RUTHANNA BRINTON HOOKE
3737 Seminary Road
Alexandria, VA 22304
(703) 461 — 1728 (work)
(571) 214 — 2591 (cell)
rhooke@vts.edu

EDUCATION
Ph.D., Religious Studies (Theology), Yale University, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, New
Haven, CT. 2007.
Dissertation: “The Preacher’s Words and God’s Word: The Divine-Human Relationship in

Preaching.” Advisors: David Kelsey and Serene Jones.

M. Div. summa cum laude, Berkeley Divinity School/Yale Divinity School, New Haven, CT. 1996.
Masters Thesis project at the Institute of Sacred Music on performing the psalms.

Designated Linklater Voice Teacher. 1993.
Certified to teach the Linklater voice method, a method of actor training designed to free and

strengthen the speaking voice.

ML.A. in Performing Arts, Emerson College, Boston, MA. 1993.
Concentrated in Directing and Voice Training.

A.B. summa cum laude in Comparative Religion, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 1986.
Concentrated in Hinduism and modern Christian thought.

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Professor of Homiletics, Virginia Theological Seminary. July 2023-present.

Program Director, Preaching Congregations Initiative. October 2023-present.
Direct a continuing education program, funded by a $1.25 million Lilly Endowment grant, to
foster preaching practices in communities of faith.

Associate Dean of Students, Virginia Theological Seminary. July 2020-June 2023.

Associate Dean of Chapel, Virginia Theological Seminary. August 2015-June 2020.

Program Director, Deep Calls to Deep, Virginia Theological Seminary. August 2015-June 2024.
Directed a continuing education program, funded by a $750,000 Lilly Endowment grant, to
provide holistic nurture and formation for working preachers.

Subdean for Academic Assessment, Virginia Theological Seminary. July 2013-December 2014.

Associate Professor of Homiletics, Virginia Theological Seminary. May 2011-June 2023.



Assistant Professor of Homiletics, Virginia Theological Seminary. January 2003 — May 2011.
Instructor, Yale Divinity School. Spring 2000.

Teaching Fellow, Yale Divinity School. Spring 1994 — Spring 2001.

AREAS OF ACADEMIC SPECIALIZATION

Primary Areas of Specialization: Homiletics, Vocal Training for Preachers, Systematic Theology.

Areas of Teaching Competence: Performance of Biblical Texts; Preaching and Worship; Anglican
Preaching; Theologies of Preaching; Preaching and the Public Square; Preaching and the Arts;
Feminist Theory and Theology; Theological Reflection on the Body; Sacramental Theology.

Representative Courses Taught: Introduction to Homiletics; Introduction to Liturgy, Music, and
Proclamation; Preaching in the Anglican Tradition; Preaching in a Time of Eco-Crisis;
Embodying the Sermon: Vocal and Physical Training for Preachers; The Preacher as Artist;
Biblical Storytelling; The Prophetic Voice in Anglican Social Thought and Preaching; Christian
Doctrines of the Human Person; Feminist Christologies.

CLERICAL STATUS AND EXPERIENCE

Ordained in the Episcopal Church, USA. May 1998 (diaconate), January 1999 (priesthood).
Canonical residency: Diocese of Western Massachusetts.

Priest Associate, Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, Alexandria, VA. August 2014-present.
Adjunct Clergy, Church of the Epiphany, Washington, DC. August 2010-August 2014.
Adjunct Clergy, St. Thomas’ Parish, Washington, DC. March 2004-December 2009.

Guest Preacher and Celebrant. 2003-present. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, DC, January 2004; All
Soul’s Episcopal Church, DC, February 2004 and April 2005; St. Stephen and the Incarnation
Episcopal Church, DC, April 2004; St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Buffalo, NY, September
2007; Church of the Holy Comforter, Vienna, VA, May 2009, for the ordination of Elizabeth
Gibson; Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Chestertown, MD, February 2011; Service of Ordination
to the Priesthood, Diocese of Southern Virginia, Norfolk, VA, December 2012; St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church, Herndon, VA, May 2013; Church of the Redeemer, Bethesda, MD,
September 2013; Berkeley Divinity School at Yale, February 2014; St. James, Leesburg,
February 2018; St. Thomas, McLean, July 2018; Christ Church, Kensington, March 2019;
Seminary of the Southwest, February 2020; St. George’s Episcopal Church, Arlington, VA,
August 2024; St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church, Alexandria, VA, March 2025.

Assistant Rector, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Wallingford, CT. October 2000 — January 2003.

Presbyter, Middlesex Area Cluster Ministry, Durham, CT. June 1998-October 2000.



PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Books

Sacramental Presence: An Embodied Theology of Preaching. Lexington Books, 2023.
This monograph locates preaching in relationship to the sacraments. In conversation with
doctrines of the Trinity, theological anthropology, and ecclesiology, this project develops a
theology of preaching grounded in its embodied practice.

Transforming Preaching. Volume in series: Transformations: The Episcopal Church of the 21
Century. Church Publishing, 2010.

This book project offers theological reflection on best preaching practices for the 21% century
church and research into current preaching practices.

Articles

“The Great Glad Tidings Tell: The Lasting Legacy of Phillips Brooks as Preacher,” in As Silent Stars Go
By: Examining Phillips Brooks Through Contemporary Eyes. Robert D. Flanagan, ed. Wipf and
Stock, 2025.

“The Preacher as Artist: An Exploration of Sermon Creation as Art-Making.” Religions 15, 2024.

Narrative Lectionary Commentaries, Easter, Easter 2, Easter 3, Easter 4. Working Preacher, April 2023.

“Queering Worship,” in Claiming God: Essays in Honor of Marilyn McCord Adams. Christine Helmer
and Shannon Craigo-Snell, eds. Wipf and Stock, 2022.

“Wisdom’s Cry and the Task of Preaching,” in Shouting Above the Noisy Crowd: Biblical Wisdom and
the Urgency of Preaching. Charles Aaron and Jamie Clark-Soles, eds. Wipf & Stock, 2021.

“Prophetic Preaching as Sacrament: Finding and Using a Political Voice,” in Prophetic Preaching: The
Hope or the Curse of the Church? lan S. Markham and Crystal Hardin, eds. Church Publishing,
2020.

“Deep Calls to Deep: Nurturing Preachers for the Work of Proclamation.” Calvin Institute of Christian
Worship, June 2020.

“A Sermon for the Feast of the Annunciation,” in VTS Journal, 2019-2020. Virginia Theological
Seminary Press, 2020.

“The Challenge and Promise of Preaching in a Consumer Culture,” in The Study of Ministry: A
Comprehensive Study of Theory and Best Practice. Martyn Percy, ed. SPCK, 2019.

“The Spirit-Breathed Body: Divine Presence and Eschatological Promise in Preaching,” in Toward a
Homiletical Theology of Promise. David Schnasa Jacobsen, ed. Cascade, 2019.

Guest Editor, Anglican Theological Review, special issue on Anglican Women at Prayer, Spring 2016.



“Real Presence: Sacramental Embodiment in Preaching,” in Preaching and the Theological
Imagination. Cameron Partridge and Zachary Giuliano, eds. Peter Lang, 2015.

“Poets of the Word: Literature as a Preaching Resource,” in Parental Guidance Advised: “Adult”
Preaching from the Old Testament. Alyce M. McKenzie and Charles L. Aaron, eds. Chalice
Press, 2013.

“The Personal and its Others in the Performance of Preaching,” in Preaching and the Personal. Dwayne
Howell, ed. Wipf and Stock, 2013.

“Humor in Preaching: Life Touched by Grace.” Word and World: Theology for Christian Ministry,
Spring 2012.

“We Will All Be Changed by the Victory of our Lord Christ.” Homiletic Notes for the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity 2012. Graymoor Ecumenical and Interreligious Institute, 2011.

Sermon on Ecclesiastes 3:1-15, Sermons that Work, Vol. XIX, Episcopal Preaching Foundation, 2012.

Commentary essays for the First Sunday after Christmas, Years A, B, and C, in Preaching God’s
Transformative Justice: A Lectionary Commentary with 22 New Holy Days of Justice. Ron
Allen, Dale Andrews, Dawn Ottoni Wilhelm, eds. Westminster John Knox Press, 2011.

Pastoral Perspective Essays for Proper 27, Proper 28, and Reign of Christ Sundays, in Feasting on the
Word: Year C, Volume 4. David L. Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, eds. Westminster John
Knox Press, 2010.

“Inductive Preaching Renewed,” in The Renewed Homiletic. O. Wesley Allen, ed. Fortress Press, 2010.

Pastoral Perspective Essays for the First Sunday after the Epiphany, Second Sunday after the Epiphany,
and Third Sunday after the Epiphany, in Feasting on the Word, Year B, Volume I. David L.
Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, eds. Westminster John Knox Press, 2008.

“Fear Not: Follow Me,” in Crossing by Faith: Sermons on the Journey from Youth to Adulthood.
David L. Bartlett, Claudia A. Highbaugh, and Stephen Butler Murray, eds. Chalice Press, 2003.

Sermons for the Fourth Sunday in Lent and All Saints’ Day, in The Abingdon Women'’s Preaching
Annual, Series III, Year C. Abingdon Press, 2003.

