, and the pandemic had 
some influence here. Before I came, there was 
so much international news about how Asian 
people were being attacked in the States. And 
people may not be able to distinguish who is 
Chinese and who is Taiwanese, so that’s one of 
the reasons that I felt challenged—to talk with 
people. Can people accept it?

I read the Seminary Covenant. I love that 
Covenant because it says that we as a Seminary 
are open to every people, no matter where 
you’re from. That makes me feel less worried. 
But the reality—what might really happen—I 
don’t know. So although the Covenant’s there, 
what will I really encounter? 
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Now, it’s ok because I’ve gotten to know more 
people. And as I got deeper into looking for 
churches, I realized we are all doing the human 
things. And I think that’s the important thing: 
Understanding that even with other people we 
are all called Christians.

What do you mean by ‘doing the human things’?

I think of the church things—activities, 
programs that churches have—they are all 
similar because they are doing the one thing 
of spreading the Gospel, spreading the Good 
News of God, and caring about the people 
around them. That’s the same part, that’s the 
goal of all Christians: to love your neighbor. 
So I don’t need to be scared because this is the 
thing that a Christian will be, and to be a priest 
means to know how to be with people, how to 
guide people, and how to love your neighbor. 

Are there any things you do or places you go in 
Alexandria to feel at home? 

I don’t really think about that. Last year I was 
in Hong Kong, and for that experience, I just 
told myself, "You are in a di�erent culture, and 
you are learning things from this culture, and 
this culture will broaden your vision. Try to fit 
in!" I learned from Intercultural Competency 
training, just be yourself, and do not be forced 
by the culture. But part of my Taiwanese 
culture would say, you are in a new place, and 
you will learn from this culture. I don’t feel like 
I’m forced to accept the culture, but I think I 
am willing to learn things here. Interestingly, 
people here also want to learn something here, 
and it makes me pause and reflect: "Okay, 
my culture…" because I’m also learning a 
culture here and when I’m here, I don’t think 
much about myself in the way of "my culture" 
[laughs].

Creamilda Yoda ’22
Episcopal Diocese of Washington

How long have you been a part of the Anglican 
Communion? 

I would say it was up until my twentieth year 
when I was in Ghana, and then I married into 
the charismatic evangelical church, so I was with 
them for thirty years, and then came back to my 
Anglican roots, which is the Episcopal Church 
here. In total, about twenty-eight years, but my 
roots have always been there. My ancestors 
were very prominent in the Anglican Church, 
St. Barnabas Anglican Church, in the Anglican 
Diocese of Accra, the largest, the very first, 
established in 1904, 1905. My parents and my 
grandparents were very involved there. Furniture 
and utensils with my family name on it! 

Could you tell me a little about your 
charismatic background?

Yes! So, I joined this youth group that was 
open to all denominations, and I came in with 
my Anglican background (and that was where I 
met my husband), and I noticed, they don’t sing 
hymns like we do, but the worship is organized 
in a way that was familiar. But I really loved 
their music, contemporary gospel music that 
we would hear or dance to. It was more active. 
You know hymns can sometimes drag or be 
slow…this got the youth dancing more, feeling 
more alive, and embodying the worship as well. 
And I enjoyed that because, you know I was in 
my twenties, it made me feel alive in worship. 
Growing up, our parents made us go to church, 
whether we liked it or not. And though we had 
been brought up—which was good, it laid the 
foundation for us—this was something that 
would make us dance! It was worship, but 
there was also the aspect of it that was lively, 
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and when the service is over, sometimes you’re 
sweating! So I really appreciated the way that 
compared to my Anglican life. I loved the 
Anglican tradition—there was Scripture read, 
just like we have here. 

Do you have a preference, one way or the 
other?

I love to dance, by nature. Yesterday we had 
the service here—Prayer and Praise—and I 
was in there and I was dancing, so happy, 
and remembering me when I was younger! 
But I don’t miss one or the other. They are all 
important to me, because at the end of the 
day, it’s the worship I feel towards God, the 
adoration, the praise I’m giving to God, and 
I think that’s what I’m giving. The liveliness 
is good, but I think I’ve noticed, even as 
Episcopalians here (like my sending parish), 
there are times we sing in church, and we clap 
to it! It wasn’t like that before. In 2005, I went 
back to Ghana, and I was surprised! The order 
was the same as here, but when we got to a 
certain time, time for o�ertory, the youth had 
this set of drums, trumpet, guitar, and they 
came up to play very lively songs. The plate is 
not passed around, you come from the back to 
the front to drop your o�ering. And people will 
be dancing to the lively music. And I thought, 
wow! And I believe they did that to keep the 
youth, because they realized the youth were 
leaving! But I was very impressed. The blend 
of both, I would advocate for, even in the 
Episcopal Church.

