SHAWN STROUT

The Rev. Dr. Shawn O. Strout
3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304
(202) 288-6442 - sstrout@vts.edu

EDUCATION

Ph.D. in Theology and Religious Studies, The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC, 2020.
Primary Academic Area: Liturgical Studies/Sacramental Theology
Secondary Academic Area: Religion and Culture

Dissertation: “Of Thine Own Have We Given Thee:” A Liturgical Theology of the Offertory as Practiced
by the Churches of the Anglican Communion

Director: Dominic E. Serra
Readers: Mark Morozowich; Bryan Spinks

M.Ed. in Mind, Brain, and Education, The University of Texas at Arlington, 2025.
Includes a Graduate Certificate in Instruction and Learning Design Technology

M.Phil. in Theology and Religious Studies, The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC, 2017.

M.Div. cum laude, Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria, VA, 2012.

Senior Honors Thesis: “A Cart without a Horse: The Ecclesiological Implications of Communion without
Baptism for the Episcopal Church”

M.A. in Professional Counselling, Liberty University, Lynchburg, VA, 2008.
M.A. in Human Resources Development, distinguished graduate, Webster University, St. Louis, MO, 1998.

B.A. in Bible, Pensacola Christian College, Pensacola, FL, 1993.

FACULTY APPOINTMENTS

Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria, VA
Associate Professor of Worship, 2025—present
Assistant Professor of Worship, 2021-2025
Visiting Professor of Worship, 2020-2021
Adjunct Faculty, 2018-2019

The School of Theology, University of the South, Sewanee, TN
Advanced Degrees Faculty, Summer 2025

Lancaster Theological Seminary / The Stevenson School for Ministry, Lancaster, PA
Adjunct Faculty, 2017-2023



The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC
Teaching Fellow, 2017-2019
Teaching Assistant, 2015-2016
Research Assistant, 2014-2015

ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS

Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria, VA

Interim Associate Dean for Lifelong Learning, August 2026—present
Leads the Lifelong Learning department through a period of institutional evaluation, providing strategic oversight,
maintaining operational stability, and clarifying the department’s structure, function, and impact. Serves as
supervisor of record for the Executive Director of TryTank, the Director of Lifelong Learning Grant Initiatives, and
the Associate Director of Lifelong Learning Programming. Monitors departmental budgets with approval authority
for expenditures. Serves as the primary internal resource for articulating the scope and outcomes of Lifelong
Learning to evaluators and senior leadership, and contributes Lifelong Learning perspectives to the Dean and
President search process. Chairs the faculty advisory committee for Lifelong Learning and represents the department
in faculty meetings, Policy Administration Meetings, and senior leadership meetings. Reports to the Dean and
President.

Associate Dean of Chapel, 2021—present
Responsible for the day-to-day operations of Immanuel Chapel, including coordinating over 500 regularly scheduled
worship services, special events, baptisms, weddings, funerals, and internments. Plans a broad range of worship with
the Director of Chapel Music involving rich ceremonial, multicultural, contemporary, and innovative elements.
Supervises the audiovisual and administrative coordinator, sacristans, and a student assistant. Chairs the worship
committee. Produces and oversees the chapel department budget.

Director of Assessment, 2021-2026
Oversaw all assessment activities, including managing student portfolios, producing the annual report, and chairing
the portfolio review committee. Served as ex-officio member of the masters and doctoral committees. Coordinated
the ATS self-study process and monitored accreditation activities and reporting. Managed a Templeton Foundation
grant on spiritual assessment and co-directed a Lilly Foundation grant involving leadership, pedagogical, and DEI
assessment.

Acting Director of Anglican Studies, 2022—2023
Served as primary academic advisor for Anglican Studies students, monitoring progress toward diploma completion
and ensuring alignment with program requirements. Facilitated a student formation group and served as the principal
liaison between Anglican Studies students and the faculty and administration, advocating for student needs and
communicating institutional expectations.

Associate for Academic Programming and Assessment, 2020—-2021
Assisted the Vice President of Academic Affairs with overseeing curriculum, handling student and faculty concerns,
producing the budget, developing the academic calendar and class schedule, and planning major academic events.
Assisted faculty with educational technology. Supported the ATS self-study process and the Director of
Multicultural Ministries. Administered a Templeton Foundation grant and supported faculty, masters committee, and
doctoral committee meetings.