“I Am Here in this Room: The Practice of Performance and the Learning of Preaching,” Homiletic,
Summer 2002.
Presentations

Teaching Exchange Presenter, Performance Studies Workgroup, Academy of Homiletics Annual
Meeting, December 2020, December 2024.

“Queer Preaching: From Apologetics to Subversion,” paper given at the Society of Biblical Literature
Annual Meeting, November 2023.



Presider, “Preaching Revelation,” Homiletics and Biblical Studies Section, Society of Biblical Literature
Annual Meeting, November 2022.

“Preaching Against the Grain,” paper given at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting,
November 2021.

Presenter, “Performance Practices for Preachers,” Performance Studies Working Group, Academy of
Homiletics Annual Meeting, December 2019.

Panelist, review panel of The Sermon without End: A Conversational Approach to Preaching, Academy
of Homiletics Annual Meeting, December 2017.

“Queering Worship: A Paper in Memory of Marilyn McCord Adams,” paper given at the American
Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Boston MA, November 2017.

“The Body’s Authority,” at “A Surprising Authority: The Homiletical Legacy of Fred Craddock,”
conference at University of the South School of Theology, April 2017.

“The Spirit-Breathed Body: Divine Presence and Eschatological Promise in Preaching,” Academy of
Homiletics, November 2016.

“Queering the Pulpit: Hermeneutical Methods and Proclamatory Possibilities,” paper given at the
Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2012.

“Real Presence: Sacramental Embodiment in Preaching,” keynote lecture given at New England
Anglican Studies Conference, Harvard Divinity School, April 2012.

“Women (Per)forming the Body of Christ: A Feminist Christological Proposal,” paper co-written with
Joyce Mercer, given at the American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, November 2011.

“Performance Practices in the Teaching of Preaching,” paper given at American Academy of Religion
Annual Meeting, October 2010.

Presenter, “Theological Education for Life Abundant,” Conference sponsored by the Valparaiso Project
on the Education and Formation of People of Faith, Vanderbilt Divinity School. February 2009.

“Performance as a Bridge between Biblical Interpretation and Proclamation,” paper given at the Society
of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2008.

“Real Presence: Preaching as an Embodied Event.” Keynote Address, Pennsylvania State Pastors’
Conference, Harrisburg, PA, November 2008.

“Preaching and Embodiment,” lecture given at Preaching Excellence Program, Episcopal Preaching
Foundation, Villanova University, June 2005.

“Preaching as an Embodied Event,” lecture given at Preaching Excellence Program, Episcopal
Preaching Foundation, Villanova University, June 2004.



PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Planning Committee Member, Homiletics and Biblical Studies Section of the Society of Biblical
Literature. 2007-present.

Promotion Review, Samantha Gilmore, Assistant Professor of Homiletics, Wartburg Theological
Seminary, March 2024.

Promotion Review, Timothy Adkins-Jones, Assistant Professor of Homiletics, Union Theological
Seminary, New York, August 2024, January 2025.

Peer Reviewer, Anglican Theological Review. 2013.

Linklater Voice and Text Intensives. December 2008, May 2009, December 2011, December 2013, July
2015, October 2018, May 2023.
Participant in workshops for Designated Linklater Teachers to improve skills in teaching of

voice and performance.

Faculty Fellow, Pre-Tenure Workshop for Theological School Faculty, Wabash Center for Teaching and
Learning in Theology and Religion. July 2008-August 2009.

Peer Reviewer, Practical Matters: A Transdisciplinary Multimedia Journal of Religious Practices and
Practical Theology. 2008.

Member: American Academy of Religion (since 1997), Society of Biblical Literature (since 2007), and
Academy of Homiletics (since 1999).
ADDITIONAL TEACHING AND CLERICAL EXPERIENCE

Instructor, Homiletics Module, Province I Deacons Training School. May 2019, May 2020, May 2021,
January 2023, January 2025.

Keynote Address, “Preaching and Discipleship,” at Diocese of Hawai’i Education Day, October 2024.
Workshop Leader, “Impromptu Preaching,” Episcopal military chaplains’ training program. April 2024.
Consultant, Strengthening Preaching Initiative, Lilly Endowment. January 2022.

Workshop Leader, “Preaching in a Time of Crisis,” VTS Lifelong Learning Department. April 2020,
November 2020.

Lector Training Workshop Leader, Church of the Holy Comforter, Vienna, VA. September 2019.
Workshop Leader, “Women Finding Their Voice,” Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden, Wales. June 2019.
Workshop Leader, “Embodied Preaching,” Clergy Conference, Diocese of New Hampshire. May 2019.