What are some of the first cultural di�erences 
you noticed between life in Ghana and life at 
VTS?

Initially, there was some culture shock. Some 
things are done di�erently. Back home, we 
are very communally minded. There’s a lot 
of hospitality—not only to people you know, 
but to strangers. Because of that communal-
mindedness, for me, you would never go past 

anyone without greeting, or at least giving a 
smile or word of encouragement. But people 
are busy with their lives. Some will pass by you 
and they’re not even conscious of you! Because 
I was used to a place where a stranger doesn’t 
feel like a stranger, it took some time for me 
to get used to it. There was no way you would 
look at someone in need and turn away…no. 
But with time I realized it’s a di�erent culture, 
and you learn and adapt. So, I would say I do 
what the Romans do when I am in Rome, and I 
do what the Greeks do when I am in Greece! 

So I see VTS doing a good thing, extending 
their hands to the Anglican Communion, 
like people coming from East Africa, Asia, 
Jerusalem, all these other places, West Africa—
extending to the international community of 
the Anglican Communion. I think VTS is doing 
great with these kind of scholarships, and I 
must say I applaud VTS for the reparations, 
as a person of color. Some of the events I go 
to talk about that slavery here, how they’re 
tracing descendants, giving money back to 
them. VTS really is doing something good in 
this. I see God through this. I know we are not 
perfect, but I am just expressing what I have 
encountered and what I feel.
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Carolyne Adhola ’23:

If you will say a little bit about your time in the 
Anglican Communion: Were you always part 
of the Anglican Church, how did you come to 
be part of the Communion? How did you get 
involved in the ordination process?

I started being involved from my childhood 
because I was born as an Anglican. I went 
through the processes that any good Christian 
should be involved in. Currently I am working 
as a priest in the Anglican Diocese of Bondo, 
but I was previously working at St. Paul’s 
University through the request of St. Paul’s 
administration.

Carolyne, I’m really interested in some of your 
thoughts about education since you worked 
and taught for several years in theological 
education at St. Paul’s in Limuru. How long 
were you teaching at St. Paul’s?

I have been at St. Paul’s since 2012, and I went 
there as a student to do my undergraduate 
in theology, Bachelor of Divinity. When I 
graduated in [October] 2014, the institution 

requested that my diocese allow me to work 
with them. So I started working in St. Paul’s 
even before I graduated. I started working in 
August 2014, and I graduated in October. From 
that time on I have been at St. Paul’s. 

Then I did my master’s at St. Paul’s, and 
graduated in 2017. Initially, I was employed 
to work in the Dean of Students’ O�ce, as 
a senior warden, or what is called here a 
proctor. In 2019, I was promoted to be the 
administrator, dealing with the students’ a�airs, 
still under the Dean of Students’ O�ce. But I 
started teaching as a part-time lecturer in 2018 
after graduating with a masters.

And you were teaching Church History right 
away?

Yes, I was teaching Church History. 

Tell me a little bit about what you liked about 
teaching at St. Paul’s:

I loved working with students. I still love 
working with students to date. I love my work 
as a pastor. As I engage with students, they take 
me as their pastor, and even the sta�, by God’s 
grace, take me as their pastor. So, I care for the 
students, and I care for the sta� and faculty.

In the o�ce of the Dean of Students, and the 
o�ce of International A�airs, I worked with 
students who come from the United States, 
United Kingdom, Netherlands, and then 
African countries (Nigeria, Ghana), West 
African countries, people who are very new to 
our culture. I used to have meetings with them; 
I used to welcome them to my house and I 
would cook for them, and tell them to feel free. 
I used to try to encourage them to get together 
because they have one thing in common: All 
of them are new in that place. I think that has 
helped me here.
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Keeping up with the other international 
students here at VTS—I feel like this is just 
my pastoral work. I like sending them texts, 
saying, “How are you doing?” just to check up. 
And then they also do the same for me. Being 
concerned with one another has really made us 
very close.