Assistant to the Associate Dean of Chapel for Worship Planning and Program Implementation;
Director of Evaluation, Try Tank, 2019-2020
Assisted the Associate Dean of Chapel with planning and implementing thirteen services per week ranging from
traditional Evensong to innovative worship, including bilingual/bicultural and ecumenical services. Assisted with
the Deep Calls to Deep annual preaching conference. For Try Tank, evaluated over forty-five innovative
experiments for church growth.



Acting Associate Dean of Chapel, Spring 2019
Coordinated regularly scheduled worship services, special events, baptisms, weddings, funerals, and internments.
Planned a broad range of worship involving rich ceremonial, multicultural, contemporary, and innovative elements.

Lancaster Theological Seminary / The Stevenson School for Ministry, Lancaster, PA

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, 2017-2019
Implemented the first SIS/CMS (Populi) for the school and trained faculty and students. Assisted the dean with
recruitment, admissions, student advising, budgetary issues, and curriculum development.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Certificate in Financial Success for Nonprofits, Cornell University, 2026.
Certificate in Supervision, Academic Impressions, 2026.
Executive Leadership Coaching, Academic Impressions, 2026-2027.

PUBLICATIONS

Books

Principles for Liturgical Change, Church Publishing, in progress.

Bound Together: Baptism, Eucharist, and the Church, Seabury Books (Church Publishing), 2024.
Shepherding Souls: A Handbook for the Pastoral Offices, Seabury Books (Church Publishing), 2024.

“OF Thine Own Have We Given Thee:” A Liturgical Theology of the Offertory in Anglicanism, Pickwick
Publications (Wipf and Stock), 2023.

Book Chapters
“Books of Occasional Services and Other Supplemental Books”, The Oxford Handbook of The Book of
Common Prayer, Oxford University Press, 2025.

“The Word of the Lord: An Examination of the Use of Lectionaries in the Episcopal Church”, Issues in Prayer
Book Revision, Volume 1. Edited by Robert Prichard. New York: Church Publishing, 2018.

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

“Separate and Sacred: A Ritual Critique of Gothic Revival Architecture”, Studia Liturgica, Vol. 56, No. 1,
April 2026, forthcoming.

“The Epicletic Blessing of the Ordo celebrandi Matrimonium and Its Ecumenical Implications”, Ecclesia
Orans, Vol. 42, No. 1, 2025.

“The History of Liturgical Revision in the Church of England and its Implications for the Episcopal Church”,
Anglican and Episcopal History, Vol. 92, No. 2, June 2023.

“Mystagogical Preaching as a Distinctively Theological Event”, Studia Liturgica, Vol. 53, No. 1, Winter
2023.

“Prayer Book Uniformity: Myth or Icon?”, Anglican Theological Review, Vol. 105, No. 1, Winter 2023.

“Ecumenical and Traditioned Measurement: Measuring Christian Maturation Across Distinct Traditions of
Christian Spirituality”, co-authored with Steven L. Porter, David C. Wang, Alexis Abernethy, William

Dillard, Amos Young, and Willem van Vlastuin, Journal of Spiritual Formation and Soul Care,
September 2021.

“The Offertory as Anamnesis toward Ethical Action: Common Worship as a Case Study”, Studia Liturgica,
September 2019.

“An Analysis of Selected Homilies of £lfric of Eynsham and Aelred of Rievaulx”, Worship, Vol. 92,
November 2018.

“Thomas Cranmer’s Reform of the Sanctorale Calendar”, Anglican and Episcopal History, Vol. 87, No. 3,
September 2018.



“The Importance of the Ordo in Sacramental Theology: Communion without Baptism as a Case Study”,
Studia Liturgica, Vol. 47, No. 2, 2017.

“The Role of the Holy Spirit in Early Anglican Eucharistic Theology”, Studia Liturgica, Vol. 47, No. 1, 2017.

“Jesus’ Table Fellowship, Baptism, and the Eucharist”, Anglican Theological Review, Vol. 98, No. 3, August
2016.

Book Reviews
Metaphors of Eucharistic Presence: Language, Cognition, and the Body and Blood of Christ by Stephen S.
Shaver. Oxford University Press, 2022. Anglican Theological Review, Vol. 104, No. 3, August 2022.

The Art of Disruption: Improvisation and the Book of Common Prayer by Paul Fromberg. Church Publishing,
2021. Anglican Theological Review, Vol. 104, No. 2, May 2022.

Public Scholarship and Engagement

Webinars and Public Presentations

“A Beautiful Holy Week: Expert Guidance for Holy Saturday and Easter Vigil”, Episcopal Parish Network in
partnership with The Living Church, February 26, 2026.