Preacher and Keynote Speaker, “The Joy Quotient in Worship,” Diocese of Washington Clergy
Conference. May 2017.



Workshop Leader, “The Use of the Voice in Worship Leadership,” Center for Liturgy and Music,
Virginia Theological Seminary. February 2017.

Visiting Professor, College of the Transfiguration, Grahamstown, South Africa. August 2014.
Taught a preaching intensive to South African seminarians.

Workshop Leader, Anglican Diocese of Ottawa. August 2014.
Taught preaching and voice workshop for Anglican clergy.

Adjunct Faculty, Doctor of Ministry in Biblical Preaching Program, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN.
June 2013, June 2014.
Taught “Preaching as the Performed Word” course for Doctor of Ministry students.

Voice Teacher, Asbury Methodist Village, Gaithersburg, MD. October 2012, January 2013, March
2013.
Taught voice classes for chaplains at a retirement community.

Voice Teacher, Fairfax Association of United Methodist clergy, Fairfax, VA. March 2013.
Led a voice workshop for a local conference of Methodist clergy.

Lector Training Workshop Leader, St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, Reston, VA. October 2012.

Theater Training Teaching Assistant, World Economic Forum Global Leadership Fellows Conference,
Columbia University School for the Arts. July 2012.

Faculty Member, Preaching Excellence Program, Episcopal Preaching Foundation, Villanova
University. June 2005, June 2010, June 2011.
Served on the faculty of intensive week-long preaching course for Episcopal seminarians.

Lector Training Workshop Leader, St. Thomas Episcopal Church, McLean, VA. May 2011.

Instructor, Yale Divinity School. May 2010.
Taught intensive voice and performance class to student preachers.

“Glory at the Margins: Angels and Shepherds in Luke’s Nativity Account,” lecture given at St. Alban’s
Episcopal Church, Washington, DC, December 2009.

Retreat Leader, Diocese of Mississippi. August 2009.
Led a retreat for LGBT Episcopalians, sponsored by the Diocese of Mississippi.

Faculty, Young Clergywomen’s Project Annual Conference, Cathedral College of Preachers,
Washington National Cathedral, Washington, DC. August 2008.
Served as lead faculty for young women’s clergy conference. Taught voice and performance
skills and their application to preaching.

Associate Faculty, Cathedral College of Preachers, Washington National Cathedral, Washington, DC.
October 2006.

Worked with practicing clergy to develop their skills in embodying sermons.

“The Sermon and the Preacher,” lecture given at Grace Episcopal Church, Alexandria, VA, March 2005.



“Essential Practices of Christian Faith: Testimony,” lecture given at St. John’s Episcopal Church,
McLean, VA, March 2005.

“The Art and Craft of Preaching,” lecture given at Church of the Resurrection, Alexandria, VA.
December 2003.

“Preaching in Uncertain Times,” lecture given at Immanuel Episcopal Church, Alexandria, VA, March
2003.

Program Leader. lona Community, Scotland. Summer 1987, Fall 1990, Summer 1992.
Taught workshops, planned and presided at worship services, led international work camps at an
ecumenical conference center.

FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS

Conant Fund Grants. Spring 2007, Spring 2012, Spring 2015, Spring 2019, Spring 2022, Spring
2025.
Awarded to fund sabbatical research and writing projects.

Wabash Center Summer Fellowship, Summer 2009.
Awarded to fund research and writing of book project, Transforming Preaching.

ATS Lilly Theological Research Grant, 2006-2007.
To support research for book project, Real Presence: Preaching as an Embodied Event.

Richard Franke Fellowship. Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 1996-1997, 1997-1998.

Yale Divinity School Prizes, June 1996.
Julia A. Archibald High Scholarship Prize: for the member of the graduating class who ranks
highest in scholarship.
Oliver E. Daggett Prize: for ability, diligence and promise as a preacher.
Hooker-Dwight Fellowship: for proficiency in theological studies.
Aidan Kavanagh Achievement Prize: for academic achievement in the Institute of Sacred Music.
Jesse H. and Hugo A. Norenberg Prize: for excellence in preaching and leading corporate
worship.
Religion and Arts Prize.

Roland H. Bainton Book Prize. Yale Divinity School, December 1993.

Frederick Sheldon Traveling Fellowship. Harvard College, September 1986 — September 1987.
Fellowship funded a year of independent research abroad, studying spiritual and political
communities in Europe.

Josephine Murray Traveling Fellowship. Radcliffe College, September 1984 — January 1985.
Received grant to study Gandhian ashrams and village development projects in India. Research
included study of Hindu religious practices and Indian music.