When was your ordination in all this?

My ordination was way back before I joined 
St. Paul’s. First, I went to a theological school 
called Carlile School of Theology in Nairobi, 
and I did my three-year higher diploma, 
and graduated in 2009. I was ordained in 
[December] 2009, made a deacon, and in 2010, 
I was priested. For me, it was not an option 
at first because I refused to be a priest. But 
my priest used to tell me, “Do you remember 
the story of Samuel and Eli? God was calling 
Samuel all the time, but he never knew until Eli 
told him.” So he said, “You never know who 
God has sent to be the Eli for you.” That’s how 
I went to study. I usually say that God paid for 
my school when I was refusing like Jonah.

What is it like being ordained here?

I love this place and I have a testimony about 
it. The community is so welcoming, and the 
way I have been incorporated into the church 
activities by Dr. [Shawn] Strout—I’m just 
appreciative.

Some of the people who have been here, I asked 
before I came, “Should I bring my robes?” As 
a priest you must bring your robes wherever 
you go. One person told me, “You know, these 
Episcopal people, they don’t allow people who 
are not Episcopalians to participate in most 
of the services.” But I’ve seen that that is so 
di�erent, because I have not only been able 
to participate in most of the services but have 
even been given an opportunity to present 
the Anglican Church of Kenya liturgy. My 
bishop and archbishop are very happy about 
it! So I find it very di�erent than what I heard 
before I came. And it makes me feel at home. 
Every Sunday I used to be either at the pulpit 
preaching or giving Holy Communion. I find it 
makes me feel very at home.



In addition to providing resources, support, and continuing education for clergy 
and lay leaders throughout the church, did you know that the department of 
Lifelong Learning at Virginia Theological Seminary also houses and supports 
various grants and initiatives? 

Grants & Initiatives 

Deep Calls to Deep 
Strengthens preaching using communities of 
peer groups to nurture pastors’ own spiritual, 
emotional, physical, and imaginative lives. 

Baptized for Life 
Works with congregations to equip people of 
all ages to claim their baptismal identities with 
confidence and joy. 

Mutual Ministry Initiative
Designed to leverage the strengths and address 
the challenges of a residential, denominational 
seminary to meet the urgent need for clergy and 
lay leaders trained as ministry developers in 
local, culturally specific contexts. 

For more information, including how to access our events/resources, please visit vts.edu/
lifelong-learning

Launching Into Ministry 
Supports VTS graduates in their first years of 
ministry as they integrate the foundations of 
classical theological education into the practice 
of ministry and spiritual leadership. 

Thriving in Ministry 
Creates vibrant peer learning groups for 
clergy in distinct settings and to advance the 
continuing education of clergy through the 
support of trained mentors. 

TryTank 
Experimental Lab for church growth and 
innovation, in partnership with the General 
Theological Seminary. 

Christian Parenting Planning Grant
Exploring the spiritual needs of families whose 
children attend parish-based pre-schools.
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Disruptively 
Joyous
Dana Jean ’24
Episcopal Diocese of Texas

“You’re the same age as my mom!” 

“We love our seminary Mamas!” 

“What is it like coming to seminary at your age?” 

These are things you hear as a seminarian of my age, 
which is 50. Like the first time I was called “Ma’am,” 
being referred to as the same age as someone’s mom or as 
a “seminary Mama” took a little getting used to. It also 
relieved some anxiety I had because, not surprisingly, 
it was intimidating to move halfway across the country 
to join this amazing group of people, most of whom 
are significantly younger than I am, in this pursuit of 
ordination. 

It makes me smile at the love with which these things 
are said, because they are only ever said with joy and 
enthusiasm.

What I have found about seminary, at my age or any 
other age, is that there is something magical about 
carving out three years to be immersed in the Word 
of God, surrounded by students and faculty who are 
committed to serving Jesus. I am filled with gratitude 
for the opportunity to be a Mary, rather than a Martha, 
for three whole years. Even on the most challenging of 
days, it is an indescribable blessing to be here, and I am 
grateful. 

It is also a disruption in every way possible to the life I led 
before coming here. It is jolting and disorienting, unlike 
any experience I have ever had, and at 50, I have already 
lived a whole life, so that’s saying something! At times, 
I am acutely aware of what I gave up to be present here, 
and the lifelong journey it took to get here.