“A Beautiful Holy Week: Expert Guidance for Palm Sunday”, Episcopal Parish Network in partnership with
The Living Church, February 23, 2026.

“Bound Together: Baptism, Eucharist, and the Church” — Book Symposium, Lifelong Learning, Virginia
Theological Seminary, February 19, 2025.

Online and Popular Publications

“When Should Children First Receive Communion? Responding to Questions from Parents”, Building Faith
(blog), October 10, 2019.

“The Once and Future Prayer Book Conference — Part 2, Center for Liturgy and Music (blog), November
2017.

“The Once and Future Prayer Book Conference — Part 17, Center for Liturgy and Music (blog), October 2017.

“Why Do We Say That? A Priest Gets a Congregation Excited about Learning Liturgy”, Building Faith
(blog), August 13, 2014.

“Communion without Baptism: A Conversation”, The Anglican, Vol. 4, No. 4, Michaelmas 2013.

“An Old Tradition Revived: Worship in Prayer Hall after a Fire”, Church Review in Anglican and Episcopal
History, March 2012.

CONFERENCE PAPERS

“Separate and Sacred: A Ritual Critique of Gothic Revival Architecture”, North American Academy of
Liturgy, January 2025.

“Baptism and the Eucharist Connect the Church: Ecumenical Perspectives”, North American Academy of
Liturgy, January 2024.

“The History of Liturgical Revision in the Church of England and its Implications for the Episcopal Church”,
North American Academy of Liturgy, January 2023.

“Mystagogical Preaching as a Distinctively Theological Event”, Society of Scholar Priests, June 2022.
“Prayer Book Uniformity: Myth or Icon?”, North American Academy of Liturgy, January 2022.

“The History and Theology of the Offertory in Anglicanism”, North American Academy of Liturgy: Mid-
Atlantic Region, June 2021.

“The Offertory as Anamnesis toward Ethical Action: Common Worship as a Case Study”, Societas Liturgica,
August 2019.

“A Liturgical Theology of the Offertory Rites as Practiced by the Churches of the Anglican Communion”,
North American Academy of Liturgy, January 2019.

“Liturgical Formation during the English Reformations”, Society of Scholar Priests, May 2018.



“An Introduction to a Liturgical Theology of the Offertory Rites as Practiced by Churches of the Anglican
Communion”, North American Academy of Liturgy, January 2018.

“The Importance of the Ordo in Sacramental Theology: Communion without Baptism as a Case Study”,
Societas Liturgica, August 2017.

INVITED LECTURES AND SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS

Faculty Workshop
“Introduction to Educational Neuroscience”, Faculty Meeting, Virginia Theological Seminary, January 2025.

Faculty Research Seminars

“Principles for Liturgical Change”, Faculty Research Seminar, Virginia Theological Seminary, Spring—Fall
2026 (in progress).

“Shepherding Souls: A Handbook for the Pastoral Offices”, Faculty Research Seminar, Virginia Theological
Seminary, Spring—Fall 2023.

““QOF Thine Own Have We Given Thee:” A Liturgical Theology of the Offertory in Anglicanism”, Faculty
Research Seminar, Virginia Theological Seminary, Fall 2021-Spring 2022.

COURSES TAUGHT

Virginia Theological Seminary

Ministering and Preaching the Pastoral Offices

Liturgy and Music as Opportunities for Formation (online course for Forma certificate)
History and Theology of the Liturgy

Liturgical Theology, Planning, and Performance (taught solo and co-taught)
Introduction to Liturgy, Music, and Proclamation (co-taught)

Liturgy and Culture

Mapping Anglican Studies

Introduction to Anglican Worship

School of Theology, University of the South, Sewanee
Preaching the Pastoral Offices (Advanced Degrees Program)

Lancaster Theological Seminary / The Stevenson School for Ministry
Anglican Approaches to Ministry (co-taught)

Anglican Homiletics

Anglican Liturgical Theology

Anglican Prayer Book Studies

Designing Dynamic Liturgies (co-taught)

Preaching in Challenging Times

Theology 1 & 11

The Catholic University of America
Christian Prayer, Liturgy, and Sacraments
Faith Seeking Understanding

Religious Quest

Sacraments of Initiation



GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Institutional Grants

Lilly Foundation Pathways for Tomorrow, “Pathway to Collaboration,” $49,550, co-PI with Lisa Kimball,
Virginia Theological Seminary, 2021-2022.

Longitudinal Study on the Impact of the Seminary Environment on Seminary Students, John Templeton
Foundation, $10,000, institutional representative, Virginia Theological Seminary, 2020-2021. PI: Steven
L. Porter, Biola University.