When I first started feeling called to ordained ministry, 
I had just left my position as executive director of a 

nonprofit organization that my husband and I had 
founded to build libraries in Haiti, his homeland. For 
years, my prayer upon waking each day was that God 
would give me the heart of a servant, hoping that such a 
heart, combined with my skill set and education, would 
make me a good fit for the job. Deep down though, I 
knew that as much as I loved the mission, leading it was
my husband’s dream, not mine, and so I took my leave 
and started a new prayer: that God would show me how 
to serve him. 

As it turned out, God had prepared the way for me, and I 
was asked to lead a new outreach program at our church. 
The program grew into a thriving ministry in which our 
parish put over 5,000 hours (or about seven months) of 
service to our community each year. Within just a couple 
of years, I found myself writing a grant proposal to 

The Rev. Wiley Ammons ’11, Laura Ammons, and the Rev. Colin 
Maltbie ’11
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fund a food truck so that we could o�er a mobile food 
ministry. My husband and I had three teenagers at home, 
just on the cusp of leaving us with an empty nest, but still 
keeping us remarkably busy, and our lives were fuller 
than ever. But the quiet, persistent feeling that I was called 
to ordained ministry only got stronger.

Along the way, there were twists and turns, challenges 
that seemed insurmountable, and always the voice in my 
head asking me why, at my age, I would want to make 
such a drastic life change by seeking ordination when life 
was good, and God had given me plenty of work to do. 
We had many long, hard conversations about this call, 
God and I did. I told him I was past the age of doing 
something so bold and big, that we had three kids to 
put through college, that I wasn’t equipped. I had all the 
excuses lined up. But God opened doors I thought were 
locked shut, and pieces fell into place, making a clear 
path for me to enter postulancy and attend seminary.

I suspect most seminarians in my demographic have a 
story similar to mine, of God directing them to a path 
they did not foresee, placing a desire on their hearts to 
glorify God in ways they had not expected, with this long 
and winding path leading them to seminary. At this point 

in our junior year, rather than talking about the path that 
brought us here, those of us in the “over 50” group are 
mostly talking about how strange and wonderful it is to 
be here and how to manage the major life changes being 
at seminary has brought on for us. More often than not, 
we commiserate about how long it takes us to memorize 
Greek declensions. We marvel at the almost-forgotten 
feeling of being a student again. We thank the Lord for 
meals we haven’t had to prepare. We notice that we older 
students have some life skills that sure do come in handy! 

Sometimes with just a look, we simply communicate to 
each other “I see you” — we see the challenges and the 
joys of being seminarians at our age. Because we know 
exactly how disruptive this experience was and continues 
to be, no matter how wonderful. And so, we encourage 
each other along the way, as we join each other in 
gratitude for this gift. 

Each of us left a whole life behind us to be here. I left my 
family, my home, and the ministry I loved. My husband 
and I made the decision that he would stay in Dallas, 
which has become the “hub” for our now adult children. 
I live in a small dorm room in Price Hall and despite my 
early reservations about that, I thoroughly enjoy it. Not 
quite “home” exactly, the dorm has become for me a 
little “nest” on this Holy Hill. 

During discernment, I had resisted the idea of full-time 
residential seminary, not wanting to leave my home, my 
church, and my social network. I thought I could get 
the experience of seminary by studying closer to home 
or online. Living on campus at VTS has convinced me 
I was very much mistaken. As I said above, there is 
something magical about this time and this place. I am 
consistently drawn into joyful fellowship with truly gifted 
seminarians, some of whom are young enough to be my 
children. Every day we walk this path together and each 
day they teach me something new about the love of God, 
true multi-generational ministry in real-time! They remind 
me that I may have left a whole life behind me, but that 
God is opening a new life with each new moment here in 
seminary.

So, what is it like coming to seminary at my age? It is 
disruptively joyous. 
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1968
The Rev. Robert R. Gilman
Interim for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Petersburg, VA

1988
The Rev. Kim F. Capwell
Interim Rector for Brandywine 
Collaborative Ministries, Delaware

1992
The Rev. Dr. James E. Taylor
Rector for St. George’s Episcopal 
Church, The Villages, FL

1993
The Rev. Kenneth W. Howard
Priest-in-Charge for All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church, Frederick, MD

1994
The Rev. John R. Ohmer
Upper School Chaplain for St. 
Christopher’s School, Richmond, VA

1996
The Rev. Elizabeth L. Nelson
Priest-in-Charge for Episcopal 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 
LaBelle, FL

1998
The Rev. Kirk D. LaFon
Rector for St. George’s Episcopal 
Church, Gri�n, GA

Alumni on the Move

PLEASE SHARE YOUR NEWS!

Write  3737 Seminary Rd.
  Alexandria, VA 22304
Email alumni@vts.edu
Call (703) 461-1711
Fax (703) 370-0138
Send address changes to:
Meredith Wied, mwied@vts.edu

The Rev. Dr. Jennifer Glaze 
Montgomery
Associate for Pastoral Care for St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Richmond, 
VA

1999
The Rev. Louis B. Hays
Interim Rector for Christ Episcopal 
Church, Bluefield, WV

2001
The Rev. Connie Gilman
Priest Associate for Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Portsmouth, VA

2002
The Rev. Dr. Linda M. Kapurch
Assisting Priest for All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church, Frederick, MD

The Very Rev. Shirley E. Smith 
Graham
Interim Transition Minister for 
the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia, 
Richmond, VA

2003
The Rev. Katherine M. Bush
Associate Rector for Calvary 
Episcopal Church, Memphis, TN

The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker
Rector for St. Paul’s Church, 
Wilkesboro, NC

2005
The Rev. Alex G. Montes-Vela
Missioner for Congregational Vitality 
for the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, 
Houston, TX

The Rt. Rev. Ketlen A. Solak
Bishop for the Episcopal Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA

2006
The Rt. Rev. Matthew D. Cowden
Bishop Coadjutor for the Episcopal 
Diocese of West Virginia, Charleston, 
WV

The Rev. George Sherrill, Jr.
Priest in Charge for Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Roslyn, NY

2007
The Rev. Stephen L. Mazingo
Senior Associate Rector for Family 
Ministry for St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Wake Forest, NC

The Rev. R. Allen Pruitt
Associate Rector for Adult Spiritual 
Formation for Christ Episcopal 
Church, Charlotte, NC

The Rev. Luther Zeigler
Interim Pastor for Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Newington, NH

2008
The Rev. Canon Holly Herring
Rector for St. Anthony Episcopal 
Church, Scottsdale, AZ

2009
The Rev. Donald M. Fleischman
Priest-in-Charge for Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Sun Prairie, WI

The Rev. Canon Dr. Mary Brennan 
Thorpe
Interim Rector for Christ & Grace 
Episcopal Church, Petersburg, VA

2010
The Rev. Jessica T. Holthus
Rector for St. Anne’s Episcopal 
Church, Reston, VA
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2011
The Rev. Ramelle L. McCall
Rector/Urban Missioner for Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Baltimore, MD

2012
The Rev. Laura Cochran
Rector for St. Aidan’s Episcopal 
Church, Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Oscar A. Rozo
Priest-in-Charge for Episcopal 
Church of the Epiphany, Newton, 
NC

2013
The Rt. Rev. Elizabeth Bonforte 
Gardner
Bishop for the Episcopal Diocese of 
Nevada, Las Vegas, NV

The Rev. Nicholas Roosevelt
Interim Priest for St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal Church, Mountain View, CA

The Rev. Canon Barbara H. Seward
Southern Canon Missioner for the 
Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem, 
Bethlehem, PA

2014
The Rev. John D. Adams
Rector for Christ Episcopal Church, 
Martinsville, VA

The Rev. Canon Melinda M. Artman
Rector for Church of the Redeemer 
and Pastor for St. John Lutheran 
Church, Sayre, PA

Northern Canon Missioner for the 
Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem, 
Bethlehem, PA

The Very Rev. Judith W. Davis
Interim Rector for St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, Richmond, VA

The Rev. Hester Mathes
Priest for Church of the Holy Trinity 
and St. George’s School, Memphis, TN

The Rev. John D. Willard
Superintending Presbyter for Rosebud 
Episcopal Mission, Mission, SD

2015
The Rev. Connor B. Gwin
Associate Rector for Family Ministry 
for Christ Episcopal Church, 
Charlotte, NC

The Rev. Christopher H. Miller
Middle School Religion Teacher 
and Chaplain for St. Stephen’s & St. 
Agnes School, Alexandria, VA