Personal Grants

Conant Fund Grant, Virginia Theological Seminary, $4,100, 2024-2025. Supported sabbatical research in the
United Kingdom on the Anglo-Catholic Ritualist movement; resulted in conference papers at NAAL 2025
and Societas Liturgica 2025, forthcoming as a peer-reviewed article.

“Engaging Seminarians with Mind, Brain, and Education Strategies,” Small Project Grant, Wabash Center for
Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion, $5,000, 2023-2024. Resulted in redesign of three
liturgical courses using evidence-based learning strategies and development of a five-domain pedagogical
framework.

HONORS, PRIZES, AND FELLOWSHIPS

Fellowships
Bell/Woolfall Fellowship, Virginia Theological Seminary, Fall 2014, Spring 2019, Fall 2023.
Graduate Fellowship, The Catholic University of America, Fall 2014.

Early Career Theological School Faculty Workshop, Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology
and Religion, 2022-2023.

Prizes
Dudley Speech Prize, Virginia Theological Seminary, May 2012.

ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Editorial and Peer Review

Assistant Editor and Peer Reviewer, Studia Liturgica, 2019—present.
Editorial Board, Studia Liturgica, 2019-2023.

Peer Reviewer, Anglican and Episcopal History, 2023—present.
Peer Reviewer, Anglican Theological Review, 2022—present.

Doctoral Thesis Reader
David Jackson, “To Witness and Bless: A Socio-Liturgical History of Marriage in the Episcopal Church,”
Doctor of Ministry thesis, The School of Theology, University of the South, 2026.

Wen-en Lin, “Food Offering as a Controversy in the Chinese Church: An Educational Approach Based on
First Corinthians,” Doctor of Ministry thesis, Virginia Theological Seminary, 2025.

Kristin Sullivan, “Building a School Where All Minds Matter: The Experience of Belonging Among
Neurodivergent Adolescents in High Achieving Schools,” Doctor of Ministry thesis, Virginia Theological
Seminary, 2025.

Learned Society Leadership

Convener, History of Modern Worship Seminar, North American Academy of Liturgy, 2023—present.
Board Chair, Society of Scholar Priests, May 2019-May 2020.

Vice-Chair, Society of Scholar Priests, May 2018—May 2019.



Board Member, Society of Scholar Priests, June 2017-2021.

Institutional Service

Faculty Representative to the Board of Trustees, Virginia Theological Seminary, 2025—present.

Member, Faculty Life Committee, Virginia Theological Seminary, 2025—present.

Member, Lifelong Learning Advisory Committee, Virginia Theological Seminary, 2024—present.

Chair, Masters Committee, Virginia Theological Seminary, 202 1—present.

Ex Officio Member, Doctoral Committee, Virginia Theological Seminary, 202 1—present.

Chair, Portfolio Review Committee, Virginia Theological Seminary, 202 1—present.

Member, Worship Advisory Group, Virginia Theological Seminary, 202 1—present.

Co-Chair for Coordination, ATS Self-Study Steering Committee, Virginia Theological Seminary, 2021-2024.
Member, Honorary Degree Subcommittee, Board of Trustees, Virginia Theological Seminary, 2021-2023.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Participant, “Pedagogical Imagination: Shaping the Practice of Teaching for Belonging and Flourishing in
ATS Member Schools,” Barbara Wheeler Fellowship Research Project, Auburn Theological Seminary /
Lilly Endowment, 2025-2026.

Festival of Education USA, October 2024, October 2023.

Science of Teaching and School Leadership Academy, Center for Transformative Teaching and Learning
(CTTL), July 2024, July 2023.

Early Career Theological School Faculty Workshop, Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology
and Religion, 2022-2023.

CLERICAL STATUS AND EXPERIENCE

Ordained in the Episcopal Church, USA. 2012 (diaconate), 2013 (presbyterate).
Canonical Residency: Diocese of Washington.

Associate Priest, Trinity Episcopal Church, Washington, DC, 202 1—present.

Assistant Priest, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Washington, DC, 2016-2019.

Assistant Rector, Church of the Ascension and St. Agnes, Washington, DC, 2014-2016.
Assistant Rector, Christ Episcopal Church, Kensington, MD, 2012-2014.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

North American Academy of Liturgy, 2019—present.

Societas Liturgica, 2015—present.

International Anglican Liturgical Commission, 2015—present.
Society of Scholar Priests, 2013-2022.

LANGUAGES

Reading knowledge of Latin, Greek, French, German, and Spanish.