2016
The Rev. Sarah L. Akes-Cardwell
Priest Associate for St. John’s Church, 
Lafayette Square, Washington, DC

Chaplain for Holy Trinity Episcopal 
School, Bowie, MD

The Rev. Jessica E. Sexton
Priest in Charge for Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Glen Arm, MD

The Rev. Tommy A. Thompson
Rector for Washington Memorial 
Chapel, Valley Forge, PA

2017
The Rev. Canon Wadie Far
Canon Pastor to the Arabic-Speaking 
Congregation 
St. George’s Cathedral, Jerusalem

The Rev. Stephen Tamke
Rector for Christ Episcopal Church, 
Manhasset, NY

Alumni on the Move

2018
The Rev. Lisa Bornt
Interim Rector for St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, Highland, MD

The Rev. Marlene E. Forrest
Rector for St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church, Richmond, VA

The Rev. Canon Marcea Paul
Chief of Sta� for the Episcopal 
Diocese of Texas, Houston, TX

The Rev. Dina Widlake
Rector for Church of the Epiphany, 
Oak Hill, VA

2019
The Rev. Christopher Exley
Rector for All Hallows Episcopal 
Church, Wyncote, PA

The Rev. John Lein
Rector for Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Milford, MA

The Rev. Jennifer Pilat
Rector for St. Anselm’s Episcopal 
Church, Shoreham, NY

The Rev. Jean-Pierre Seguin
Clergy for Grace Episcopal Church, 
Port Jervis, NY

The Rev. Melesa Skoglund
Rector for St. Thomas of Canterbury
Episcopal Church, Greendale, WI

2020
The Rev. Nina L. Bacas
Interim Associate Rector for Grace 
Episcopal Church, Alexandria, VA

The Rev. David C. Cole
Priest-in-Charge for Grace Episcopal 
Church, Muskogee, OK



Staying Connected
www.vts.edu  
The o�cial website for Virginia 
Theological Seminary.

Virginia Theological Seminary 
Magazine 
The Seminary’s magazine for 
supporters of VTS. Published three 
times a year: February, May, and 
September.

The Annual Report  
The Seminary’s annual report 
is published once per year for 
alumni and friends. Published each 
December.

The eNews  
Monthly updates about happenings 
at VTS. The first day of each month.

The Dean’s Commentary  
Daily updates from Dean Markham 
and/or guest contributors.  
Daily, Monday–Friday.

Online Resources  
www.buildfaith.org 
www.eformationvts.org 
www.trytank.org 
www.baptizedforlife.org 
www.deepcallstodeep.org 
www.vts.edu/thriving

You can also find us on:
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The Rev. Rachel Harber
Episcopal Missioner to the University 
of Mary Hardin-Baylor and Belton 
for the Episcopal Diocese of TX, 
Houston, TX

The Rev. Donna Hines
Priest-in-Charge for Glebe Episcopal 
Church, Su�olk, VA

The Rev. Dr. Warren N. Leibovitch, 
DMin ’20
Rector for St. Francis-in-the-Valley 
Episcopal Church, Green Valley, AZ

The Rev. Dr. James M. Pevehouse
Rector for St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, Beaumont, TX

The Rev. Charles Russell
Priest-in-Charge for St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Norfolk, VA

2021
The Rev. Melina Dezhbod
Missional Curate for Church of the 
Holy Spirit, West Haven, CT

The Rev. Susan Gage
Priest-in-Charge for St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Church, Valdosta, GA

Alumni on the Move

The Rev. Alfred R. Shands III ’54
September 7, 2021

The Rev. John C. Harris ’55
April 11, 2019

The Rev. Canon Charles M. Roper ’56
November 14, 2021

The Rev. M. Johnson Hagood II ’63
December 20, 2021

The Rev. John W. Price ’64
August 5, 2021

The Rev. W. Pegram Johnson III, 
Ph.D. ’65
November 25, 2021

The Rev. Barclay R. Stanton, Jr. ’66
February 7, 2022

The Rev. Frederick J. Kuhlmann ’67
November 27, 2018

The Rev. Robin G. Murray ’68
October 11, 2018

The Rev. John E. Isbell III ’71
November 22, 2021

The Rev. Canon Philemon Sudayi ’78
February 15, 2021

The Rt. Rev. Gerard E. Mpango ’81
January 19, 2022

The Rev. John J. Desaulniers ’85
August 26, 2020

The Rev. Frances J. McCoy ’85
December 11, 2021

The Most Rev. Desmond Mpilo Tutu 
D.D. ’98
December 26, 2021

Dr. Nancy Maestri ’99
August 28, 2021

Necrology

Theses lists above reflect notifications VTS has received as of March 10, 2022. Those 
received since then will be published in the Fall 2022 Magazine. The monthly eNews 
also includes a necrology listing in each issue. If you are not currently receiving the 
monthly eNews but would like to, please contact alumni@vts.edu.
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O�cers
Chair of the Board
Dr. David H. Charlton

Vice-Chair of the Board
The Rt. Rev. Phoebe A. Roaf ’08,  
D.D. ’20 (H)

Treasurer
Ms. Amy L. Curtis

Dean and President
The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D. 

Vice Presidents
Ms. Linda L. Dienno 
The Rev. Melody D. Knowles, Ph.D. 

Vice President and Secretary
Ms. Jacqueline F. Ballou 

Trustees at Large
Ms. Kirsten Prettyman Adams 
Mr. David Booth Beers
Mr. Julian M. Bivins Jr.
The Rev. Catherine M. Campbell ’88
The Rev. Canon Thomas G. Clarke ’70
The Rev. Dr. Harold J. Cobb, Jr.
The Rev. Dr. Christopher D. Girata ’08
The Rev. C. Neal Goldsborough ’81
The Rev. Canon Dr. Michele V. Hagans
Mr. Henry Lee Stanton Hobson
The Rev. Angela S. Ifill ’95
The Hon. Rev. Kimberly S. Jackson ’10
Mrs. Elizabeth Cabell Jennings
The Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer, D.D. 

’02 (H)
The Rev. Dr. Susan A. Lukens ’11
The Rt. Rev. José A McLoughlin ’05,  

D.D. ’17 (H)
The Very Rev. Troy D. Mendez ’09
The Rev. Andrew T. P. Merrow ’81

Dr. Judith H. Newan
Ms. Janet Osborn
The Rev. Caroline S. Parkinson ’84
Ms. Sissy Poland
The Rt. Rev. F. Ne� Powell, D.D. ’97 (H)
The Very Rev. Dr. Stanley W. Sawyer ’76
Dr. William G. Thomas III
The Rev. Christine R. Whittaker ’90
The Rev. Dr. J. Douglas Wigner Jr. ’72

Ex-O�cio Members
The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Go�, D.D. ’13 (H)
The Very Rev. Billy Alford ’92

Faculty and Student 
Representatives
Elizabeth DeGaynor, Th.D. 
Ms. Jannettarose Greene ’23
The Rev. Judy Fentress-Williams, Ph.D.

Virginia Theological Seminary Board of Trustees
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Plan your 2022 adventures with Virginia Theological Seminary. We 
o�er a diverse portfolio of travel opportunities, including exciting 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, as well as carefully designed new 
itineraries. Limited spaces are available for these pilgrimages, 
which are part of Virginia Theological Seminary’s historic 
Bicentenary during 2022-2023.

Who is better at sharing the wisdom of the Desert Fathers and 
Mothers than the Rt. Rev. Frank T. Griswold III, 25th Presiding 
Bishop of The Episcopal Church? Having renowned scholar 
Malcolm Miller at Chartres is as good as it gets! Who better to lead 
a “treasure hunt” in England than the Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, 
Ph.D.? Advent in Salzburg will provide memories for a lifetime!

Bicentennial Pilgrimages
France • England • Salzburg • The Holy Land • Turkey

Book Now to Experience the  
Most Inspiring Destinations

Space is limited.

Gothic France
(registration closed) 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
August 11–22, 2022

Grace & Gardens in England’s  
“Green and Pleasant Land” 
September 8-20, 2022

Pilgrimages to the Holy Land
October 15–26, 2022 and  
October 27–November 7, 2022

Advent in Salzburg
November 27–December 2, 2022

Epiphany Pilgrimages to the Holy Land
January 7–18, 2023 and January 19–30, 2023

The Early Church: Biblical Sites in Turkey 
March 13 – 19, and March 18 – April 1, 2023  

For more information, please contact Victoria Elie at 
(703) 461-1730 or velie@vts.edu.

3737 Seminary Road
Alexandria, VA 22304


